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PROVIDENCE  JOTTKNAL,   OCTOBER  10,  1835. 


JOHN  QTJINCY  ADAMS   AND   HIS   LETTER. 


With  somewhat  of  epigrammatic  point,  an  English 
Poet  characterizes  the  illustrious  Lord  Bacon  as  "  the 
wisest,  brightest,  meanest  of  mankind."  Whether  or 
not  the  Poet  has,  in  this  instance,  sacrificed  truth  to 
point,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire.  One  thing  is 
certain — ^such  were  his  vices  as  a  statesman  and  a 
man,  that  Bacon  suddenly  and  irretrievably  fell  from 
an  eminence  in  public  favor  which  it  has  been  the  for- 
tune of  few  men  to  reach.  He  sunk,  at  once  and  for- 
ever, below  the  horizon  along  which  he  had  traced  for 
himself  a  track  resplendent  with  glory.  And  it  is  a 
singular  fact  in  the  history  of  great  men,  that,  while 
the  vices  and  the  fall  of  Bacon  have  cast  deep  shadows 
upon  his  character,  as  a  statesman,  his  labors  in  the 
cause  of  philosophy  and  of  truth  challenge  for  him,  as 
a  sage,  the  tribute  of  unmingled  and  exhaustless  ven- 
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eration.  But  I  must  not  "be  tempted  further  by  this 
liigh  theme.  My  business  is  not  with  Francis  Bacon, 
but  with  John  Quincy  Adams— not  with  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  England,  but  with  the  Ex-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States— not  with  the  Prince  of 
Modem  Philosophers,  but  with  the  correspondent — 
the  volunteer,  the  friendly,  the  sympathetic  corres- 
pondent of  Dutee  J.  Pearce !  Let  me,  then,  Messrs. 
Editors,  betrayed  neither  by  the  love  of  striking  con- 
trasts, nor  by  the  observations  of  imperfect  analogies, 
descend  from  this  region  of  melancholy  grandeur,  to 
survey  those  depths  of  political  degradation  towards 
which  John  Quincy  Adams  seems,  almost  instinctively, 
to  gravitate. 

In  regard  to  the  true  character  of  Mr.  Adams  as  a 
public  man,  I  was,  Messra  Editors,  long  since  disa- 
bused. His  treacherous  desertion  of  the  old  federal 
party,  in  the  year  1807,  convinced  me  that  no  faith 
was  to  be  resposed  in  his  honesty ;  and  his  late  signal, 
and,  for  himself,  most  disastrous  obliquity,  was  not 
wanting  to  satisfy  me  how  unprincipled  is  his  ambi- 
tion, and  how  inveterate  his  hate.  After  all,  as  an 
American  citizen,  I  have  felt  somewhat  of  honest  pride 
in  the  widely  extended  fame  of  Mr.  Adams.  I  saw  in 
his  character  redeeming  traits  which  served  to  t 
my  indignation  at  conduct  which  I  could  not  j 
myself  was  either  patriotic  or  honorable.  Lideed,  who 
of  the  present  generation  of  men  has  witnessed  a  more 
extraordinary  peraonage  than  this  same  John  Quincy 
Adams  ?  How  it  will  task  "  the  Muse  of  History  "  to 
present  to  coming  times  even  a  graphic  outline  of  the 
various  forms  of  individual  character  under  which  he 
has  exhibited  himself  1    Where  is  the  modern  states- 


.^y  Google 


JOHN    QUIKCY   ABAMS   AND   Ills   LETTKR.  5 

man  wio  ever  displayed  sueh  startling  contrasts  in 
character  and  in  conduct  ?  At  one  time,  lie  would 
seem  to  be  governed  by  tlie  sternest  principles  of 
Christian  rectitude — at  another,  he  abandons  himself 
to  the  sway  of  selfishness  and  of  passion.  Now,  he 
walks  in  fellowship  with  pure  men,  and  firmly  plants 
himself  in  the  defence  of  great  constitutional  princi- 
ples ;  now,  apparently  without  doing  any  violence  to 
his  natural  sympathies,  he  leagues  with  "  trading  poli- 
ticians," consorts  even  with  the  lowest  of  the  court 
pimps — and,  as  if  he  had  parted  not  only  with  the 
dignity  of  virtue,  but  with  the  sense  of  shame,  he 
stands  before  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  attitude  of  a 
hoary  and  recldess  calumniator.  Look  at  him  again. 
At  one  time,  in  the  solitude  of  his  closet,  he  elaborates, 
with  tranquil  enthusiasm,  a  Report  upon  Weights  and 
Measures,  which,  indicated  a  familiarity  with  some  of 
the  most  recondite  principles  of  mathematics,  and  ex- 
torted the  admiration  of  European  Savans.  At  an. 
other  time,  to  amuse  his  leisure,  he  perpetrates  a  Poem 
which,  happily  for  the  fame  of  its  author,  few  have 
had  the  courage  to  read  ;  or,  to  show  the  versatility  of 
his  powers,  he  gives,  at  a  public  dinner,  a  toast,  which, 
without  explanation,  no  one  can  understand.  Loot  at 
him  again.  The  rej^resentative  of  his  country  at  one 
of  the  most  splendid  Coiu-ts  iu  Europe,  see  him  retire 
from  all  the  solemn  plausibilities  of  sueh  a  scene  to 
his  own  imambitious  residence,  and  there  address  him- 
self to  the  delightful  task  of  inditing  letters  to  his 
son,  replete  with  paternal  sensibility,  and  with  the 
gravest  lessons  of  religious  truth.  See  him  again. 
He  now  sinks  the  Secretary  in  the  demagogue.  In 
violation  of  the  established  decorums  of  official  life, 
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he  mounts  the  rostrum  on  a  fourth  of  July,  and  lets 
off  a  coarse  and  offensive  tirade  upon  monarchy,  al- 
most within  the  hearing  of  its  accredited  representa- 
tives. Nay  more,  trampling  not  only  upon  the  dic- 
tates of  Christian  benevolence,  but  upon  the  immuni- 
ties of  afflicted  humanity,  in  this  memorable  attempt 
to  please  "  the  democracy  "  he  spared  not  the  awfiil 
calamity  under  which  the  aged  monarch  of  England 
was  then  suffering.  Tlie  number  of  these  strange  con- 
trasts might  be  multiplied.  I  might  ask  the  public  to 
note  how  he  grappled  with  Enssell  and  with  Smythe, 
men  of  no  ordinary  prowess  in  the  field  of  controversy 
—and  how,  of  late,  he  has  gratified  his  belligerent  pro- 
pensities by  becoming  the  champion  in  a  paltry  parish 
quarrel,  and  brandishing  his  controversial  battle-axe 
over  the  luckless  head  of  the  Eev.  William  M.  Cornell ! 
But  I  forbear.  Enough  has  been  said,  to  show  that 
Mr.  Adams  is  not  only  exceedingly  eccentric,  but 
somewhat  polemical.  Indeed,  his  powers  are  never  so 
fully  developed  as  in  controversy,  and  he  seems  to 
care  as  little  what  may  be  the  strength  of  his  foes,  as 
what  may  be  the  character  of  his  friends. 

When  it  was  currently  reported  in  our  political  cir- 
cles, that  Mr.  Adams  had  written  a  letter  to  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  congratulating  him  upon  his  re-election,  and 
lavishing  upon  the  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island  the  foulest 
abuse,  the  gentlemen  of  all  parties  were  incredulous. 
They  could  not  believe  that  Mr.  Adams,  who  had 
hitherto  maintained  an  elevated  political  and  social 
rank,  would  so  far  degrade  himself  as  to  tender  to  such 
a  man  and  to  such  a  politician  as  Dutee  J.  Pearce  the 
language  of  cordial  congratulation  upon  any  occasion, 
least  of  aU  upon  the  result  of  an  election  adverse  to 
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the  success  of  those  very  principles  which  for  years 
Mr.  Adams  had  striven  to  uphold.  Still  less  could 
they  helieve  that  upon  the  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island, 
who  nohly  sustained  him,  even  amid  the  wreck  of 
his  fortimes,  this  false-hearted  man  would  pour  out  the 
rancid  bitterness  of  his  nature.  The  publication  of 
the  letter,  however,  terminated  every  doubt.  The 
elective  affinities  between  him  and  Mr.  Pearce,  it  would 
seem,  are  quite  strong^and  the  felicitous  ease  and 
copiousness  with  which  he  uses  the  stereotyped  slang 
of  a  prostituted  press  are  no  equivocal  indications  of 
the  new  political  connexions  which  he  is  about  to 
form. 

The  temper  and  the  language  of  the  letter  are  de- 
cisive as  to  the  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Adams  is 
hereafter  to  be  held.  Every  where  it  has  excited  a 
burst  of  honest  indignation  which  speaks  well  for  the 
unperverted  sensibilities  of  the  American  people. 
Every  where  do  the  uncorrupt  men  of  all  parties  la- 
ment that  Mr.  Adams  should  have  broken  down  so 
near  the  end  of  his  course.  It  is  impossible  that  he 
should  recover  himself.  The  jockeys  may  gather 
around  him,  to  console  and  to  cheer  him.  But  the 
jockeys,  though  they  have  much  to  do  with  the  race 
for  political  honors,  have,  thank  God,  no  voice  in  de- 
ciding what  shall  be  the  grave  moral  estimates  of  the 
present  times,  or  in  detennining  the  permanent  judg- 
ments of  posterity. 

Mr.  Adams,  I  grieve  to  think,  can  never  regain  that 
respect  which,  in  the  indulgence  of  his  passions,  he 
has  thus  recklessly  forfeited.  He  has  lived  too  long 
for  his  own  glory.  An  old  age  of  bitterness  and  of 
desertion  awaits  him.    ^Notwithstanding  all  his  faults 
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of  temper  and  all  the  obliquities  of  his  past  political 
life,  he  was  fast  acquiring  many  titles  to  a  species  of 
prescriptive  veneration.  He  might  have  enrolled  his 
name  high  among  those  of  the  chiefs  who  flourished 
in  the  best  days  of  the  republic.  As  it  is,  however,  I 
greatly  mistake,  if  he  does  not  pass  off  the  stage  of 
life,  leaving  the  world  to  lament  that  the  influence  of 
his  extraordinary  powei's  was  neutralized  by  the 
profligacy  of  his  ambition  and  the  misdirected  energy 
of  Ms  passions.  ^  ^^^^^  j^^^^  ^^^^^ 


PBOVIDBNCB  JOURNAL,  OOTOBBB  16,  1836. 


JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS  AND  HIS  LETTER. 


I  HAVE  not  quite  done  with  the  Ex-President,  and 
his  last  most  exquisite  manifestation  of  demagogism, 
treacheiy  and  meanness.  He  is  indeed  a  moral  phe- 
nomenon. So  eccentric  an  orbit  does  he  describe,  and 
such  opposite  phases  does  he  exhibit,  that  it  would  be 
no  less  difficult  to  paint  him,  as  he  really  is,  than  to 
transfer  to  canvas  the  "  goings  of  tKe  serpent "  and 
the  shifting  hues  of  the  chameleon.  Had  he  more 
honesty  and  less  genius,  he  would  present  to  obseiT-ar 
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tiou  a  more  simple  and  consistent  character.  He 
would  be  betrayed  less  frequently  into  incongruities 
whicli  shock  all  notions  of  propriety,  and  he  would 
sink  less  easily  into  vices  which  offend  all  sense  of 
honor.  The  original  elements  of  his  moral  and  intel- 
lectual character  were  not  happily  mixed.  A  life  of 
disastrous  mistake  and  of  transcendent  meanness,  has 
been  the  consequence.  I  admit  that  he  has  filled 
commanding  stations  in  the  republic— and  that,  in  the 
main,  he  has  filled  them  well.  I  cheerfully  concede 
to  him  the  praise  of  various  learning — of  indefatiga- 
ble industiy,  and  of  extensive  familiarity  with  public 
affairs — nay  more,  I  rejoice  to  add  my  conviction  of 
his  unstained  purity  in  the  relations  of  domestic  life. 
But,  if  it  be  asked,  by  what  means  he  has  acquired 
office,  and  to  what  purposes  he  has  often  devoted  his 
industry  and  his  learning,  the  answer,  if  impartial, 
would  be  most  unwelcome.  After  all,  have  not  his 
talents  been  overrated  ?  Has  not  his  success  in  life 
been  assumed  as  the  infallible  test  of  his  powers  ?  In 
his  case,  h^  not  fawning,  rather  than  merit,  been  re- 
warded with  thrift  ?  Is  he  not  lamentably  deficient 
in  that  delicacy  of  tact,  in  that  practical  sagacity,  and 
in  that  philosophical  spirit,  without  which  a  statesman 
is  unable  to  form  well  matured  conclusions,  or  to 
pursue  a  wise  policy  ?  Can  he,  either  in  moral  or  in 
intellectual  accomplishment,  challenge  a  comparir^on 
with  the  political  chiefs  who  maintained  an  undis- 
puted ascendency  in  the  best  days  of  the  Republic  ? 
The  severe  analysis  and  cogent  argumentation  of 
Madison — the  unadulterated  wisdom  and  chaste  honor 
of  Jay — the  prophetic  sagacity  and  prodigal  splendor 
of  Ames — the  marvellous  accuracy  and  comprehension 
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of  Hamilton  !  Does  Mr.  Adams  possess  any  attributes 
whicli  his  parasites  will  veuture  to  place  in  competi- 
tion with  ttese  ? 

I  have  no  disposition  to  disparage  Mr.  Adams's  just 
claims  to  distinction ;  but,  consistently  with  any  ven- 
eration for  the  truth  of  history,  I  cannot  join  the  tribe 
of  his  venal  parasites  in  theii'  efforts  to  exalt  his  name. 

As  a  Rhetorician,  I  am  not  aware,  that  Mr.  Adams's 
friends  claim  for  him  high  renown.  And  yet,  I  know 
of  none  of  his  productions,  which,  upon  the  whole,  ai-e 
more  creditable  to  him  than  the  Lectures  which  he  de- 
livered within  the  walls  of  Harvard,  While  courting 
the  muses,  he  seemed  to  have  put  aside  his  gladiatorial 
weapons,  and  to  have  given  less  free  vent  to  the 
hoarded  acrimony  of  his  temper.  His  taste,  after 
all,  though  less  faulty  than  his  temper,  was  never 
chastised  "by  the  models  which  it  was  his  business  to 
contemplate.  As  a  writer,  he  is  well  supplied  both 
with  vigor  and  with  venom ;  but  in  his  pages  we 
look  in  vain  for  the  beautifully  severe  grace  of  the 
Grecian  schools.  We  may  find  there  the  pomp  and 
affluence  of  Asiatic  ornament,  but  we  do  not  find  the 
simple  grandeur  and  the  chastened  splendors  of  the 
Athenian  intellect.  Mr.  Adams,  without  doubt,  is 
rich  in  the  spoils  of  ancient  learning;  but  his  taste 
has  been  imperfectly  refined  by  his  intercourse  with 
the  forms  of  classical  beauty. 

As  a  polemical  writer,  I  acknowledge  Mr.  Adams 
to  be  without  a  rival.  In  this  department  of  intel- 
lectual effort,  he  derives  much  aid  from  the  counsels 
of  selfishness  and  the  impulses  of  passion.  Like  a 
skillful  pugilist,  he  is  animated  by  the  shouts  of  the 
ring — or,  to  borrow  a  more  classical  comparison,  like 
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an  ambitious  gladiator,  he  gathers  strength  from  the 
applauses  of  the  amphitheatre.  Never  does  he  put 
forth  such  elephantine  vigor,  as  when  he  seeks  to 
trample  an  assailant  in  the  dust — never  is  his  genius 
more  lively,  than  when  his  bad  passions  are  stimu- 
lated— never  is  his  imagination  more  prolific,  than 
when  he  hunts  its  chambers  of  imagery,  for  a  barbed 
metaphor — never  is  he  so  ardent  as  when  he  seeks  to 
betray  the  people,  in  order  to  benefit  himself!     . 

A  few  words  of  the  letter,  Mr.  Editor,  and  I  have 
done.  Mr.  Adams  abuses  Mr.  Burges,  and  compli- 
ments Mr.  Sprague.  The  former  may  well  be  trusted 
with  his  own  defence.  Upon  the  latter  I  can  waste 
no  words.  He  is  now  honorable  by  courtesy.  To  use 
the  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  "  the  people  have  repaired 
the  injustice  done  by  the  Whig  party  to  Mr.  Spragne." 
With  a  generous  ardor  in  behalf  of  neglected  genius 
and  persecuted  patriotism,  they  have  pursued  him  into 
his  seclusion,  taken  him  by  the  hand,  and  "led  the 
blushing  stranger  into  day!"  What  Representative 
ever  had  such  constituents,  and  what  constituents  ever 
had  such  a  Representative  ? 

Several  years  since,  Mr.  Adams,  while  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  feasted  at  Newport.  Upon 
that  occasion,  in  a  most  beautiful  toast  which,  unlike 
that  of  "  Ebony  and  Topaz  "  memory,  every  body  could 
understand  without  a  commentary,  he  complimented 
Rhode  Island  upon  "the  loftiness  of  her  spirit."  He 
was  probably  sincere  then,  for  it  was  then  his  interest 
to  be  sincere.  Let  me  tell  him,  that  although  Rhode 
Island  has  ceased  to  value  the  compliment,  she  is  still 
true  to  the  attribute.  In  the  midst  of  a  crooked  gen- 
eration, she  still  loves  an  erect  and  manly  spirit— and 
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wliile  great  men,  the  have-beens  and  the  would-bes — ■ 
are  siaking  in  the  mire  of  political  prostitution — faith- 
ful to  her  ensign,  she  still  "  hopes  in  God  " — trusting 
that  in  the  order  of  His  Providence,  "both  good  and 
bad  men  will  ultimately  fiud  their  level. 

I  mourn,  Mr.  Editor,  over  the  fall  of  Mr.  Adams.  It 
would  be  a  consolation  to  ascribe  it  to  transient  hal- 
lucination, or  to  an  accidental  explosion  of  his  temper. 
But  no  such,  apology  can  be  pleaded  for  him.  I  re- 
peat it— it  is  impossible  that  he  should  restore  him- 
self to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. He  has  acted  the  part  of  an  arch  demagogue 
and  most  treacherous  politician.  He  will  die  with 
the  brand  upon  his  forehead.  His  parasites,  who  pour 
into  his  ear  their  "  leprous  distillment,"  may  talk  as 
much  and  as  loudly  as  they  will  of  his  merits — tliey 
may  hail  him  as  "  the  sage  of  Quincy  " — but,  Mr.  Edi- 
tor, not  all  their  venal  clamor  can  drown  the  voice  ot 
his  conscience — not  all  the  shades  of  Quincy  can  hide 
from  public  scorn  the  inexpiable  meanness  of  his 
conduct.  To  treachery  he  adds  hypocrisy — -for,  while 
he  prates  of  "soimd  piinciples  and  good  morals,"  he 
signs  himself,  "  with  great  regard,  the  friend  and  ser- 
vant "  of  Dutee  J.  Pearce  ! 

Ample  justice  will  ultimately  be  done  to  the  fame 
and  character  of  John  Quincy  Adams.  Upon  this 
conviction,  the  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island  quietly  repose. 
But  can  he  anticipate,  without  emotion,  the  unfalter- 
ing record  of  History  ?  Can  he  await,  with  an  un- 
troubled spirit,  the  impartial  retributions  of  all  suc- 

^  ■  A  Bhode  Island  Whig. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  APRIL  9,  1835 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  KHODE  ISLAND. 


Fellow  Oitizeks :— Those  wlio  "lack  preferment" 
sometimes  attempt  to  soothe  you  by  flattery  or  to  be- 
guile you  by  artiflce.    Will  you  listen,  with  candor, 
to  the  voice  of  a  plain  man,  wlio  has  no  interest  in 
deceiving  you— who  has  nearly  travelled  his  course, 
without  either  seeiing  or  receiving  a  solitary  favor  at 
your  hands ;  and  who  now  addresses  you,  because  he 
feels  that  the  great  bulwarks  of  Popular  Freedom  are 
in  peril  i    If  the  abuses  and  usurpations  of  power, 
which  have  marked  the  course  of  President  Jackson's 
Administration  do  not  find  a  corrective  and  a  rebuke 
in  the  ballot  box— if  Mr.  Van   Buren  and  his  or- 
ganized corps  of  satellites  are  to  carry  out  into  more 
ample  detail  the  current  notions  of  Executive  Power 
and  Executive  Responsibility— our  Government,  fel- 
low citizens,  will  soon  become  "  a  machine  "  sufBciently 
"  simple  "  for  one  man  to  conduct,  without  direction 
or  control— in  a  word,  the  Constitution  wiU  be  sub- 
verted, and  a  Monarchy,  retaining  the  form,  but  not 
the  spirit  of  a  Republic,  will  overshadow  this  fair 
land.    To  this  disastrous  issue,  affairs  at  Washington 
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seem  to  be  rapidly  tending.  There  is  yet  liope,  how- 
ever, that  it  may  be  averted,  and  that,  under  the 
auspices  of  wise  and  upright  men,  the  Constitution 
may  be  restored  to  somewhat  of  its  original  purity, 
and  our  Republican  Institutions  be  rescued  from  the 
destruction  with  which  they  are  threatened.  Unless, 
however,  the  people,  and  by  the  people,  I  mean  the 
thinking  men  of  all  parties,  who  want  neither  offices 
nor  honors  for  themselves  or  their  friends,  and  who 
ask  only  that  they  may  repose  under  the  shadow  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  Laws,  I  repeat  it,  unless  the 
people,  such  as  I  have  described  them  to  be,  come  to 
the  rescue — all  is  lost.  Your  children  and  mine  will 
lose  the  proud  distinction  of  being  Republican  Free- 
men— and  will  become  the  unhappy  subjects  of  a 
Monarchy,  without  balance,  cheek  or  limitation ! 
"What,  let  me  ask  you,  fellow  citizens  of  Rhode  Island, 
is  your  duty  in  a  crisis  like  the  present  ?  If  this  be 
the  issue  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to 
try,  "  what  manner  of  men  ought  you  to  be,"  when 
you  come  to  cast  your  votes   for  General  Officers  ? 

Keep  in  mind,  fellow  citizens,  what  is  the  issue 
which  you  are  to  try,  at  the  approaching  Election.  It 
is,  not  so  much  whether  John  Brown  IVancis  or  Kehe- 
miah  E.  Knight  shall  be  your  Goveiiior,  for  the  next 
political  year.  This  is,  in  itself,  a  very  subordinate 
question — and  in  ordinary  times,  every  freeman  might 
safely  indulge  his  personal  preference.  I  know  and 
respect  both  of  these  gentlemen. 

******** 

It  is  in  your  power,  by  your  votes  on  the  loth  in- 
stant, to  send  to  the  American  Senate,  not  only  a  gen. 
tleman,  but  an  independent  and  fearless  champion  of 
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the  Constitution  and  the  Laws.  Elect  a  Van  Buren 
Senator,  and  Rhode  Island  will  soon  become  a  mere 
province  of  the  Empire  State — into  which  will  be  in- 
troduced the  abominably  corrupt  system  of  politics 
which  threatens  to  make  that  State  the  great  political 
cancer  of  the  Republic.  Let  ns,  fellow  citizens,  be- 
ware how  we  thus  commit  suicide.  For  "  the  lowli- 
ness of  her  stature,"  Rhode  Island  will  have  no  reason 
to  blush,  while  she  preserves  "the  loftiness  of  her 
spiiit."  Our  territory  we  cannot  enlarge — our  num- 
bers we  cannot  hope  to  swell  greatly  beyond  their 
present  amount — but  we  shall  be  false  to  ourselves 
and  to  oui-  children,  if  we  part  with  our  erect  and 
manly  spirit-^if  we  suffer  the  General  Government 
to  bribe  us  into  a  toleration  of  its  encroachments — if 
we  permit  any  noisy  and  unprincipled  demagogue  to 
betray  and  to  disgrace  us. 

Have  you  seen  the  Hon.  Dutee  J.  Pearee's  Letter  to 
William  Simons,  Esq.,  the  Editor  of  the  liepuhlican 
Herald?  If  you  have  not,  obtain  a  siglit  of  it,  I  be- 
seech you,  without  delay ;  read  it,  again  and  again ; 

Believing  that  there  is  truth  in  a  familiar  adage,  I 
am  always  pleased  to  catch  our  Van  Buren  Represen- 
tative in  "  black  and  white ! "  I  wish  to  cixrtail  none 
of  his  fair  proportions — I  wish  to  extenuate  nothing, 
or  to  set  down  aught  in  malice.  I  will  therefore  give 
you  his  exact  words,  and  his  whole  doctrine  :~ 

"  I  now  state,  that  so  far  as  I  can  be  instnimental  in 
effecting  it,  every  man  in  this  State  who  holds  an  office 
under  the  State  authorities,  or  those  of  the  Genei-al 
Government,  shall  support  the  Administration  which 


.^y  Google 


16  WRITIJfGS   OF   WILLIAM   G.    GODDAED. 

sustains  them — this,  in  my  opinion,  all  ought  to  do; 
this  I  liave  no  doubt  all  will  do,  and  none  but  a  recre- 
ant traitor  would  hold  an  office  under  any  Administra- 
tion which  he  could  not  in  conscience  support.  Sup- 
port those  who  support  you;  this  is  my  doctrine," 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Pearce,  I  give  you  my  confi- 
dence, believing  that  you  are  at  least  sincere.  I  be- 
lieve that  this  is  your  doctrine— for  I  know  it  to  be 
the  doctrine  of  the  kitchen  (where  "  bread  and  but- 
ter "  are  wont  to  be  spread)  because  I  know  that  a 
similar  doctrine  was  proclaimed,  and,  without  a  blush 
too !  in  the  United  States  Senate,  by  Governor  Marcy— 
because  I  know  it  is  the  doctrine  upon  which  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  his  satellites  avowedly  act — and  be- 
cause, in  short,  it  is  the  doctrine  by  which  every 
needy  and  unprincipled  demagogue  in  the  country 
hopes  to  obtain  possession  of  the  "  spoils."  I  thank 
you,  Mr.  Pearce,  for  the  unwonted  frankness  of  your 
declarations— but  I  greatly  mistake,  if  you  have  not, 
even  in  this  instance,  proved  too  "  leaky  "  for  yourself 
and  for  your  friends.  Whenever  I  have  to  do  with  a 
Van  Buren  man,  whether  he  be  a  Representative  in 
Congress,  a  partisan  Judge,  a  tide  waiter,  or,  to  de- 
scend to  the  root  of  the  tail,  a  pitiful,  office-hunting 
Anti-Mason,  I  am  prepared  for  any  thing  but  what 
is  erect,  open,  manly — honest — I  expect  sinuosity — 
craft — paltry  devices — I  look  for  the  instincts  of  a 
reptile—for  the  "  goings "  if  not  the  venom  "  of  the 
sei-pent."  In  this  instance,  however,  Mr.  Pearce's  pas- 
sions would  seem  to  have  got  the  better  of  his  cun- 
ning. He  is  not  true  to  the  teachings  of  the  Van 
Buren  school — there  is  "  no  non-committal "  policy 
here — there  is  "  no  joke  "  here  ! 
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What  fhiok  you,  fellow  citizens,  of  Mr.  Pearce'a 
doctrine  ?  Are  you  prepared  to  adopt  it  ?  If  you 
are,  let  me  tell  you,  boldly,  you  are  prepared  to  be- 
come slaves  !  Will  you  submit  to  be  told  that  every 
office  holder,  whether  under  the  United  States  or  State 
Government,  shall  support  the  Administration  which 
sustains  him?  In  the  days  of  Washington,  of  Jeffer- 
son and  of  Madison,  no  man  who  was  not  demented, 
would  have  dared  to  promulgate  such  a  doctrine. 
But  the  golden  age  of  the  Republic  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  a  braaen  age,  when  politicians  do  not  care 
even  to  be  thought  honest,  much  less  to  be  honest — 
when  men,  who  once  walked  abroad  in  the  freedom 
of  independent  thought  and  unfettered  conscience, 
will  now  bend  their  necks  to  receive  the  collar,  and 
suffer  them  to  grow  callous  under  the  ignoble  pressure. 

How  does  Mr.  Pearce's  doctrine  agree  with  the  old- 
fashioned  republican  doctrine  ?  How  does  it  agree  even 
with  President  Jackson's  doctrine  ?  In  his  Inaugural 
Message,  he  declared  that  "  the  public  patronage  ought 
not  to  be  brought  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of 
elections,"  This  is  the  true  doctrina  How  far  the 
President  has  exemplified  it  in  practice,  I  leave  you, 
fellow  citizens,  to  decide.  Mr.  Pearce  surely  will  not 
dispute  Mr.  Jefferson's  claim  to  be  considered  the 
founder  of  the  Republican  party,  and'  the  ablest  ex- 
positor of  the  principles  of  that  party.  And  what 
says  Mr.  Jefferson,  with  reference  to  the  interference 
of  United  States  officers  in  popular  elections  ?  His 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  which  are  embodied  in  a 
Circular  addressed  to  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
United  States  Government,  cannot  be  too  often  quoted. 
They  are  as  follows : — 
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"  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  seen  with 
dissatisfaction,  officers  of  the  General  Government,  tak- 
ing, on  various  occasions,  active  parts  in  the  elections 
of  the  public  functionaries,  whether  of  the  General, 
or  of  State  Governments.  Freedom  of  election  being 
essential  to  the  mutual  independence  of  Governments, 
and  of  the  different  branches  of  the  same  Govern- 
ment, so  vitally  cherished  by  most  of  our  Constitu- 
tions, it  is  deemed  improper  for  officers  depending  on 
the  Executive  of  the  Union,  to  attempt  to  control  or 
influence,  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective  right. 

"  This  I  am,  therefore,  instructed  to  notify  to  all 
officers  witliin  any  department  holding  their  appoint- 
ment under  the  authority  of  the  President,  and  to  de- 
sire them  to  notify  to  all  subordinate  to  them.  The 
right  of  any  officer  to  give  his  vote  at  elections,  as  a 
qualified  citizen,  is  not  meant  to  be  restrained,  nor, 
however  given,  shall  it  have  effect  to  his  prejudice ; 
but  it  is  expected  that  he  will  not  attempt  to  inftuenee 
the  votes  of  others,  nor  to  take  any  part  in  the  busi- 
ness of  electioneering, — that  being  deemed  incon- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  his 
duties  to  it." 

The  total  and  in'econcilable  difference  of  opinion 
between  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Pearce,  in  this  matter, 
is  too  obvious  to  require  remark.  Upon  whose  sleeve, 
republicans  of  Rhode  Island,  would  you  prefer  to  pin 
yom'  political  faith,  upon  Thomas  Jefferson's  or  upon 
Dutee  J.  Pearce's?  Upon  the  sleeve  of  him,  who 
never  turned  his  coat— or  upon  that  of  him  who  has 
both  turned  his  coat  and  put  it  on  wrong  end  fore- 
most? 

If  Mr.   Pearce's   doctrine  be  the  true  one,   what 
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become  of  tlie  gold-fasliioned  repu"blican  notions,  that 
all  offices  are  created  for  the  Tjcoefit  of  the  people — 
that  they  belong  to  the  people — and  that  they  are 
never  to  be  perverted  by  the  Government,  in  any  way, 
to  the  injury  of  the  people  ?  Is  that  noble  test — "  is 
he  honest — is  he  capable — is  he  faithful  to  the  Consti- 
tution " — to  be  exchanged  for  a  test,  which  would  com- 
pel American  citizens  to  part  with  the  light  of  private 
judgment— to  prove  recreant  to  their  consciences — to 
give  up  to  party  all  that  constitutes  their  proudest 
distinction  not  only  as  citizens,  but  as  men  ?  It  is  no 
longer  deemed  wise  for  the  people  to  keep  an  eye  upon 
the  conduct  of  their  rulers?  Is  perpetual  vigilance 
no  longer  to  be  considered  the  price  of  freedom? 

I  have  not  yet  done,  fellow  citizens,  with  Mr. 
Pearee's  letter— but  I  am  admonished  not  to  extend 
my  remarks,  at  the  risk  of  exhausting  your  patienca 
Allow  me,  however,  to  say,  before  I  close,  one  word  to 
those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  office  holders  at 
the  present  time.  What  think  you,  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, of  Mr.  Pearee's  doctrine?  Do  you  subscribe  to 
it  ?  Are  you  willing  to  submit  to  the  test  ?  Is  there 
one  among  you  who  has  an  enlightened  conscience  and 
an  independent  intellect,  who  does  not  look  with 
noble  disdain  upon  this  attempt  to  compel  you  to  vio- 
late the  injunctions  of  that  conscience  which  God  has 
been  pleased  to  enlighten,  and  to  trample  upon  the 
decisi6ns  of  that  intellect  which  He  hath  implanted 
within  you  ?  Again,  I  ask,  is  there  one  among  you 
with  the  heart  of  a  man  beating  in  his  bosom,  who 
does  not  rise  np  in  indignation  at  this  infamous  at- 
tempt to  make  him  a  slave  ? 
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The  honors  of  paternity  cannot,  however,  in  justice, 
be  assigned  to  Mr.  Pearee.  He  must  be  content  with 
the  humbler  praise  of  being  a  faithful  and  affectionate 
dry  nurse.  Of  this  doctrine,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  the 
real  father.  For  years,  he  has  brought  it  to  bear, 
with  a  most  victorious  energy,  upon  every  department 
of  political  life  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  con- 
sequences are  such  as  might  have  been  foreseen.  The 
noble  capacities  of  that  noble  State,  ai'e  shamefully 
perverted.  Men  of  property,  and  talent,  and  integ- 
rity, are  driven  into  seclusion,  and,  with  here  and 
there  an  exception,  men  of  desperate  fortunes,  of  in- 
competent abilities  and  of  profligate  principles,  oc- 
cupy the  high  places  once  graced  by  the  Jays,  the 
Clintons,  the  Livingstons,  the  Lansings  and  the  Kents, 
In  her  mighty  metropolis,  there  prevails  among  the 
mob  which  governs  it,  a  spirit  of  ferocity  and  of  wild 
misrule  which  threatens,  at  no  distant  day,  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  sanguinary  atrocities  of  jacobin  France. 

To  Mr.  Van  Buren  also  may  be  assigned  the  credit 
of  introducing  this  doctrine  into  the  politics  of  the 
General  Government.  On  all  sides,  may  be  witnessed 
the  evidence  of  its  pestilent  and  potent  sway.  Con- 
necticut, moral  and  enlightened  as  she  has  been  re- 
puted to  be,  has  been  unable  to  resist  it.  The  stand- 
ing army  of  office  holders  was  too  well  disciplined  and 
too  intent  on  the  "spoils,"  to  be  overcome  by  inde- 
pendent fi'eemen  who  went  into  the  battle,  in  the  se- 
rene might  of  a  righteous  cause.  Of  all  the  New 
England  States,  Massachusetts  and  Vermont,  alone, 
have  escaped  the  contagion.  They  still  tower  in  the 
pride  of  their  original  integi'ity— "  among  the  faithless, 
faithful  only  they."     Long  may  they  be  able  to  resist 
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every  effort  to  tear  tliem  down  "  from  their  pride  of 
place." 

Rhode  Island,  fellow  citizens,  is  under  the  operation 
of  this  Van  Buren  poison.  She  is  not,  however,  like 
New  Hampshire,  past  all  hope  of  cure.  The  poison 
has  not  yet  reached  her  vitals — and  it  is  not  too  late 
for  you  to  administer  an  effectual  antidote.  Be  not 
blind,  I  beseech  you,  to  your  danger.  If,  at  every 
election,  you  are  obliged  to  contend  against  a  formida- 
ble and  disciplined  corps  of  'office  holders,  who,  that 
they  may  make  a  vigoroiis  onset,  are  pulled  by  the 
collar  and  pricked  in  the  flanks,  by  their  drivers— 
your  elective  franchise  will  become  a  solemn  mockery ; 
you  may  retain  the  forms  of  freedom,  but  its  spirit  will 
have  fled  forever.  All  offices  belong  to  the  people — 
and  any  doctrine  which  goes  to  convert  them  into  en- 
gines for  corrupting  or  oppressing  the  people,  goes  to 
convert  this  republic  into  the  worst  species  of  mon- 
archy,— a  monarchy,  without  check,  balance,  or  limita- 
tion. I  exhort  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  in  the  midst  of 
this  wide-spread  corruption,  to  hold.fast  your  integrity. 
Spurn  the  proffered  bribes  of  the  Van  Buren  emissa- 
ries, whether  these  bribes  be  coarse  or  delicate— -be 
not  intimidated  by  menace— quail  not  at  angry  denun- 
ciation— and  concede  no  right  even  to  open  violence  ! 
-  I  do  not  despair  of  the  republic.  I  am  not  without 
hope  that  the  thinking  men  of  the  Jackson  party  will 
become  alarmed  at  the  tempest  which  they  have  in- 
voked, before  it  is  too  late  to  allay  its  fury.  I  am  not 
without  hope,  that  such  men  as  James  Fenner  and 
John  Brown  Francis,  who  delight  in  cultivating  their 
patrimonial  acres  and  in  sitting  under  the  shade  of 
their  patrimonial  trees,  will  be  aroused  to  a  considera- 
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tion  of  the  public  danger.  If  the  war  cry  is  to  be 
raised  against  those  who  by  their  industry  have  ac- 
quired property,  or  who  have  had  the  felicity  to  in- 
herit it,  believe  me,  fellow  citizens,  those  who  raise 
the  cry  and  hope  to  profit  from  it,  will  not  be  very 
discriminating  in  the  selection  of  their  victims  or  in 
the  choice  of  their  plunder.  When  this  tug  of  war 
comes,  and  come  it  will,  if  Mr.  Pearce's  doctrines  are 
to  prevail,  Farmer  Francis  with  his  "one  thousand 
acres"  will  fare  no  better  at  the  hands  of  the  mob, 
than  Farmer  Knight  with  his  "  thirty-acre  lot"  The 
property  of  the  humblest  landholder  or  mechanic  in 
the  State,  will  be  in  peril — when  the  storm  of  revolu- 
tion, which  is  now  heard  in  the  distance,  shall  break 
upon  the  land.  Kot  only  will  this  storm  make  a 
wreck  of  all  the  institutions  of  society— not  only  will 
it  prostrate  all  the  defences  of  property  and  of  free- 
dom— but  it  will  end  in  a  Baptism  of  Blood  !  It  is 
not  alone  "  the  ruffle-shirt  gentry,"  against  whom  the 
M^ublican  Herald,  with  jacobin  malignity,  is  wont 
to  stimulate  your  prejudices— who,  in  such  a  fearful 
crisis,  would  be  suspended  from  the  lantern-post  or 
expiate  upon  the  scaffold  the  crime  of  being  rich ! 
No,  indeed,  all  orders  of  society  who  have  either 
property  or  character  to  lose,  and  none  more  than  what 
is  termed  "  the  middling  interest,"  would  be  exposed 
to  the  vengeance  of  the  mob. 

And  who  would  profit  from  this  wild  commotion  of 
the  elements  ?  I  will  tell  you,  fellow  citizens,  the 
no-shirt  gentry,  and  the  dirty-shirt  gentry — -men  who 
are  too  lazy  and  too  profligate  to  sustain  themselves 
by  honest  labor — men  who  would  level  to  the  dast 
all  the  established  institutions  of  society — who  would 
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check  tte  progress  of  tlie  human  race  in  the  arts  of 
civilization,  and  who,  in  the  blindness  of  their  fury, 
would  fain  banish  the  Deity  himself  from  the  Universe 
which  he  hath  created.  These,  fellow  citizens,  are 
not  the  dreams  of  a  morbid  visionary.  They  are  the 
sober  lessons  of  history — they  are  the  genuine  senti' 
nients  of  every  reflecting  American  citizen,  who  al- 
lows himself  to  survey  the  prospect  before  us.  I 
peat  it,  however,  I  do  not  despair  of  the  republic. 
The  North,  save  one  bright  spot,  is  mantled  in  glooi 
But  light  beams  from  the  South.  Virginia,  consistent 
Virginia,  is  still  true  to  her  first  love — she  still  main 
tains  her  integrity.  Let  us,  my  fellow  citizens,  one 
and  all,  go  to  the  polls,  on  Wednesday  next,  and  put 
forth  all  our  strength  for  the  complete  regeneration 
of  Khode  Island.  Let  us  do  our  duty  as  becometh 
freemen — and,  in  no  event,  shall  we  lose  our  reward. 
If  we  succeed,  and  unless  we  suffer  the  ministers  of 
corruption  to  drug  us  with  their  opiates,  we  certainly 
shall  succeed — glorious  will  be  the  fruits  of  victory. 
If  we  fail,  we  shall  still  have  in  reserve  the  proud 
consolation,  of  which  the  chivalric  Francis  L  availed 
himself,  after  his  defeat  at  Pavia— "all  is  lost,  but 

^^^^^ ' "  A  IIhode  Islakd  Man. 
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PROVIDENCE  COURIER,   JANUARY  S 


STATE    POLITICS. 

NO    I. 


To  THE  People  of  Ehode  Island  : — 

A  Whig  Coovention  has  nominated  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Sprague  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor 
of  Ehode  Island.  This  nomination  may  bind  the  con- 
sciences of  the  Convention  ;  it  remains,  however,  to  "be 
seen  whether  it  will  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  people. 
The  collar  men,  for  alas  !  there  are  collar  men  in  more 
parties  than  one,  will  feel  themselves  obliged  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Sprague,  however  opposed  they  may  be  to  his 
election.  But  I  greatly  mistake,  if  there  be  not  found 
a  large  number  of  independent  freemen  who  will 
withhold  their  enffi-ages  from  a  candidate  who  pre- 
sents so  very  equivocal  claims  to  their  support.  One 
of  your  number,  fellow  citizens,  who  has  no  interest 
in  deceiving  you,  begs  leave  to  offer  to  your  candid 
consideration  sundry  reasons  why  Mr.  Sprague  should 
not  be  our  Governor.  With  his  private  character  I 
have  no  concern ;  I  have  never  heard  that  it  is 
other  than  respectable-^and  his  deserts  as  a  politician 
are  so  very  humble  that  I  could  not  have  the  heart  to 
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detract  from  his  merits  as  a  man.  It  is  with  his  politi- 
cal character  only  that  I  wish  to  deal,  and  that  I  shall 
not  hesitate  to  discuss,  with  all  the  freedom  which  the 
importance  of  the  occasion  demands,  and  with  that 
candor  which,  in  judging  of  an  opponent,  we  should 
be  specially  careful  to  exercise. 

A  French  philosopher,  D'Alembert  I  think  it  was, 
once  remarked,  that  the  apes  of  the  social  pyramid  is 
reached  only  by  eagles  and  by  I'eptiles — the  one,  in 
his  imperial  flight,  seizing  upon  the  proud  eminence — 
the  other,  creeping  up  to  it !  This  remark  of  the 
French  philosopher  illustrates  two  distinct  classes  of 
character.  To  which  of  them  the  Hon.  "William 
Sprague  belongs,  it  is  perhaps  unnecessaiy  to  intimate. 
His  tortuous  course,  as  a  public  man,  is  far  more  aptly 
illustrated  by  the  "  goings  of  the  serpent,"  amid  the 
dirt  to  which  the  primeval  curse  has  doomed  him  than 
by  the  fearless  range  of  the  bird  of  Jove  amid  the 
depths  of  sether.  In  plain  language,  Mr.  Sprague  is  to 
be  deemed  rather  as  a  man  of  temporaiy  and  ingeni- 
ous expedients  than  of  fixed  and  elevated  principle — 
rather  as  a  politician  of  a  secondary  order,  who  is  not 
fastidious  about  the  means  of  gratifying  his  ambition, 
than  as  a  Statesman  of  large  capacities  and  generous 
purposes,  who  is  embarked  in  defence  of  well  deiined 
principles,  and  resolved,  come  what  may,  to  stand 
upon  them  to  the  last. 

What  opinion  of  his  fitness  for  the  commanding 
station  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  Rhode  Island,  does 
Mr.  Sprague's  whole  political  course  oblige  his  fellow 
citizens  to  entertain  ?  He  entered  the  General  Assem- 
bly, an  anti-mason,  I  believe — for,  in  describing  the 
hues  of  the  chameleon  it  is  wise  not  to  deal  in  confident 
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assertion.  At  all  events,  he  soon  made  iiimself  con- 
epicnous  as  the  leader  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  anti-masonic  pai-ty — and,  in  and  out  of  the 
House,  as  one  of  the  fiercest  assailants  of  the  masonic 
fraternity.  I  am  no  mason — I  have  no  sympathy  for 
masons,  as  such,— I  have  no  partiality  for  the  princi- 
ples and  the  rites  of  their  order.  But,  even  to  this 
day,  my  Ehode  Island  blood  boils  in  my  veins,  when 
I  revert  to  the  crusade  which  was  preached  up  against 
them,  here  and  elsewhere,  by  apostles  of  agitation, 
and  by  aspirants  for  office, — by  knaves  who  practised 
upon  the  simplicity  of  dupes — by  little  men  who  saw 
that  their  only  chance  to  become  great  ones,  was  to 
fan  the  fiame  of  social  discord,  and  to  unfurl  the  ban- 
ner of  a  distinct  and  organized  party. 

How  the  experiment  succeeded  is  now  a  matter  of 
histoiy.  In  Ehode  Island,  Mr.  Sprague  and  his  ad- 
herents, powerful  neither  in  numbers  nor  in  character, 
soon  came  to  hold  the  balance  of  power.  Through 
their  instrumentality,  the  election  of  Governor  Arnold 
was  defeated  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  exercise  of 
a  conservative  power  by  the  General  Assembly,  the 
State  would  have  been  left  without  any  Government. 
To  the  same  sort  of  instrumentality  is  to  be  ascribed 
the  election  of  Mr.  Francis  in  opposition  to  Governor 
Arnold,  and  the  defeat  of  General  Greene,  when  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator,  in 
opposition  to  Mr.  Potter.  Strange  titles  these  to 
the  approbation  and  support  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Whigs ! 

The  Jackson  and  the  Anti-Masonic  parties  ultimately 
coalesced;  though  ostensibly  their  action  was  inde- 
pendent.    The  leading  anti-masons  were  hungry  for 
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office,  and  tliose  with  whom  they  had  leagued  dared 
not  withhold  whatever  was  demanded.  These  soldiers 
of  fortune  were,  in  most  eases,  well  provided  for — 
and  the  Jackson  party,  the  most  numerous  and  far  the 
best  principled,  were  obliged  virtually  to  sticcnmb  to 
the  allies  by  whose  aid  they  had  conquered. 

Thia  was  the  case  in  Rhode  Island.  Other  States 
may  furnish  some  parallel.  In  Massachusetts,  I  have 
reason  to  know,  that  one  of  Mr.  Sprague's  coadjutors 
in  the  blessed  work  of  prostrating  Free  Masonry,  the 
Eev.  Moses  Thacher,  was  elected  to  the  Massachusetts 
Senate,  in  consequence  of  his  disinterested  zeal  in  the 
good  cause.  Of  late,  he  has  rendered  himself  worthy 
of  a  different  kind  of  elevation  !  I  allude  to  him,  in 
connexion  with  Mr.  Sprague,  to  show  what  sort  of 
men  are  concerned  in  organizing  third  parties — and 
that  however  loud  may  be  their  profession  of  princi- 
ple, self-aggrandizement  is  their  fixed  and  unceasiug 
aim.  Every  man  who  values  the  quiet  of  the  State 
ought  to  vote  against  Mi\  Sprague,  for  this,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  that  he  got  up  and  that  he  kept  up  a 
third  party,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  himself  and 
his  friends  a  measure  of  influence  to  which  he  and 
they  had  no  just  claim.  For  one,  I  would  rather 
hazard  the  ascendency  of  Whig  principles  in  Rhode 
Island,  than  reward  with  the  highest  office  in  the  gift 
of  the  people,  a  man  who  can  plead  no  better  title 
to  their  favor  than  a  series  of  factious  and  selfish 
movements.  Much  should  I  prefer  the  re-election  of 
Governor  Francis,  who,  whatever  may  be  his  political 
sins,  is  always  moderate,  and  sometimes  magnanimous. 
A  few  words  more,  fellow  citizens,  and  I  have  done 
for  the  present    I  have  alluded  to  the  Masons  of 
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Khode  Island.  Do  you  not  stare  in  my  indignatron 
at  tlie  treatment  which  they  have  received  ?  Have 
they  not  been  virtually  disfranchised  ?  A  few  years 
ago,  when  Mr.  Sprague's  party  was  in  full  blast,  what 
mason  could  be  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  any  office 
of  emolument  or  of  honor  ?  So  stem  was  the  sentence 
of  proscription,  that  some  of  our  best  citizens  were 
banished  from  the  counsels  of  the  State,  merely  be- 
cause they  would  not  renounce  an  order  to  which  they 
were  attached  by  many  endearing  ties  and  consecrated 
associations.  I  felt  then,  and  I  feel  now,  that  they 
were  persecuted  men,  in  a  land  which  boasts  its  ex- 
emption from  the  spirit  of  persecution.  I  felt  then, 
and  I  feel  now,  that  the  great  principles  of  personal 
and  social  freedom  were  outraged  in  their  persons — 
that  they  were  trampled  upon  by  men  whom  they 
would  not  have  "  set  with  the  dogs  of  their  flock  !  " 
This  unmanly  and  bitter  persecution  has  ceased,  I 
trust  never  to  be  renewed.  But  one  of  the  aiders  and 
abettors  of  this  persecution,  a  maa  who  mounted  the 
ladder  of  ambition  amid  the  incense  of  an  unholy 
sacrifice,  now  wants  to  be  your  Governor.  Give  him, 
my  fellow  citizens,  a  practical  illustration  that  you  at 
least  will  not  prove  recreant  to  your  principles. 

A  Providence  Man. 
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STATE    POLITICS. 

NO.  II. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Islasd  : — 

I  allege  nothing,  my  fellow  citizens,  in  disparage- 
ment  of  tlie  private  character  of  the  Hon.  William 
Sprague.  Eelying  on  the  testimony  of  tliose  who 
know  him  familiarly,  I  am  happy  to  helieve  that,  in 
the  relations  of  domestic  and  of  social  life,  he  is  not 
without  strong  claims  to  confidence  and  respect.  He 
is  said,  moreover,  to  l)e  wealthy,  enterprising,  and  in- 
dustrious ; — sagacious  in  the  transactions  of  business, 
and  friendly  to  the  great  interests  of  Khode  Island. 
All  this  may  be  true,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  raise 
any  question  in  the  premises ;  but  it  does  not  satisfy 
my  mind,  and  I  cannot  think  it  will  satisfy  yours,  that 
Mr.  Sprague  is,  therefore,  fit  to  be  your  Governor. 
Recollect,  fellow  citizens,  that  wealth  is  a  very  doubt- 
ful teat  of  a  man's  capacity  to  preside  with  wisdom, 
and  dignity,  and  success,  over  the  concerns  of  a  politi- 
cal commonwealth  ; — that  the  shrewdness  which  is  ac- 
quired by  the  collisions  of  pecuniary  interest  is  far 
remote  from  the  far  reaching  sagacity  of  the  states- 
man ;  in  fine,  that  the  habits  of  thought  and  of  action, 
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whicli  fasten  themselves  upon  a  man  amid  tlie  cease- 
less din  of  a  cotton  factory,  are  not  precisely  those 
which  enable  him  to  guide,  with  discretion,  the  coun- 
sels of  a  state.  Are  there  not  hundreds  of  men  to  be 
found  in  the  Whig  ranks,  in  whose  favor,  similar  if 
not  stronger  reasons  might  be  urged — men,  moreover, 
who,  through  all  the  changes  of  the  tight,  have  stood 
firm  in  the  ranks — and  who  never  deserted  to  the 
enemy,  when  victory  was  about  to  perch  upon  his 
banner? 

Mr.  Sprague  was,  for  several  years,  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  Khode  Island.  As  a  legislator,  what 
service  did  he  render  to  the  State— what  evidence  of 
talent  or  of  high  moral  purpose,  did  he  give  ?  By  the 
aid  of  Jackson  votes,  he  was  elected  Speaker  of  the 
House  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Tillinghast ;  and,  as  the 
champion  if  not  the  chief  of  the  anti-masonic  party, 
he  distracted  the  counsels  of  the  State,  and  helped  to 
scatter,  far  and  wide,  the  seeds  of  personal  and  social 
animosity.  If  he  was  conspicuous  for  any  thing  else, 
let  his  supporters  show  the  fact,  and  I  will  cheerfully 
admit  it.  The  coarse  of  action  which  Mr.  Sprague,  as 
a  politician,  has  pursued,  under  circumstances  too,  at- 
taching some  suspicion  to  his  motives,  indicates,  in  my 
view,  none  of  those  qualities  of  mind  or  those  tempers 
of  heart  which  ought  to  be  found  in  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  Rhode  Island. 

I  cannot  pretend,  fellow  citizens,  to  describe,  with 
accuracy,  or  with  much  regard  to  connexion,  Mr. 
Spragae's  political  course.  He  must  have  a  keener 
and  a  steadier  eye  than  I  have,  who  can  follow  the 
movements  of  a  snake  in  the  grass — who,  with  a  new 
skin  upon  his  back,  is  either  darting  towards  his  prey, 
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or,  with  instinctive  sagacity,  is  escaping  from  the 
bruise  which  menaces  his  head.  In  process  of  time, 
Mr.  Sprague  was  dyed  a  Jackson  man.  As  the  result 
has  proved,  he  was  not  dyed  in  the  wool,  nor  was  he 
dipped  in  a  very  fast  color  !  He  was  nominated  and 
elected  to  Congress  by  the  Jackson  party,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Hod.  Tristam  Burges,  once  the  idol— 
the  magnus  Apollo— of  a  large  majority  of  the 
Ehode  Island  "Wliigs.  Whether  Mr.  Sprague  suc- 
ceeded by  the  force  of  unaided  talent,  or  by  means  of 
skillful  party  tactics,  I  leave  you,  fellow  citizens,  to 
decide.  When  he  reached  Washington  he  soon  found, 
as  all  such  men  under  similar  circumstances  must  iind, 
that  it  is  one  thing  to  be  a  manoeuvnng  demagogue 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  Ehode  Island,  and  quite 
another  thing  to  be  an  accomplished  statesman  in  the 
halls  of  Congress.  May  those  who,  with  pretensions 
equally  humble,  are  now  courting,  at  any  sacrifice,  a 
similar  distinction,  take  warning  from  the  fate  upon 
which  Mr.  Sprague  precipitated  himself.  In  his  praise, 
however,  it  ought  to  be  admitted  that  he  had  the  wis- 
dom to  be  silent,  and  that  he  burst  his  collar  when  he 
found  that  the  measures  of  the  administration  threat- 
ened to  lighten  his  pocket. 

Nearly  up  to  the  time  of  the  last  August  Election, 
Mr.  Sprague  was  deemed  by  all  parties  to  be  a  Van 
Buren  man.  As  such,  he  was  again  nominated  a  can- 
didate for  Congress,  in  connexion  with  Mr.  Pearce.  It 
is  even  said  that  this  nomination  was  pressed  upon 
him  by  the  Van  Buren  party,  after  they  knew  that  he 
was  opposed  to  them  upon  very  important  questions 
of  public  policy.    All  this  I  fully  believe ;  they  were 
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in  straits  for  an  availalile  candidate,  tliey  knew  tlieir 
man — they  knew  that  if  they  could  put  the  right 
brand  upon  him,  he  would  pass  inspection — that  ulti- 
mately, when  the  conscience  of  his  pocket  should  have 
become  somewhat  less  sensitive,  he  could  be  re-dipped 
in  a  good  strong  Van  Buren  dye,  which  would  make 
his  new  coat  appear  just  like  the  old  one. 

Seeing,  however,  that  the  tide  was  turning,  Mr 
Sprague  determined  to  come  out  as  a  Whig,  and  as  such 
to  support  the  Whig  candidates  for  Congi'ess.  Mr. 
Spragne's  conversion  was  sudden,  and  is  therefore  ex- 
posed to  the  suspicion  which  never  fails  to  attach  to 
all  sudden  conversions.  For  one,  in  view  of  his  course 
as  a  public  man,  I  cannot  feel  much  confidence  in  the 
stability  of  any  political  opinions  which  he  may  from 
time  to  time  chance  to  entertain,  and  still  less  confi- 
dence can  I  feel  in  the  permanent  triumphs  of  any 
political  party  who  may  court  his  alliance.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  Whig  candidates  for  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  Senators,  unless  a  more  acceptable  ticket  should 
be  offered  to  my  choice,  because  I  am  friendly  to  those 
principles  of  public  policy  which  the  great  Whig  party 
throughout  the  Union  are  endeavoring  to  re-establish. 

Thus  far,  fellow  citizens,  I  ask  you  to  go  with  me — ■ 
and  if  you  think  of  Mr.  Sprague  as  I  do,  go  with  me 
a  step  farther — withhold,  from  him  your  suffrages,  at 
least  till  the  gristle  of  his  Whig  principles  has  hard- 
ened into  bone.  Hereafter,  he  may  establish  some 
claim  to  your  confidence.  At  present  it  would  seem 
wise  to  distrust  him.  Act  independently  in  this  mat- 
■  ter,  fellow  citizens,  and  be  not  alarmed  for  the  result. 
;  menace,  and  heed  not  the  voice  of  melancholy 
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vaticination.  All  will  come  out  right  in  tlie  end — if 
you  only  stand  on  your  principles  ratlier  tliau  by  your 
men;— if  in  fine  you  do  not  suffer  Mr.  Sprague  and  his 
party  to  conjure  up  apparitions  to  fright  you  from,  an 
honest  purpose.  ^  Providence  Mait. 


PEOVIDBSCE  COUEIEE,  JABTJAEY  30,  183S. 


STATE   POLITICS. 
NO.  m. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  : — 

When  I  commenced  these  numbers,  fellow  citizens, 
I  expected  to  encounter  misrepresentations  and  abuse. 
In  this  expectation,  I  have  not  been  disappointed.  Be- 
fore the  sheet  which  contained  my  first  number  was 
fairly  dry,  sundry  grave  ofi^ences  were  laid  to  my 
charge.  I  was  accused  of  calumniating  the  Hon. 
William  Sprague  and  the  whole  anti-masonic  party ; 
of  indicating  an  unqualified  opposition  to  all  third  par- 
ties ;  and  worse  than  all,  of  betraying  the  spirit  of 
aristocracy.  In  order  to  sustain  these  charges,  my 
words  have  not  only  been  severed  from  their  original 
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connexion,  but  they  liave  been  perverted,  by  a  Jesu- 
itical commeiitary,  from  their  true  and  obvious  mean- 
ing. My  accuser  has  not  only  tortured  my  language 
to  anawer  his  puposes ;  but,  in  violation  of  every 
principle  of  honorable  controversy,  he  has  ascribed  to 
me  language  which  I  have  never  used  !  I  have  had 
too  much  knowledge  of  hackney  politicians,  to  be  at 
all  surprised  that  in  this  matter,  I  should  be  met  by 
what  Lord  Bacon  calls  the- expedients  of  "a  crooked 
wisdom  ; "  and  I  have  had  too  much  experience  of  life, 
to  suffer  such  annoyances  to  disturb  my  repose.  With 
men,  whose  moral  instincts  have  become  depraved  by 
a  sordid  and  exclusive  devotion  to  politics,  I  do  not 
care  to  find  favor.  They  need  not  expect,  however,  to 
tempt  me  aside  from  my  main  object  to  the  discussion 
of  irrelevant  and  unimportant  points.  I  shall  make 
with  them  no  extraneous  and  subordinate  issue. 

Postponing,  for  the  present,  all  further  examination 
of  the  qualifications  of  the  Hon.  "William  Sprague,  as 
a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor,  I  invite  your 
attention,  fellow  citizens,  to  a  topic  connected  with 
the  organization  of  the  late  Whig  Convention. 

The  Convention,  it  is  said,  was  unusually  "  numer- 
ous," and,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  it  may 
have  been  unusually  weighty.  One  thing  is  evident — 
the  moral  power  of  all  such  Conventions — or  in  other 
words,  their  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people, 
depends,  not  only  upon  the  character  of  the  individ- 
uals who  compose  them,  but  upon  the  fact  that  these 
individuals,  owe  the  trust  confided  to  them  to  the  free 
and  unbiassed  choice  of  large  and  intelligent  masses. 
I  do  not  say  that,  in  this  respect,  the  late  Convention 
is  obnoxious  to  very  serious  objection.     The  manner 
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in  wiicli  the  delegates  from  this  city  were  elected, 
may  however  be  thought  to  deserve  some  animadver- 
Bion,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  deemed  a  significant  com- 
mentary upon  a  system  of  management  which  has 
disgusted  no  inconsiderable  number  of  the  Whig 
party  in  this  city,  and  which,  if  not  abandoned,  will 
ultimately  repel  them  from  the  connexion,  and  drive 
some  of  them  perchance  into  the  rants  of  the  adver- 
sary. The  facts  of  the  case,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain  them,  for  it  was  never  thought  worth 
while  to  publish  them  in  the  newspapers,  are  briefly 
these. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  House,  at  an  un- 
usual hour  in  the  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
Delegates  to  the  Whig  Convention.  Out  of  more 
than  one  thousand  Whig  freemen,  only  nine,  it  is  said, 
were  present !  Mr.  *  *  was  appointed  Chairman 
of  the  meeting.  According  to  the  modest  and  truly 
republican  usage,  which  seems  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Whig  managers  in  this  city,  some  gentleman  pulls 
from  his  breeches  pocket,  and,  with  all  imaginable 
gravity,  presents  to  the  Chairman,  a  list  containing  the 
names  of  eight  gentlemen  who  are  thus^  nominated  to 
take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  party  in  the  approach- 
ing Convention.  The  Chaiaman  looks  at  the  list ;  now 
pauses,  with  affected  surprise,  over  this  name  and 
over  that ;  and  now  startles,  with  a  mixture  of  sur- 
prise and  modesty,  to  behold  his  own  !  Recovering, 
however,  his  self-possession,  he  puts  the  question,  and 
with  united  voice  the  breeches  pocket  nominees  are 
elected !  The  meeting  is  then  dissolved,  and  the  nine 
patriots  retire  to  their  homes,  with  the  proud  con- 
sciousness that  they  have  rendered  to  the  city  a  most 
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disinterested  service.  I  do  not  assert  that  the  late 
fai'ce  went  off  exactly  after  this  fashion — but  my  de- 
scription will  not,  it  is  believed,  vary  substantially 
from  the  truth.  To  resume,  however,  what,  after  all, 
is  intended  to  be  a  sober  discussion  and  a  plain  state- 
ment of  facts.  At  the  late  pi-imary  meeting  in  this 
city,  our  four  Representatives,  and  Messrs.  James  G. 
Anthony,  William  E.  Watson,  George  W.  Jackson,  and 
Martin  Robinson  were  elected  Delegates  to  the  Whig 
Convention.  Whether  all  of  these  gentlemen  are  en- 
titled to  the  distinction  of  being  selected  from  the  one 
thousand  Whig  voters,  for  the  pui'pose  of  exercising  a 
most  responsible  political  function,  I  leave  you  my  fel- 
low citizens  of  Providence,  to  determine  for  your- 
selves. 

I  have  introduced  this  local  topic  into  a  discussion 
upon  State  politics,  because  I  believe  that  Whig 
management  in  this  city,  will  endanger,  at  no  distant 
day,  the  ascendency  of  the  Whig  party  in  Rhode 
Island.  It  is  notorious  that  the  great  body  of  the  in- 
telligent and  substantial  men  of  that  party,  in  this  city, 
men  who  neither  hold  office  nor  want  office — are  as  mach 
strangers  to  its.  counsels,  as  if  they  were  deemed  traitors 
to  its  principles.  Indeed,  it  would  not  be  too  much 
to  say,  that  all  influences,  except  those  of  a  certain 
sort,  are  systematically  excluded.  Understand  me, 
fellow  citizens,  I  claim  for  wealth,  and  talent,  and 
moral  character,  no  extraordinary  distinctions^no  ex- 
clusive privileges.  I  contend  only  for  equal  rights — 
for  the  principle  that  no  man  ought  to  be  virtually  dis- 
franchised, because  he  happens  to  have  more  wealth, 
or  more  principle,  or  more  brains  than  his  neighbor. 
I  go  against  all  oppressive  monopolies.    I  go  for  the 
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true  republican  doctrine  tliat,  in  this  country,  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  recognize  no  distinctions — 'that, 
as  citizens,  the  rich  and  the  poor — the  learned  and  the 
unlearned — the  intelligent  and  the  dull,  are  and  ought 
to  "be  upon  terms  of  the  most  perfect  equality. 

I  desire,  fellow  citizens,  to  see  a  different  state  of 
things  in  this  city.  I  desire  to  behold,  in  our  Whig 
primary  assemblies,  the  merchant,  who,  by  a  course  of 
honest  industry,  has  come  to  own  a  stake  in  the  com- 
munity, be  that  state  great  or  small;  the  lawyer, 
whose  studies  have  familiarized  and  endeared  to  his 
mind  the  great  principles  of  constitutional  freedom 
and  popular  right ;  the  intelligent  and  unobtrusive 
mechanic  who  contributes  so  largely  to  the  prosperity 
and  to  the  moral  power  of  the  city ;  and  the  manu- 
facturer whose  business  is  so  closely  indentified  with 
the  wealth  and  the  population  of  the  whole  State. 
Why  are  not  such  men  as  I  have  described  found  in 
our  Whig  assemblies  ?  It  is  because  they  are  not 
welcome  there ! 

Is  it  not  time,  my  Whig  fellow  citizens  of  Provi- 
dence, that  there  was  a  reform  in  this  matter  ?  I  in- 
voke your  aid  for  that  purpose.  I  exhort  you  to  de- 
vote more  of  your  time  to  the  politics  of  the  State 
and  city,  and  to  watch  with  increased  jealousy  the 
movements  of  selfish  politicians.  Attend,  habitually, 
our  ward  and  other  primary  meetings.  Suffer  your- 
selves neither  to  be  brushed  aside,  nor  to  be  elbowed 
out  of  your  place,  by  a  few  noisy  and  obtrusive  men. 
Believe  me,  they  can  be  made  to  surrender  their 
usurped  control.  Apply,  in  the  first  place,  the 
"  searching  operation  "  to  your  city  government.    Ke- 
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form,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  as  much  as  need  be,  your 
Common  Council.  Next,  take  care  that  you  select,  witli 
a  wise  deliberation,  your  Representatives  in  the  Greneral 
Assembly ;  and  see  that  they  always  be  men  who  will 
never  balance  between  principle  and  popularity ;  and 
who  can  have  no  temptation  to  sacrifice  your  interests 
to  promote  their  own.  If  you  make  a  vigorous  and 
timely  effort  to  correct  the  abuses  which  have  crept 
into  the  management  of  the  Whig  party  in  this  city, 
you  may  preserve  the  integrity  of  that  party,  and  con- 
solidate its  strength.  Thus  will  you  do  good  service 
to  yourselves,  to  Rhode  Island,  and  to  the  whole 
country.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  leave  things  as 
they  now  are,  depend  upon  it,  the  Whig  party  in 
Providence  and,  by  almost  inevitable  consequence,  the 
Whig  party  in  Rhode  Island,  will,  ere  long  find  them- 
selves in  a  hopeless  minority.  For  one,  I  should  re- 
joice to  avert  this  catastrophe.  I  have  therefore, 
spoken  to  you  with  great  plainness  of  speech.  I 
have  probed  the  wound  deeply — -because  I  saw  no 
other  means  of  effecting  a  cure.  I  have  sounded  the 
alarm.     It  is  for  you  to  come  to  the  rescue. 

A  Providence  Man. 

P.  S,  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  learnt  that 
no  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town  House  ;  but  that  a 
few  of  the  faithful  assembled  in  what  is  called  the 
Committee  Room,  (those  who  wish  to  know  where  that 
is  may  inquire  at  the  Journal  Office)  and  elected  the 
delegates  to  the  Convention  !  These  eight  delegates 
have  recommended  to  their  fellow  citizens  of  Provi- 
dence, a  Prox  which  gives  to  this  city,  with  nearly 
one  fifth  of  the  population  of  the  whole  State,  neither 
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the  Governor,  nor  tlie  Lieutenant  Governor,  nor  a  sin- 
gle Senator  !     In  one  brancli  of  the  Legielatiu"e,' Provi- 
dence has  only  four  Eepresentatives — in  the  other,  ac-  . 
cording  to  present  arrangements,  she  is  to  have  none  ! 


PEOVIDENCB  COUEIEE,  FBBRUAEY  13,  1 


STATE   POLITICS. 

NO.  IV, 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island: — 

The  "Whig  Convention,  it  seems,  has  nominated  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  General  Treasurer,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Sterne,  the  present  incumbent.  I  am  not 
alone,  fellow  citizens,  in  regretting  this  movement,  nor 
am  I  alone  in  believing  that  it  will  prove,  in  the  end,  in- 
jurious to  the  "Whig  cause.  Mr,  Sterne,  it  is  admitted 
on  all  sides,  is  a  capable  officer,  and  an  honest  man. 
He  may  be  decided  in  his  politics,  but  I  do  not  learn 
that  he  is  an  intemperate  partisan.  He  has  been,  for 
several  years,  our  General  Treasurer,  and  you  need  not 
be  told,  fellow  citizens,  that  the  benefits  of  experience, 
especially  in  matters  of  finance,  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
regarded.     He  has  no  vote  in  the  General  j 
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no  political  influence  growing  out  of  the  business  or 
the  emoluments  of  his  office ;  no  extraordinary  means 
of  any  sort  for  niating  converts  to  his  political 
opinions.  Such  being  the  case,  does  it  comport  with 
the  avowed  principles,  and  with  the  loud  professions 
of  the  Whig  party,  to  displace  a  faithful  public  ser- 
vant, merely  because  his  politics  are  not  in  accordance 
with  their  own?  Shall  we  who  have  felt  the  terrors 
of  proscription — shall  we  who  have  defended,  with  so 
much  indignation,  the  rights  of  opinion  against ,  the 
assaults  of  our  adversaries — shall  we,  even  before  our 
triumph  is  assured,  commence  the  work  of  ferocious 
retaliation  ?  I  trust  not,  my  fellow  citizens.  I  trust 
that  however  false  the  Convention  may  be  to  Whig 
principles,  that  you  will  resolve  to  maintain  them, 
through  evil  report  and  through  good  report. 

In  this  matter,  however,  fellow  citizens,  I  assume 
other  if  not  stronger  ground.  The  late  dominant 
party  in  this  State,  thanks  to  the  interposition,  the  in- 
trepid and  magnanimous  interposition,  of  Governor 
Francis,  have  never  formally  opposed  the  re-election  of 
the  Whig  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Whig  Attorney 
General.  They  may  have  sought  to  do  it ;  but  they 
have  not  done  it.  They  yielded  their  desires,  nay,  in 
one  instance  it  is  believed,  their  fixed  purpose,  to  the 
wise  and  moderate  counsels  of  our  present  Governor. 
Thus,  not  only  have  these  excellent  officers  been  suf- 
fered to  remain  undisturbed  amid  the  strife  of  oppos- 
ing parties  ;  but,  what  I  deem  of  vastly  more  impor- 
tance, strength  has  been  given  to  the  sentiment  that 
there  ought  to  be,  at  least,  three  offices  which,  the  trad- 
ing politicians  of  our  State,  are  not  to  include  in  their 
account  of  stock. 
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So  long  as  action  is  irreproachable,  it  is  not  wise  too 
nicely  to  scrutinize  motive.  In  preventing  opposi- 
tion to  Mr.  Bowen,  and  to  General  Greene,  it  is  well 
known  tliat  Governor  Francis  hazarded  the  displeasure 
of  many  of  his  political  friends;  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  he  acted,  in  the  premises,  from  an  honest  desire 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State.  Let  the  Whigs 
of  Rhode  Island  now  reciprocate  these  tokens  of  mag- 
nanimous forbearance,  or,  if  they  are  resolved  to 
quarrel  with  motives,  let  them  imitate  the  sagacious 
policy  of  their  opponents.  Let  them  leave  honest 
Mr.  Sterne  to  smoke  his  pipe,  undistnrbed  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Treasury  office.  If  he  take  good  eare 
of  our  money,  let  us  not  seek  to  "  punish  "  him  for  his 
■  opinions.  Let  ns,  above  all,  look  well  to  the  distant 
future.  It  is  proclaimed  by  our  trumpeters,  that  we 
are  on  the  eve  of  a  brilliant  triumph.  How  this  may 
be,  I  know  not.  But  this  I  do  know,  that  the  hour  of 
tiiumpb  is  often  the  hour  of  the  greatest  danger ; 
and  that  for  parties  as  well  as  for  individuals,  the 
truest  policy  is  an  uncompromising  adherence  to  prin- 
ciple. 

Lest  I  should  greatly  transcend  the  limits  which  I 
had  prescribed  for  this  address,  one  other,  and  what 
seems  to  me  an  equally  well  founded  objection  to  the 
Whig  Prox,  must  be  deferred  till  a  more  convenient 
season.  Meantime,  fellow  citizens,  allo\v  me  to  offer 
to  your  consideration  a  few  general  remarks'. 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Sprague,  the  stronger  becomes  my  hostility  to  the  new 
dynasty,  which  the  Johnston  and  Providence  Regency 
is  attempting  to  fasten  upon  us.  For  several  years 
past,  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  iiave  elected  tor  their 
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Grovernor,  a  gentleman  whose  good  sense,  unljlemished 
private  morals,  conciliatory  manners,  and  patriotic  in- 
tentions have  commanded,  even  fiom  his  adversaries, 
confidence  and  respect.  Governor  Francis,  moreover, 
from  his  peculiar  position,  is  "better  fitted  to  be  onr 
Governor  than  almost  any  other  man  in  Rhode  Island. 
His  occupations,  as  a  practical  farmer,  leave  him  suffi- 
cient leisure,  not  only  to  discharge  with  fidelity,  the 
duties  of  his  office,  but  to  acquire  and  to  put  forth, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  State,  a  powerful  and  conserva- 
tive influenca  That  he  is  identified  with  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  and  that  he  enjoys  the  special  favor  of 
that  interest,  is,  mth  me,  in  the  present  situation  of 
our  State  politics,  a  decided  reason  for  preferring  him 
to  Mr.  Sprague.  To  "be  more  explicit.  In  these  times 
of  political  and  social  agitation,  I  look  chiefly  to  the 
farmers  to  protect  the  State  against  crude  and  danger- 
ous projects  of  reform ;  against  legislative  encroach- 
ment upon  the  rights  of  private  property;  against 
philanthropic  disorganizers  of  all  sorts ;  against  gen- 
teel demagogues,  trading  politicians,  and  hobby-horsi- 
cal  legislator ; — in  fine,  i^ainst  the  animating  spirit  of 
all  political  mischief — that  spirit  which  seeks  to 
fasten  upon  Rhode  Island  the  curse  of  universal  suf- 
frage !  I  believe,  fellow  citizens,  with  one  of  the 
illustrious  statesmen  of  the  school  of  Washington,  that 
"those  who  own  the  country  ought  to  govern  the 
country."  In  this  sentiment,  I  rejoice  to  think,  that 
an  immense  majority  of  my  fellow  citizens  most  cor- 
dially concur,  I  beseech  them  however,  to  beware, 
how  they  peril  the  distinctive  glory  of  Rhode  Island — 
the  grand  conservative  principle  of  her  tranquillity, 
her  prosperity,  and  her  honor !    Let  them  have  a  care, 
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how  ttey  elect  a  man  to  be  their  Governor,  who  is  sup- 
ported by  the  odds  and  ends  of  all  parties  ;  and  who, 
whatever  may  be  his  avowed  principles  or  his  secret 
wishes,  can  hardly  be  expected,  with  the  Regency  at  his 
elbow,  and  the  Radicals  at  his  heels,  to  stand  fiimly 
upon  the  good  old  Rhode  Island  platform ! 

I  do  not  know,  fellow  citizens,  that  Governor  Francis 
will  consent  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election.  I  am  not 
in  his  confidence,  and  I  am  a  stranger  to  the  counsels  of 
his  party.  I  repeat  it,  however,  that  I  should  be  reluct- 
ant to  exchange  him  for  Mr.  Sprague.  I  believe,  more, 
over,  that  such  an  exchange  would  ultimately  be  fatal 
to  the  Whig  party  in  Rhode  Island.  Thus  far  they 
have  contended  for  principle,  and  they  have  deserved 
success.  Betrayed  by  their  leaders,  into  the  support 
of  a  man  in  whose  political  principles  they  can  feel 
no  confidence,  they  may  chance  to  come  off  victorious 
in  the  approaching  contest.  But  such  a  victory  will 
be  worse  to  them  than  a  defeat.  If  they  succeed  in 
electing  Mr.  Sprague,  the  Whig  party  will  not  only 
put  in  jeopardy  their  distinctive  principles— but  they 
will  lose  their  proud  name.  They  will'come  to  be  de- 
nominated "The  Sprague  Party."  They  will  be 
named  after  their  Chief;  and  by  him,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Regency,  ^vill  they  be  ruled.  What  may 
we  expect  will  be  the  policy  of  the  new  Regency  1 
Their  cardinal  purpose — ^their  overruling  consideration 
— their  inflexible  aim — my  fellow  citizens,  will  be  to 
maintain  themselves  in  power  and  place !  And  for 
what  purpose  ?  That  such  men  as  John  Whipple, 
John  Pitman,  Tristam  Barges,  Benjamin  Hazard,  and 
1  L.  Tillinghast  may  be  chosen  to  do  you  both 
i  service  and  high  honor  in  the  Halls  of  Congress  ? 
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Ko,  my  fellow  citizens,  they  seek  power  and  place,  for 
no  such  end.  The  whole  matter  is  well  understood. 
When  Mr.  Eohbina's  tei-m  of  service  expires.  Governor 
Sprague  is  to  "be  his  successor  !  If  Mr.  Knight  should 
resign,  "  the  gentleman  from  Johnston  "  is  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  our  General  Assembly  to  a  wider  theatre 
of  ambition  and  renown.  In  due  season,  the  other 
members  of  the  Regency  are  to  come  in  for  their  share 
of  the  spoils.  If  those  who  are  in  the  way  will  neither 
resign  nor  die,  to  accommodate  the  expectants,  why,  in 
the  last  resort,  they  can  be  pushed  aside  !  This  op- 
eration the  liegency  well  understand. 

A  Providence  jWan. 


PROVIDENCE  COnRlEE,  MARCH  23,  1838. 


STATE    POLITICS. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Isdawd: — 

I  HAVE  no  fears,  fellow  citizens,  for  the  success  of 
Whig  principles,  at  the  approaching  election.  These 
principles,  unless  my  wishes  strangely  mislead  my 
judgment,  will  be  sustained  by  a  triumphant  majority. 
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Whether  or  not  Mr.  Sprague  will  be  elected  your 
Grovemor,  is  quite  another  matter.  For  one,  I  should 
rejoice  at  his  defeat.  He  has  no  title  to  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  no  hold  upon  their  affections.  He 
commenced  his  political  career  as  a  disorganizer,  and 
he  followed  his  trade,  so  long  aa  he  found  it  profits^ 
Me.  For  years,  he  was  conspicuous  only  for  his  ability 
to  work  confusion  in  the  counsels  of  the  State,  and 
for  his  skill  in  thwarting  Whig  measures.  For  his 
agency  in  producing  the  downfall  of  the  Whig  party, 
he  was  ultimately  rewarded  with  a  seat  in  Congress, 
Recollecting  these  things,  I  cannot  cease  to  wonder 
that  the  Johnston  and  Providence  Regency,  should 
have  caused  such  a  man  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Whig  Prox — a  man  who.  has  been  true  to  no  politi- 
cal connexion,  now  leaguing  with  this  party,  and  now 
with  that, — now  joining  the  anti-masons  that  he  might 
■use  them  as  tools  ;  and  now  allying  himself  with  the 
Van  Burenites,  that  he  might  make  them  his  dupes  ;— 
now  persecuting  the  Freemasons,  and  now  exulting 
over  the  fall  of  the  Whigs.  Would  the  Regency  have 
us  believe  that  policy  is  better  than  principle — that 
victory  is  before  honor— that  the  sagacity  of  pi'actised 
Jesuitism  is  more  available  in  politics  than  the  de- 
cisions of  an  unsophisticated  conscience. 

It  is  declared  by  one  of  his  supporters  that,  at  a 
particular  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  State,  "  the  Jack- 
son party  came  over  to  Mr.  Sprague  !  "  This  declara- 
tion is  made  to  illustrate  the  political  influence  of  Mr. 
Spragua  Those  of  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  who  are 
familiar  with  English  history,  have  heard  of  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  whom  Shakspeare  terms  the  "  proud  set- 
ter up  and  puller  down  of  kings."     The  illustrious. 
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poet  makes  this  formidable  political  manager  exclaim 
as  followa : — 

"  Neither  the  king,  nop  he  that  loves  him  hest, 
The  proudest  he  that  holds  up  Lancaster, 
Dare  stir  a  wing,  if  Warwick  shake  his  hells, 
I'll  plant  Plautagenet — root  him  up  who  dares," 

The  tone  of  "  our  sweet  Warwick,"  is  somewhat 
more  subdued.  He  is  not  a  man  to  deal  in  boasts  or 
to  resort  to  intimidation.  That  business  he  has  wisely 
left  to  his  supporters ;  and  they  have  been  faithful  to 
their  trust.  Again  and  again,  have  they  told  us  of  the 
power  and  the  influence  of  this  modem  Earl  of  "War- 
wick, who  has  signalized  himself  as  the  "setter  up 
and  the  puller  down,"  not  of  kings  but  of  parties. 
First,  he  set  up  the  anti-masonic  party ; — next,  he  set 
up  the  Jackson  party  ;  he  is  now  employed  in  setting 
up  the  Whig  party,  which  once  he  pulled  down  !  It 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  aid  so  liable  to  be  found 
treacherous  in  the  end  will  be  accepted  or  rejected  by 
the  majoiity  of  the  Whigs.  In  past  times,  they  have 
had  a  bitter  taste  of  Mr.  Sprague's  quality.  'Let  them 
beware  of  him,  for"  the  futura  I  hope  and  believe 
they  will  prefer  a  more  consistent  and  upright  politi- 
cian. The  Whig  party  may  be  a  free  horse— but  is 
that  a  reason  why  any  jockey  should  be  free  to  mount 
him? 

I  come,  now,  fellow  citizens,  to  another  well  founded 
objection  to  which,  in  my  judgment,  the  Whig  Pros  is 
liable.  In  my  third  number,  a  brief  reference  was 
made  to  this  objection.  It  will  not  now  require  a  pro- 
longed examination. 

I  was    conversant,    my   fellow    citizens,   with  the 
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politics  of  Ehode  Island,  wten  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Kegency  were  studying  their  political  liomTjook.  If 
my  memory  be  not  in  fault,  during  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  years,  the  preceding  year  excepted,  Providence 
has  been  represented  in  our  State  Senate.  For  nearly 
the  whole  of  that  portion  of  time,  our  Governor  was 
a  citizen  of  Providence.  If  oui-  Governor  was,  in  any 
case,  selected  from  another  town,  our  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor w^  selected  from  Providence.  But  this  is  not 
all.  A  Senator,  has  almost  always  been  assigned  to 
Providence.  Year  after  year,  have  such  men  as  John 
Innes  Clarke,  Henry  Smith,  Moses  Lippitt,  Nicholas 
Brown,  Jeremiah  B.  Howell,  Philip  Martin,  <fec.,  all 
Providence  men,  occupied  the  post  of  first  Senator, 
and  guarded,  in  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  our  Legisla- 
ture, the  interests  and  the  rights  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
It  is  now  some  time,  since  Providence  has  been  with- 
out a  single  Representative  in  the  Senate.  "With 
nearly  one  fifth  of  the  population  of  the  State,  with 
varipus  and  important  interests  to  be  affected  by  al- 
most every  act  of  legislation— and  -ivith  only  four 
Representatives  in  the  House,  it  would  seem  to  be  no 
more  than  right,  that  Providence  should  have  at  least 
one  voice  in  the  Senate.  Understand  me,  fellow  citi- 
zens, I  claim  for  my  town,  no  accumulation^no  mo- 
nopoly of  political  honors — I  ask  for  her  simply  a  fair 
participation  in  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State.  I 
supplicate  no  favors  for  Providence,  but,  in  her  behalf, 
I  demand  justice. 

In  the  Whig  Convention,  this  city  was  represented 
by  eight  delegates,  chosen,  it  is  believed,  by  less  than 
twenty  freemen !  These  delegates  may  have  been 
true  to  their  numerous  constituents,  but  I  cannot  see 
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that  they  were  true  to  the  interests  of  the  city.  Did 
any  one  of  them  remonstrate  against  the  injustice  of 
thus  leaving  Providence,  with  no  other  political  dis- 
tinction than  that  of  bearing  a  large  share  of  the  pub- 
lic burthens,  and  of  being  the  head  quarters  of  the 
Regency?  Eepresenting,  in  theory,  more  than  a  thou- 
sand Whig  freemen,  they  might,  without  risking  the 
imputation  of  arrogance,  have  insisted  that  at  least 
one  of  the  ten  Senators  should  be  selected  from  Provi- 
dence. To  Warwick,  they  consented  to  give  not  only 
the  Governor,  but  a  Senator — for  Providence  they  ob- 
tained nothing  but  the  privilege  of  bearing  burthens, 
without  sharing  in  benefits.  Our  antagonists  were 
more  just  and  more  sagacious.  They  have  nominated 
Eichmond  Bullock,  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  sub- 
stantial citizens,  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  first 
Senator.  So  much  confidence  is  felt  in  his  good  sense, 
and  so  exempt  is  he  known  to  be  from  a  feverish  thirst 
for  promotion,  that  many  Whigs  will  no  doubt  vote 
for  him.  They  will  support  him,  for  another  reason. 
Extraordinary"  as  the  assertion  may  seem,  our  four 
Representatives  are  not  always  the  free  aiid  deliber- 
ate choice  of  a  majority  of  the  freemen.  He  must  be 
a  stranger  to  our  city  politics,  who  does  not  know  that 
individuals  are  elected  Representatives  from  this,  city,  . 
sometimes  upon  the  nomination  of  packed  conventions, 
and  sometimes  by  the  influence  of  artificial  combina- 
tions. For  these  and  other  reasons,  therefore,  it  is 
desirable  that  Providence  should  have  an  intelligent, 
disinterested  and  intrepid  Representative  in  the  Sen- 
ate. This  city  has  important  interests  to  be  guarded, 
and  to  be  fostered — interests  liable,  as  the  history  of 
oui-  State  Legislation  vrill  show — sometimes  to  be  bar- 
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gained  away,  and  sometimes  to  be  trampled  upon.  As 
"A  Providence  Man,"  I  covet  for  my  fellow  citizens, 
and  for  myself,  some  additional  protection.  We  need 
such  protection.  Our  riglit  to  it  we  have  neither  sur- 
rendered nor  forfeited.     In  justice,  it  ought  no  longer 

to  be  withheld.  .    -r,  -,r 

A  i  RoviDENCE  Man, 


PROVIDENCE  COURIER,  APRIL  6,  1833. 


STATE    POLITICS. 

NO.   VI. 


To  THE  PEOPtB  OF  Ehode  Island  : — 

In  addressing  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  on  the  subject 
of  State  Politics,  I  have  been  swayed  neither  by  per- 
sonal enmity,  nor  by  factious  impulse.  Dissenting 
from  the  nomination  of  the  Hon.  William  Sprague  for 
the  office  of  Governor,  I  have  assigned  various  reasons 
for  such  dissent.  To  what  weight  these  reasons  may 
be  entitled,  is  left  for  you  to  determina  Dissatisfied, 
in  common  with  a  large  number  of  my  Wliig  brethren, 
with  the  cabal  who  are  permitted  to  shape  the  desti- 
nies of  the  Whig  party,  I  have  expressed,  let  me  hope 
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with  no  unwarranted  severity,  their  dissatisfaction  and 
my  own.  My  task  is  done.  Having  no  taste  for 
gladiatorial  strife,  I  leave  the  arena  to  those  who  love 
the  fight  most  when  it  becomes  the  hottest. 

In  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  I  have  paused  to 
retaliate  no  blows.  Thickly,  if  not  heavily,  have  they 
fallen  upon  me  ;  but  I  have  survived  them  all,  in  un- 
broken strength,  and  what  is  better  still,  in  perfect 
good  humor.  One  opponent,  who  signs  himself  "  A 
True  Whig,"  has  denounced  me  as  an  aristocrat.  This 
is  a  genuine  Loco  Foco  argument.  Had  I, been  dis- 
posed to  cany  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  it 
would  not  have  been  difficult  to  have  convinced  you 
that  the  worst  aristocrats  are  the  demagogues  who 
flatter  the  people  in  order  to  betray  them,  and  that 
there  are  collar  men  and  spoils  men  in  more  parties 
than  one. 

Again,  another  newspaper  opponent  has  made  the 
notable  discovery  that  I  have  lost  my  popularity,  and 
that  I  "want  to  be  Governor!"  Fellow  citizens,  it 
matters  little  who  or  what  I  am,  but  allow  me  to  tell 
you,  at  parting,  that  I  belong  to  the  rank  and  flle  of 
the  Wliig  party  in  Rhode  Island ;  and  that  my  highest 
ambition  is  to  follow  the  lead,  not  of  versatile,  trading 
politicians,  but  of  consistent,  wise  and  patriotic  men — 
of  men  who,  through  evil  and  through  good  report, 
will  stand  by  their  PErNcrpLEs,  leaving  their  poput 
LAEiTT  to  take  care  of  itself. 

A  Peovidekce  Maw, 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURKAL,   OCTOBER  9,  13il. 


TO   THE    PEOPLE   OF   RHODE   ISLAND. 

THE  SUFFRAGE  MOVEMENT. -NO.  I. 


A  BODY  of  men  is  now  in  session,  in  this  city,  for 
the  purpose  of  framing  a  written  Constitution  for  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island.  If  the  Masonic  Hall  "be  used 
by  these  men  as  a  theatre,  in  which  Messrs.  Dorr,  At- 
well  &  Co.,  are  permitted  to  rehearse  their  speeches 
which  they  are  to  "  bring  out "  at  the  November  Con- 
vention, who  so  churlish  as  to  object  to  an  eifort  to 
contribute  to  the  innocent  amusement  of  this  dull 
town  ?  If,  moreover,  this  same  hall  be  used  either 
for  the  manufacture  of  political  capital  which  is  to  go 
to  the  benefit  of  the  Loco  Focos,  or  as  an  arena  on 
which  Messrs.  Dorr  and  Pearee  shall  engage  in  a  gen- 
erous strife,  in  order  to  show  which  of  them  is  the 
truer  democrat  and  the  more  disinterested  patriot, 
why,  even  then,  there  would  be  no  cause  for  the  lan- 
guage of  indignant  reprobation.  If,  again,  the  Masonic 
Hall  be  used  on  this  occasion,  as  a  sort  of  safety  valve 
through  which  superabundant  steam  is  to  be  allowed 
to  escape,  the  friends  of  peace  and  of  order  will  not 
be  slow  to  applaud  the  ingenioiis  contrivance.      If 
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howevei",  this  suffi'age  Convention,  a  body  deriving  ita 
origin  from  no  law  and  acting  under  the  sanctions  of 
no  law,  mean  to  impose  the  constitution  which  they 
may  adopt  upon  the  people  of  this  State,  why,  then 
the  matter  is  to  he  received  in  a  very  different  light. 
It  parts  at  once  with  its  innocent  theatrical  attributes ; 
and  with  its  shrewd  political  ends  and  aims,  it  loses, 
even,  the  poor  merit  of  being  allied  to  the  "  peaceable 
remedy  of  nullification  ! ! "  It  becomes  revolutio  nary 
in  its  character,  and  treasonable  in  its  designs. 

Men  belonging  to  this  Convention,  have  formally 
proclaimed  over  and  over  again,  "that  a  Constitution, 
adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  male  citizens  of  the 
State  over  twenty  one  years  of  age,  will  be,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ! ! 
Attempt  to  carry  out  this  principle,  and  we  should  at 
once  be  in  the  midst  of  scienes  which  would  require 
Messrs.  Dorr,  Pearce,  Atwell,  and  their  deluded  fol- 
lowers, to  wield  some  other  weapons  than  their  tongues 
and  their  pens.  Do  these  gentlemen  suppose  that  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island,  the  legal  people,  the  people 
proper,  will  tamely  suffer  the  best.  State  government 
now  existing  in  the  United  States  to  be  trampled  in 
the  dust,  by  men  whom,  if  they  are  true  to  their  prin- 
ciples, it  would  be  most  unsafe  to  entrust  with  power  ? 
In  a  solemn  address  to  the  People  of  this  State, 
adopted  at  IS'ewpoii;,  in  J^lne  last,  and  signed  by 
Charles  Collins,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  and  by  others,  who, 
in  the  language  of  Doctor  Johnson,  "  have  made  them- 
selves public,  without  making  themselves  known,"  we 
find  the  following  significant  declarations : 

"  The  friends  of  the  reform  must  depend  on  their 
own  active    euei'gies.      The    laws   of    the    State   are 
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against  them.  The  legislative  authority  ia  against 
them.  The  custom  of  more  than  half  a  century  is 
against  them.  And  no  douht  the  opinions,  interests, 
political  aspirations,  and  the  prejudices  and  preposses- 
sions of  a  majority  of  the  landed  interest,  ai-e  against 
them.  To  the  timid  mind,  and  to  the  mind  that  has 
not  investigated  the  subject,  all  these  may  present  a 
poweiful,  hostile  array. 

"  However  forbidding  the  obstacles  that  may  present 
themselves — however  dark  and  frowning  the  aspect  of 
the  opposition — however  threatening  the  arm  of  power 
suspended  over  us — they  are  mere  shadowy  and  un- 
substantial forms;  and  a  single  act  of  the  majority  of 
the  whole  people  of  Rhode  Island,  will  be  found  suffi- 
cient to  sweep  them  all  away.  The  people— the 
"  numerical  force,"  have  but  to  proclaim  their  will,  to 
resume  their  orginal  powers,  and  assert  their  original 
rights." 

If,  fellow  citizens,  these  declarations  do  not  imply  a 
determination  to  resort  to  the  "  revolutionary  power," 
for  the  redress  of  grievances,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  com- 
prehend what  they  do  mean.  In  harmony  with  the 
spirit  of  these  declarations,  were  several  of  the  mottoes 
which  decorated  the  banners  of  the  grand  Suffrage 
Parade,  in  this  city.  In  harmony  with  the  spirit  of 
these  declarations,  also,  is  the  language  of  "the  New 
^ge " — the  language  of  Resolutions  adopted,  and  of 
speeches  made  in  public  meetings — and  the  street  talk 
of  some  of  the  most  violent  of  the  party.  Alluding 
to  the  suspension  of  work  at  the  cotton  mills,  when 
the  delegates  to  the  Suffrage  Convehtion  were  chosen, 
the  "  New  Age  "  remarked  thus — "  this  shows  that  the 
people  had  learned  that  they  have  rights,  and  are  de- 
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termined  to  take  them,  come  what  will ! "  Such 
language  evinces  what  spirit  these  Suffrage  men  are 
of.  If  they  be  such  in  the  green  tree,  what  will  they 
not  be  in  the  dry  ? 

"  The  Laws  of  the  State,"  say  the  Suffrage  men, 
"are  against  us;  and  the  legislative  authority  is 
against  us."  '  But  what  of  all  that  ?  What  do  we 
care  for  the  laws,  or  for  the  legislative  authority,— so 
long  as  the  "numerical  force,"  is  with  us  !  to  numeri- 
cal force  we  mean  to  appeal — and  the  numerical  force 
will  adjust,  in  a  summary  manner,  all  vexatious  ques- 
tions concerning  such  antiquated  matters  as  law  and 
authority ! 

Think  not,  fellow  citizens,  that  I  am  betrayed  by 
the  violence  of  misguided  men,  into  the  belief,  that 
we  are  about  to  be  precipitated  into  the  midst  of  a 
Revolution  !  I  have  no  fears  that  the  tyi-anny  of  the 
land  holders,  of  which  such  giievous  complaints  have 
been  uttered,  is  in  danger  of  being  exchanged  for 
what,  if  King  Numbers,  is  to  lord  it  over  our  heritage, 
accoiding  to  his  own  pleasure,  would  be  little  better 
than  the  tyranny  of  the  mob.  At  a  crisis  like  the 
present,  I  place  my  hopes,  not  in  the  numerical  force — 
but  in  the  moral  power  of  the  State ;  in  the  wisdom 
and  good  sense  of  citizens  of  every  order — but  more 
especially  in  the  sober  and  conscientious  judgments  of 
the  farmers  of  Ehode  Island — too  intrepid  to  be  over- 
awed by  menace ;  too  patriotic  to  remain  inert,  when 
the  institutions  of  the  State  are  thus  sought  to  be 
overthrown.  I  repeat  it,  fellow  citizens,  I  have  no 
fears  for  the  issua  '  Desperate  politicians,  who  "  lack 
preferment," — may  rush  madly  into  the  strife — timid 
politicians,  who  cannot  dismiss  their  apprehension  that 
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fidelity  to  principle  may,  some  time  or  other,  cost 
them  a  vote,  may  shrinlr, — I  had  almost  said,  skulk, 
from  the  strife ;  but  enough  of  stout  hearts  and  stout 
hands  will  yet  remain,  to  defend  the  laws  against  vio- 
lation— to  protect  the  legislative  authority  from  usur- 
pation—to maintain  the  legal  people  in  the  possession 
of  their  legal  rights^ — to  rescue  the  State-  not  only 
from  anarchy — but  from  disgrace. 

A  EiiODE  Island  Man. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  OCTOBER  351,  1841. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE   SUEFKAGE  MOVEMENT.-NO.  IL 


Fellow  Citizens  :— I  believe,  with  John  Jay,  that 
those  who  own  the  country  ought  to  govern  the  coun- 
try. That  illustrious  republican  statesman  knew 
something  about  the  nature  of  man,  the  science  of 
government,  the  dangers  to  which  the  liberties  of  the 
people  are  exposed.  In  all  these  high  matters,  he  was, 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  quite  as  well  versed  as  any 
of  the  men  who,  in  the  late  Free  Suifrage  Conven- 
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tion,  spouted  loud  and  long  in  the  support  of  princi- 
ples which  they  had  neither  the  honesty  nor  the 
courage  to  carry  ouit.  During  every  stage  of  this  agi- 
tation, theories,  the  most  wild  and  impracticable,  have 
been  paraded  in  the  speeches  and  documents  of  the 
Khode  Island  Suffrage  Association.  All  this,  it  would 
now  seem,  was  intended  only  for  the  purposes  of 
parade, — to  captivate  the  unthinking,  to  dupe  the 
ignorant — to  exasperate  the  discontented.  The  men 
who  have  broached  these  theories  never  meant  to  re- 
duce them  to  practice.  In  the  prosecution  of  their 
design  to  win  to  the  support  of  their  cause  all  sorts 
of  men,  by  all  sorts  of  means,  they  have  dealt  largely 
in  prosy  disquisitions  about  natural  right, — freedom 
and  equality — the  largest  liberty,  &c. ;  and  have 
lavished  the  most  eloquent  vituperation  upon  the  aris- 
tocracy usurpation,  despotism,  &c.,  under  which  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island  have  gi'oaned,  for  two  hundred 
years,  and  from  which  multiform  tyranny  they  affect  to 
believe  that  God  has  given  them  a  mission  to  deliver 
the  oppi-essed.  The  secret  of  all  this  agitation  about 
Free  Suffi-^e  in  Rhode  Island,  is  coming  to  be  pretty 
well  understood.  An  air  of  suspicion  has  been 
thrown  around  the  whole  movement,  by  the  extremely 
active  participation  therein  of  certain  gentlemen,  who 
have  never  been  remai-kable  for  taking  very  good  care 
of  the  people,  except  when  they  expected  the  people  to 
take  very  good  care  of  them.  These  gentlemen,  in  the 
late  Convention,  trampled  upon  some  of  their  favorite 
theories,  with  an  audacity  so  calm  and  collected  that, 
under  circumstances  less  grave,  there  would  arise  in 
the  public  mind,  a  struggle  between  admiration  and 
merriment.     As  things  are,  however,  the  predominant 
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sentiment  is  indignation — indignation,  that  those  wlio 
have  preached  up,  till  they  were  hoarse,  the  doctrines 
of  undiluted  democratic  equality,  should  not  hesitate, 
for  the  sake  of  expediency,  to  turn  their  backs  upon 
their  own  principles  !  The  zeal  of  the  apostle  is  how- 
ever a  more  easy  virtue  than  the  courage  of  the  mar- 
tyr ;  and  bankrupt  politicians,  and  third  rate  lawyers, 
and  little  men,  rebelliug  against  the  destiny  which 
nature  has  assigned  to  them,  are,  after  all,  not  the  most 
disinterested  patriots ;  or  the  most  suitable  persons 
to  lay  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  civil  gov- 
ei'ument. 

To  recur,  however,  to  the  maxim  of  John  Jay — 
those  who  own  the  country  ought  to  govern  the  coun- 
try— or,  accommodating  the  maxim  more  precisely  to 
our  purpose,  those  who  own  the  State  of  Rliode 
Island  ought  to  govern  the  State  of  Ehode  Island. 
"Woe  be  to  us,  my  fellow  citizens,  if  we  ever  adopt  a 
Constitution,  by  whomsoever  framed,  which  does  not 
embody  this  principle,  and,  which  does  not  at  the 
same  time  protect  it,  as  far  as  practicable,  against  the 
machinations  of  the  demagogue,  and  the  temporary 
excitements  to  which  the  popular  mind  is  exposed. 
For  one,  I  object  to  no  extension  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage which  will  leave  unimpaired  the  principle  of  a 
landed  qualification,  I  am,  however,  free  to  confess 
my  feai's  that  any  change  would  ultimately  be  per- 
verted to  the  destruction  of  that  great  conservative 
principle  of  our  government. 

Is  not  the  maxim  of  Jay — those  who  own  the  coun- 
try ought  to  govern  the  country — fortified  by  the  dic- 
tates of  common  sense  and  of  universal  experience? 
It  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  right  of  voting 
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should  be  subjected  to  some  restriction,  with  a  view 
to  secure,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  discreet  exercise  of 
that  right.  Hence,  the  qualifications,  as  to  sex,  age, 
residence,  and  sometimes  even  color,  which  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitutions  or  the  laws  of  different 
communities.  These  laws  all  proceed  upon  the  gen- 
eral principle  that  no  one  should  be  permitted  to  ex- 
ercise the  elective  franchise,  who  does  not  furnish  some 
evidence  of  his  fitness  for  the  discharge  of  that  im- 
portant function.  These  loose  and  inadequate  regular 
tions  are  better  than  none^thoiigh  they  are  next  to 
none.  They  do  not  furnish  the  best  evidence  of  ca- 
pacity for  a  faithful,  independent,  and  patriotic  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  suffrage.  The  least  fallacious 
standard  of  such  capacity  is  the  possession  of  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  safest  standard  for  any  community  to 
adopt  is  property  in  the  soil.  In  Rhode  Island,  be  it 
remembered,  no  man  is  disfranchised.  Every  man 
may  vote,  who  is  qualified  by  law  to  vote ;  and  the 
rate  of  qualification  is  not  so  high  as  to  operate  as  a 
virtual  distranchisement.  Be  it  likewise  remembered, 
that,  in  requiring  a  landed  qualification,  no  privilege 
is  conferred  upon  any  man,  merely  because  he  owns 
land,  be  it  much  or  little.  Ownership  of  the  soU  is 
deemed  to  be  evidence  of  interest  in  the  stability  and 
wise  administration  of  that  government  which  must 
protect  the  soil ;  and,  moreover,  it  is  deemed  to  be 
evidence  that  the  voter,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  will 
not  join  the  floating  masses  in  flying  from  the  post  of 
danger.  Again  :  The  possession  of  property  in  land 
implies,  generally  speaking,  those  habits  of  industry, 
sobriety  and  economy,  in  a  word,  those  mental  and 
moral  characteristics — without  which  iio  man  is  fltted 
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to  diseharge  the  right  of  sxiffrage.  Under  our  Rhode 
Island  system,  a  few  worthy  men  may  find  it  incon- 
venient to  "become  voters ;  but  let  them  reflect  how 
large  would  be  the  number  of  worthless  men  who 
would  make  themselves  felt  at  our  elections,  if  ever 
our  Rhode  Island  system  should  be  discarded.  When 
oppression  exists,  or  when  aJiy  danger  of  oppression  is 
apprehended,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  resort  to  the 
revolutionary  power.  At  present,  is  it  not  the  part 
of  virtue  and  of  wisdom  to  remain  tranq^lil  under 
what,  in  individual  cases,  may  seem  to  be  the  harsh 
operation  of  a  most  excellent  general  rule  ? 

The  evils  of  universal  suffrage  are  illustrated,  my 
fellow  citizens,  by  the  experience  of  every  State  in 
this  Union.  In  some  States  rather  than  in  others, 
these  evils,  for  obvious  reasons,  are  less  conspicuously 
exhibited.  Where  the  teiTitory  of  a  political  commu- 
nity is  large,  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of  that 
community  are  alike ;  and,  especially,  where  the 
landed  interest  is  predominant,  universal  suffrage  can- 
not do  its  work  of  unmitigated  mischief.  It  helps  no 
State  to  advance  in  the  career  of  wealth,  honor,  or 
happiness ;  though,  thanks  to  the  elastic  energies  of 
freedom,  and  other  counteracting  agencies,  States  pros- 
per in  spite  of  it ! 

For  two  hundred  years  and  more,  we,  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island,  liave  lived  happily  under  our  present 
form  of  government,  enjoying  the  richest  blessings  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom — increasing  constantly  in 
wealth  and  population — oppressed  by  no  taxes — 
cursed  by  no  expensive  establishments— disturbed  by 
no  rancorous  factions.  Throughout  all  this  time,  the 
political  power  of  the  State  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
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the  landholders.  In  other  words,  those  who  own  the 
State  have  governed  the  State.  Who  so  deeply  inter- 
ested in  her  prosperity  as  the  proprietors  of  her  soil  ? 
Who  so  exempt  from  the  malign  influences  of  the 
demagogue?  Who  so  discreet  in  exercising  the 
power  of  taxation  ?  Who  so  economical  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money?  We  are  now  ex- 
horted, by  the  apostles  of  reform,  to  change  this  gov- 
ernment ;  to  part  with  that  which,  when  once  gone, 
can  never  be  recalled — ^to  discai'd  our  long  tried  and 
safe  institutions,  for  institutions  which  are  recom- 
mended by  no  practical  excellence,  and  for  which  even 
the  poor  meiit  of  theoretical  perfection  cannot  be 
claimed.  Let  us  pause,  my  fellow  citizens,  before  we 
make  this  bold  experiment.  Let  us  not  advance  a 
single  step,  till  we  know  whither  that  step  will  carry 
Is  there  no  cause  for  regarding  with  jealousy  the 
'  s  of  the  men  who  have  placed  themselves  at 
the  head  of  this  movement?  Is  this  the  first  experi- 
ment of  these  men  in  the  science  of  hobby  horseism  ? 
Do  you  think  that  they  or  the  pack  who  obey  their 
whistle  can  make  a  better  government  for  us  than  the 
one  under  which  we  have  so  long  lived  in  peace  and 
prosperity  ? 

The  wisdom  of  retaining  the  principle  of  a  landed 
qualification  is  recommended  to  the  special  favor  of 
the  people  of  Khode  Island,  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  they  are  placed,  and  by  the  evils 
'  which  universal  suffrage  would  fasten  upon  them  and 
their  children.  To  the  consideration  of  some  of  these 
topics,  I  purpose,  on  a  future  occasion,  to  invite  your 

attention.  .    -r,  t  th- 

A  Khode  Island  Man. 
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I'ROVIDBHCE  JOTJRNAI.,  NOVEMBER  2,  1811. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE    STXFPEAGE   MOVEMENT.— NO.   III. 


Fellow  Citizens  :-^It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that 
those  Rhode  Island  politicians  whose  trade  is  agitar 
tion,  have  thus  far,  in  the  matter  of  Free  Su&age, 
driven  their  trade  without  much  success.  If  I  mistake 
not  the  signs  of  the  times,  these  politicians,  with  all  their 
industry  and  eloquence,  have  utterly  failed  to  per- 
suade you  that  any  radical  changes  in  the  government 
of  this  State  are  necessary ; — -least  of  all,  such  change 
as  they  would  give  us.  They  have,  to  be  sure,  made 
hold  experiments  upon  your  credulity.  They  have 
endeavored  to  convince  you,  that  you  are  living  under 
an  aristocracy,  a  usurpation,  a  despotism  !  They  have 
appealed  to  bad  passions  in  support  of  a  bad  cause. 
They  have  prated  about  the  rich  and  the  poor,  with  a 
view  to  array  popular  prejudices  against  the  one  class, 
and  with  the  hope  of  getting  the  votes  of  the  other. 
All  this  is  pure  demagogism— the  resort  of  desper- 
ate politicians  who,  while  professing  to  love  only  the 
people,  care  only  for  themselves.  They  have  mistaken 
their  men.    The  people  of  Rhode  Island  are  not  to  be 
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swayed  "by  appeals  which  should  be  addressed  only  to 
those  trained  hands  of  loafers,  who,  under  the  hlessed 
influences  of  universal  suffrage,  hold  in  their  hands 
the  political  destinies  of  the  empire  city  and  the  em- 
pire State. 

I  rejoice,  likewise,  my  fellow  citizens,  to  perceive 
the  generous  indignation  which  has  been  excited  in 
your  breasts,  by  the  attempts  which  have  been  made, 
more  than  once,  to  bring  your  judgment,  concerning 
the  Suffrage  q^lestion,  under  an  influence  foreign  to 
Ehode  Island.  We  want  no  foreign  Sympathy  ; — we 
need  no  foreign  aid.  We  are  competent  to  reform  our 
institutions  if  they  require  reform — without  the  assist- 
ance of  other  States,  or  of  men  from  other  States, 
who  have  no  ties  in  our  own.  Above  all,  we  may  be 
pardoned  for  repelling,  with  disdain,  the  insolent  in- 
terference of  New  York  politicians,  who  would  fain 
spread  over  our  little  commonwealth  the  same  politi- 
cal and  moral  corruption  which  has  made  their  me- 
tropolis the  great  ulcer  of  the  body  politic. 

A  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
of  Khode  Island  is  now  in  session  in  this  city,  called, 
according  to  law,  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  such 
alterations  in  our  political  institutions  as  may  seem  to 


What  may  be  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  altera- 
tions which  this  Convention  may  propose,  remains  to 
be  known.  Quite  sure,  I  am,  they  will  not  suffer  the 
agitators,  great  or  small,  from  within  or  from  without, 
to  exert  upon  their  deliberations  or  their  acts,  any  un- 
due influence.  They  will,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
proceed  to  their  great  work,  resolved  to  make  no 
I,  which  justice  does  not  imperatively  demand. 
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The  people  of  Rhode  Island  are  not  ripe  for  great 
organic  cliangea  in  their  system  of  government — 
which,  whatever  may  be  its  defects,  is  unsurpassed  by 
any  other,  for  economy,  and  for  a  just  administration 
of  the  laws — for  the  alaerity  with  which  it  responds 
to  popular  sentiment ;  and,  yet  more,  for  the  securi- 
ties which  it  provides  for  popular  liberty  and  social 
order.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island  do  not  wish  to 
see  this  venerated  system  of  government  either  sacri- 
ficed to  the  spirit  of  reckless  innovation — or  stripped 
of  its  most  conservative  element,  in  order  to  benefit 
men  who  hope  to  gain  more  by  agitation  than  by  an 
honest  calling.  In  words  more  explicit,  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island  are  not  prepared  to  adopt  any  Constitu- 
tion, which,  in  establishing  the  qualifications  for  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  shall  abandon  the 
principle  of  a  landed  qualification.  This  is  the  dis- 
tinctive excellence  of  our  government.  Abandon  this 
principle — and  that  of  which  we  have  most  reason  to  ■ 
be  proud,  and  on  which  we  can  the  most  securely  re- 
pose, would  be  gone — and,  let  it  never  be  forgotten, 
gone  forever. 

The  Convention,  such  are  the  elements  which  com- 
pose its  majority,  will  go  to  their  work,  with  direct 
and  fearless  aims.  God  forbid  that  they  should  re- 
sort to  any  clap-traps — any  pitiful  expedients  to  wia 
a  few  votes  here,  or  to  save  a  few  there — to  conciliate 
the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  town — to  stifle  op- 
position ill  one  county,  by  doing  injustice  to  another. 
In  all  these  matters,  there  is  a  model  before- them, 
which  they  will  in  vain  essay  to  equal. 

Not  much  difficulty,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  ex- 
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perienced  in  adjusting  the  portions  of  representa- 
tive power  to  which  the  several  towns  shall  be  en- 
titled. Nothing  more  than  an  approximation  towards 
equality  will  be  attempted;  and  nothing  more  is 
needed.  As,  however,  the  city  of  Providence  is  repre- 
sented in  the  Convention  by  six;  men,  who  have  else- 
where committed  themselves  to  a  project  for  giving 
her  twelve  Representatives,  to  be  chosen  in  districts,  I 
may  be  excused  for  saying,  that  this  project  is  not 
only  unjust,  but,  so  far  as  the  mode  of  choice  is  con- 
cerned, insulting  to  the  city  of  Providence.  The  peo- 
ple of  Providence  do  not  want  twelve  Representatives. 
They  would  be  more  than  satisfied  wdth  eight ;  es- 
pecially when  they  recollect  that  it  is  not  always  easy 
to  select  four  who  go  to  the  General  Assembly,  with 
no  other  view  than  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of 
their  constituents.  Whatever  number  of  Representa- 
tives may  be  assigned  to  Providence,  she  has  a  right 
■to  demand,  that  in  the  mode  of  electing  them,  she 
shall  be  left  equally  free  with  her  sister  towns— tram- 
melled by  no  restrictions,  at  once  injurious  to  her 
political  interests,  and  offensive  to  her  self-respect. 
The  majority  of  her  people  are  quiet  and  industrious, 
indisposed  to  faction — caring  not  who  rules  the 
State,  so  long  as  the  State  is  well  ruled.  Under  such 
circumstances,  it  is  not  fair,  or  manly,  or  honest,  that 
her  permanent  interests  and  rights  should  be  sacrificed, 
in  order  that  demagogues  may  make  a  little  capital 
for  themselves.  In  reference  to  this  matter,  however, 
I  have  no  apprehensions.  The  rights  and  interests  of 
this  city  may  safely  be  intrusted  to  the  majority  of 
the  freeholder's  Convention.    The  meij  whom  she  has 
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chosen  to  represent  her  in,  that  Convention,  have,  in 
advance,  taken  sides  against  her.  She  looks,  there- 
fore, to  the  members,  from  other  towns  for  justice ;  and 
she  will  not  look  in  vain.       .    -r>  t  -.r 


PROVIDENCE   JOUENAI,,   NOVEMBER  10,    1841. 


TO  THE   PEOPLE   OF  RHODE   ISLAIfD. 

THB  8TJEFRAGE  MOVEMENT.— NO.  IV. 


Fellow  Citizens  : — The  Convention  now  sitting  in 
Providence  appears  to  "be  guided  by  a  truly  conserva- 
tive spirit.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  This,  too,  is 
what  might  reasonably  be  expected.  The  Convention, 
such  is  its  composition,  can  have  no  sympathy  vpith 
disappointed  politicians,  who  hope  to  profit  from  con- 
fusion; or  with  speculative  statesmen  who,  in  estab- 
lishing the  foundations  of  government,  consult  theory 
rather  than  experience.  Governments  owe  their  sta- 
bility, not  so  much  to  any  theoretic  excellence,  as  to 
their  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  their 
hold  upon  the  sympathies  and  the  affections  of  the 
people.    For  one,  I  rejoice  that  the  Convention  is  dis- 
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I  to  make  no  changes  in  our  present  constitution 
of  government,  except  what  extraordinaiy  alterations 
in  the  circumstances  of  the  State  may  seem  to  demand. 
In  the  matter  of  representation,  one  of  our  most  re- 
spectable country  towns  has  asked  for  a  change  ;  and, 
from  present  indications,  a  change  will  he  made  upon 
principles  satisfactory  to  all  and  safe  for  all. 

The  Suffrage  Question  is,  after  all,  the  great  ques- 
tion. The  highly  respectable  committee  to  whom  that 
subject  was  referred,  have,  with  only  one  dissenting 
voice,  reported  in  favor  of  embodying  in  a  constitu- 
tional provision  the  present  landed  qualification.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  or  not  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  will  be  adopted  in  its  present  shape,  or 
whether  it  will  be  so  modified  as  that,  while  it  maintains 
unimpaired  the  principle  of  a  landed  qualification,  it 
shall  extend  the  right  of  snfeage  to  a  class  of  citizens 
well  fitted  to  exercise  it  with  a  sound  discretion. 
Owing  to  the  licentious  and  disorganizing  opinions 
which  have  been  so  industriously  propagated,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  there  is  an  intrinsic  difficulty  in 
making,  at  the  present  crisis,  any  change.  The  people 
of  Rhode  Island,  I  hope  and  believe,  will  never  adopt 
any  constitution  which  shall  abandon  the  principle  of 
a  landed  qualification,  or  which  might  reasonably  be 
thought  to  endanger  that  principle. 

Universal  suffrage  is  the  radical  vice  of  our  popu- 
lar institutions.  It  pervades,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
every  State  in  this  Union,  except  that  in  which  we 
have  the  honor  and  the  happiness  to  dwell.  Wherever 
it  prevails,  it  works  mischief;  though,  in  States  hav- 
ing extensive  territories,  a  scattered  population,  and 
homogeneous  interests,  its  vicious  tendencies  are,  in 
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various  waya  counteracted.  In  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  great  agricultural  States  of  the  West, 
the  landed  interest  is  the  predominant  interest.  In 
these,  therefore,  universal  suffrage,  though  it  is  felt  to 
"be  a  great  and  an  increasing  evil,  exerts  upon  the  pub- 
li<;  welfare  comparatively  few  of  those  disastrous  in- 
fluences which,  under  different  circumstances,  are  sure 
to  indicate  its  presenea  If,  my  fellow  citizens,  you 
would  seek  to  know  what  evils  universal  suffrage 
would  entail  upon  Rhode  Island— if  you  would  see 
this  idol  of  the  demagogues  of  the  day,  in  all  its  rich 
bloom  and  naked  beauty,  direct  your  eyes  to  the 
metropolis  of  the  Empire  State.  There  universal  suf- 
frage has  free  course.  There  it  worts,  almost  without 
check  or  counteraction,  its  legitimate  mischiefs.  Is 
there,  in  this  land,  a  city  where  social  disorders  pre- 
vail to  so  frightful  an  extent  t  Is  there,  in  this  land, 
a  city  where  crimes  the  most  atrocious  are  so  fre- 
quently committed,  and,  what  is  worse,  pass  unde- 
tected, or,  if  detected,  unpunished  ?  Where  is  there 
a  selector  field  for  the  operations  of  the  demagogue  ? 
Where  is  there  congregated,  within  the  same  space,  a 
larger  number  of  the  ignorant,  the  profligate,  and  the 
venal  ?  And  who  doubts  that,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, the  balance  of  power  in  the  great  city  of  New 
York  is  held  by  the  ignorant,  the  profligate,  and  the 
venal  ?  Think  not,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  I  am  deal- 
ing in  extravagant  assertions,  or  am  terrified  by  ap- 
paritions. A  New  York  paper  more  than  insinuates 
that  the  "  rowdies  "  of  that  city  can  control  elections, 
and  that  public  officers,  mindful  of  such  base  influence, 
are  afraid  to  do  their  duty,  and  to  bring  these  mis- 
creants to  justice,  even  when  they  commit  flagrant  out- 
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rages  against  the  laws  !  Wlio  doubts  tliat  this  horri- 
ble state  of  things  is .  owing  to  universal  suffrage, 
which  places  the  political  power  of  the  city,  not  in  the 
aristocracy  of  intellect,  or  morals,  or  property,  but  in 
the  aristocracy  of  the  dram  shop,  the  brothel,  and  the 
gutter;  not  in  the  "  rufHe-shii-t  gentry-,"  but  in  the 
gentry  who  have  no  shirts  at  all !  This  may  be  the 
largest  liberty — but  it  surely  works  not  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number !  The  evil  is  manifestly 
and  confessedly  great,  and,  more  than  this,  it  is  irre- 
trievable. Let  us,  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  heed 
the  voice  of  warning  that  comes  to  us  from  the  city  of 
New  York.  Let  us  take  good  care,  that  the  political 
power  of  this  State  is  perpetuated  in  safe  hands^in 
the  hands  of  those  whose  home  is  among  ns ;  who 
have  an  interest  in  the  soil;  who  have  never  abused 
their  power,  and  are  without  temptation  to  abuse  it. 
The  city  of  Pi'ovidence  already  contains  more  than 
one  fifth  of  the  population  of  the  whole  State.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  her  "  numerical  force  "  will 
continue  to  increase  ;  and  that  time  will  not  diminish 
her  relative  importance.  Need  you  be  told,  my  fel- 
low citizens,  that  Universal  Suffrage  would  prove  a 
curse  to  the  city,  and  make  the  city,  at  the  same  time, 
a  curse  to  the  State  ?  Again,  Rhode  Island  is  des- 
tined to  be  a  manufacturing  State — employing,  in  her 
factory  villages,  and  in  her  principal  towns,  a  numer- 
ous class  of  individuals,  many  of  them  foreigners,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  them  bound  to  the  State  by  ties 
which  may,  at  any  moment,  be  severed.  Shall  the 
political  power  of  our  little  commonwealth  be  with- 
drawn from  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  and  be  con- 
fided to  men,  of  whose  fitness  to  exercise,  discreetly, 
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the  right  of  suffrage,  we  have  no  evidence  ?  Shall 
the  right  of  suffrage  be  vested  in  men  who,  if  all  his- 
tory be  not  false,  will  be  sure  to  pervert  that  right  to 
their  own  injuiy  and  to  the  injury  of  others  ? 

Again — a  naval  depot,  it  is  confidently  expected,  will 
ere  long  be  established  in  Narragansett  Bay.  This  es- 
tablishment will  attract  to  itself  hundreds  of  irrespon- 
sible men  from  abroad.  They  will  all  do  the  bidding 
of  the  agents  of  the  federal  government,  for  to  the 
federal  government  they  will  all  owe  their  bread. 
Shall  such  men  be  suffered  to  vote  at  our  elections  ? 
The  demagogue  answers,  yes  !  The  patriotic  Rhode 
Islander,  who  loves  the  soil,  and  who  desires  good  gov- 
ernment, responds  in  a  voice  of  thunder — No  ! 

It  would  be  easy  to  show,  my  fellow  citizens,  that 
the  landed  qualification  is  better  fitted  than  any  other 
qualification,  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  popular 
sentiment,  and  to  give  effect  to  the  genuine  popular 
will.  But,  for  the  present,  I  forbear.  The  materials 
of  which  the  Convention  is  composed,  and  the  calm 
wisdom  which  has  marked  their  proceedings,  forbid 
all  apprehension  concerning  the  decision  of  the  Suf- 
frage Question.  Unawed  by  threats  of  revolution, 
they  will  place  the  right  of  suffrage  where  alone  it 
can  with  safety  be  placed— in  the  proprietors  of  the 
soil.  And  the  people,  believing  that  those  who  own 
the  country  ought  to  govern  the  country,  will  say 

A   Rhode  Island   Man. 
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TEOVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  DECEMBER  17,  1841. 

TO   THE    FARMERS   OF  RHODE   ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.— NO.  I. 


Fellow  Citizens  :^You  ai-e  too  watchful  observers 
of  the  signs  of  the  times,  not  to  know  that  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  Khode  Island  are  in  a  most  extraordinary 
condition.  The  history  of  civil  society  may  be  chal- 
lenged to  furnish  a  parallel  to  the  scenes  which  are 
now  passing  before  us— scenes  at  which  it  is  sad  to 
think  that  multitudes  idly  gaze,  as  if  they  were  but 
the  painted  and  fantastic  exhibitions  of  the  drama, 
got  up  for  amusement,  and  doomed  to  perish  in  a 
night !  You,  I  am  persuaded,  do  not  thus  lightly  re- 
gard the  onward  movement  of  the  political  revolu- 
tion into  which  the  demagogues  speculative,  and  the 
demagogues,  practical,  threaten  to  precipitate  us.  It  is 
easy  to  see  why  the  city  of  Providence  reposes,  in 
such  unbroken  apathy,  amid  agitations  ft-om  which 
some  of  her  citizens,  and,  for  aught  that  appears  to 
the  contrary,  the  majority  hope  to  derive,  in  the  end, 
some  paltry  political  advantage.  Providence  wants  to 
govern  the  State,  and  if  we  are  to  be  cursed  with 
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universal  sufirage,  she  will  govern  the  State.  She  will 
govern  the  State,  too,  not  "by  means  of  her  intelli- 
gent, industrious,  and  moral  citizens,  having  a  perma- 
nent interest  in  her  welfare,  but  by  means  of  those 
floating  masses,  often  turbulent  and  always  irresponsi- 
ble, which  make  great  cities  great  sores.  Between 
these  masses  and  the  genteel  demagogue  of  the  day, 
there  comes  to  exist  a  warm  sympathy  and  a  strong 
alliance.  He  tnows  how  to  flatter  their  prejudices 
and  to  inflame  their  passions.  If  he  be  rich,  he  is 
sure  to  desert  his  order,  to  abuse  rich  men,  to  declaim 
against  monopolies  and  the  money  power — to  pour 
into  the  popular  ear  all  those  "leprous  distillments" 
which  are  fitted  to  poison  the  popular  mind !  He 
wants  prefennent— and  if  he  can  but  obtain  prefer- 
ment, he  cares  not  how  he  obtains  it.  He  has  no  idea 
of  being  a  nice  casuist,  when  political  emoluments 
and  honors  are  in  one  scale,  and  the  requisitions  of  a 
scrupulous  conscience  are  in  another.  Hardly  is  there 
a  State  in  this  Union,  where  these  monstrous  and  dan- 
gerous alliances  are  not  to  be  found.  They  are  the 
spawn  of  universal  suffrage  ;  and  wherever  universal 
suffrage  prevails,  they  may  be  expected  to  prevail. 
Need  you  be  told  how  hostile  are  such  alliances  to  the 
just  political  importance  of  the  great  middle  classes, 
who,  in  all  countries,  are  the  most  vii-tuous  and  indus- 
trious and  quiet ;  the  most  truly  conservative  in  their 
notions  of  government  and  legislation— the  safest  de- 
positories of  political  power  ? 

Another  reason  may  be  assigned  for  the  treacherous 
apathy  which  is  manifested  by  the  city  of  Providence, 
in  reference  to  the  revolutionary  movements  of  the 
day ;  for  the  strong  delusion  which  seems  to  have  over- 
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powered  her  better  reason.  She  demands  a  more 
equal  distribution  of  representative  power.  She  is 
promised  twelve  Representatives  in  the  General  As- 
sembly !  With  open  mouth,  she  stands  ready  to  swal- 
low this  bait ;  and  when  she  has  once  swallowed  it, 
she  will  discover,  when  it  will  be  too  late,  that  she 
has  swallowed,  along  with  it,  the  barbed  steel !  Yet 
another  reason  may  be  assigned  for  the  apathy,  with 
which  this  city  seems  to  regard  the  movements  of  the 
agitators.  Her  masses,  lite  all  masses  in  populous 
towns,  are  accustomed  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  politi- 
cians. And  where,  at  this  momentous  crisis  in  the 
history  of  Rhode  Island, — where  are  the  politicians  ? 
Where  are  the  men  who,  when  a  comparatively  unim- 
portant election  is  at  hand,  or  some  minor  question  of 
public  policy  is  under  discussion,  boil  over  with  love 
for  the  people,  and  with  passionate  devotion  to  pa- 
triotism, law,  liberty,  and  order,  where  are  they  now  ? 
Are  they  wielding  their  pens  or  raising  their  voices, 
now,  when  their  pens  and  their  voices  might  be  of  im- 
mense service— in  sounding  in  the  ears  of  the  people 
the  tocsin  of  alarm ;  in  giving  the  note  of  warning ; 
in  rebuking  the  spirit  of  faction;  in  upholding  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  against  all  attempts 
to  destroy  them,  either  by  fraud  or  by  force  ?  This 
conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  politicians  does  not  sur- 
prise me.  The  elements  are  in  conflict— and,  with  all 
the  instinctive  sagacity  which  marks  the  race,  they  are 
watching  the  winds  and  the  tides — not  to  discover  how 
they  may  best  save  the  State — but,  how  they  may 
best  serve  themselves.  So  be  it.  I  have  no  fears  that 
we  shall  not  be  able,  without  the  aid  of  the  politi- 
cians, to  rescue  the  State  from  anarchy  and  from  dis- 
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grace.  And,  moreover,  I  have  no  doubt  tliat,  after  we 
shall  have  come  victoriously  out  of  the  fight,  they  will 
be  among  the  foremost  to  ejieumber  us  with  their  help 
^ — help  which  they  withheld,  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
but  which  they  would  not  be  ashamed  to  proffer  in  the 
hour  of  triumph.  Such  being  the  condition  of  things 
in  the  city  of  Providence,  at  a  cv'mm  like  the  present, 
I  turn  to  yon,  my  fellow  citizens,  the  farmers  of  Rhode 
Island,  with  undoubting  confidence  that  you  will  not 
prove  recreant  to  your  own  interests ;  and  to  your 
commanding  obligations  as  citizens  and  as  men. 

The  disorganizers  have  greatly  underrated  your  im- 
derstanding,  if  they  persuade  themselves  that  you  do 
not  comprehend  fully  the  causes,  character  and  conse- 
quences of  the  movement  now  in  progress  to  over- 
throw the  government  of  this  State.  The  controversy 
is  mainly  between  you,  the  farmers  of  Ehode  Island, 
and  the  masses  who  congregate  in  the  cities  and  factory 
villages  of  Ehode  Island.  If  you  believe  it  to  be  for 
the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,  that  the 
farming  interest  should  abandon  the  political  power 
which  it  has  so  long  and  beneficially  exerted,  why 
then  you  will  fall  into  the  motley  ranks  which  the 
Suffrage  Association  is  training  for  the  work  of  revo- 
lution. If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  of  opinion,  that, 
at  a  period  of  gi-eat  plenty  and  in  the  absence  of  all 
practical  grievances,  the  esercise  of  the  reserved  light 
of  revolution  is  not  demanded,  you  will  gird  your- 
selves for  the  conflict  in  behalf  of  the  constitution  and 
the  laws.  Your  calm,  concentrated  might  would,  in 
such  a  conflict,  be  irresistible.  As  to  tlie  issue,  I  have 
never  allowed  myself  to  entertain  a  fear.  The  peo- 
ple of  Rhode  Island  will  never  suffer  any  body  of 
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men,  by  whatsoever  spirit  animated,  or  hj  whomso- 
ever led,  to  ti'ample  dowa  with  impunity,  the  muni- 
ments of  law  and  of  order.  For  the  motives  and 
character  of  many  of  the  persons  engaged  in  this  fac-' 
tions  movement,  I  have  great  respect.  These  persons 
sin  not  without  excuse.  Some  of  them  are  misled  by 
erroneous  notions  concerning  their  rights.  Others  are 
the  dupes  of  artful  leaders.  These  leaders  deserve  no 
such  charitable  construction  of  their  conduct.  Per- 
verting their  talents  to  the  purposes  of  mischief,  they 
sin  without  excuse ;  and  when  the  day  of  reckoning 
comes,  as  come  it  will,  they  should  not  be  suffered  to 
escape  without  punishment.  They  should  be  taught 
that  disappointed  politicians  are  not  to  be  pei-mitted  to 
solace  their  griefe,  by  becoming  disorganizers ;  and  that 
ambitious  politicians,  however  they  may  barter  their 
consciences  for  the  sake  of  promotion,  must  be  care- 
ful not  to  become  dJstiu'bers  of  the  public  peace. 

COUKTBX   BOEN. 
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TO   THE   FAliMERS   OF  EHODE   ISLASD. 

THE  CRISIS.— NO.  II. 


Fellow  Citizens: — In  my  yesterday's  number,  I 
remarked  to  you  that  the  history  of  civil  society  might 
be  challenged  to  furnish  a  parallel  to  the  scenes  now- 
passing  before  us.  ■  Is  the  remark  ohnoxious  to  the 
charge  of  extravagance  2  Let  us  see,  for  a  moment, 
what  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  In  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1841,  the  government  of  Rhode  Island,  the  no- 
blest, the  freest,  and  the  most  truly  democratic,  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  is,  by  certain  persons,  some  of  them 
natives,  some  interlopers  fi-om  other  States,  and  some 
emigrants  from  foreign  countries,  all  at  once  discov- 
ered to  be  a  despotism,  or  usurpation,  or  oligarchy,  or 
aristocracy,  so  insupportably  oppressive,  as  to  demand 
a  resort  to  the  Revolutionary  Power !  These  persons 
have  banded  themselves,  under  the  direction  of  lead- 
ers, some  of  them  honest  enthusiasts,  others  reckless 
demagogues,  with  the  professed  design  to  overthrow 
this  government,  and  to  overthrow  it  by  force  !  They 
do  not  pretend  that  it  is  inadequate  to  the  protection 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  or  that  it,  in  any  way, 
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interferes  witli  tlie  pursuit  of  happiness.  Deluding 
tliemselves  with  abstractions,  which,  in  matters  of 
government,  can  never  be  fully  reduced  to  practice, 
they  contend  that  every  white  man,  (why,  upon  their 
own  principles,  exclude  black  men?)  twenty  one  years 
of  ^e  and  over,  shall  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  right 
of  suifrage.  They  contend,  not  only  that  the  landed 
qualification  shall  be  discarded,  but,  pra^ically,  that 
no  property  qualification  shall  be  required.  I  am  not 
now  about  to  diseusa  this  grave  question.  If  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State,  to  whom  alone,  under  the  present 
constitution  and  laws  of  this  State,  the  decision  of 
this  question  belongs,  choose  to  discai-d  the  landed 
qualification,  and  even  all  property  qualification,  so 
"be  it.  I  understand  too  well  the  duty  of  a  good  citi- 
zen, not  to  submit,  without  a  muraiur,  to  any  organic 
changes  in  our  government,  however  much  I  may  de- 
plore them,  which  may  be  made  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  and  constitution  under  which  we  now  live.  The 
question  to  which  I  now  wish  to  invite  your,  attention, 
is  this : — Shall  we  tamely  suffer  this  government  to  be 
overthrown  by  force  ?  What  an  extraordinary  specta- 
cle do  we  now  exhibit  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  world ! 
The  trained  bands,  who  are  preparing  for  the  work  of 
revolution,  meet,  day  after  day,  week  after  week,  and 
month  after  month,  in  edifices  belonging  to  the  city  or 
the  State ;  and  there  brood  over  schemes  to  embroil 
the  city  and  to  destroy  the  State  !  They  invite  min- 
isters of  that  Gospel,  which  is  so  full  of  peace,  and 
love,  and  submission  to  legal  authority,  to  offer  their 
prayers  for  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged ! 
They  proclaim  their  unalterable  resolve  to  push  mat- 
ters to  extremes ;  and  their  proceedings  are  in  perfect 
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harmony  witli  their  resolves.  They  send  abroad  lec- 
turers, to  impart  to  you,  the  fai'mers  of  Rhode  Island, 
new  light  concerning  your  rights  and  your  duties. 
They  assemble  in  the  Town  House,  with,  perhaps, 
even  more  regularity  than  they  are  accustomed  to  as- 
semble in  the  house  of  God,  to  listen  to  prosy  disser- 
-  taiions  about  natural  rights;  to  manufacture  public 
opinion,  in  behalf  of  free  suffrage;  and,  under  the  in- 
spiration of  thiilling  eloquence,  to  recruit  their  cour- 
age for  the  day  of  ])attle.  All  these  scenes  are  passing 
before  us ;  and  yet  no  general  and  concerted  effort  is 
made  to  awaten  a  righteous  populai-  indignation 
against  the  conspirators,  or  to  mate  them  feel  that 
their  revolutionary  phrenzy  will  never  compel  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island  to  acknowledge  any  despot 
but  the  law.  I  have  no  faith  in  the  politicians  at 
this  crisis.  They  are  always  cautious  and  timid,  be- 
cause they  are  always  selfish.  It  requires  not  an  army 
with  banners  to  cover  them  with  affright.  If  but  a 
Corporal's  guard  appear  in  the  field,  they,  at  once, 
post  themselves  on  neutral  ground,  or  they  shelter 
themselves  behind  an  intreuchment.  You,  my  fellow 
citizens,  the  farmers  of  Rhode  Island,  are  of  a  differ- 
ent order  of  men.  Having  no  vaulting  ambition  to 
gratify,  and  living  independently  upon  your  farms, 
you  are  not  affected  by  the  gales  of  popular  applause 
or  of  popular  displeasure.  What  you  most  want,  is 
not  the  votes  of  the  multitude,  but  a  quiet  life,  under 
the  reign  of  equal  laws.  When  your  mettle  is  once 
aroused,  and  aroused  in  behalf  of  the  principles  of 
social  order,  woe  be  to  the  man,  and  woe  be  to  the  party, 
who,  in  a  contest  of  any  sort,  shall  seek  to  trample 
upon  you ! 
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What,  my  fellow  citizens,  farmers  of  Rhode  Island, 
is  the  plan  devised  by  the  advocates  of  free  suffrage 
for  the  piirpose  of  obtaining  a  majority  for  the  Con- 
stitution which  they  have  framed  ?  Look  at  it,  and 
then  say  whether  it  does  not  carry  fraud  upon  its  very 
face  !  The  Constitution,  framed  by  the  Suffrage  Con- 
vention, which  body,  be  it  remembered,  was  elected 
without  law,  and  proceeded  from  first  to  last,  without 
law,  is  to  be  submitted  to  "  the  people  "  for  adoption 
or  rejection,  on  the  27th  inst.,  and  the  two  following 
days.  In  a  week,  then,  from  Monday  next,  the  Rhode 
Island  Revolution  of  three  days  is  to  begin !  Three 
days  did  I  say !  Tlie  half  is  not  told ;  six  days,  I 
should  add,  are  to  be  set  apart  for  the  complete  doing 
up  of  the  glorious  work!  The  provisions  made  by 
the  Suffrage  Convention,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of 
adopting  their  Constitution,  are  so  familiar  to  you,  that 
I  need  not  particularize  them.  The  meetings  are  to  be 
held  according  to  no  law.  The  moderators  and  clerks 
will  act  under  no  legal  responsibilities.  No  efficient 
checks  are  provided  against  the  introduction  of  votes 
by  minors,  paupers,  felons,  transient  persons  or  for- 
eigners. In  the  most  sharply  contested  elections,  ex- 
perience has  proved  that,  in  most  of  our  towns,  six 
hours,  or  even  less,  is  a  sufficient  time  for  keeping  the 
polls  open.  It  seems,  however,  that,  on  this  occasion, 
they  are  to  be  kept  open  three  days,  for  what  pur- 
pose, it  needs  no  wizard  to  divine. 

The  great  object  in  view  is  to  obtain  a  majority ; 
and,  according  to  this  patent  mode  of  voting,  it  would 
be  strange,  indeed,  if  a  majority  were  not  obtained. 
The  state  of  the  poll  will  be  ascertained  every  night ; 
and  you,  fellow  citizens,  need  not  be  told  how  many 
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plans  may  be  devised  to  produce,  on  the  tliird  day, 
the  right  result.  And  after  all,  if  a  majority  is  found 
wanting,  at  the  close  of  the  poll  on  the  third  day, — ■ 
■why,  then  mark  the  abundant  provision  made  to  cheat 
you  !  any  person,  who,  from  sickness,  or  other  causes, 
failed  to  vote  on  the  day  assigned,  is  allowed  three 
more  days  wherein  he  may  vote  !  The  votes  are  to  be 
sealed  up  and  kept  by  the  Free  Suffrage  Moderator 
and  Clerks  ;  and,  last  of  all,  they  are  to  be  counted  by 
the  Free  Sufeage  Convention  !  This  scheme  ought  to 
immortalize  its  authoi' — whoever  he  may  be.  The 
palm  of  superior  ingenuity  can  no  longer  be  claimed 
by  the  practised  artists  of  West  Gi'eenwich. 

Farmers  of  Ehode  Island: — ^You  are  not  thus  to  be 
cheated.  You  know,  that,  in  the  ordinary  maimer  of 
conducting  town  meeting,  as  to  time,  <fee.,  the  free  suf- 
fi'age  men  would  be  unable  to  conmiand  a  majority  in 
favor  of  their  constitution.  Watch  them  naiTOwly, 
but,  I  pray  you,  shun  all  alliance  with  them.  If  they 
obtain  a  majority,  it  will  be  a  majority  obtained  by 
fraud.  And  the  resort  to  fraud  is  only  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  resort  to  foi'ce. 

Farmers  of  Khode  Island : — The  General  Assembly 
will  convene  in  this  city,  in  a  few  weeks,  when  '  its  in- 
terposition will  doubtless  be  invoked  to  uphold  the 
supremacy  of  the  laws;  to  protect  the  people  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights ;  to  maintain  the  govern- 
ment in  the  exercise  of  its  powers.  The  shameful 
neutrality  of  leading  politicians  on  both  sides,  and  the 
sinister  counsels  of  a  few  ultra  suffrage  men,  who 
are  too  far  committed  to  retreat,  have  given  to  this 
whole  movement  an  artificial  importance.  It  is  time  that 
quiet  was  restored  to  the  State.     It  is  time  that  the 
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dangerous  precedent  of  attempting  to  subvert  a  good 
government,  by  force,  was  withdrawn  fi'om  the  pnblic 
observation.  Let  the  General  Assembly  do  its  duty ; 
and,  my  word  for  it,  the  people  will  do  theirs.  The 
farmers,  who  compose  a  majority  of  the  people,  are,  as 
I  believe,  sound  to  the  core.  They  are  not  to  be  cir- 
cumvented liy  fraud — they  are  not  to  be  overawed  by 
threats ;  and,  without  a  struggle,  they  will  yield  noth- 
ing to  forca  ^  Tj 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  DECEMBER  22,  J841. 


TO   THE   FARMERS   OF   RHODE   ISLAXD. 

TEE  CEISIS.-NO.  HI. 


Fellow  Citizens  :— The  present  crisis  in  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  Rhode  Island  demands  that  the  wisdom, 
and  the  firmness,  and  the  courage  of  all  good  citizens, 
shoidd  be  put  forth  in  defence  of  law  and  of  order. 
For  the  first  time  in  her  long  and  not  inglorious  his- 
tory, a  faction,  not  only  without  reason,  but  without 
shame,  aiTays  itself  against  the  laws  and  the  govern- 
ment established  by  the  people  for  the  preservation  of 
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social  order.  Nay,  more— this  very  faction,  not  ascer- 
tained, and  not  believ.edto  "be  even  a  majority  of  the 
people,  according  to  any  definltiou  of  that  term  which 
may  be  adopted,  has  the  matchless  assurance  to  plead, 
in  defence  of  its  treasonable  designs,  the  authority  ot 
illustrious  statesmen  and  jurists.  -•  It  seeks  to  find  a 
shelter  for  its  dark  designs  in  the  well  settled  and  im- 
perishable principles  of  popular  right.  Mr.  Justice 
Story,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  constitutional 
lawyers  of  the  present  age,  and  others  not  inferior  to 
him,  in  juridical  learning  and  in  an  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  civil  polity,  have  been  quoted,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sanctioning  the  plan  now  in  agitation  to  over- 
throw, by  force,  the  existing  govei'nment  of  this  State. 
You  and  I,  my  fellow  citizens,  may  know  little  about 
law— but  we  claim  to  have  some  portion  of  common 
sense^and  it  is  by  no  dextrous  special  pleading,  that 
we  can  be  made  to  distrust  the  conclusions  of  our  com- 
mon sense.  If  our  laws  and  our  government  need  re- 
form, who  denies  the  right  of  the  people  to  reform 
them ;  and  who  would  not  cheerfully  submit  to  any 
reform  which  might  be  thus  lawfully  made  ?  Even 
before  the  free  suffrage  men  put  in  motion  then-  ball 
of  revolution,  legal  provision  was  made  for  the  assem- 
bling of  a  Convention  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  State,  in  order  to  revise  oiu'  present  sys- 
tem of  government,  and  to  make  such  changes  as 
time  and  the  altered  condition  of  things  have  shown 
to  be  necessary.  That  Convention  has  held  one  sit- 
ting, and  has  agreed  upon  some  important  changes—- 
including,  among  othei'S,  an  extension  of  suffrage. 
That  Convention  is  still  in  existence,  and  is  again  to 
assemble,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  work  in- 
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trusted  by  the  people  to  its  hands.  But  the  faction 
which  claims  to  he  the  people,  and  the  majority  of  the 
people,  has  become  so  intoxicated  by  the  fumes  of 
vanity  or  of  passion,  that  it  cannot  wait  the  tardy- 
gaited  proceedings  of  a  Convention  called  according 
to  law,  and  acting  according  to  law.  It  is  determined 
to  rush  madly  into  extremes — hoping  to  accomplish 
Boraething,  either  by  intimidation  or  by  force.  The" 
leaders  of  this  faction— I  say  faction,  for  it  is  now 
time  to  call  men  and  things  by  their  right  names— 
greatly  mistake  themselves,  and  they  greatly  mistake 
you,  the  fai-mers  of  Khode  Island,  if,  for  a  moment, 
they  believe  that,  in  a  controversy  with  you,  they  can 
gain  aught,  either  by  intimidation  or  by  force.  You 
will  surrender  nothing  at  the  bidding  of  these  men. 
If  reforms  are  to  be  made,  you  know  who,  and  who 
alone,  are  authorized  to  make  them.  On  this  point, 
they  need  not  hope  to  throw  dust  in  your  eyes. 

Farmers  of  Ehode  Island: — Let  us  inquire,  in  our 
plain  common  sense  fashion,  who  are  the  people  of 
Ehode  Island.  Who,  under  a  lawful  government, 
have  a  right  to  reform  or  to  change  that  government  ? 
Can  it  be  any  other  than  those,  and  those  only,  who 
have  the  right  of  suffrage,  or  who,  in  other  words,  hold 
the  political  power  under  such  government?  Have 
those  who,  by  the  laws  of  Ehode  Island,  cannot  vote 
in  the  enactment  of  a  single  law,  or  in  the  choice  of  a 
single  magistrate,  have  they  a  right  to  vote  in  the  en- 
actment of  all  laws,  and  in  the  choice  of  all  magis- 
trates? Men  who  have  come  into  Ehode  Island, 
under  her  existing  laws,  and  who,  by  this  very  act, 
put  themselves  under  these  laws,  and  owe  obedience 
to  these  laws,  and  allegiance  to  the  government,  now 
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claim  a  riglit  to  set  up  tlieir  will  against  these  laws  ! 
Nay,  more.  They  claim  the  i-ight  to  put  in  motion  a 
system  of  measures,  unauthorized  by  any  laws,  and 
intended  to  destroy  the  government  to  which  they  owe 
allegiance!!  Can  this  be  law?  Can  any  judge  or 
civilian,  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  Free  Suffrage  Conven- 
tion, be  found  to  sanction  a  doctrine  so  subversive  of 
all  regular  government  ? 

Where  there  is  no  government,  all  stand  upon  an 
equality  of  right ;  and,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
there  being  no  law  to  regulate  the  action  of  any,  the 
majority  of  all  have  a  i-ight  to  form  a  government 
for  themselves.  After,  however,  such  government  haa 
been  established,  the  voice  of  the  government  is  the 
voice  of  the  people.  Such  government  can  be  re- 
formed legally,  only  in  two  ways.  Where  there  is 'a 
written  Constitution,  it  must  be  reformed,  according 
to  the  mode  provided  by  that  Constitution.  Where 
there  is  no  written  Constitution,  it  belongs  to  the 
legislative  power,  and  to  that  alone,  by  a  solemn  act, 
to  originate,  in  behalf  of  their  constituents,  the  pro- 
cess of  reform.  The  officers  of  the  established  gov- 
ernment must  so  preside  over  such  measures  of  reform, 
as  to  determine  whether  the  Constitutions  or  the  laws, 
providing  for,  and  regulating  such  reform,  have  been 
complied  with,  that  all  frauds  may  be  prevented,  and 
that  the  voice  of  the  people  may  be  legally  ascer- 
tained and  declared.  TJnder  any  other  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  business  of  reform,  a  set  of  men,  by 
usurping  all  the  functions  of  government,  would  be 
able  to  legalize  their  own  usurpations ;  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  own  wrong ;  and,  under  the  forms  of 
a  CouBtitution,  'to  save  themselves  from  the  punish- 
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ment  whicli  is  due  to  rebels  and  to  traitors.  When 
did  Mr.  Justice  Story  ever  countenance  any  such 
doctrine!  and,  if  the  authority  of  Mr.  Madison  can 
be  fairly  alleged  in  its  favor,  I  have  read  the  "Feder- 
alist "  in  vain.  ^  r> 

Country  Boen. 


PEOVIDENCE  JOUENAL,  DECEMBEE  2 


TO  THE  FARMERS  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.- KO.  IV. 


Fellow  Citizens  ; — ^The  demand,  at  this  time,  upon 
the  columns  of  the  Journal,  admonishes  me  to  be 
brief.  I  have  many  things  to  say  to  you  about  the 
revolution  which  is  in  progress  to  overturn,  by  force, 
the  government  of  the  State,  This  is,  now,  the  para- 
mount concern.  Let  no  false  issue  be  raised.  The 
question,  now,  is  not  whether  we  shall  have  Universal 
Suffrage,  or  an  extension  of  Suffrage — but  whether  we 
shall  have  a  government  or  no  government— whether 
the  law  or  the  mob  shall  rule.  The  movements  of 
the  suffrage  party  cannot  be  disguised,  and  if  they  are 
not  arrested,  must  end  in  the  exertion  of  that  "  nu- 
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merical  force  "  of  whicli  that  party  has  often  boasted, 
and  to  wliieli  it  now  threatens  an  appeal.  The  exist- 
ing government,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed,  will  re- 
main passive,  and  suffer  any  unlawful  combination  of 
men  to  usurp  its  legitimate  powers.  I  do  not  think 
so  humbly  of  the  understandings  of  the  suffrage  party 
as  to  believe  that  they  really  suppose  themselves  to  be 
now  pursuing  legal  and  constitutional  measures  for 
the  redress  of  their  alleged  grievances.  In  this  mat- 
ter, they  have  practised  no  deception  upon  themselves. 
Have  a  care.  Farmers  of  Ehode  Island,  that  they  prac- 
tise no  deception  upon  you.  Have  a  care,  that  they 
do  not  divert  your  attention  from  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences of  their  treasonable  designs  to  the  considera- 
tion of  incidental  and  subordinate  questions.  For 
however  important  it  may  be,  in  the  end,  to  prevent 
the  irretrievable  injury  which  would  be  done  to  the 
interests  of  all  classes,  if  the  evil  of  universal  suffrage 
should  be  entailed  on  Rhode  Island — yet  the  great 
question,  and  the  question  first  to  be  decided,  is,  shall 
the  reformers  be  suffered  to  accomplish  their  object  by 
force— not  only  without  law,  but  against  law  ? 

To  this  grave  question,  all  good  citizens,  I  am  per- 
suaded, will  give  a  united  and  indignant  response. 
In  a  voice  of  thunder,  they  will  answer  No  1  and,  if 
need  be,  they  will  vindicate,  at  all  hazards,  the  su- 
premacy of  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 

The  question,  shall  the  existing  government  of 
Ehode  Island  be  sustained,  or  shall  it  be  put  down  by 
force,  far  transcends,  in  importance,  the  question,  who 
shall  be  our  nest  President,  or  our  next  Governor— or 
even  the  question  whether  we  are  to  have  a  protective 
tariff,  or  a  "judicious,"  or  a  " horizontal "  tariff.     We 
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could  live,  peacefully  and  happily,  nay,  perchance, 
prosperously,  under  the  rule  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.     We 

should  not  lose  our  political  existence,  even  if  we  ex- 
changed our  King  under  the  Royal  Chaeteb,  for 
either  of  the  ambitious  Warwicks,  who  may  seek  to 
pull  him  down  !  Nay,  more — we  are,  in  some  sort,  inde- 
pendent even  of  the  Tariff.  Our  one  hundred  and  thirty 
four  dollar  aristocrats  know  how  to  make  the  land 
yield,  and  we  shall  not  starve  so  long  as  we  enjoy  the 
right  of  going  to  the  shore  !  But  to  live  without  a 
government,  or  under  a  usurpation,  would  be  a  very 
different  matter.  We  do  not  want  to  make  any  such 
"  experiment  in  living."  We,  and  our  fathers  before 
us,  have  known  as  much  of  true  democratic  freedom 
as  any  people  under  the  sun,  and  we  do  not  want  to 
see,  and  we  do  not  mean  to  see,  the  ark  of  that  free- 
dom fall  before  such  hands  as-  are  now  raised  for  its 
destruction. 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island :— Be  true  to  yourselves, 
and  all  will  be  well.  On  Monday  next,  the  revolution- 
ary drama  will  begin.  How  it  will  end,  is  known 
only  to  Him  who  seeth  all  things.  One  thing  is  clear, 
He  has  no  attribute  which  can  take  side  with  the 
crafty  or  the  violent.  The  Suffrage  Convention  have 
contrived  a  scheme  to  obtain  a  majority  for  their  Con- 
stitution, which  can  hardly  fail  of  its  design.  ■  This 
scheme  leaves  us  in  a  doubt  which  most  to  admire,  the 
ingenuity  with  which  it  is  contrived  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  fraud,  or  the  cool  impudence  ^vith  which  it 
is  proclaimed  in  a  community  of  honest  men  !  See 
that  this  majority  is  obtained  without  the  aid  of  a  sin- 
gle vote  from  the  farmers  of  Rhode  Island !  Do  not 
BO  far  recognize  the  Free  Sufirage  Convention,  as  to 
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vote  even  against  the  speckled,  ring-streaked  bantling, 
which  they  have  christened  by  the  name  of  "  Consti- 
tution." Come  not,  I  "beseech  you,  into  their  secret  ;— 
to  their  assemblies  be  not  your  honor  united  ! 

COUNTET   BOKK. 


PROTTDENCE  JOURNAL,  DECEMBER  24,  : 


TO  THE    FARMERS    OF  RHODE   ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.— NO.   V. 


Fellow  Citizeks: — If  the  free  suffrage  men  were 
striving  to  obtain,  by  honest  means,  a  majority  for 
their  Constitution,  in  order  to  make  political  capital 
for  ulterior  "  peaceful  remedies,"  they  would  be  left  to 
go  on,  without  let  or  hindrance.  If  they  sought  only 
to  obtain  the  means  of  courting  successfully  the  em- 
brace of  some  subordinate  faction,  or  of  driving  a 
shrewd  bargain  with  some  trading  politician,  they 
would  transgress  no  law,  except  perhaps  the  law 
which  binds  a  scrupulous  conscience.  For  such  trans- 
gression, they  would  be  accountable,  not  to  us — but 
to  a  tribunal  whose  judgments  no  mortal  may  escape. 
But,  when  these  men  leave  their  own  manor,  to  tres- 
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pass  upon  yours — when  they  "boldly  proclaim  their 
determination  to  prosecute  their  treasonable  designs, 
"  in  defiance  of  all  opposing  force,"  you  cannot  misun- 
derstand, either  their  language,  or  their  aims.  They 
leave  you  no  alternative,  which  you  can  embrace  with- 
out dishonor.  You  must  suffer  the  existing  laws  and 
government  of  the  State  to  "be  trampled  in  the  dust, 
by  a  faction,  or  you  must  oppose  to  the  assaults  of 
that  faction  the  most  determined  resistance.  These 
men,  who  are  constantly  threatening  force,  and  who 
are  doing  what  they  can  to  provoke  a  resort  to  force, 
now  have  the  assurance  to  reproach  us  for  standing 
upon  our  rights,  under  the  broad  shield  of  the  laws  of 
Ehode  Island,  and  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  They  begin  to  talk,  too,  about  carrying  the 
question  at  issue,  to  "the  constitutional  tribunal  of 
the  nation,  to  be  there  tried  and  decided."  What 
constitutional  tribunal  is  vested  with  the  power  to 
decide  this  question, — in  other  words, — to  determine 
for  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  how  their  domestic 
aifairs  shall  be  managed — and  in  what  hands  the  po- 
litical power  of  the  State  shall  reside,  we  are  not  told. 
This  notion  is  suggested  by  the  free  suffrage  men, 
merely  for  effect ;  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  deceive 
the  unwary ;  to  beget,  in  the  minds  of  the  credulous, 
the  belief  that  the  suffrage  party  is  pursuing  naught 
but  legal  ends  by  legal  means.  By  no  such  shallow 
artifices  can  the  farmers  of  Ehode  Island  be  deluded. 
You,  my  fellow  citizens,  ignorant  though  you  may  be 
of  the  subtle  distinctions  which  lawyers  either  make 
or  find,  you  know,  in  the  fii'st  place,  that  no  practical 
grievance  exists  under  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  that,  theoretic  imperfections  may  t 
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coiTected,  withoiit  a  resort  to  force.  You  know,  too, 
quite  as  well  as  any  lawyer  knows,  tliat  the  present 
movement,  on  the  part  of  the  suffrage  party,  can  plead 
no  example  in  history ; — no  sanction  in  the  opinions  of 
statesmen,  or  of  jniists ; — no  justification  in  any  law  or 
Constitution,  human  or  divine.  In  its  whole  aspect, 
and  in  its  whole  character  and  purpose,  it  is  naked 
REVOLUTION",  and  it  is  nothing  less ! 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island : — Are  you  prepared  for 
revolution  ?  Do  you  think  that  the  inhabitants  of 
this  State  are  groaning  under  oppressions  so  insup- 
portably  grievous,  that  they  would  be  justified  in  re- 
sorting, "without  further  delay,  to  those  reserved  rights 
which  are  the  last  refuge  of  the  oppressed  ?  'Do  you 
think  that,  at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  a  more  mild, 
and  conciliatory,  and  constitutional  course  is  not 
greatly  to  be  preferred  ?  Would  it  not  be  well  for 
some  of  these  bellicose  gentlemen,  who  are  so  impar 
tient  for  the  fight,  to  wait  till  the  Convention  of  the 
people,  about  to  re-assemble  in  this  city,  has  com- 
pleted the  work  which  the  people  gave  it  to  do  ?  The 
revolution,  at  any  rate,  ought  to  be  postponed  till  af- 
ter the  General  Assembly  has  had  a  session ;  for,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  ample  powers,  it  wiD  interpose  for 
the  relief  of  all  cases  of  intolerable  oppression  !  Fel- 
low citizens,  if  the  doctrines  advanced  by  the  suffrage 
men  were  not  so  utterly  subversive  of  all  law  and  or- 
der, it  would  be  difficult  to  repress  the  merriment 
which  their  reasons  for  rebellion  would  excite. 

These  reasons  may  be  comprehended  in  a  nut  shell. 
Certain  people  want  to  change  the  centre  of  political 
power  from  the  country  to  the  town  ;    from  the  farm 
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to  the  workshop ;  from  the  plough  to  the  spinning- 
jenny,— -in  other  words,  the  existing  government  of 
Rhode  Island  is  to  "be  trampled  down,  in  order  that 
the  political  power  may  be  wrested  forever  from  you, 
the  farmers,  who  have  earned  it  and  never  abused  it, 
and  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who  have  no  in- 
terest in  the  soil — no  permanent  ties  to  bind  them  to 
the  dischai'ge  of  their  duties  as  citizens ;  men  who 
will  raise  a  conflagration  within  your  borders,  and 
then,  swinging  their  pack,  will  leave  you  to  extinguish 
it.  In  other  words,  the  political  power  of  the  State 
is  to  be  wrested  from  the  farmers,  and  confided  to  the 
hands  of  the  foreign  population,  already  numerous 
and  now  rapidly  accumulating  in  our  cities  and  manu- 
facturing villages — and  to  the  hands  of  that  lazy  and 
profligate  class  of  our  native  citizens,  who  are  the  pest 
of  great  cities.  These  people,  strangers  to  our  interests 
— slaves  to  their  own  passions— and  ever  ready  to  be- 
come the  tools  of  crafty  politicians,  will  govern  the 
State.  The  intelligent,  and  frugal,  and  industrious 
foreigners  among  us,  and  the  no  less  intelligent,  and 
frugal,  and  industrious  of  our  own  people,  who  have 
unthinkingly  embarked  in  this  revolution,  can,  by  no 
antidote  within  their  power  to  administer,  neutralize 
the  poison  which  they  will  have  introduced  into  the 
body  politic.  They,  as  well  as  you,  will,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  be  trampled  down,  by  the  demagogues 
of  the  day,  who,  under  the  new  order  of  things,  will 
never  want  instruments  wherewith  to  depress  others 
and  to  exalt  themselves. 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island : — You  have  now  the  politi- 
cal power  of  Rhode  Island — and  long  may  you  have 


.^y  Google 


THE   CRISIS.  91 

it !  Yoli  can  retain  it,  if  you  will  to  retain  it.  Your 
destinies  are  in  your  own  liands — and,  let  me  tell  you, 
that,  if  you  fall  in  this  contest  for  your  dearest  rights, 
it  will  be  your  choice,  and  not  your  fate,  to  fall ! 

COUHTRX  BoBW. 


PROVIDENCE  JOUK^ll'AL,  DECEMBER  27, 


TO  THE  FARMERS  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.— NO.  YI. 


Fellow  Citizeks: — This  day,  will  commence,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary proceedings  which  has  ever  signalized  the  history 
of  popular  governments.  So  out  of  the  line  of  all 
precedents  is  this  whole  proceeding,  that  the  political 
philosopher,  in  after  times,  -will  hesitate  in  what  class 
of  moral  phenomena  to  place  it ;  and  yet  more,  when 
be  comes  to  scmtinize  the  motives  of  the  authors,  not 
less  will  he  hesitate  whether  to  trace  them  to  the  folly 
which  cannot  anticipate  consequences,  or  to  the  cun- 
ning which  overreaches  itself,  in  its  efforts  to  over- 
reach others.  Was  there  ever  such  an  exhibition  be- 
fore ;   men  preaching  up  rebellion,   incessantly  and 
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lustily, — and  yet  insisting,  all  the  wliile,  that  they  are, 
and  that  they  mean  to  keep  themselves  within  the 
pale  of  the  law !  How  would  you  regard  the  man, 
who,  in  order  to  extort  a  compliance  with  unlawful 
demands,  should  threaten  to  commit  arson  or  burglary 
in  your  premises, — and  who  should,  at  the  same  time, 
have  the  assurance  to  tell  you,  that  he  was  going  ac- 
cording to  law  ;  that  if  you  will  let  him  quietly  steal 
your  horse,  he  will  not  burn  your  baru ;  that  if  you 
will  throw  into  his  hat  the  leathei-n  wallet,  in  which 
you  keep  your  gold  and  your  silver,  he,  like  a  peacea- 
ble citizen,  will  forbear  to  break  into  your  bouse  !  Is 
not  this  something  like  free  suffrage  logic  ?  Would 
you,  under  the  circumstances  supposed,  be  convinced 
by  such  logic  ?  Would  you,  without  struggle,  give 
up  your  horse,  to  save  your  barn  ?  Would  you  "  down 
with  your  dollars,"  that  the  house  breaker  might  not 
wrench  open  your  doors  ? 

Yon  are  invited,  fellow  citizens,  nay,  you  are  ex- 
horted and  implored,  by  the  Free  Suffrage  men,  to 
vote,  in  all  this  week,  for  a  document  which  they  call 
a  Constitution.  This  Constitution  they  have  manu- 
factured to  suit  themselves,  and,  if  there  be  any  vir- 
tue in  a  resort  to  physical  force,  they  are  determined 
to  make  it  suit  you.  Six  days  are  set  apart  by  these 
men  for  the  purpose  of  beginning  in  fraud  a  revolu- 
tion, which  is  to  be  consummated  in  force.  Fanners 
of  Rhode  Island — let  me  ask  you  to  read,  again  and 
again,  this  so  called  Constitution,  Mark,  more  es- 
pecially, the  provisions  which  regulate  the  mode  of 
receiving  and  counting  the  votes,  and,  then,  judge  ye, 
whether  or  not  these  men  mean  to  deal  fairly  by 
you  in  this  controversy.     They  will  have  the  voting 
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and  the  counting,  all  to  themselves,  for  six  days  and 
for  six  nights  !  You  are  not  so  simple  as  to  require  to 
1)6  told,  how  the  vote  will  stand  at  the  close  of  the 
poll !  These  provisions  to  which  I  have  alluded,  need 
no  extended  comment.  I  dismiss  them  with  a  single 
remark.  The  time  has  "been,  when  the  political  man, 
or  the  political  party  who  would  contrive  such  a 
scheme,  to  effect  a  favorite  purpose,  would  be  covered 
with  infamy  and  with  defeat.  Unless  morality,  as  well 
as  laws  and  Constitutions,  is  to  be  trampled  under  foot, 
in  Rhode  Island,  the  authors  of  this  scheme  will  yet 
discover,  to  their  cost,  what  a  blunder  they  have  com- 
mitted in  not  taking  more  pains  to  appear  honest. 
They  mistake  their  men,  if  they  think  that  they  can 
thus  come  over  you  by  a  juggle.  As  well  might  they 
attempt  to  overawe  you  by  threats,  or  to  put  you  down 
by  force. 

John  Jay,  of  illustrious  memory,  once  said — "  I 
have  known  many  demagogues— but  I  have  never 
known  one  honest  man  among  them."  Were  Jay  now 
living  among  us,  would  he  have  any  reason  to  retract 
this  assertion  ?  "Would  he  not  rather  be  tempted  to 
think  that  demagogues  have  parted  not  only  with  the 
essence,  but  with  the  form  of  common  honesty;  that 
they  have  lost  not  only  all  regard  to  conscience,  hut 
all  sensibility  to  shame. 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island : — I  pity  the  simplicity  of 
the  man,  who  hopes  to  delude  you  into  the  belief,  that 
the  Revolution  which  begins  to-day,  has  in  store  a  sin- 
gle benefit  for  you.  And  yet  more,— I  marvel  at  the 
intrepidity  of  any  class  of  men  who  may  attempt  to 
wrest  from  you  your  legal  and  constitutional  rights. 
In  the  days  which  tried  men's  souls,  you  feared  not  the 
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King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  Yon  will  not 
now  grow  pale,  "because  tlie  Free  Suffrage  Convention 
is  collecting  ita  might  to  overtlirow  you. 

"With  genuine  satisfaction,  do  I  hear  that  you  are 
not  indifferent  to  the  present  crisis,  that  you  mean  to 
stand  firmly  upon  your  rights, — that,  come  what  may, 
you  will  be  ti'ue  to  yourselves  and  to  your  govern- 
ment. Duty  to  yourselves  and  to  your  government 
demands  that  you  talce  no  part  in  the  work  of  mis- 
chief that  is  to  be  commenced  this  day.  Vote  neither 
for  nor  against  the  so  called  Constitution.  Exert  your 
influence  to  keep  others  from  voting.  Your  antago- 
nists are  arrayed  in  opposition  to  the  laws;  their 
moral  force  is  therefore  not  to  be  dreaded.  Do  what 
you  can  to  show  that  they  have  greatly  overrated  the 
numerical  force  by  which  they  threaten  ultimately  to 
put  you  down. 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island : — Be  moderate,  but  be  firm. 
Do  nothing  to  inflame  animosities  ;  admonish  the  un- 
wary ;  reclaim  the  wandering ;  rebuke,  with  calmness, 
the  noisy  and  the  presumptuous;  but,  amid  all  these 
tokens  of  conciliation  and  good  will,  be  prepared  for 
decisive  and  courageous  action.  Let  your  thunder 
sleep  in  the  cloud,  while  it  may — but  let  it  fall  upon 
any  man  or  any  set  of  men  who  come  to  trample  you 
in  the  dust !  -~,  -„ 
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PROVIDENCE  JOTJRKAL,  BaCEMBEB  29,  1841. 


TO  THE   FARMERS  OF   RHODE   ISLAf{D. 

THE  CRISIS.— KO,   VII. 


With  this  day,  closes  the  first  act  of  the  revolution- 
ary drama,  got  up  under  the  auspices  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Free  Suffrage  Convention  !  How  the  vote  will 
stand,  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  does  any  reasonable 
man  doubt  ?  A  majority  of  persons,  of  all  colors, 
twenty  one  years  of  age  and  over,  will  be  found  ar- 
rayed in  favor  of  the  instrument,  which  was  framed 
by  the  anarchists,  and  which  is  contrived,  most  ingeni- 
ously, to  perpetuate  a  usurped  dominion  over  the 
people,  the  Legislature,  the  laws,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Rhode  Island. 

Suppose,  however,  that,  by  some  mischance,  either 
the  misgivings  of  tender  consciences,  or  the  hesitation 
of  coward  neutrality,  a  majority  should  not  be  found 
arrayed  in  favor  of  the  misnamed  "  People's  Constitu- 
tion l  "  Why  then,  three  days  more  are,  yerj  consid- 
erately, allowed,  not  only  that  the  whole  of  the  ante- 
cedent process  may  be  revised  and  corrected, — but, 
likewise,  that  ail  persons  who,  "  fi'om  sickness  or  other 
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causes,"  failed  to  vote  on  either  of  the  first  three  days, 
may  have  a  chance  to  aid  in  this  work  of  mischief 
and  misrule.  "  Sickness  and  other  causes  ! "  Mark, 
the  generous  comprehension  of  the  terms !  Within 
these  notable  three  days,  "  other  causes,"  and  not  sick- 
ness will  "be  the  prevailing  epidemic ! 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island : — Look,  once  more,  at  this 
patent  scheme,  by  which  it  is  attempted  to  cheat  you 
out  of  your  rights  and  liberties.  These  votes,  thus 
given  in,  ^lnder  no  sanctions  of  law;  in  the  night  time, 
as  well  as  in  the  day ;  in  secret  corners,  as  well  as  in 
public  assembly;  with  no  jealous  minoiity  to  shame 
unscrupulous  men,  even  into  the  appearance  of  hon- 
esty; these  votes,  thus  tendered  and  thus  received, — 
are  to  be  counted  by  the  Rhode  Island  Fi'ee  Suffrage 
Convention — by  the  very  men  who  devised,  and  put 
into  operation,  the  revolutionary  movement ;  and  who 
know,  full  well,  what  momentous  issues  hang  upon 
the  final  success  of  this  movement.  What  have  they 
not  perilled  on  these  issues  ?  the  hopes  of  those  whose 
ambitious  fingers  are  impatient  to  clutch  the  highest 
honors  of  the  State;  and  the  hopes  of  a  yet  larger 
number,  who  will  be  "fierce  as  the  evening  wolves" 
to  seize  upon  the  "  spoils  !  "  If  the  thirty  one  moder- 
ators, in  six  days  and  in  six  nights,  cannot  make  the 
vote  come  out  right,  why  then  the  men  who  contrived 
the  scheme,  will  see  that  the  scheme  does  not  prove  a 
failure !  At  the  critical  hour,  they  will  take  good  care 
that  their  skill  in  political  midwifery  shall  suffer  no 
reproach.  They  will  take  good  care  that  the  child  is 
born.  To  hide,  if  possible,  their  own  shame,  they 
will  stamp  on  its  bastard  forehead,  the  mark  of  legiti- 


.^y  Google 


THE   CRISIS.  97 

macy.  In  insolent  contempt  of  all  your  rights,  they 
will  seek  to  palm  it  off  upon  you,  as  the  true  heir  to 
the  inheritance  "bequeathed  to  you  by  your  fathers. 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island,  it  is  now  no  longer  a  mat- 
ter of  doubt,  what  these  men  mean,  by  their  words 
and  by  their  acts.  Within  a  few  days,  emboldened 
by  dreams  of  success,  they  have  thrown  off  the  mask, 
and  come  out,  openly  and  fearlessly,  as  Revolutionists 
— "  proceeding  not  only  without  law,  but  against  law." 
I  thank  them  for  abandoning  the  policy  of  Jesuits  for 
the  intrepid  zeal  of  open  revolutionists,  "  Show  your 
coloi^,  if  you  are  an  Algerine,"  is  yet  remembered 
among  the  caustic  sayings  of  the  famous  Judge  Par- 
sons— ^a  man  no  less  witty  than  wise.  Right  glad  am 
I,  that  the  Free  Sufffage  men  have,  at  last,  shown  their 
true  colors.  A  writer,  in  yesterday's  Jminml^  who 
signs  himself  "  a  Revolutionary  soldier  of  1841  " — ex- 
horts "  every  friend  of  order  and  peace  to  vote  for  the 
people's  Constitution,  and  to  insure  its  adoption  by 
a  triumphant  majority."  Mark  the  language  which 
this  writer  uses.  "  Nothing,"  says  he,  "  short  of  such 
a  result,  will  prevent  a  scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion 
in  this  State,  such  as  never  has  been  witnessed  in  any 
republican  country  ! !  "  Again,  he  says,  "  should  the 
Free  Suffrage  party  fail  to  succeed  in  their  present 
peaceable  operations,  all  the  laws  of  the  State  may  be 
set  at  defiance !  and  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  physi- 
cal force  will  reign  over  all  law  and  order  ! !  "  This 
is  plain  language.  The  writer  has  shown  his  colors, 
though  he  does  not  appeal'  to  Imow  that  they  are  the 
colors  of  "  an  Algerine  !  " 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island — if,  without  a  sentiment 
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of  honest  indignation,  you  can  listen  to  such  langiiage, 
I  have  sadly  mistaken  your  real  character.  If  you  can 
be  terrified  by  such  threats,  your  ancient  spirit  has, 
indeed,  departed.  If  you  can  tamely  suifer  the  men 
who  use  such  language  to  ride  over  you  rough  shod, 
why,  then,  the  breed  of  noble  bloods,  is  extinct  among 
you.  If  such  threats  are  to  be  put  in  execution,  force 
and  not  right ;  faction  and  not  government ;— the 
mob  and  not  the  law,  is  to  begin  its  disastrous  reign  in 
the  land  of  Roger  Williams  !  Mark  the  words  of  this 
apostle  of  Revolution.  "Nothing  short  of  this  re- 
sult," aye,  nothing  short,  will  prevent  all  the  multi- 
form horrors  which  follow  in  the  train  of  social  revo- 
lutions. In  other  words,  unless  you  and  those  who 
think  with  you,  adopt  on  compulsion,  this  Constitu- 
tion, which  you  had  no  agency  in  making, — and  which 
will  be  fatal  to  your  influence  in  the  government,— 
why,  then,  anarchy  and  confusion  are  to  reign  through- 
out our  hitherto  peaceful  boders !  This  instrument, 
called  a  Constitution,  it  would  seem,  is  to  be  forced 
down  our  throats.  We  are  to  take  the  Free  Suffrage 
prescription  for  the  diseases  of  the  body  politic, 
whether  we  like  it  or  not.  I  am  as  much  for  peace  as 
any  other  man,  if  peace  can  be  maintained  without 
abandoning  that  which  is  dearer  than  peace.  I  would 
address  to  you,  even  now,  the  counsels  of  peace. 
You  and  I  ask  nothing  from  society  but  its  protection. 
We  want  to  live  and  to  die  under  the  reign  of  the 
laws— and  we  want  nothing  more.  The  reign  of  the 
laws,  however,  it  seems,  is  to  end,  if,  without  delibera- 
tion and  upon  compulsion,  you  will  not  adopt  the 
Free  Suffrage  Constitution  as  your  Constitution  ! 
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My  fellow  citizens,  how  disastrous  would  prove  the 
triumphs  which  these  men  seet— how  fearful  the  pre- 
cedent which  they  are  stnving  to  establish  ! 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island,  my  confidence  in  you  and 
in  the  General  Assembly  is  still  unshaken.  The  lawa 
are  not  to  be  prostrated  without  an  effort  to  vindicate 
them.  Faction,  as  I  believe,  is  destined  to  meet  with 
a  scorching  rebuke.  Neither  threats  nor  violence  will 
move  you  to  surrender  one  iota  of  your  rights.  Be 
ready,  at  a  proper  time,  and  under  proper  circum- 
stances, to  make  all  reasonable  concessions  for  the 
preservation  of  fraternal  concord ;  but  rather  beat 
your  ploughshares  into  swords,  wherewith  to  repel 
the  invaders,  than  suffer  these  invaders,  be  they  few 
or  be  they  many,  to  triumph  over  you — "  without  law 
and  against  law."  ^  „ 

°  OOUNTRT  BoKN. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURKAL,  JANUARY  1 


TO  TIIK   FARMERS   OF  RHODE   ISLAND. 

THE   CRISIS.— NO.    VIII. 


Fellow  Citizeks  : — -The  work  of  anarchy  is  in  pro- 
gress. King  numbers  has  advanced'  another  step,  in 
the  mai'ch  of  usurpation.     He  now  claims  to  be  the 
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sovereign  people,  and  he  denounces  his  vengeance 
upon  all  who  may  dare  to  oppose  his  will.  Mai'k,  how 
bright  upon  his  cheek  is  the  flush  of  triumph,  and 
with  what  proud  disdain  he  surveys  the  antagonists 
of  his  power !  The  authority  of  the  legal  people, 
composed,  mainly,  of  farmers,  mechanics,  merchants, 
and  manufacturers,  is  to  be  trampled  under  foot ;  and 
a  faction  which  has  recniited  its  ranks,  by  enlisting 
minors,  non-residents,  colored  people,  and  foreigners 
not  naturalized  ;  nay  more,  which  has  raked  even  our 
jails  for  materials  wherewith  to  increase  its  strength- — 
such  a  faction  has  now  the  unblushing  efii'ontery  to  call 
itself  the  Majority  of  the  People  of  Khode  Island ! 
In  this  censure,  I  mean  not  to  include  every  single 
man.  "  In  all  lead,"  says  the  chemist,  "  there  is  silver, 
and  in  all  copper,  there  is  gold.  But  mingled  masses 
are  justly  denominated  by  the  greater  quantity ;  and 
when  the  precious  particles  are  not  worth  extracting,  a 
faction  and  a  pigment  must  be  melted  down  together 
in  the  forms  and  offices  that  chance  allots  them." 

Fai-mei's  of  Khode  Island : — The  scheme  devised  by 
the  Free  Suffrage  Convention  to  ensure  the  adoption 
of  their  Constitution,  worked  to  admiration.  The  re- 
sult so  confidently  predicted  by  friends  and  by  foes, 
was  obtained.  The  sum  came  out  exactly  right !  The 
majority  is  declai'ed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  how,  it  is  now  asked,  can  the  majority  be 
guilty  of  tyranny,  or  be  resisted  with  success  ?  This 
may  be  free  suffrage  doctrine,  but  it  is  not  your  doc- 
trine. You  believe  that  majorities  are  often  capricious 
and  oppressive ;  and  that  no  worse  form  of  despotism 
can  esist,  than  the  despotism  of  a  majority,  goaded  on 
by  unprincipled  leaders  to  aggressions  upon  the  rights 
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of  the  minority.  Tlie  axe  or  the  bow  string  may  rid 
an  atused  people  of  a  single  despot,  who  in  the  wan- 
ton excesses  of  his  might,  has  trampled  them  in  the 
duet;  but  when  King  numbers  turna  despot,  and  per- 
petrates his  enormities  under  the  forms  of  law — per- 
chance "  without  law  and  against  law,"  the  abuse  may 
be  insufferable,  but  the  remedy  is  not  always  easy. 
The  King  can  do  no  wrong,  says  the  courtly  sycophant. 
The  majority  can  do  no  wrong,  says  the  pliant  dema- 
gogue. This  doctrine  may  suit  the  times ; — it  is, 
nevertheless,  the  doctrine  of  tyrants,  whenever,  and 
by  whomsoever  it  may  be  preached.  God  forbid  that 
it  should  find  favor  in  Rhode  Island ! 

The  anarchists  seem  to  be  experimenting  upon  public 
foi'bearanee,  already  taxed  somewhat  heavily,  by  boast- 
ing that  they  ai'e  now  the  majority;  and  as  the  majority, 
by  challenging  the  quiet  submission  of  all  good  citizens 
to  the  new  government.  What  law  authorized  them  to 
put  any  question  to  the  people  1  Under  the  sanction 
of  what  law  were  the  votes  given  in  and  counted  ? 
The  provisions  in  favor  of  fraud  were  abundant. 
What  single  effective  provision  was  made  against 
fraud  ?  What  a  series  of  paltry  expedients  was  re- 
sorted to,  in  advance  of  the  final  movement,  to  hood- 
wink the  public  judgment !  Respectable  clex'gymen 
were  urged  to  pray  over  scenes  of  anarchy,  that  the 
religious  public  might  be  duped  into  the  belief  that 
men  who  thus  called  to  their  aid  the  offices  of  piety 
could  meditate  no  mischief  to  the  State.  The  lessons 
of  history  have,  indeed,  been  read  in  vain,  if  by  so 
bald  an  imposture,  the  most  simple  can  be  deceived. 
Again,  it  was  proclaimed,  without  the  shadow  of 
truth,  that  the  Governor  of  this  State  meant  to  vote 
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for  the  Suffrage  Constitution  ;  and  it  was  more  than 
intimated,  that  one  of  our  Courts  of  Justice  looked, 
with  complacency,  upon  this  revolutionary  movement. 
Throughout  the  whole  affair,  the  suffrage  men  seemed 
to  be  oppressed  with  a  secret  consciousness  that  they 
were  perpetrating  a  grievous  public  wrong.  Something, 
therefore,  must  be  done  to  pacify  their  consciences. 
And,  yet  more,  something  must  be  done  to  win  honest 
but  unreflecting  men  to  the  support  of  their  cause. 

You  are,  fellow  citizens,  to  some  extent  informed  by 
what  means  that  majority,  to  which  your  obedience  is 
now  demanded,  was  obtained.  The  half,  however,  is 
not  told.  The  leaders  may  laugh  over  the  success  of 
their  juggle ;  and,  in  their  secret  council  chamber,  they 
may  begin  to  make  a  division  of  the  spoils.  But  the 
end  is  not  yet.  If  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  have 
not  come  to  consider  the  principles  of  honor  and  fair 
dealing  as  pedantic  and  superannuated  rules  of 
morality,  not  applicable  to  public  bodies,  they  vpill 
place  on  this  whole  scheme  to  defraud  them,  in  a  mat- 
ter of  the  gravest  concern,  a  seal  of  reprobation 
which  shall  make  its  infamy  imperishable.  When  all 
the  facts  connected  with  this  scheme  shall  have  been 
developed,  they  will  kindle  within  you  all  your  an- 
cient fii'es.  Enough  is  already  known  to  arouse  you 
to  an  indignant  sense  of  your  viTongs,  and  to  a  timely 
perception  of  your  danger. 

The  Suffrage  men  boast  of  the  large  number  of  free- 
holders  who  voted  for  their  constitution.  If  you  have 
examined  the  manner  in  which  the  "  People's  Ticket " 
is  printed,  you  will  feel  surprised  that  the  number  of 
freeholders  was  not  greater.  Here  is  this  People's 
Ticket,  word  for  word,  letter   for   letter,  blank  for 
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blank.     Examine  it  carefully,  and  then   cease  to  won- 
der that  so  many  freeholders  voted  for  the  people's 


"1776.  1841. 

"adoption  of  the  constitution  of  eliode  island. 

"people's    ticket. 

"  I  am  an  American  citizen,  of  the  age  of  twenty  one 

years,  and  have  my  permanent  residence  or  home  in 

this  State. 

"I  am  qualified  to  vote  imder  the  existing 

laws  of  this  State. 

"  I  vote  for  the  Constitution  formed  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  People,  assembled  at  Providence,  and  which 
was  proposed  to  the  People  by  said  Convention,  on 
the  18th  day  of  November,  1841." 

Let  me  remind  you  that  this  was  the  only  ticket 
prepared  for  the  occasion  ;  that  all  who  went  to  the 
meetings,  went  burning  with  zeal  to  vote  for  the  con- 
stitution ;  that  many  of  the  votes  were  polled  at 
night,  and  that  most  people  are  unused  to  these  deli- 
cate typographical  contrivances  which  mate  this  ticket 
to  sm-pass,  in  ingenuity,  many  counterfeited  bank 
notes  !  How  many,  do  you  think,  paused  to  read  the 
ticket,  before  they  voted  it  1  How  many  perceived 
that  there  was  any  blank  at  all  ?  How  many  left  it 
unfilled— some  with  a  design  to  defraud— but  more, 
from  ignorance,  or  carelessness,  or  haste  ? 

Farmers  of  Ehode  Island: — Let  me  again  recall 
your  attention  to  the  true  question  which  now  de- 
mands your  decision.     "Whether  or  not  suffrage  shall 
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"be  extended,  you  are  not  now  to  determine.  A  mxich 
graver  question  must  first  he  settled.  Shall  your  gov- 
ernment be  p^lt  down  by  a  faction — shall  tte  mob  and 
not  the  laws  reign ;  shall  a  combination  of  men  be 
permitted,  in  defiance  of  all  law,  to  proclaim  them- 
selves a  majority  of  the  people,  and,  in  the  exercise  of 
a  despotic  power,  obtained  by  fraud,  shall  they  be  suf- 
fered to  force  us  into  submission?  This  is  the  true 
question.     Can  there  be  more  than  one  answer  ? 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island;— Examine  the  elements 
of  this  faction ;  mark  the  spirit  which  animates  it ; 
look  at  the  men  who  are  destined  to  be  immortal  as 
its  leaders.  Are  you  prepared  to  surrender  your  po- 
litical power  into  such  hands  ?  Do  you  think  that  it 
would  conduce  to  the  greatest  good  of  the  whole,  that 
the  large  towns  and  the  factory  villages  should  gov- 
ern the  State  1  Do  you  think  that  Providence,  with 
such  a  mass  of  voters  which  she  will  have  at  com- 
mand, will  long  be  content  with  twelve  representa- 
tives ?  Will  she  not  insist  that  the  abstract  principle 
on  which  the  w-hole  battle  has  been  fought  by  the  suf- 
frage men,  shall  be  earned  out  in  her  favor  ?  Will 
she  not  demand,  that,  as  numbers  govern  at  the  polls 
— numbers  shall  govern  in  the  Legislature  ?  and  will 
she  not  have  the  power  to  make  her  demands  effectual  f 
If  she  cannot  bring  you  to  terms,  in  a  legal  and  con- 
stitutional manner,  will  she  not  form  alliances,  get  up 
a  faction,  and  availing  herself  of  the  precedent  now 
before  you,  go  behind  the  laws  and  the  Constitution  1 
She  has  now  a  population  of  nearly  twenty  five  thou- 
sand people.  That  population  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  in  a  few  years  may  be  expected  to  embrace,  at 
least,  one  third  of  the  population  of  the  whole  State. 
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Think  not  that  the  present  race  of  demagogues  is  the 
last.  Demagogues  enjoy  pei-petual  succession.  Our 
soil  yields  them  in  profusion.  The  present  individuals 
will  die  off,  in  time,  and  there  is  mercy  in  the  pro- 
vision, Taut  the  race  is  immortal.  Large  cities  are  the 
field  of  operations  for  a  demagogue,  for,  in  large  cities, 
is  to  be  found  the  materials  best  fitted  for  his  use. 
Beware,  then,  ere  it  be  too  late,  how  you  infiict  upon 
this  city  and  upon  the  State,  a  curse,  which,  when  once 
inflicted,  is  iri'emediable. 

Farmers  of  Ehode  Island : — I  appeal  to  you  once 
more.  Do  you  thint  that  men,  who  seek  an  alliance 
with  all  sorts  of  persons  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  are  fit 
to  be  trusted  with  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of 
honest  men  ? 

Farmers  of  Ehode  Island : — I  was  born  among  you, 
and  I  lived  among  you,  long  enough  to  know  the  stiiff 
whereof  you  are  made.  These  men  cannot,  by  an 
array  of  numbers,  make  you  flinch  a  hair's  breadth 
from  any  position  which  you  may  take  in  the  defence 
of  your  rights.  Their  threats  of  force,  in  case  you  do 
not  meekly  surrender  your  political  power  into  their 
hands,  will  not  fright  you  from  your  settled  purpose — 
to  stand  firm  in  defence  of  yourselves,  and  of  the  gov- 
ernment which  protects  you.  Be  as  miid  and  con- 
ciliatory, as  may  be,  in  your  language  and  conduct 
towards  these  men ;  but  let  them  not  suppose,  for  a 
single  moment,  that,  by  any  thing  wMch  they  have 
said  or  done,  or  by  any  thing  which  they  can  say  or 
do,  they  can  make  the  slightest  impression  upon  your 
fears.  The  laws,  and  not  faction,  must  reign  in  the 
land  of  Koger  Williams !  ^~^  -r, 
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PEOVIDBNCE  JOUENAL,   JANUAET  i 


TO  THE   FARMERS   OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.— NO.   IS. 


Fellow  Citizbks  : — Tliose  wlio  seem  to  resent  all 
opposition  to  the  sufirage  movement  in  this  State, 
have  been  at  the  pains  to  tell  the  pnblic,  that  "  Coun- 
try Bom  "  is  "  a  city  man,"  and,  moreover,  that  he  is 
an  obscure  man.  Pleading  guilty  to  both  of  these 
charges,  I  "  put  myself  on  the  country."  Why  should 
not  a  city  man  deprecate  a  movement,  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, will,  in  his  judgment,  increase  the  power  of 
the  city  for  evil,  rather  than  for  good ;  which  will 
fasten  upon  us  a  government,  without  any  effective 
cheeks  or  balances ;  which  will  transfer  the  political 
power  of  the  State  from  the  hands  of  the  farmers  into 
the  hands  of  the  demagogues.  Is  it  not  in  cities  that 
demagogues  most  do  congregate  ?  And,  in  the  event  of 
an  unlimited  extension  of  suffrage,  can  there  be  a 
doubt  that  masses  in  this  city,  and  kindred  masses  in 
the  factory  villages,  acting  under  impulses  communi- 
cated by  demagogues,  will  govern  the  State  ? 

Again — why  should  not  a  quiet  and  obscure  man 
be  allowed  to  take  some  interest  in  a  question,  which 
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is  to  fix,  perhaps  for  many  years,  the  destinies  of  this 
State  ?  Are  none  but  those  who  hold  office,  or  who  are 
in  pursuit  of  office,  interested  in  the  discussion  of  grave 
public  questions,  or  in  the  establishment  of  a  govern- 
ment upon  sound  principles  ?  Are  you  to  welcome 
only  the  testimony  and  the  counsels  of  those  who  may 
have  some  interest  in  deceiving  yon,  and  who  are  lia- 
ble to  be  themselves  deceived  ?  Are  you  to  listen  to 
him  who  pants  for  office,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  him 
who  seeks  nothing  but  quiet,  and  freedom  from  oppres- 
sion? At  some  future  day,  I  may  take  occasion  to 
"  define  the  position  "  of  some  of  those  gentlemen  who 
are  so  impatient  to  retrieve  their  forfeited  popularity, 
that  they  stop  neither  to  save  from  destruction  your 
interests,  nor  to  calculate  the  cost  to  their  own  honor. 
The  present  is  no  time  to  pursue  such  game  !  . 

Farmers  of  Ehode  Island : — I  commend  the  sub- 
joined extracts  from  Burke's  Eeflections  on  the  French 
Eevolution,  to  your  sober  attention.  They  are  not  al- 
together inapplicable  to  the  state  of  things  in  Rhode 
Island.  You  well  know  how  to  run  the  parallel. 
Since  the  experience  of  last  week,  the  free  suffi-age 
men  will  be  slow  to  reproach  me  for  appearing  "  by 
proxy." 

"  What  signifies  the  empty  compliment  paid  to  the 
country,  by  giving  it  perhaps  more  than  its  share  in 
the  theory  of  your  representation.  The  whole  of  the 
power  obtained  by  this  revolution  will  settle  in  the 
towns,  among  the  burghers  and  the  monied  directors 
who  lead  them.  The  landed  gentlemen,  the  yeoman 
and  the  peasant  have  none  of  those  habits  or  inclina- 
tions, or  experience  which  can  lead  them  to  any  share 
in  the  sole  source  of  power  now  left  in  France.    The 
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very  nature  of  a  country  life,  the  very  nature  of 
a  landed  property,  in  all  tlie  occupations  they  afford, 
render  combination  and  arrangement  (tlie  sole  way  of 
procuring  and  exerting  infliience)  in  a  manner  impos- 
sible among  country  people.  Combine  them  by  all 
the  art  you  can,  and  all  the  industry,  they  are  always 
dissolving  into  individuality.  Any  thing  in  the  nature 
of  incorporation  is  almost  impracticable  among  them. 
Hope,  fear,  alarm,  jealousy,  the  ephemerous  tale  that  does 
its  business  and  dies  in  a  day,  all  these  things  which 
are  the  reins  and  spurs  by  which  leaders  check  or 
urge  the  minds  of  followers,  are  not  easily  employed, 
or  hardly  at  all,  among  scattered  people.  They  as- 
semble, they  arm,  they  act  with  the  utmost  difficulty, 
and  at  the  greatest  charge.  Their  efforts,  if  ever  they 
can  be  commenced,  cannot  be  sustained.  They  can- 
not proceed  systematically.  The  country  gentleman, 
therefore,  the  officer  by  sea  and  by  land,  the  man  of 
liberal  views  and  habits,  attached  to  no  profession, 
will  be  as  completely  excluded  from  the  government 
of  the  State,  as  if  they  were  legislatively  proscribed. 
It  is  obvious  that,  in  the  towns,  the  things  which  con- 
spire against  the  country  gentlemen,  combine  in  favor 
of  the  money  manager  and  director.  In  towns  combi- 
nation is  natural.  The  habits  of  burghers,  their  occu- 
pations, their  diversion,  their  business,  their  idleness, 
continually  bring  them  into  mutual  contact.  Their 
virtues  and  their  vices  are  sociable ;  they  ai-e  always 
in  garrison,  [in  caucus]  and  they  come  embodied  and 
disciplined  into  the  hands  of  those  who  mean  to  form 
them  for  civil  or  military  action. 

"  All  these  considerations  leave  no  doubt  on  my 
mind,  that,  if  this  monster  of  a  constitution  can  con- 
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tinue,  France  will  "be  wholly  governed  hj  societies  in 
the  towns  fonned  of  directors  in  assignats,  and  trus- 
tees for  the  sale  of  church  lands,  attornies,  agents, 
money  jobbers,  speculators,  and  adventurers,  compos- 
ing an  ignoble  oligarchy,  founded  on  the  destruction 
of  the  crown,  the  church,  the  nobility  and  the  people. 
Here  end  all  the  deceitful  dreams  and  visions  of  the 
equality  and  rights  of  man.  In  the  '  Serbonian  bog 
of.  this  base  oligarchy,'  they  are  all  absorbed,  sunk, 
and  lost  forever. 

"  Though  human  eyes  cannot  trace  them,  one  would 
be  tempted  to  think  some  great  offences  in  France 
must  cry  to  heaven,  which  has  thought  fit  to  punish  it 
with  a  subjection  to  a  vile  and  inglorious  domination, 
in  which  no  comfort  or  compensation  is  to  be  found  in 
any,  even  of  those  false  splendors  which,  playing  about 
other  tyrannies,  prevent  mankind  from  feeling  them- 
selves dishonored  while  they  are  oppressed.  I  must 
confess,  1  am  touched  with  a  sorrow,  mixed  with  some 
indignation,  at  the  conduct  of  a  few  men,  once  of  great 
rank  and  still  of  great  character,  who,  deluded  with 
specious  names,  have  engaged  in  a  business  too  deep 
for  their  imderstandlng  to  fathom;  who  have  lent 
their  fair  reputation  and  the  authority  of  their  high 
sounding  names  to  the  designs  of  men  with  whom 
they  could  not  be  acquainted,  and  have  made  their 
very  virtues  operate  to  the  ruin  of  their  country." 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island : — Should  the 
men  ultimately  prevail,  whom  may  you  not  expect  to 
see  representing  you  in  Congress  2  While  you  are 
"oppressed"  at  home,  may  you  not  be  "dishonored" 


at  Washington  ? 
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PEOVIDENCE  JOOENAL,  JANUABT  6,  1843. 


TO  THE    FARMERS   OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.— NO.  S. 


Fellow  Citizens  : — Since  tte  time  wten  Arthur 
Fanner  wielded,  for  seventeen  successive  yeara,  tie 
democracy  of  Ehode  Island,  a  great  change  has  been 
wrought  in  the  social  condition  of  our  people.  The 
population  of  the  State  has  doubled,  and  the  popula- 
tion of  this  city  has  more  than  doubled.  In  respect 
to  their  political  power,  the  commercial  interest,  and 
the  agricultural  interest,  have  both  suffered,  in  the 
progress  of  events,  a  decline  never  to  be  retrieved. 
The  extension  of  suffrage  to  every  male  inhabitant 
twenty  one  years  of  age,  will  leave  them  utterly  pow- 
erless. The  foreign  population  in  this  city,  and  the 
manufacturing  population  out  of  it,  composed,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  of  persons  having  no  permanent 
interest  in  the  State,  will  be  invested  with  the  power 
to  elect  its  officers,  and  to  determine  what  shall  be  its 
laws.  Whether  or  not  such  a  concentration  of  all  the 
political  power  of  the  State  in  such  hands,  will  be  for 
the  greatest  good  of  the  whole,  I  leave  yon  to  de- 
termine. 
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Farmers  of  Rhode  Island :— It  is  said,  and  sucli  is 
tLe  voice,  not  only  of  "Providence,"  but  it  is  tlie 
voice  of  every  man  conversant  with,  the  principles  of 
oTirgovernment,— that  "the  majority  must  rule,  and 
the  minority  must  submit."  Who  questions  this  doc- 
trine, that  it  should  "be  thus  authoritatively  proclaimed  ? 
"  The  majority,"  it  is  true,  "  must  rule."     But  the  ma- 

ority  to  which  submission  is  demanded,  must  be  a 
1  majority,  legally  ascertained.     It  must  be  a  ma- 

ority  speaking  through  the  regular  channels,  the  con- 
stitution, laws  and  ordinances  of  the  government.  It 
must  be  a  real,  and  not  a  fictitious  majority.  It  must 
be  a  majority,  not  obtained  by  fraud,  and  not  intended 
to  be  followed  out  by  acts  of  force.  To  such  a  ma- 
jority, and  to  none  other,  ought  the  minority  to  sub- 
mit. 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island: — When  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  State,  legally  ascertained  to,  be  such, 
shall  think  proper,  in  a  legal  and  constitutional  mode, 
to  put  aside  the  old  Charter — the  present  system  of 
representation— the  present  suffrage  law,  <fec., — it  will 
be  found  that  those  who  are  most  hostile  to  the  change, 
will  submit,  with  a  very  good  grace,  to  the  regular 
operation  of  popular  power.  For  one,  I  cling,  with 
unwavering  fidelity,  to  the  principle,  embodied  in  the 
following  declaration  made  by  the  delegates  of  the 
people  of  this  State,  when,  in  the  year  1790,  they  rati- 
fied the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  They 
then  solemnly  declared,  "That  all  men  having  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  permanent  common  interest  with, 
and  attachment  to  the  community,  ought  to  have 
the  right  to  vote ! "  The  practical  question,  for  I 
reject  all  theories  of  natural  right  in  this  matter,  is. 
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what  shall  be  adopted  as  the  evidence  of  such  "  perma- 
nent common  interest  with,  and  attachment  to,  the 
community."  The  ownership  of  land,  would  eeem 
to  "be  the  least  doubtful  and  the  safest  rule  by  which 
to  settle  this  question.  The  Freeholders'  Convention, 
as  it  is  called,  however,  have  decided  otherwise.  They 
will  soon  meet  again  "  fresh  from  the  people  ; "  and 
from  their  decisions,  if  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of 
the  people,  there  can  be  no  appeal.  The  principle  of 
an  exclusive  landed  qualification,  I  lament  to  say,  has 
been  surrendered  already.  You  and  I  will  have  great 
reason  to  rejoice,  if  any  piinciple  shall  be  finally 
adopted,  which  shall  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
those,  and  to  those  only,  who  have  "  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  permanent  common  interest  with,  and  attach- 
ment to  the  community." 

A  writer,  under  the  signature  of  "  Providence,"  in 
the  Journal  of  yesterday,  seems  to  be  quite  enamored 
with  the  late  proceedings  of  the  suffrage  party.  Lis- 
ten to  the  voice  of  "  Providence  "  : — 

"The  proceedings  I  have  referred  to,  have  been  de- 
nominated, and  that  too  by  well  meaning  men,  revolu- 
tionary, illegal,  treasonable.  Revolutionary  they  may 
be,  for  our  principles  admit  of  those  peaceable  revo- 
lutions which  are  determined  at  the  ballot  box ;  but 
illegal  or  treasonable  they  cannot  be.  No  body  of 
men  have  ever  proceeded  more  quietly,  more  in  per- 
fect submission  to  the  laws,  more  in  strict  observance 
of  the  peace  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  than 
have  the  friends  of  free  Suffrage." 

Does  this  writer  mean  to  be  understood  as  likening 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  week  to  those  peaceable 
revolutions  which  are  accomplished  by  the  people, 
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when  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  laws  of  the 
land?  Would  he  institute  any  comparison  between 
"  the  ballot  box "  of  the  free  suffrage  party  and  the 
legal  and  constitutional  ballot  box,  which  determined 
the  great  political  revolution  in  1801,  or  the  no  less 
memorable  political  resolution  in  1840  ?  Does  he 
mean  to  say  that  if  the  free  suffrage  constitution 
should,  without  further  proceeding,  go  into  operation 
as  the  supreme  law  of  this  State,  such  a  result  would 
be  a  legal  result,  determined  at  the  legal  "ballot 
box?"  Was  this  the  way  in  which  the  people  of 
Connecticut  determined,  a  few  years  since,  to  put 
aside  their  charter  for  a  written  constitution  of  gov- 
ernment ?  Had  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  suffrage 
party  any  sanction  from  law?  Had  they  even  the 
appearance  of  being  intended  to  give  a  fair  expression 
of  public  opinion?  ~Na.j  more,  is  there  a  lawyer  in 
the  suffrage  party  or  out  of  the  suffrage  party,  who, 
having  any  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  could  be  found  to 
risli  that  reputation,  upon  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
legality  of  the  present  suffrage  movement  ? 

"  What  is  revolution  ?  "  once  asked  Daniel  Webs- 
ter, perhaps  the  ablest  constitutional  lawyer  of  the 
age.  Let  Daniel  Webster  answer.  "  That  is  revolu- 
tion which  overturns,  or  controls,  or  successfully  re- 
sists the  existing  public  authority ;  that  which  an'ests 
the  exercise  of  the  supreme  power ;  that  which  intro- 
duces a  new  paramount  authority  into  the  rule  of 
the  State."  Now,  I  ask,  is  not  this  the  precise  object 
of  the  free  suffrage  party  ?  What  is  their  language  ? 
"  This  constitution  [see  Ai'ticle  14,  section  5,]  shall,  if 
adopted,  go  into  operation  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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forty  two."  And  then  follows  sundry  provisions,  re- 
lative to  the  time  and  mode  of  electing  State  officers 
in  the  Spring,  and  of  effecting  a  complete  organizar 
tion  of  the  new  government.  They  even  proceed  so 
far  as  to  legalize  the  existing  government,  by  provid- 
ing, in  the  most  condescending  manner,  for  its  tempo- 
rary continuance !  Look  at  the  17th  section.  It 
reads  thus : 

"The  present  government  shall  exercise  all  the 
powers  with  which  it  is  now  clothed,  until  the  said 
first  Tuesday  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty  two,  and  until  their  successors  under  this 
constitution  shall  be  duly  elected  and  qualified," 

Now,  fellow  citizens,  all  this  seems  to  me  to  smell 
somewhat  strong  of  Revolution,  not  a  peaceable  Rev- 
olution, but  a  Revolution,  in  the  last  resort,  to  be  ac- 
complished by  force.  It  is  contended  by  the  Free 
Suffrage  party  that  their  constitution  is  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  the  people,  and  that  at  the  appointed  time 
it  will  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  State.  Sup- 
pose, however,  that  the  existing  government  does  not 
care  to  surrender,  either  to  fraud  or  to  force,  its  right- 
ful authorities.  Suppose  it  should  consider  the  result 
of  the  six  days'  balloting  as  not  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  will  of  the  majority.  Suppose,  moreover,  that 
the  Convention  of  the  people  of  this  State,  acting  un- 
der the  authority  of  law,  should  form  another  consti- 
tution, differing,  essentially,  in  its  provisions,  fi'om  the 
instrument  voted  for,  during  the  whole  of  last  week, 
by  all  sorts  of  men,  and  in  all  sorts  of  ways.  Sup- 
pose such  constitution  should  be  adopted  by  the  peo- 
ple, in  a  legal  manner.  Should  we  not,  then,  have 
two  governments,  each  claiming  paramount  authority  ? 
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Would  tliere  he  no  danger  of  collision,  of  angry  col- 
lision, between  the  two  governments  ?  If  force  should 
T)e  used,  who  would  he  morally  and  legally  responsi- 
ble for  the  consequences  ? 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island: — An  appeal  has  heen 
made  by  "  Providence  "  to  the  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island. 
On  this  topic  I  have  a  few  words  to  say.  What  mat- 
ters it  to  us,  qniet  and  obscure  citizens,  which  of  the 
two  great  political  parties  has  the  ascendency  in  this 
State  ?  Let  me  tell  you,  and  let  me  tell  "  Providence," 
the  men  of  the  city,  and  the  writer  who  adopts  that 
signature,  that  the  little  finger  of  free  suffrage,  will  be 
found  heavier  than  the  loins  of  locofocoism  !  Though 
not  a  trading  politician,  there  is  one  bargain  which  I 
would  make.  I  most  cheerfully  would  suiTender  to 
the  locofocos,  as  they  are  called,  the  whole  political 
power  of  this  State,  for  the  term,  of  twenty  years,  pro- 
vided you  and  I  could  be  permitted  to  live  securely 
under  a  government  of  laws  and  not  of  men ; — under 
a  government  which  would  represent  "the  sober 
second  thoughts  of  the  people,"  who  have  some  perma- 
nent interest  in  the  State,  rather  than  the  passions  of 
an  irresponsible  and  unreflecting  floating  mass — a  gov- 
ernment which  should  have  within  itself  some  ele- 
ments of  stability,  and  some  principles  adverse  to  the 
principles  of  the  demagogue  and  the  disorganizer ;  a 
government,  in  flue,  which,  in  its  practical  operations, 
would  neither  invade  the  i-ights  of  the  minority,  nor 
dishonor  the  wisdom  of  the  people. 

CoUNTnT  BOKN. 


.^y  Google 


WEITINGS   OF   WILLIAM   G.   GODBAED. 


PEOVIDENCB  JOtTENAL,  JAHTJAEY  11,  1842. 


TO   THE   FARMERS   OF   RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE  CEISIS.— NO.  XI, 


Fellow  Citizeks  :— "  I  am  the  State,"  once  said  a 
despotic  prince  of  tlie  House  of  Bourbon.  "  We  are 
the  people,"  now  says  the  despotic  faction  which  has, 
again  and  again,  proclaimed  its  determination  to 
fasten  upon  us  a  Constitution — "without  law  and 
against  law ! "  The  boast  of  the  Bourbon  was  not  an 
empty  one.  He  had  a  mind  capacious  of  magnificent 
designs,  and  he  was  sustained  by  the  consciousness  of 
unlimited  power.  By  what  authority  does  the  faction, 
which  aims  to  overthi-ow,  by  violence,  tie  existing 
government  of  this  State,  proclaim  itself  to  be  the 
majority  of  the  people?  When  and  how  did  it  be- 
come the  majority  of  the  people  ?  When  it  began  the 
work  of  mischief,  it  confessedly  was  not  the  majority. 
Is  there  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  convince  any  man  of 
common  sense  and  common  honesty,  that  it  is  the  mar 
jority,  now?  WTiat  legal  or  paliamentary  tribunal 
would  not  reject,  on  the  instant,  as  utterly  inadmissi- 
ble, the  sort  of  proof  by  which  the  suffrage  men  now 
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attempt  to  convince  the  public,  that  tte  numerical 
force  is  now  tlieirs  ?  And,  wliat  if  the  numerical 
force  be  tlieirs  ?  Though  I  concede  not  to  them  even 
this  poor  advantage,  yet  I  would  ask,  is  an  appeal  to 
be  made  to  the  numerical  force,  in  a  matter  involving, 
for  many  years  to  come,  the  dearest  constitutional 
rights  of  thousands  ?  Is  a  body  of  men  representing 
only  one  class  of  people  in  the  State,  the  suffrage  men, 
and  bent,  after  all,  only  on  establishing  one  principle, 
the  principle  of  universal  suffrage — is  a  body,  thus 
constituted,  and  thus  under  the  dominion  of  a  single 
idea,  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  grave  and  delicate  task 
of  modelling  a  system  of  government  ?  Is  such  a 
body  fit  to  regulate  nice  adjustments,  to  interpose 
checks  and  balances,  where  cheeks  and  balances  are 
needed ;  in  fine,  to  accommodate  such  a  system  of 
government  to  the  temper,  genius,  habits,  and  peculiar 
conditions  of  the  people?  Nay  more,  may  not  the 
whole  history  of  popular  governments  be  challenged 
to  produce  an  example  of  a  Constitution  formed,  not 
only  amid  clamor,  and  passion,  and  almost  fanatical 
fervors— but  without  undergoing  the  deliberate  and 
searching  scrutiny  of  a  jealous  minority  ?  The  Free 
Suffrage  Convention  was  got  up  by  party  acclamation  ; 
the  Constitution  was  adopted  in  that  Convention, 
by  party  acclamation;  and  the  same  Convention,  will, 
in  a  day  or  two,  end  this  solemn  farce,  by  proclaiming 
that  Constitution,  so  framed  and  so  adopted,  to  be,  in 
Rhode  Island,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  !  In  other 
words,  these  men  got  together,  in  their  own  fashion — 
all  by  themselves — and  made  a  Constitution  to  suit 
themselves;  they  voted  for  the  instrument,  after  their 
own  fashion ;  and  they  are  about  to  proclaim  the  re- 
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suit,  after  their  own  fashion  !  Are  such  meu  to  be 
deemed  the  people,  and  upon  such  evidence  ?  Is  a 
Constitution,  thus  adopted,  to  become  the  supreme 
law  of  the  State  ?  Is  this  the  majority  which,  with 
an  intrepid  impudence  truly  inimitable,  the  General 
Assembly  is  now  gravely  summoned  to  obey  ?  These 
men,  I  repeat  it,  do  not  deceive  themselves  in  this 
matter;  but  they  mean  to  deceive  others.  They  know, 
as  well  as  you,  that  if  the  votes  given  in  for  their 
Constitution  could  be  properly  sifted,  all  cause  for 
boasting  would,  upon  their  own  principles,  be  excluded. 
They  would  be  found  in  a  minority  ;  and  that,  after 
all  their  bluster,  is  now  their  true  position.  Thou- 
sands voted  for  the  Suffi'age  Constitution,  with  no 
other  view  than  to  espress  their  opinion  in  favor  of  a 
liberal  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  They  were 
told  by  those  who  had  an  interest  in  deceiving  them, 
that  such,  and  such  only,  would  be  the  effect  of  their 
votes.  These  men  are  not  less  hostile  to  revolutionary 
schemes  than  you  are.  They  would  disdain  the  fel- 
lowship of  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  who  preach  up 
doctrines  subversive  of  all  government ;  and  who  en- 
gage in  licentious  schemes,  to  endow  faction  with  the 
attril)utes  of  law.  Lite  thousands  of  you,  they  be- 
lieve that  the  time  has  arrived  for  a  liberal  extension 
of  the  right  of  suffrage.  They  are  willing  to  be 
counted  as  the  friends  of  such  liberal  extension ;  but 
they  would  repudiate, — indignantly  repudiate— the 
revolutionary  doctrines  which  the  leaders  of  the  suf- 
frage party  now  openly  avow.  They  are  willing  to 
wait  for  the  regular  and  peaceful  expression  of  the 
popular  will.  They  are  not  in  such  a  hurry  to  exer- 
cise the  right  of   sufirage,  that  they  are  disposed  to 
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trample  down  every  principle  and  institution  which 
can  give  dignity,  or  value,  or  security  to  that  right. 

On  the  revolutionary  question,  the  numerical  force, 
as  I  firmly  "believe,  is  against  the  suffl-age  party ;  the 
moral  power  of  the  State  is  against  them ;  the  princi- 
ples of  constitutional  law  are  against  them,  the  una- 
dulterated conclusions  of  common  sense  ai-e  against 
them.  They  need  not  hope,  by  means  of  noise,  or 
menace,  or  compact  organization,  to  effect  an  easy 
triumph  over  the  government  and  the  people  of  Ehode 
Island. 

Farmers  of  Ehode  Island : — Our  little  State  will 
come  out  of  these  fierce  trials,  with  untarnished  honor. 
The  reforms  which  our  institutions  may  seem  to  re- 
quire will  he  accomplished,  with  deliberate  wisdom, 
and  in  a  spii'it  of  magnanimous  compromise.  Inequali- 
ties in  the  representation  will  be  corrected ;  and  the 
right  of  suffrage  will  be  extended  to  all  those  pei-sons 
who  have  "sufficient  evidence  of  a  permanent  com- 
mon interest  with,  and  attachment  to,  the  commu- 
nity." It  ought  to  be  extended  to  none  beside ; 
unless  it  be  designed  that  the  demagogues  and  the 
floating  population  of  the  State  shall  govern  the  State, 
Clamor  and  menace  and  fraud  have  had  their  day.  It 
is  now  time  for  sober  counsels,  and  patriotic  purposes, 
and  unflinching  courage  to  have  theirs.  The  govern- 
ment, lam  persuaded,  will  be  true  to  itself;  and  the 
vital  question,  whether  faction  or  the  laws  shall  tri- 
umph, will  not  long  bo  left  undecided.  I  have  no 
fears  for  the  issue,  come  when  and  how  it  may. 

Upon  the  men  who  for  months  have  tui'ned  our 
little  State  upside  down,  some  discountenancing  mark 
should  be  placed.    They  have  violated,  in  several  in- 
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stances,  and  in  the  most  ahameful  manner,  the  liberty 
of  speech.  The  Anti-Slavery  men  found  that  they 
could  discuss,  without  interi'uption,  all  subjects,  save 
one.  Whenever  they  assailed  what  they  deemed  to 
be  an  objectionable  provision  relative  to  suffrage,  in 
the  so  called  "  People's  Constitution,"  king  mob  tin- 
died  into  fury.  Again  and  again  were  these  people 
inten-upted  and  grossly  insulted;  confounded  some- 
times by  rude  clamors,  and,  in  one  case  at  least,  pelted 
by  missiles :  and  all  this,  simply  because  in  Newport, 
Providence,  and  elsewhere,  they  took  the  liberty  to 
speak  freely  of  the  Suffrage  Constitution!  I  have  no 
special  sympathies  for  anti-slavery  men  or  anti-slavery 
women,  as  such ;  but  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  man 
whose  veins  are  coursed  by  Rhode  Island  blood,  can 
repress  his  honest  indignation,  whenever  the  right  of 
free  discussion  is  thus  trampled  upon  by  a  mob !  No 
matter  how  uncongenial  the  theme;  no  matter  how 
profitless  the  debate;  no  matter  how  obscure  the 
speakers — the  right  of  free  discussion  should  be  held 
sacred:  and  be  maintained,  at  whatever  cost,  against 
any  man  or  any  set  of  men  who  may  dare  to  invade  it ! 
Farmers  of  Rhode  Island : — -Would  you  wish  to  be 
ruled  by  men  who  have  bullied  and  blustered  so  long, 
that  vanity  and  passion  have  betrayed  them  into  false 
judgments  and  rash  measures  ?  Would  you  confide  to 
such  men  the  task  of  forming  for  yourselves  and  for 
your  children  a  constitution  of  government — a  fimda^ 
mental  law  which  is  to  determine  what  shall  be  the 
securities  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  ? 

COUHTEY    BORW. 
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TO  THE   FARMERS   OF   RHODE   ISLAND. 

THE    CBISIS,— HO.   XH. 


Fj'Illow  Citizexs  : — It  has,  again  and  again,  been 
intimated,  that  we  do  not  behold  upon  the  stage,  all 
the  chief  actors  in  this  revolutionary  drama.  It  has 
been  said,  that  for  some  of  the  chief  actors  and  man- 
agers, we  must  look  behind  the  scenes.  To  discai'd  all 
metaphor — it  has  been  said,  that  certain  influential 
political  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  this  scheme  of  the 
Free  Suffrage  party  to  overthrow  the  existing  govern- 
ment, and  to  establish,  "  without  law  and  against  law," 
another  government  upon  its  ruins  !  These  gentlemen, 
it  is  alleged,  have  not  only  countenanced  this  scheme, 
by  their  ostensible  neutrality,  but,  in  secret,  and  by 
various  means,  no  less  powerful  for  being  indirect, 
they  have  administered  "aid  and  comfort"  to  the 
apostles  of  anarchy.  In  proof  of  these  assertions,  it 
is  stated  that  large  bands  of  men,  over  whom,  at  every 
insignificant  contested  election,  these  gentlemen  have 
been  accustomed  to  exert  a  controlling  influence, 
marched  to  the  polls,  in  solid,  columns,  and  voted  for 
the  Free  Suffrage  Constitution  !     And,  moreover,  it  is 
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predicted,  tliat  the  developments  at  the  present  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  arrangements  for  the 
April  election,  and  the  result  of  that  election,  will 
furaish  very  significant  indications  that  these  gentle- 
men have,  indeed,  lent  themselves  to  this  work  of  con- 
fusion. 

Fellow  Citizens : — I  warn  you  not  to  listen  to  these 
vague  and  uncharitable  rumors— allied  as  they  are,  in 
character  and  in  design,  to  the  political  gossip  and 
"  loose  libels,"  with  which  the  scene  shifters  and  the 
candle  snuffers  in  the  revolutionary  drama  have  amused 
their  leisure  hours.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that 
the  authority  of  distinguished  men,  has,  for  a  sinister 
purpose,  been  indecorously  pressed  into  the  seiwice  of 
the  revolutionaiy  faction.  The  device  is  almost  too 
plain  to  be  effectual.  It  disa'edits  the  practised  in- 
genuity of  its  inventors ;  it  will  fail  to  increase  the 
number  either  of  proselytes  or  of  dupes. 

Fellow  Citizens  : — Do  you  require  to  be  told  that 
the  prominent  political  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  al- 
luded, would  be  among  the  last  to  embark  in  a 
piratical  bottom,  under  a  piratical  flag — fitted  out  by 
desperate  men,  for  desperate  purposes  ?  Would  they 
peril  their  commanding  influence  by  joining  in  this  un- 
licensed enterprise  against  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
the  State  ?  Would  they  turn  their  backs  upon  their 
own  principles,  and  for  a.  consideration  too  paltry,  to 
seduce  the  veriest  political  drudge  from  the  path  of 
honesty?  Would  they  dishonor  the  memory  of  their 
forefathers,  by  an  alliance  with  men,  who  are  seeking 
to  trample  in  the  dust  the  doctrines  and  institutions, 
which  those  forefathers  would  have  maintained  against 
fraud  and  violence, — and  maintained  even  unto  blood  ? 
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For  these  gentlemen,  thus  sought  to  he  dishonored  by 
imputations  intended  to  give  an  artificial  dignity  to 
this  factious  movement,  I  have  no  special  political,  or 
personal  sympathies.  Their  lines  of  motion  are  not 
coincident  with  mine.  Their  objects  of  pursuit  and 
of  enjoyment  are  not  mine.  They  move,  thanks  to 
God  for  ray  safe  mediocrity,  in  regions  far  above  that 
in  which  I  am  destined  to  live  and  to  die.  "  I  have 
no  vulgar  admiration,  nor  any  vulgar  antipathy,  to- 
wards them.  I  hold  their  order  in  cold  and  decent 
respect."*  Ae  an  humble  citizen  of  Rhode  Island,  I 
cannot,  however,  help  feeling  some  concern  in  the 
characters  of  her  public  men,  because  the  charaetera 
of  her  public  men  are,  in  some  sort,  public  property. 
They  cover  a  free  State  with  glory,  or  they  cover  it 
with  shame ! 

Fellow  Citizens: — While  I  put  forth  this  effort, 
however  feeTale,  to  rescue  the  reputation  of  these  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  from  undesei'ved  reproach,  I 
ought,  in  justice,  to  add,  that  to  their  neutrality  on  a 
question  of  such  vital  importance,  these  vague  and 
disreputable  rumors  owe  all  their  power  to  work  mis- 
chief Whether  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  are  to 
live  longer  under  the  old  charter  or  not ;  whether  the 
landed  qualification  shall  be  preserved  or  not ;  whether 
suffrage  shall  be  universal  or  restiicted ; — these  are  all 
subordinate  questions,  about  which  difi'erences  of 
opinion  may  be  honestly  entertained.  These,  too,  are 
questions,  in  reference  to  which  public  men  may  be  at 
liberty  to  reserve  their  opinions.     These  are  questions, 

*  The  teautiful  language  of  Edmund  Bnrke,  when  speaking  of  tbeBritieh 
Peers,  and  defending  Lims«lf  against  the  charge  of  being  "  ai  man  of  saia- 
tocratio  principles." 
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upon  wliich  neutrality  can  be  maintained,  without 
suspicion  and  wittout  reproacii.  But  the  question, 
■whether  or  not  the  established  government  shall  be 
ovei-thrown  by  a  faction;  whether  force  or  the  laws 
shall  tiiumph  ;  whether  king  numbers  or  the  people 
shall  rule — these  are  questions  which  abhor  all  neu- 
trality. These  are  radical  and  momentous  questions, 
in  the  discussion  and  settlement  of  which  there  ought 
to  be  no  timid  reserve — no  equivocal  disguises ;  noth- 
ing, in  short,  which  wears  the  semblance  of  compro- 
mise or  of  fear.  "  There  are  times  and  circumstances," 
says  that  great  political  philosopher,  Edmund  Burke, 
"  in  which  not  to  speak  out  is  at  least  to  connive." 
Sui'ely,  it  is  not  enough,  that  dangerous  doctrines  are 
not  owned ;  they  should  be  indignantly  and  openly 
rejected.  It  is  not  enough  that  turbulent  men  are  not 
aided ;  they  should  meet  with  the  most  determined 
and  unfaltering  resistance.  A  combination  of  persons, 
acting  under  the  direction  of  a  political  society,  has 
tilled  our  little  State  with  confusion.  Has  this  com- 
bination been  openly  condemned  and  opposed  by  the 
influential  gentlemen  who  are  now  subjected  to  the 
mortifying  suspicion  of  belonging  to  the  brother- 
hood ?  I  lament.  In  all  sincerity,  that,  in  this  great 
controversy  of  right  against  might, — in  this  noble 
struggle,  nobler  far  than  the  triumph  of  any  man  or 
of  any  party,  we  have  been  unable  either  to  muster 
them  in  our  ranks  or  to  see  them  doing  battle,  in  their 
natural  position,  at  the  head  of  our  columns  I 

Fellow  Citizens : — These  gentlemen  ought  to  be  ad- 
monished of  their  high  responsibilities  to  the  State 
which  protects,  and  which  has  delighted  to  honor 
them.      Their    social  position ;    their  talents ;   their 
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wealtli ;  their  wide  personal  popularity;  all  serve  to 
give  gi'eat  weight  to  theii'  opinions,  and  great  strength 
to  whatever  cause  they  may  seem  to  support.  As 
citizens  and  as  public  men,  they  ought  to  remember, 
that  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  honor  of  Rhode  Island 
are  now  in  peril ;  and  that  if  confusion  and  disaster, 
and  disgrace,  are  to  be  her  destiny,  neither  they  nor 
their  children  can  hope  to  escape  the  common  lot.  The 
storms  of  revolution  make  no  discrimination.  They 
cast  the  whales  as  well  as  the  periwinkles  upon  the 
strand  !  I  will  not  draw  into  question  the  moral 
courage  of  these  gentlemen,  by  the  intimation  that 
they  are  ft'ightened  by  the  clamor  which  now  disturbs 
the  public  repose.  They  know,  full  well,  the  difference 
between  the  clamor  which  is  caused  by  abuse  and 
which  aims  at  redress,"  and  the  clamor  intended  to  pro- 
duce .  discontent,  and  to  gratify  personal  ambition. 
Such  a  clamor,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Burte,  "is  in- 
deed one  of  the  worst  acts  of  sedition."  Such  a 
clamor  they  ought  to  be  the  last  men  to  fear, 

COUHTEY    BOEK. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,   JAKTJARY  1 


TO   THE  FARMERS   OF  RHODE   ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.— KO.  XOl. 


Fellow  Citizens: — Have  you  read  the  "Address 
to  the  membera  of  the  General  Assembly,"  which  was 
published  in  this  city,  last  week?  This  Address, 
spread  over  a  pamphlet  of  twenty  four  pages,  embod- 
ies facts  and  principles,  which,  at  the  present  extraor- 
dinary crisis,  in  our  State  affairs,  commend  themselves, 
with  peculiar  force,  to  the  attention  of  every  citizen  of 
Rhode  Island.  It  is  understood  to  be  from  the  pen  of 
one  of  our  most  eminent  citizens  and  ablest  constitu- 
tional lawyers ;  a  man  whose  independent  position, 
elevated  personal  character,  and  exemption  from  party 
influences  are  ample  pledges  for  the  wisdom  and  the 
sincerity  of  his  counsels.  If,  my  fellow  citizens,  you 
have  not  read  this  address,  let  me  advise  you  to  read 
it,  without  delay.  Eead  it  and  ponder  it !  Though 
specially  intended  for  the  present  crisis,  it  contains 
facts  and  principles  which  cannot  lose  their  value  with 
time ;  facts  and  principles  which  ought  to  form  a  part 
of  the  intellectual  furniture  of  every  man  in  Rhode 
Island;  facts  and  principles,  which,  had  they  been 
familiar  to  the  public  mind,  would  have  saved  thou- 
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sands  from  rushing  madly  into  the  present  scenes  of 
confusion  and  dishonor.  For  one,  I  feel  largely  in- 
debted to  this  gentleman,  for  the  able  and  efficient 
service,  which,  stepping  aside  from  his  quiet  and  dig- 
nified pursuits,  he  has  felt  himself,  in  duty  bound,  to 
render  to  his  fellow  citizens.  I  welcome  the  aid  of  so 
distinguished  a  champion  in  the  good  cause  of  law, 
and  order,  and  popular  right ! 

I  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  the  value  of  his 
labors,  and  to  the  generous  ardor  which  has  impelled 
him,  not  to  enter  the  political  arena,  as  a  political 
gladiator,  but  to  work,  with  his  might,  in  the  vineyard 
of  the  people, — to  save  that  vineyard  from  being  tram- 
pled by  lawless  feet !  The  politicians  of  the  day  are 
sadly  puzzled  to  understand  the  motives  which  should 
induce  citizens,  habitually  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  to 
come  out  and  show  their  colors,  at  the  present  crisis. 
They  seem  to  think  that  the  field  of  discussion  and  of 
action,  on  all  occasions,  belongs  exclusively  to  them. 
When  they  are  engaged  in  shrewd  contrivances  to 
frustrate  the  intentions  of  nature,  and  to  vote  little 
men  to  be  great  men ;  when  they  seek  to  make  men 
governors  of  the  people,  who  have  never  yet  learnt  to 
govern  themselves ;  when  they  are  contriving  to  make 
men  Senators,  to  wliom  God  has  refused  wisdom; — 
why,  in  all  such  manufacturing  processes, — in  all  such 
paltry  manipulations, — I  am  content  that  they  should 
do  all  the  work.  I,  for  one,  prefer  to  keep  out  of 
the  mill !  But  when  they  attempt  to  manufacture  a 
constitution  of  government,  and,  especially,  when  they 
attempt  to  force  a  constitution  of  goveniment  upon 
the  people,  as  one  of  the  people,  I  claim  the  right  to 
be  heard.    No  array  of  numbers,  however  formidable, 
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no  political  combinations,  however  strongly  cemented, 
no  prosenptive  frenzy,  however  epidemic, — no  factious 
domination,  however  insolent,  should  ever  fright  an 
honest  man,  hnnihle  though  he  may  he,  from  the  in- 
trepid maintenance  of  his  great  legal,  and  constitu- 
.  tional  rights.  I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  say 
these  things ;  because  living  as  I  do,  neai'  the  crater  of 
the  belching  volcano,  I  may  be  presumed  to  know 
something  of  the  materials  which  cause  the  mountain 
to  bum,  and  the  sky  to  flash  with  tempest. 

Fellow  citizens : — It  has  been  found  convenient  to 
ascribe  the  "  Address  "  of  which  I  have  above  spoken, 
to  the  individual  who  now  addresses  you.  Proud 
should  I  be,  of  the  honors  of  such  paternity;  but 
after  what  I  have  said,  you  will,  of  eoui'se,  infer  that 
such  honors  are  not  mine.  A  plain  man,  without  pre- 
tensions to  learning,  either  scholastic  or  professional,  I 
never  venture  upon  trains  of  profound  consecutive 
reasoning ;  I  put  forth  only  those  simple  elementary 
truths,  which  are  familiar  to  the  common  mind;  I  cir- 
culate the  current  coin,  leaving  abler  men  to  deal  with 
ingots  of  gold. 

Fellow  Citizens : — It  seems  to  be  conceded,  on  all 
sides,  that  we  must  have  a  wi'itten  Constitution  of 
government  for  this  State  ;  and  that  that  Constitution 
must  embody  provisions  for  a  large  extension  of  the 
right  of  sufl''rage.  So  be  it.  Whenever  the  people, 
the  whole  people,  shall  declare,  in  an  authentic  and 
legal  manner,  such  to  be  their  will,  the  whole  ques- 
tion will  be  settled.  The  majority  must,  in  that 
event  GOVEEN ;  and  the  minority  iiust  submit!  Thus 
far,  we  are  without  any  evidence,  deserving  the  name 
of  evidence,  that  such  is  the  will  of  the  people.    No 
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popular  clamor ;  no  ari'ay  of  numbers;  no  vote  of  the 
General  Assembly,  can  ever  impart  to  the  Free  Suf- 
frage Convention,  a  single  attribute  of  legality. 
That  Convention  was  bottomed  on  usui-pation ;  it  pro- 
ceeded in  the  spirit  of  usurpation ;  and  it  threatens  to 
finish  its  work,  by  an  act  of  usurpation.  I  have,  af- 
ter all,  no  fears  for  the  issue.  We  shall  not  escape  an 
extended  suffrage ;  but  that  is,  now,  a  subordinate 
matter ;  but  we  shall  escape  the  disgrace,  the  deep, 
the  imperishable  disgrace,  of  submitting  to  a  govern- 
ment, established  over  us  by  fraud  and  by  force.  We, 
who  are  contending  for  the  supremacy  of  law,  may  be 
a  scattered  host ;  we  may  not  meet  together  to.  inflame 
each  other's  zeal,  or  to  strengthen  each  other's  hands ; 
but  we  are,  nevertheless,  strong  in  numbers,  and  still 
stronger  in  spirit.  We  are  not  to  be  put  down  so 
easily  as  some  seem  to  think.  We  are  on  the  side 
of  law,  and  order,  and  right,  and  truth.  Who  can 
show  a  broader  basis  whereon  to  stand,  and  to  do  bat- 
tle ?  With  such  allies,  I  fear  not  the  issue.  With 
such  allies,  we  can  shiver  their  corrupt  combinations 
into  atoms.  With  such  allies,  we  can  save  the  State 
from  confusion  and  from  reproach.  The  judgment  of 
the  people  is  with  us ;  the  verdict  of  uncoiTupted  con- 
sciences is  with  us ;  the  verdict  of  impartial  history 
will  be  with  us ! 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island :— My  task,  extended  al- 
ready far  beyond  my  oiigiual  design,  is  well  nigh 
finished.  In  my  next,  I  shall  take  my  leave  of  you. 
The  distinguished  gentleman  who  has  addressed  the 
General  Assembly,  has  reaped  the  field.  There  is  no 
need  of  my  raking  after  his  cart ! 

Country  Boen. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOUENAL,  JABTJART  25,  1843. 


TO   THE  FARMERS  OF   RHODE  ISLAND. 

THE  CRISIS.— HO.  SIT. 


Fellow  Citizens  : — Many  topics  press  upon  me  for 
notice,  at  this  closing  scene  of  my  humble  laljors.  To 
a  few  only  of  these  topics,  I  now  purpose  "briefly  to 
allude.  With  each  other,  they  may  "be  somewhat 
slightly  connected,  but  they  all  stand  in  relation,  more 
or  less  intimate,  to  the  present  crisis. 

Again  and  again,  have  I  expressed  my  decided  con- 
victions, that  Khode  Island  would  come  out  of  this 
fierce  strife,  with  untarnished  honor ;  that  the  govern- 
ment would  not  yield  a  hair's  breadth  to  threats ;  that 
the  people,  of  all  political  parties,  would  rally  around 
the  government,  in  the  defence  of  the  laws  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  State.  These  convictions  remain  un- 
changed. Kay  more,  they  have  been  fortified  by  the 
firmness,  spirit  and  dignity,  thus  far  manifested  by  the 
General  Assembly,  in  relation  to  the  matters  of  com- 
manding interest,  which  await  their  decision.  The 
vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Mr.  Atwell's 
motion  to  refer  the  Free  Suffrage  Constitution  to  a 
Committee,  who  should  be  instructed  to  ascertain  how 
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many  freemen  voted  for  it,  is  a  pretty  decided  indica- 
tion that  this  "  paramount  law  of  the  land  !  " — is  not 
in  the  best  odor  with  those  who  represent  the  bone 
and  the  muscle  of  the  State.  Only  eleven  members 
out  of  seventy  two  could  be  found  to  vote  in  favor  of 
touching  the  unclean  thing.  The  majority  against  the 
motion  was  truly  overwhelming ;  and,  what  is  better 
still,  this  majority  was  the  result  of  no  political  drill; 
it  was  the  spontaneous,  emphatic,  and  solemn  testi- 
mony of  men  of  all  parties  against  the  attempt  which 
is  now  maturing  to  establish,  by  force,  a  government 
in  opposition  to  the  existing  government  of  this  State  ! 
The  majority  of  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Atwell's  mo- 
tion, were  whigs — three  of  them,  Messrs.  John  H. 
Clarke,  "William  Sprague,  and  Aniasa  Sprague,  but 
yesterday,  active  and  efficient  leaders  of  the  whig 
party.  Among  those  who  helped  to  swell  the  ma^ 
jority  against  the  motion,  it  was  especially  gratifying 
to  note  those  veteran  democrats,  the  venerable  Elisha 
Mathewson,  of  Scituate,  and  Colonel  Barber,  of  Hop- 
kinton.  In  mentioning  these  facts,  I  seek  not  to  manu- 
facture capital  for  any  political  man  or  political  party. 
I  disdain  the  business.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  poli- 
ticians, and  I  should  be  among  the  last  to  interfere 
with  their  monopoly.  I  state  these  facts,  simply  to 
show,  that  because  the'pararaount  interests  of  the  State 
are  in  peril,  men  of  both  parties,  without  any  aban- 
donment of  their  political  principles,  have  come  to  the 
rescue.  In  this  connexion,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add, 
that,  unless  present  appearances  are  deceptive,  the 
next  political  campaign  in  Rhode  Island  will  be  con- 
ducted solely  with  reference  to  Rhode  Island  interests, 
and  Rhode  Island  institutions.    The  contest  will  not 
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"be  "between  wliigs  and  democrats — or  between  Clay 
men  and  Tyler  men — but  between  those  who  are  for 
establishing  a  Constitution  "  without  law  and  against 
law  ;  "  and  those  who,  by  "  all  necessary  means,"  are 
resolved  to  resist  this  desperate  scheme  of  anarchy. 

Fellow  Citizens  : — I  have  often  asserted,  with  confi- 
dence, the  belief,  that  the  Suffrage  Constitution,  never 
obtained,  in  any  sense,  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the 
people;  that  a  majority  of  the  freemen  never  voted 
for  it ;  that  a  majority  of  all  male  citizens,  twenty  one 
years  old  and  over,  never  voted  for  it.  This  my  be- 
lief, remains  unshaken.  It  is  not  denied,  that  non- 
residents, and  minors,  and  foreigners  not  naturalized, 
aided  this  movement  to  fasten  a  Constitution  upon  iis ; 
and  it  is  more  than  intimated  that  support  was  sought 
for  this  paramount  law  of  the  land,  even  among  the 
felons  in  our  jails!  Thousands  voted  for  it,  under  an 
entire  misapprehension  of  the  true  issue.  They  meant 
to  indicate  their  opinions  in  favor  of  an  extension  of 
the  right  of  suffrage ;  and  they  meant  nothing  more. 
The  statements  made  in  the  House,  by  Mr.  Whipple, 
of  Coventry,  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Cumberland,  and  by 
other  members,  were  not  necessary  to  convince  any 
candid  man,  that  the  alleged  majority  for  the  Suffrage 
Constitution,  was  the  result  of  frauds  perpetrated  in 
almost  every  town,  and  under  every  form  which  fraud 
could  be  made  to  assume. 

Fellow  Citizens  :■ — In  the  course  of  this  controversy, 
doctrines  of  the  most  licentious  character  and  danger- 
ous tendency,  have  been  broached  ;  not  only  by  the 
spouters  in  our  town  house ;  but  by  a  grave  legislator, 
who  has  some  reputation  to  lose.  These  doctrines,  if 
carried  out,  would  be  fatal,  not  only  to  the  rights  of 
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individuals  and  of  minorities ;  "but  to  all  the  securities 
of  social  order.  If  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
transcendent  powers,  can  be  permitted  to  trample  upon 
all  the  fomis  of  law;  if  majorities  are  to  act  without 
checks ;  if  minorities  have  no  rights,  and  no  duty  but 
that  of  submission,  popular  freedom,  losing  its  grand 
conseiTative  principles,  would  become  extinct,  or  exist 
but  in  name.  The  sternest  oriental  despotism  would 
be  more  welcome  than  the  despotism  of  King  num- 
bers. It  would  be  far  easier  to  propitiate  the  one 
than  the  other — and  far  easier  to  get  rid  of  the  one 
than  of  the  other.  Besides,  the  one  might  sometimes 
redeem  itself,  by  acts  of  magnificence,  and  by  freaks 
of  generosity.  The  other,  amid  all  its  caprices,  never 
forgets  its  nature ;  it  is  always  inquisitorial,  always 
malignant,  and  always  mean.  The  legislator  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  seems  not  to  consider  that  while  he  is 
putting  forth  these  crude  and  lax  notions,  he  is  fur- 
nishing texts  which,  in  times  to  come,  may  be  quoted 
by  the  apostles  of  anarchy ;  that  he  is  teaching  to 
future  agitators,  the  great  potency  of  revolutionary 
movements;  that  he  is  proclaiming  doctrines  which 
may  make  our  State  the  theatre  of  revolution  for 
every  discontented  faction. 

Fellow  citizens :— "We  have  heard  much  of  "  the 
aristocracy  of  sand  and  gravel."  "Who,  let  me  ask, 
compose  this  aristocracy,  so  odious  to  the  champions 
of  the  largest  liberty  ?  Are  they  large  proprietors, 
living  upon  their  patrimonial  acres,  in  a  style  of 
bai'onial  splendor  and  baronial  independence  ?  You 
smile  at  the  question,  knowing  as  you  do  know,  that 
this  formidable  and  oppressive  anstoeracy  is  made  up, 
almost  to  a  man,  of  plain  farmers,  mechanics,  traders, 
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and  merchants,  who  work  hard  for  their  living ;  and 

who  are  among  the  people,  and  of  the  people  !  Of 
such  materials  is  the  aristocracy  of  sand  and  gravel 
composed  !  Now  let  me  ask,  by  what  sort  of  an  aris- 
tocracy is  it  about  to  be  succeeded  ?  Should  it  be  the 
will  of  the  people  to  introduce  universal  suffrage,  will 
those  who  owu  the  State  govern  the  State  ?  Will 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  public  welfare,  be  in- 
trusted with  the  care  of  the  public  welfare  ?  Who 
will  govern  the  city  of  Providence  ?  Providence 
county  will  govern  the  State,  Who  will  govern 
Providence  county  ?  Under  what  sort  of  rule  will 
Smithfield,  Cumberland,  North  Providence,  War- 
wick, (fee,  be  placed?  Will  quiet  Portsmouth  be 
swayed  by  the  men  who  were  bom  upon  her  soil,  and 
who  love  the  homestead,  or  by  the  laborers  who  come 
thither,  to-day,  to  delve  in  her  coal  mines,  and  are 
gone  elsewhere,  to-morrow  ?  And  what  is  to  become 
of  Newport,  amid  this  wreck  of  our  old  institutions  ? 
Newport,  always  conservative,  and  standing,  even  in 
the  darkest  hour,  by  her  ancient  principles,  is  destined 
to  be  ruled,  in  pai't  by  foreigners,  and,  in  part  by  de- 
pendants on  the  national  establishments  within  her 
limits.  And  as  to  Tiverton,  the  calico  and  spinning- 
jenny  aristocracy  of  Fall  Elver,  Massachusetts,  will 
take  good  care  of  her !  Questions  of  a  similar  im- 
port might  be  put  in  reference  to  almost  every  town 
in  the  State.  I  have  asked  these  questions.  It  can- 
not be  necessary  to  answer  them. 

Fellow  citizens : — The  history  of  the  present  revolu- 
tionary movement  ought  to  be  written  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  posterity.  In  distant  times,  those  who  may 
examine  the  political  annals  of  our  State,  for  the  years 
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1841-2,  will  be  interested  to  know  something  of  tlie 
trae  causes  which,  in  the  absence  of  all  practical 
gi'ievances,  and  at  a  season  of  general  prospeiity, 
Itave  driven  a  hitherto  orderly  and  contented  people 
into  a  fierce  and  turbulent  combination  against  the 
established  authority,  and  the  public  peace.  They 
will  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  fact  that  no  practical 
grievance  existed  to  justify  even  a  complaint  of  op- 
pression. They  will  ask,  did  not  a  scarcity  of  bread, 
the  result  of  vicious  legislation,  fill  these  people  with 
madness?  Did  they  not  rebel  against  the  laws,  to 
save  themselves  from  perishing  with  hunger  ?  Again, 
they  wiU  ask,  was  there  no  attempt  of  associated 
wealth  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  poor,  or  no 
attempt  of  associated  poverty  to  plunder  the  posses- 
sions of  the  rich  ?  Were  not  some  of  the  gi'eat 
muniments  of  popular  freedom  and  equal  rights  as- 
sailed and  broken  down  I  Was  not  the  liberty  of 
the  press  or  the  liberty  of  speech  invaded  by  legis- 
lative enactments?  Were  not  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  and  the  trial  by  jury  denied  to  the  people  by 
a  tyrannical  government  ?  And,  lastly,  they  will  ask, 
did  not  the  government,  or  some  ambitious  sect,  eon- 
trolling  the  action  of  the  government,  seek  to  trample 
on  those  great  principles  of  religious  freedom  which 
the  illustrious  founder  of  the  State  established,  and 
which  successive  generations,  with  almost  idolatrous 
veneration,  preserved  inviolate?  When  the  diligent 
inquirer  into  our  historical  records  discovers  that  none 
of  these  things  were  so,  will  he  not  be  at  fault  ?  When 
he  is  told  that  there  was  no  famine  in  the  land  ;  that 
"  Jeshurun  kicked,"  not  so  much  because  he  hungered, 
as  because  he  "  waxed  fat ; "  and  that  all  men  of  eveiy 
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age,  condition,  and  color  lived,  in  ease,  and  comfort, 
and  freedom,  under  the  protection  of  mild  and  equal 
laws,  lie  will  be  apt  to  conclude  that  the  Ehode  Island 
rebellion  is  a  sort  of  phenomenon  in  political  history, 
which  must  forever  piizzle  the  brains  of  political  phil- 
osophers to  explain.  Such,  as  I  verily  believe,  will  be 
the  inteiTogations  which  will  hereafter  be  put,  when 
these  scenes  of  revolutionaiy  violence  shall  come  to  be 
calmly  reviewed. 

We,  my  fellow  citizens,  are  emban'assed  by  no 
doubts  as  to  the  true  causes  of  this  revolution.  We 
are  familiar  with  these  doings ;  with  the  plot  of  the 
drama,  with  the  subalterns  who  have  crowded  the 
stage,  and  with  the  chiefs  who  have  tept  themselves 
behind  the  scenes.  What  phenomena  do  we  see 
which  are  not  capable  of  easy  explanation,  upon  well 
known  principles  in  the  constitution  of  man?  In  the 
ranks  of  the  suffrage  party  honest  and  well  inten- 
tioned  men,  are  to  be  found.  They  have  been  misled 
as  to  their  rights  and  their  duties,  by  prostitute  politi- 
cians— by  politicians  who  care  not  what  becomes  of 
the  government  or  of  people,  if  they  can  either  creep 
or  vault  into  place  and  power.  Pursuing  their  sel- 
fish ends,  these  politicians  have  labored,  by  artful 
perversions  of  the  great  elementary  principles  of  con- 
stitutional liberty  and  natural  law,  to  seduce  masses 
of  men  in  this  State  iuto  the  belief  that  their  sacred 
and  inalienable  rights  were  withheld  from  them ;  that 
forbearance  in  them  had  ceased  to  be  a  virtue  ;  that 
resistance  was  justifiable  ;  that  triumph  was  inevita" 
ble.  For  months  have  they  sought  not  only  to  mis- 
lead but  to  exasperate  the  minds  of  the  people.  In 
the  impassioned  language  of  Fisher  Ames,  "  they  have 
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addressed  something  persuasive  to  every  prejudice; 
they  have  put  something  combustible  to  every  pas- 
sion ;  to  the  mean  they  have  whispered  suspicion ;  to 
the  rapacious  they  have  offered  plunder  ;  to  the  vio- 
lent revenge  ;  to  the  envious  the  abasement  of  all  that 
is  venerable ;  to  innovators  the  transmutation  of  all 
that  is  established."  Need  you  be  told  how  prescrip- 
tive and  furious  have  been  some  of  the  leaders  of  this 
faction  towards  every  man  who  has  dared  to  oppose 
it  ?  Do  you  require  to  be  told  that,  transcending  all 
the  licensed  violences  of  political  controversy,  they 
have  assailed  the  personal  character,  and  dragged  into 
public  notice  the  private  relations  of  private  citizens  ? 
Nay  more,  not  content  with  vilifying  the  living,  they 
have  trampled  even  upon  the  immunities  of  the  grave. 
In  the  excesses  of  their  revolutionary  fervor,  they 
have  spared  not  even  the  memory  of  the  venerated 
dead.  The  dupes  and  the  victims  of  this  faction  de- 
serve our  pity ;  but  the  men  who  have  infused  into  it 
all  its  vigor,  and  all  its  venom,  have  placed  themselves 
beyond  the  pale  of  compassionate  forbearance.  What, 
says  Pope,  must  the  pnest  be,  when  a  monkey  is  the 
God  ;  what  must  the  drudges  of  a  party  be  of  which 
such  men  as  I  might  name — are  the  leade'rs  ?  These 
men  have  mingled,  again  and  again,  in  the  jacobin 
clubs  at  our  Town  House.  By  their  harangues,  they 
have  goaded  masses  of  people  almost  into  acts  of  vio- 
lence. The  power  of  tbese  men,  God  be  thanked  I  is 
not  equal  to  their  malevolence.  They  differ  from  each 
other  in  character  and  in  pursuit.  Some  of  them  are 
vivacious  and  noisy.     Others  are  moved  by  a  sedate 
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malice ;  "  and  wlien  they  smile,  I  feel  an  involuntary 
emotion  to  guard  myself  from  mischief."  * 

Fellow  Citizens  : — If  the  politicians,  the  tribe  of  the 
has-beens  and  the  tribe  of  the  would-bes,  had  done 
their  duty  in  this  matter,  there  would  have  been  no 
trouble.  They  connived  at  the  free  suffrage  move-  ■ 
ment ;  they  supplied  the  vital  fluid,  which  has  nour- 
ished the  monster;  and  they  now  hope  to  mate  politi- 
cal capital  for  themselves,  by  magnifying  his  strength, 
and  spreading  abroad  reports  of  his  fearful  prowess. 
They  might  have  put  a  spear  into  the  hide,  or  a  hook 
into  his  nose  of  the  leviathan  ;  but  they  preferred  to 
follow  in  his  wake,  or  to  nestle  themselves  by  his 
side.  In  the  language  of  Job,  "  They  made  a  covenant 
with  him  !  "  He  was  to  lash  the  elements  into  fury  ; 
he  was  to  "  make  the  deep  boil  like  a  pot ; "  and  they 
were  to  ride  the  storm,  and  to  bring  in  halcyon  days 
after  the  tempest ! 

Farmers  of  Rhode  Island: — This  is  probably  the 
last  time,  that  any  political  writer  will  address  you. 
The  sceptre  is  about  to  depart  from  you,  and  to  de- 
part from  you,  forever.  Those  of  you  who  have  lent 
yourselves  to  your  enemies,  will  repent,  when  it  is  too 
late,  your  fatal  error.  Those  of  you  who  have  stood 
by  your  principles,  will  console  yourselves  by  the  re- 
flection that  you  did  what  you  could  to  breast  the 
storm ;  and  that,  although  you  could  not  avert  defeat, 
you  have  escaped  without  dishonor. 

Country  Boeb". 
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PEOYIDBN-CE  JOURNAL,  JAKUAEX  13,  lSi2. 


THE    yOICE    OF    "PROVIDENCE.' 


Me.  Editor  ; — If  the  doctrines  maintained  hj  your 
correspondent  "  Providence "  are  to  be  received  as 
orthodox,  God  save  "both  the  city  and  the  State ! 
They  are,  in  my  judgment,  not  only  unsound,  but  dan- 
gerous. This  it  would  be  easy  to  show.  But  I  am 
spared  the  task.  The  dispassionate  and  most  able 
"  Address  to  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly," 
which  is  now  before  the  public,  and  which  should  be 
read  by  every  man  in  Rhode  Island,  goes  fully  into 
the  consideration  of  some  of  the  worst  heresies 
broached  by  "  Providence."  To  that  pamphlet,  I  beg 
leave  to  direct  the  general  attention- — and,  more  es- 
pecially, the  attention  of  those  of  your  readers  who 
may  be  beguiled  into  error,  by  the  bland  and  winning 
voice  of  your  correspondent. 

Mr.  Editor : — -I  take  exceptions,  not  only  to  the  doc- 
trines, but  to  the  facts,  reasonings,  and  suggestions  of 
your  correspondent.  I  differ  from  him,  entirely,  with 
reference  to  the  character,  and  conduct,  and  aims  of 
the  free  suffrage  party.  Erom  first  to  last,  that  party 
has  threatened  force ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  some 
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of  its  proceedings  have  not  been  marked  by  extra- 
ordinary reverence  for  the  freedom  of  speecli  and  the 
press,  and  the  rights  of  private  property. 

Your  correspondent,  somewhat  triumphantly,  ap- 
peals to  the  practical  operation  of  an  extended  suf- 
frage in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York ; 
and  asks,  "  what  have  we  to  dread  "  from  a  suffrage 
equally  extended  ?  Is  there  any  parallel  between 
Ehode  Island  and  New  York  and  Massachusetts  ?  Are 
not  the  landholders  in  both  of  those  large  States  the 
predominant  interest ;  and,  under  any  system  of  suf- 
fr^e,  political  power  may  be  safely  intrusted  to  the 
land  owners.  Are  not  the  malignant  influences  of 
universal  suffrage  in  the  city  of  New  York,  counter- 
acted by  the  votes  and  moral  influence  of  the  agricul- 
tural portions  of  that  immense  State?  Is  there  the 
same  danger  that  Boston  and  Lowell  will  rule  Massa- 
chusetts, by  means  of  their  floating  masses,  as  that 
Providence  and  Natick  will  rule  Rhode  Island  by 
means  of  their  floating  masses  ?  Is  there,  in  fine,  a 
State  in  the  whole  Union,  where  the  experiment  of 
universal  suft'rage  would  be  so  dangerous  to  public 
peace,  and  to  th^  rights  of  property,  as  in  tlie  State  of 
Ehode  Island?  "We  have  political  gamesters  and 
hucksters  enough,  in  all  conscience,  even  under  our 
present  system.  Once  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
every  man,  twenty  one  years  of  age  and  over,  and 
these  political  gamesters  and  hucksters  will  be  spread 
over  the  State  as  plenty  as  blackberries ;  they  will 
constitute  the  majoi-ity,  to  which,  if  the  pliant  doc- 
tiines  of  the  times  are  to  prevail,  "  the  minority  must 
submit" — no  matter  how  that  majority  is  obtained,  or 
of  what  materials  composed. 
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Mr.  Editor : — I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  agree 
with  your  correspoadent  in  any  thing.  He  suggests  to 
the  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island  the  propriety  of  assem- 
bling and  urging  upon  the  Legislature  the  adoption  of 
further  measures  in  relation  to  a  written  Constitution. 
We  have  had  disorder  and  agitation  enough  already ; 
and  any  meeting,  got  up  for  the  purpose  intended  by 
your  correspondent,  would  inflame  rather  than  allay 
excitement.  For  one,  I  have  no  idea  of  backing  up 
the  General  Assembly,  in  this  irregular  raannei-.  If 
they  have  not  the  spirit  and  the  firmness  to  protect 
their  own  honor  and  authority  from  violation,  it  is 
quite  time  that  they  abdicated  their  places,  in  con- 
formity to  the  summons  which  they  have  received 
from  those  wlio  assume  to  be  their  masters ! 

As  a  Whig,  I  wish  well  to  the  Whig  party,  but  I 
would  concede  nothing  to  the  threats  of  these  suffrage 
men,  in  order  to  save  that  party  from  utter  prostra- 
tion. As  a  citizen  and  as  a  man,  I  love  quiet,  and  am 
for  healing  counsels ;  but  I  protest  against  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  dignity  of  the  State  and  of  the  securities  of 
public  freedom,  in  order  to  propitiate  a  turbulent  fac- 
tion, or  to  evade  that  "  responsibility "  which  every 
legislator,  worthy  of  the  name,  ought  to  be  willing,  in 
a  crisis  like  this,  to  "  take."  In  fine,  I  would  take  mj 
stand  upon  the  great  principles  of  constitutional  free- 
dom. Eelying  on  those  principles,  I  would  scorn  to 
calculate  the  chances  of  failure  or  of  success — more 
proud  to  fail  with  such  principles,  than,  by  meanly 
surrendering  them,  to  win  a  deceitful  and  dishonora- 
He  triumph.  ^  ^^^^^  j^^^^  jj^^,^ 
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THE   TRUE   ISSUE  MADE  AT  LAST! 


The  delegates  to  the  Free  Suffrage  Convention  have 
proclaimed,  with  formal  pomp  and  ceremony,  the  Free 
Suffi-age  Constitution,  to  be  the  paramount  law  and 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  !  They  have,  also,  resolved  and  de- 
clared, that  they  "  will  establish  said  Constitution,  and 
sustain  and  defend  the  same  by  all  necessary  means !  " 
In  other  words,  if  force  be  necessary,  force  will  be 
used! 

The  delegates  to  this  same  Free  Suffrage  Convention 
have,  also,  directed  that  a  certified  copy  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  count  the  votes  upon 
the  Constitution ;  of  the  Resolutions  which  pledge  its 
friends  to  sustain  and  defend  it  by  all  necessary  means ; 
and,  likewise,  of  the  Constitution  itself,  be  communi- 
cated to  his  Excellency,  Governor  King,  with  a  request 
that  he  communicate  the  same  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly. With  that  request,  the  Governor,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  has  complied. 

The  whole  matter  Is  now  before  the  Legislature. 
What  will  the  Legi8lat^u■e  do ;  what  ought  the  Legis- 
lature to  do  ;  are  now  the  current  and  absorbing  ques- 
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tions.  These  questions,  are  more  easily  asked  than 
answered.  K  the  transient  interests  of  party  could 
be  postponed  for  the  lasting  interests  and  priceless 
honor  of  the  State;  if  certain  influential  gentlemen 
would  forget  themselves,  and  stand  forth,  with  the 
old  fashioned  indomitable  spirit  of  their  Ithode  Island 
forefathers,  this  most  extraordinary  attempt  to  over- 
awe and  to  dragoon  the  highest  legislative  authority 
in  this  State,  would  signally  fail  of  its  intended  effect. 
What  may  be  the  tactics  of  party,  and  what  the  course 
of  politicians,  in  reference  to  this  matter,  must  be  left 
to  time  to  disclose.  "  In  God,  we  Hope."  Parties  and 
politicians  will,  it  is  to  be  feai'ed,  take  exclusive  care 
of  themselves!  To  offices,  and  influence,  and  honors, 
at  home  and  at  Washington,  they  ai'e  welcome.  But, 
let  them  not,  in  order,  either  to  save  or  to  make  them- 
selves— let  them  not  touch  that  patrimony  of  civic 
renown — bequeathed  to  us  by  noble  ancestors ;  that 
patrimony  in  which  every  Rhode  Island  man  is  proud 
to  share — that  patrimony  which  parties  and  politicians 
never  accumulated;  and  which,  God  forbid,  that  par- 
ties and  politicians  should  now  recklessly  squander ! 
The  true  issiie  is  now  fairly  made  by  the  Suffrage 
Convention.  A  new  government  is  to  be  organized, 
in  opposition  to  the  existing  government ;  and  to  be 
*'  sustained  and  defended,  by  all  necessary  means  !  " 
How  will  the  members  of  the  Legislature  meet  this 
issue  1  Will  they  abdicate  their  places,  in  obedience 
to  the  notice  which  has  been  served  upon  them  ?  Can 
they  abdicate  their  places,  ^vithout  abdicating  their 
own  honor,  as  legislators — without  staining,  with  ever- 
lasting reproach,  the  fair  and  bright  escutcheon  of 
Rhode  Island  ?     Will  they  legalize  or  gloss  over  the 
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doings  of  the  Suffrage  Convention  ?  Will  they  de- 
cline "  the  responsibility  "  which,  as  men  and  as  states- 
men, they  are  bound  to  "take?"  Will  they  evade 
the  issue  which  has  been  thrust  in  their  faces  ;  or  will 
they  meet  it  as  it  deserves  to  be  met,  with  that  courage, 
and  calmness,  and  determination  which  belong  to 
Right,  and  Law  and  Order,  and  which,  if  exhibited  on 
this  occasion,  'will  secure  the  ultimate  triumph  of 
Right,  and  Law  and  Order  ?  I  have  little  or  no  con- 
fidence in  parties  or  in  politicians,  as  such ;  but  the 
times,  bad  as  they  are,  have  not  taught  me  a  universal 
distrast  of  men.  I  see,  in  our  General  Assembly,  fear- 
less and  honorable  men,  who,  on  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  will  do  what  they  can  to  save  the  State  from 
confusion  and  from  dishonor  !  Such  men  will  not  be 
awed  by  menace ;  they  will  not  be  terrified  by  an 
array  of  numbers ;  they  will  scorn  the  expedients  of 
pimping  politicians. 

The  people  look  to  the  General  Assembly  to  assert, 
by  some  solemn  act  or  resolutions,  the  authority  of 
the  laws  of  the  State.  A  convention  of  their  dele- 
gates is  soon  about  to  re-assemble,  for  the  purpose  of 
finishing  the  important  work  confided  to  them,  tinder 
the  most  solemn  legal  sanctions.  The  people  ask,  that 
this  Convention  may  be  protected  in  the  exercise  of 
its  legitimate  powers.  They  ask,  in  fine,  their  Gov- 
ernment to  stand  by  them,  and  to  stand  by  itself.  Li 
the  hour  of  need,  they  will  not  be  wanting ;  they  will 
sustain  and  defend  their  government,  and  themselves, 
"  by  all  necessary  means." 

We  have,  indeed,  fallen  on  evil  times,  if  the  out- 
rage meditated  by  the  Fi-ee  Suftage  Convention,  can 
be  CLuietly  consummated.     I  am  about  to  adopt,  as  my 
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signature,  a  name,  without  fear  and  without  reproach. 
Were  John  Brown  and  the  patriots  of  his  time  now 
alive,  with  what  mingled  shame  and  indignation, 
would  they  look  upon  the  scenes  now  passing  in  re- 
view "before  us !  But  that  noble  race  of  men  has 
perished  from  off   our  land !     "  Those  suns  are  set ! 

Oh  rise  some  other  such ! "  t         -n 

John  Beown. 


PEOVIDENCE  JOtTBNAL,   JANUARY  IT,  1842. 


TO  THE   PEOPLE   OF  RHODE   ISLAIfD. 

THE   PEEE  SUFFRAGE   CONSTITUTION, 


Fellow  Citizens  : — The  constitution  of  a  State  is 
the  fimdamental  law  of  a  State.  It  regulates  the  ac- 
tion of  the  government  organized  under  its  provisions, 
and  it  regulates  also  the  action  of  the  people,  by 
whom^  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  it  is  established. 
Acts  of  ordinary  legislation,  which  affect  large  in- 
terests and  numerous  individuals,  are  required  to  pass 
through  many  cautious  forms,  and  to  be  debated,  day 
after  day,  and,  sometimes,  week  after  week,  In  assem- 
blies composed  of  men  representing  opposite  senti- 
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menta  and  conflicting  interests.  This  is  all  right  and 
proper.  Truth  is  elicited  by  discussion;  jan-ing  opin- 
ions ai-e  harmonized,  and  the  greatest  good  of  the 
whole  is,  in  the  end,  presumed  to  be  accomplished. 
The  minority,  in  all  such  cases,  are  present ;  the  mi- 
nority are  heai-d  in  defence  of  their  rights  and  in- 
terests; and,  whatever  the  result,  the  minority  abide 
l^y  it — because  it  is  a  result  fairly  obtained,  in  the 
regular  constitutional  exercise  of  the  legislative  power. 

If  grave  acts  of  ordinary  legislation  require  so 
much  deliberation,  and  form,  and  discussion ;  if  they 
demand  the  presence  and  scrutiny  of  a  jealous  mi- 
nority ;  what  shall  be  said  of  the  manner  in  which  a 
constitution,  the  fundamental,  the  pai'amount  law, 
should  be  formed  and  established  ?  Ought  a  consti- 
tution, which  is  intended  to  last,  perhaps,  for  centuries; 
which  cannot  be  repealed  or  amended,  like  an  ordi- 
nary statute ;  which  operates  on  all  interests  and  on 
all  individuals — ought  a  constitution,  I  ask,  endowed, 
as  it  must  be,  with  vast  power,  either  for  good  or  for 
evil,  to  be  formed  and  established  in  any  other  than 
the  most  grave,  deliberate,  and  solemn  manner  ? 
Ought  not  all  its  principles  and  provisions  to  be 
scanned  by  the  best  men  in  the  State — men  animated 
by  the  best  spirit,  and  intending  the  best  ends  ? 
Ought  it  not  to  be  made  by  the  people,  and  for  the 
people,  and  according  to  forms  which  secure  to  the 
minority  the  nght  to  be  heard  ?  , 

When  a  constitution  is  once  formed,  according  to 
regular  and  safe  precedents,  ought  it  not  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  in  the  mode  best  fitted  to  ascer- 
tain the  opinions  and  the  will  of  the  people ;  and  at 
a  time,  too,  when  reason,  and  not  passion,  governs  the 
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puHic  mind  ?  Above  all,  if,  in  tlie  election  of  the 
humblest  officer  in  the  State,  the  most  cautious  pro- 
visions are  made  against  fraud,  ought  a  constitution  to 
be  voted  for  in  a  mode,  which,  if  not  contrived  to  fa- 
cilitate fraud,  is  most  happily  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  fraud  ? 

Fellow  Citizens: — Under  what  circumstances  was 
the  free  suffi-age  constitution  formed  and  adopted  by 
the  Convention  ?  By  whom  and  for  whom  was  it 
made  ?  In  what  manner  was  it  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, for  their  sanction  1  I  do  not  purpose  to  review 
all  of  the  extraordinary  proceedings  of  this  extraordi- 
nary movement.  Some  of  these  proceedings,  how- 
ever lightly  they  may  now  be  regarded,  are  of  a  char- 
acter to  live  in  history — perpetual  memorials  of  the 
shame  and  dishonor  of  profligate  politicians.  Do 
these  men  never  pause,  in  their  mad  career,  to  think 
how  their  conduct  will  appear  to  future  times  ?  Have 
they  forgotten  the  indignant  reproach  which  Wash- 
ington applied  to  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  conduct  relative  to  the  adoption  of 
the  present  national  Constitution  ?  The  exact  words 
of  Washington  I  will  quote.  In  a  letter  to  General 
Lincoln,  he  thus  vents  his  almost  impassioned  repro- 
bation of  the  course  into  which  political  leaders  had 
betrayed  the  people  of  this  State : 

"  No  doubt  is  entertained  of  ]S"orth  Carolina ;  nor 
would  there  be  any  of  Rhode  Island,  had  not  the  ma^ 
jority  of  those  people  bid  adieu,  long  since,  to  every 
principle  of  honor,  common  sense,  and  honesty," 

Let  the  political  leaders  of  the  present  day  have  a 
care  how  they  act  in  reference  to  the  free  suffrage  con- 
stitution !    'Let  them  neither  do,  nor  suffer  to  be  done, 


.^y  Google 


-tie  WRITINGS   OF   WILLIAM   G.    GODDAKD. 

aught  whicli  stall  stamp  a  whole  people  with  < 
on  the  records  of  histoiy  1 

At  the  present  time,  I  invite  public  attention  to 
only  one  of  the  unprecedented  circumstances,  under 
which  this  Free  Suffir^e  Constitution  was  formed  and 
adopted  "by  the  Convention.  A  party  and  not  the 
people,  was  represented  in  that  Convention.  A  party 
and  not  the  people  made  the  Constitution — made  it, 
too,  in  a  single  week,  and  what  is  worse,  for  a  single 
purpose  !  Was  the  like  ever  known  before  ?  Since 
the  declaration  of  American  Independence,  perhaps 
forty  Conventions  have  assembled,  at  different  times 
for  the  purpose  of  making  or  altering  State  Constitu- 
tions. Among  all  these  Conventions,  where  can  the 
Free  Suffrage  Convention  find  its  model?  Was  there 
ever  before  a  Convention,  claiming  to  be  a  People's 
Convention ;  and  assembled  for  the  express  purpose 
of  making  a  People's  Constitution,  which  was  so  con- 
stituted that  the  great  body  of  the  people  felt,  and 
not  without  reason,  that  they  had  neither  lot  nor  part 
in  the  matter  ?  Was  there  ever  before  a  Convention, 
which  was  composed  only  of  one  class  of  men,  repi'e- 
senting  one  political  interest— and  bent  only  upon 
carrying  out  one  favorite  theoiy  ?  And  yet  this  is  the 
Convention  which  dubs  itself  the  People's  Conven- 
tion !  This  is  the  Constitution,  which  is  heralded 
forth  as  the  People's  Constitution ! 

Fellow  Citizens : — In  a  question  of  right,  I  would 
cavil  for  the  ninth  pai-t  of  a  hair.  In  a  question  of 
right,  I  would  make  no  compromises.  In  a  question 
of  right,  I  would  take  no  counsel  of  fear.  This  Free 
Suffi-age  Constitution  had  a  bad  origin,  and  it  deserves 
a  bad  end.    It  is  the  offspiing  of  unhallowed  political 
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ambition ;  it  is  tainted  with  the  grosaeat  frauds ;  it 
cannot  be  established,  nnlesa  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  are  prepared  to  submit  to  usurpation,  and  are 
willing  to  be  covered  with  disgrace.  There  is  now 
but  one  issue  before  the  public.  It  is  conceded,  on 
all  hands,  that  the  distribution  of  representative 
power  must  be  made  more  equal ;  and  that  the  right 
of  suffrage  must,  under  proper  regulations  to  protect 
it  against  abuse,  be  largely  extended.  The  great  ques- 
tion, the  only  question,  now  is— shall  a  Constitution 
be  forced  upon  the  people  which  they  had  no  agency 
in  making ;  in  other  words,  shall  an  array  of  men, 
acting  under  the  influence  of  designing  leaders,  and 
fortifying  themselves  by  political  combinations,  be 
permitted  to  organize  a  government,  in  opposition  to 
the  existing  government  of  the  State  ?  This,  I  repeat, 
is  now  the  qxiestion.  The  issue  has  at  last  been  fairly 
made.  Let  it,  both  by  government  and  by  people,  be 
fearlessly  met  I  A  Cohsektatiyi!. 
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PEOVIDEKCE  JOUKKAL,  MAECH  8,  184a. 


RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED  AT   A   "LAW   AND  OEDEE   MEETISG,"   HELD  IN  THE 
OLD  TOWN  HOUSE. 


"Whereas,  a  Convention  of  the  Delegates  of  tlie 
people  of  tbie  State,  legally  assembled,  has  framed  a 
Constitution  of  government,  and  lias  submitted  the 
same  to  the  people  for  their  ratification  or  rejection; 
and  whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  the 
time  has  at  length  arrived  for  abandoning  the  frame 
of  government  under  which  Rhode  Island  has  so  long 
enjoyed  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty; 
and  whereas,  the  important  changes  which  the  whole 
social  condition  of  the  people  of  this  State  has  under- 
gone, demand  that  the  foundations  of  our  political 
society  should  be  laid  anew;  therefore, 

1.  Kesolved,  That  we  entertain  a  profound  sense  of 
the  solemn  issues  which  hang  upon  the  decision  of  the 
present  hour;  and  that  we  are  impressed  with  a  deep 
conviction,  that  it  is  both  the  duty  and  the  interest  of 
the  people  of  Ehode  Island  to  put  forth,  one  and  all, 
their  most  strenuous  efforts,  in  order  to  ordain  and 
establish  the  proposed  Constitution  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land. 
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2.  Resolved,  That,  as  Rhode  Island  men,  attached 
to  Rhode  Island  institutions,  and  prond  of  the  rich 
patrimony  of  civic  renown  bequeathed  to  us  by  our 
forefathers,  we  rejoice  to  perceive  embodied  in  the 
proposed  Constitution,  those  grand  seminal  princi- 
ples of  religious  and  civil  liberty,  which  were  set 
forth  at  the  settlement  of  the  State ;  which  have  been 
fearlessly  maintained,  through  the  most  trying  vicissi- 
tudes in  her  political  history ;  which  can  be  fettered 
by  no  territorial  limits,  however  narrow ;  and  which, 
unless,  at  the  present  crisis  we  prove  recreant  to  our- 
selves, are  destined  to  constitute  the  most  precious 
birthright  of  our  children. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  the  provisions  of  the 
proposed  Constitution,  in  relation  to  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, to  be  eminently  liberal  and  conservative ;  be- 
cause these  provisions  extend  that  essential  right  to 
all  persons  who  "  have  sufficient  evidence  of  a  com- 
mon interest  with,  and  attachment  to,  the  State ; "  and 
because,  while  they  peremptorily  exclude  no  man  from 
tlie  right  to  vote,  they  so  qualify  the  esereise  of  it,  in 
certain  cases,  that  the  whole  political  power  of  the 
State  is  not  placed  in  the  hands  of  persons,  who,  how- 
ever meritorious  as  individuals  they  may  be,  are 
neither  familiar  with  the  practical  working  of  demo- 
cratic institutions  ;  nor  identified  with  our  interests  ; 
nor,  perhaps,  even  severed  from  sympathies  and  asso- 
ciations formed  in  foreign  lands,  and  imder  monarchi- 
cal governments. 

4.  Resolved,  That  while  we  perceive,  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Senate,  no  principle  or  provision  which, 
in  practice,  wUl  be  found  inconsistent  with  the  legiti- 
mate operation  of  the  popular  will,  we  recognize,  in 
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the  organization  of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
provisions  which,  while  they  are  conservative  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  whole  people,  are  wisely 
intended  to  guard  from  aggression  the  rights  of  mi- 
norities; and  to  protect  from  oppression  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  no  longer  ahle,  by  the  power  of  num- 
bers, to  protect  itself 

5.  Resolved,  farther.  That  the  organization  of  the 
Senate,  as  provided  for  in  the  legal  Constitution,  is 
eminently  favorable  to  a  stable  and  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  State,  and  that,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  adapted  to  operate  as  a  salutary 
check  upon  precipitate,  partial,  and  excessive  legisla- 
tion. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  provision  in  the  proposed 
Constitution,  relative  to  the  mode  of  amending  the 
same,  allows  ample  facility  for  making  such  alterations 
as  time,  experience,  and  the  sober  judgment  of  the 
people  shall  indicate  to  be  necessary  ;  and  that  it,  at 
the  same  time,  interposes  a  barrier  against  the  efforts 
of  faction  to  alter  the  Constitution  during  those  tem- 
porary inflammations  of  the  popular  mind,  which  are 
so  perilous  to  the  rights  of  minorities,  and  so  hostile 
to  a  wise  decision  of  fimdamental  questions  in  consti- 
tutional law. 

7.  Resolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  proposed  Con- 
stitution was  framed  in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  it 
ought  to  be  adopted  in  a  spirit  of  compromise ;  and 
that,  in  a  matter  involving  the  highest  interests  of  the 
State,  its  peace  at  home,  and  its  reputation  abroad,  it 
is  the  solemn  duty  of  all  good  citizens,  waiving  every 
objection,  and  surrendering  every  prepossession,  to  go 
for  the  proposed  Constitution,  heart  and  hand. 
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8.  Kesolved,  That,  in  fhe  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
should  this  Constitution  be  rejected,  the  State  could 
not  fall  quietly  Ijack  upon  the  old  Charter;  but  that 
she  would  inevitaHy  be  exposed  to  all  the  evils  of 
anarchy,  or  sink,  with  tarnished  honor,  and  with  de- 
jected hopes,  under  a  dominion  established  "  without 
law  and  against  law." 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  General  Assembly 
of  Ehode  Island  is  entitled  to  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  every  friend  to  the  supremacy  of  the  laws, 
for  the  calm  and  yet  fearless  manner  in  which,  at  its 
late  session,  it  maintained  "  the  rights  of  the  existing 
government,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  at  large," 

10.  Resolved,  farther,  That  should  any  crisis  occur 
to  demand  our  aid,  we  will  s^^ppol•t  the  General  As- 
sembly in  its  efforts  to  "maintain  its  own  proper 
authority,  and  to  protect  and  defend  the  legal  and 
Constitutional  rights  of  the  people." 

11.  Resolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  law  is  the 
highest  and  most  authoritative  expression  of  the  pop- 
ular will;  and  that,  when  the  law  is  trampled  upon, 
minorities  are  left  without  protection,  and  freedom 
without  security,  we  will  never  tamely  submit  to 
usurpation,  and  that  we  will  resist  all  attempts,  by 
whomsoever  made,  to  establish  over  us,  a  Constitution 
which  the  Legislature  and  Judicial  depai'tments  of  our 
Government  have,  in  the  most  foi-mal  and  solemn  man- 
ner, pi-oclaimed  to  be  of  "  no  binding  force  what- 
ever." 

12.  Resolved,  That,  we  shall  hail  the  adoption  of 
the  proposed  Constitution,  as  a  signal  for  the  terniinar 
tion  of  the  unhappy  strife,  which  has  too  long  agi- 
tated the  State,  and  for  the  return  of  all  good  men 


.^y  Google 


Loi  WEITIfrGS    OF   WILLIAM   G.    GODDAED. 

and  true  to  those  feelings  of  confidence  and  good  will, 
from  whieli  fellow  citizens,  liaving  a  common  interest 
in  the  common  weal,  ought  never  to  be  estranged. 

13.  Eesolved,  That,  while  we  entertain  the  strongest 
confidence  that  the  proposed  Constitution  will  be 
adopted,  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  we  are  ad- 
monished, by  the  unparalleled  efforts  which  are  mak- 
ing to  defeat  it,  not  to  repose  in  inaction  ;  but  to  labor, 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  until  this  great  work  is 
accomplished,  and  our  little  State  true  to  herself,  and 
still  hoping  in  her  God,  shall  stand,  with  uhforfeited 
honor,  before  her  sister  States,  victorious  in  her  noble 
struggle  to  preserve  inviolate  the  securities  of  indi- 
vidual right,  and  of  social  order. 

14.  Resolved,  That  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  by  this  State,  more 
than  fifty  years  ago,  no  crisis  in  her  history  has  oc- 
curred, so  big  with  peril  to  her  peace,  and  to  her 
character ;  and  that  it  is  the  paramount  duty  of  all 
good  citizens,  postponing  every  minor  consideration, 
to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  State  in  this  season  of  her 
ti-ial;  and  to  put  forth  their  best  energies  to  carry 
her  triumphantly  through  this  strife  of  opinions  and 
of  passions ;  and  to  anchor  her  safely  in  the  grand  and 
imperishable  principles  of  Popular  Eight  and  Con- 
stitutional Feeedom. 
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ITS    PERILS    AND    ITS    DUTIES 


Tile  people  of  Eliode  Island  do  not  require  to  be 
told  tliat  the  peace  of  the  State  is  in  immineat  danger ! 
At  such  a  crisis,  it  boeomes  every  man,  of  every  party, 
to  pause  and  to  consider,  what  ought  to  be  done  to 
avert  an  issue,  vphich  every  man  of  every  party  must 
deprecate;  an  issue  which  would  jeopard  property, 
stain  the  public  honor,  for  all  time,  and  perhaps  carry 
desolation  and  anguish  to  many  a  happy  fireside. 
These  are  fearful  hazards,  which,  amid  the  madness  of 
passion  and  the  shock  of  contending  parties,  men  are 
prone  to  overlook.  I  counsel  my  fellow  citizens  to  no 
pusillanimous  compromise  of  principle;  to  no  timid 
desertion  of  that  which  is  dearer  even  than  property 
or  life;  to  no  abstinence  fi-om  the  use  of  all  such 
means  as  a  calm  prudence  shall  enjoin  to  be  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  the  main- 
tenance of  the  authority  of  law,  the  defence  of  the 
existing  government  of  the  State.     I  approve  of  all 
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that  tlie  General  Assembly*  lias  done  to  save  the  State 
from  anarchy,  to  TiphoH  its  o\vn  legitimate  powers,  to 
protect  the  legal  and  constitutional  rights  of  the 
people. 

I  say  these  things,  not  because  my  individual 
opinion  is  of  any  moment,  but  because  I  am  not  wil- 
ling that  my  counsels,  at  the  present  crisis,  should  be 
deemed  to  be  the  counsels  of  an  enemy  in  disguise. 
I  go  for  the  laws  and  for  the  constitution  of  the  State; 
and  I  go  for  them  come  what  may.  But  I  wish  to  res- 
cue them,  if  not  at  the  least  possible  cost,  yet  without 
provoking,  by  any  intemperance  of  speech  or  rash- 
ness of  conduct,  a  conflict,  a  tumultuous,  nay,  pei'- 
haps  a  sanguinary  conflict  between  those  who,  how- 
ever widely  they  may  now  be  sundered,  have  a  com- 
mon interest  in  the  State,  and,  come  what  may,  be  it 
evil  or  be  it  good,  must  have  a  common  destiny.  I 
appeal  to  every  good  citizen,  whether  he  be  friend  or 
foe  to  the  existing  government,  to  exert  his  influence, 
in  every  way,  to  allay  the  intense  excitement  which 
now  agitates  the  public  mind.  Abstain,  I  pray  you, 
from  all  hard  speeches — from  all  which  wears  the  ap- 
pearance of  taunt,  or  menace,  or  triumph.  Be  as  firm 
and  as  courteous  as  may  be,  in  defence  of  your 
rights,  but  never  forget  that  moderation,  and  forbear- 
ance, and  magnanimity  are  the  truest  ornaments  both 
of  patriotism  and  of  valor. 

The  whole  question  now  at  issue  between  the  two 
parties,  I  yet  hope,  may  be  settled  by  a  resort  to  the 

•The  General  AsBembly  had  recently  passed  "an  Act  irt  relation  to  offences 
against  tiie  Sovereign  Power  of  tie  State,"  and.  had  also  decided  upon  strin- 
gent nieasures  for  the  protection  of  the  Government.  This  Act  was  called  by 
the  Dorrites  "the  Algerine  Act" — Hd, 
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"ballot  box.  "Who  would  recklessly  refer  this  grave 
and  agitating  controversy  to  the  cartridge  box  ?  I 
trust  there  is  not  a  man  in  Ehode  Island  who  would 
not,  if  possible,  avoid  so  fearful  an  alternative. 

The  duty  of  moderation  and  of  forbearance  is  more 
especially  imperative  upon  the  friends  of  the  existing 
government.  The  law  is  on  their  side— and  the  law's 
name,  in  a  free  government,  is  a  tower  of  strength. 
Besides,  if  the  exigency  should  require  it,  the  friends 
of  the  existing  government  may  look  to  the  Executive 
Power  of  the  Union,  for  protection  against  "domestic 
violence."  According  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  this  protection  must  be  extended, 
whenever  it  is  demanded.  It  belongs  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Ehode  Island,  or  to  the  Governor,  if  the  Leg- 
islature cannot  be  convened,  and  not  to  the  Pi'esident, 
to  decide  when  the  necessity  exists  for  requiring  the 
interposition  of  the  national  arm.  These  things  are 
referred  to,  not  for  the  pui'pose  of  intimidating  the 
suffrage  party,  but  to  remind  the  friends  of  the  State 
government  that,  with  such  ample  resources  at  their 
command,  they  ought  now  to  combine  exemplary 
moderation  with  whatever  energy  they  may  be  com- 
pelled to  put  forth  in  defence  of  the  laws. 

The  People's  Constitution  is  not,  and  never  will  be, 
the  paramount  law  of  the  land.  'So  Legislature  w-ill 
ever  be  found  to  legalize  it.  Submit  it  to  the  people, 
to-morrow,  and  they  would  reject  it,  even  by  a  larger 
majority,  than  that  which  was  lately  arrayed  against 
the  legal  constitution.  It  was  made  by  a  convention 
representing,  confessedly,  a  minoi-ity  of  the  people; 
and  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  evidence,  which  would 
stand  a  moment  in  a  court  of  law,  to  show  that  it  has 
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ever  been  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Atwell  has  publicly  oonfeSBed  his  doubts, 
in  relation  to  this  matter ;  donbts  which  the  result  of 
the  late  contest  has  only  served  to  strengthen  in  every 
mmd  not  blinded  by  ignorance  or  by  passion. 

The  moderate  and  shrewd  men  of  the  suffrage  party 
ought,  by  this  time,  to  begin  to  suspect  that  every 
thing  which  they  have  been  told  by  their  leaders  is 
not  true.  Among  other  flings,  they  have  been  told, 
that  the  legal  constitution  would  be  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  four  or  five  thousand  votes !  It  was  re- 
jected by  a  majority  of  six  hundred  and  seventy  six  I 
Abstract  from,  the  whole  number,  the  anti-slavery 
men,  the  charter  men,  &c.,  and  the  pure  sufirage  party 
would  be  left  in  a  clear  minority !  They  were  told 
that  if  the  legal  constitution  should  be  voted  down, 
the  People's  Constitution  would  become  the  paramount 
law  of  the  land.  Does  any  man  in  his  senses  believe 
that  this  will  be  the  case!  They  were  told  that  the 
General  Assembly  would  not  dare  to  adjourn  without 
legalizing  the  People's  Constitution.  The  General 
Assembly,  it  is  needless  to  say,  did  no  such  thing. 
They  were  told  that  all  they  had  gained  thus  far, 
they  had  gained  by  intimidation,  and  that  they 
must  rely  on  intimidation  for  all  they  hope  for.  Is 
there  not  some  evidence  before  the  world,  that  the 
game  of  intimidation  is  up ',  Is  it  not  time  for  the 
honest  and  thinking  men  of  the  suffrage  party  to  con- 
sider what  they  have  gained  by  following  the  counsels 
of  men  who  have  betrayed  them  to  the  verge  of  civil 
war!  I  entreat  these  men  to  pause,  in  their  career, 
ere  it  be  too  late.  AH  for  which  they  contend,  every 
principle  involved  in  the  controversy,  can  be  secured. 
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without   Fuelling,  with  exasperated    passions,  into  a 
conflict,  of  which  no  man  can  tell  the  issue. 

Finally,  fellow  citizens  of  both  parties,  let  me  tell 
you  that  the  courage  which  you  most  need  is  the  cour- 
age to  do  right ;  and  the  only  fear  with  which  I  seet 
to  move  you  is  the  fear  of  doing  wrong. 

Paolficatoe. 


PROVIDENCE  JOUENAL,  APBIL  H,  1842. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS    PEEILS    AKD    ITS    DUTIES. 


Time  and  reflection  are  fast  bringing  multitudes  of 
our  fellow  citizens  to  the  belief  that  the  present  crisis, 
although  it  will  not  leave  us  unharmed,  is  destined  to 
pass  by,  without  either  tumult  or  bloodshed.  When 
great  interests  are  at  state,  and  strong  passions  are 
aroused,  it  is  not  strange  that  the  bounds  of  temperate 
deliberation  are  sometimes  transcended  ;  and  that  men 
feel  almost  iiTesistibly  impelled  to  dart  into  the  arena 
of  civil  strife.  In  our  case,  I  trust,  this  will  prove  but 
a  momentary  impulse.  Passion  will  subside,  and  rea- 
son and  law  will  regain  their  rightful  ascendency. 

A  numerous  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  have,  as 
I  believe,  rflisconceived   both  their  rights  and  their 
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duties,  in  the  matter  wliieb  now  threatens  the  peace 
of  this  State.  I  am  unwilling,  however,  to  think  that 
any  considerable  numher  of  these  men  are  either  re- 
solved or  disposed  to  proceed  to  extremities.  I  think 
so,  because  I  believe  that  they  must  be  satisfied  that, 
even  should  temporary  and  partial  success  attend  their 
efforts,  the  existing  goveniment  and  those  who  sustain 
it,  will,  in  the  end,  be  found  in  the  ascendant.  It  is, 
after  all,  a  ticklish  matter  even  for  a  decided  majority 
of  the  people,  to  subvert,  in  an  irregular  mode,  the 
regular  goveniment  of  a  sovereign  State.  And  it  is 
especially  a  ticklish  matter,  for  a  body  of  citizens, 
who  can  furnish  to  the  world  no  satisfactory  evidence 
that  they  are  not,  upon  their  own  principles,  a  decided 
minority,  to  organize  an  opposition  government,  and 
to  maintain  it,  come  what  may.  When,  in  any  case 
affecting  the  public  safety,  and  individual  and  social 
rights,  there  exists  a  doubt,  the  law  is  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt. 

The  law  which  the  General  Assembly  felt  them- 
selves compelled  to  enact,  in  ordSt  to  preserve  the  ex- 
isting government  from  the  meditated  overthrow,  and 
to  save  the  people  from  the  feaiful  evils  of  civil  strife, 
has  been  stigmatized  by  epithets  most  opprobrious. 
What  other  course  was  left  to  the  General  Assembly, 
unless  they  abdicated  the  government  ?  and  even  Mr. 
Atwell  voted  not  to  do  that.  The  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  owed  allegiance  to  the  State  ;  and, 
clothed  as  they  are  with  all  the  power  of  the  State, 
they  would  have  been  recreant  to  their  ti'usts,  if  they 
had  done  nothing  to  arrest  the  threatened  aggression. 
Justice  to  the  people  did  not  require  them  to  do  more. 
Common  pradence  would  not  pennit  th*i  to  do  less. 
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No  opportunity,  I  "trust,  will  be  given  for  enforcing 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  law.  So  far  fi-om  being 
vindictive,  or  arbitrary,  or  sanguinary,  it  is  intended, 
by  explaining  the  provisions  of  the  common  law,  to 
operate  rather  as  a  paternal  warning  to  those  who 
might,  otherwise,  ignorantly  incur  the  penalties  of  the 
common  law.  All  States  have  similar  laws,  and  with 
penalties,  too,  in  some  instances,  much  more  severe. 

I  repeat  my  conviction,  that  if  the  friends  of  the 
government  continue  both  firm  and  conciliatory,  onr 
little  ship  of  State  will  ride  out  this  storm  in  safety. 
Her  cordage  may  be  strained,  and  her  sails  may  be 
torn,  but  her  masts  will  remain  strong,  and  her  hull 
tight  and  buoyant.  Her  crew,  after  some  hard  words, 
will  come  to  the  very  wise  conclusion,  that,  as  they  are 
embarked  in  the  same  bottom,  the  interest  of  one  is  the 
interest  of  all — and  the  safety  of  one  the  safety  of  alL 

On  one  topic,  there  ought  to  be  no  misconception 
and  no  disguise.  There  is,  now,  no  party  in  this  State 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  a  written  constitution, 
which  shall  estend,  liberally,  the  right  of  suffi-ao-e 
equalize,  as  far  as  practicable,  representation  in  the 
Legislature,  and  define  and  limit  the  powers  of  the 
Legislature.  Here,  at  least,  we  are  all  agreed ;  and  if 
we  are  agreed  as  to  the  main  questions,  why  should  we 
quarrel  about  what  violates  no  man's  rights,  insults  no 
man's  feelings,  wounds  no  man's  conscience.  The  ex- 
isting government  and  the  friends  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment, through  every  stage  of  this  agitating  contro- 
versy, have  shown  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  entitled  to  be  met  by  a 
eoiTcsponding  spirit.  Let  the  tempers  of  men  once 
come  right,  and  I  will  answer  for  it,  that  their  notions 
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of  constitutional  law  will  come  riglit.  All  parties  are 
tired  of  tiiis  strife.  All  parties  need  repose,  and  sigh 
for  repose.  The  sooner  quiet  is  restored  to  tlie  State ; 
the  sooner  that  the  laws  regain  their  undispnted  as- 
cendency, the  sooner  shall  we  have  a  written  constitu- 
tion— extending  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  redressing 
whatever  other  evils  have  heen  made  a  topic  of  com- 
plaint. For  one,  I  shall  go,  heart  and  hand,  for  a  con- 
stitution, deliberately  framed  and  deliberately  adopted, 
which  shall  secure  the  rights  of  alL  The  work  of  fram- 
ing such  a  constitution  onght  to  be  delayed,  only  till 
all  parties  have  so  far  cooled,  that  it  can  be  the  work 
of  reason,  and  not  of  passion.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
existing  government  and  its  friends  should,  calmly  and 
resolutely,  proceed  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  and  to 
maintain  the  authority  of  law.  The  intei'position  of 
the  General  Government  has  been  invoked ;  and  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  wiU  not  be  refused. 
There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, either  by  some  emphatic  declaration  of  its 
opinion  or  its  will,  or  by  some  significant  exertion  of 
its  power,  will  step  forward,  and  promptly  step  for- 
ward, to  terminate  this  unhappy  controversy.  The 
danger  of  the  precedent  which  is  attempted  to  be  es- 
tablished in  Ehode  Island  cannot  be  overrated  at 
Washington,  and  it  will  not  be  overlooked.  Should 
the  lawful  government  of  this  State  be  overthrown  by 
"the  Revolution  Power,"  without  a  single  practical 
grievance  to  warrant  the  exertion  of  that  power,  who 
will  say  that  any  where,  in  this  country,  either  indi- 
viduals or  minorities,  or  State  constitutions  can,  for  a 
single  moment  be  deemed  safe  ?    Nay,  more ;  should 
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the  principles  of  regulated  freedom  be  trampled  down 
in  Ehode  Island;  should  her  gallant  people  be  con- 
quered by  brute  force ;  should  a  gloomy  and  malig- 
nant usurpation  be  suffered  to  overshadow  them,  who 
will  answer  for  the  stability  of  this  glorious  Union  ? 

Whatever  deluded  men  may  think  about  this  mat- 
ter, they  cannot  change  the  true  relations  of  things ; 
they  may  deplore,  but  they  cannot  avert  the  conse- 
quences, the  calamitous  consequences,  of  their  own 
acts.  This  Union  cannot  be  preserved,  if  their  creed, 
in  respect  to  popular  sovereignty,  and  the  right  of 
Revolution,  is  to  become  the  orthodox  creed.  The 
true  theoiy  of  democracy  is  eminently  conservative — 
it  is  in  harmony  with  law— it  is  friendly  to  the  eleva- 
tion and  safety  of  the  individual — ^it  is  regardful  of 
the  equal  rights  of  all— but  if  the  bastard  notions  of 
democracy  which  are  current  among  us  should  ever 
find  favor  beyond  our  limits,  this  whole  land  will  grow 
pale  at  the  escesses  which  will  be  committed  in  the 
sacred  name  of  liberty.  Scenes  of  anarchy  and  blood- 
shed, not  unlike  those  of  revolutionary  France,  will 
be  beheld  by  atfrighted  and  oppressed  millions,  till 
they  fiee  for  refuge  to  a  stern  and  relentless  military 
despotism.  Within  the  awfiil  shade  of  such  a  despot- 
ism, popular  freedom  would  perish  from  among  us. 
The  land  which  was  its  cradle  would  become  its  grave. 
And  yet  more— our  afflicted  race,  in  all  lands,  who 
have  looked  to  popular  freedom  as  the  pioneer  of 
modem  revolution,  and  as,  next  to  Christianity,  the 
great  hope  of  man,  would  feel  in  bitterness  of  soul, 
that  the  shadows  of  a  long  night  were  about  to  settle 
upon  all  nations.  _ 

rACIFICATOE. 
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PKOVIDENCE  JOUEHAL,  AETL  8,  1842. 


TO  EDITORS  ABROAD. 

THE  KIQHT. 


From  the  tone  of  many  of  the  papers  in  other 
States,  it  is  presumed  the  true  question  at  issue  in 
Ehode  Island,  "between  the  government  of  the  State 
and  a  portion  of  the  people  on  one  hand,  and  another 
portion  of  the  people  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  dearly 
and  distinctly  understood.  The  papers  to  which  we 
aUude,  treat  the  matter  aa  though  the  present  existing 
controversy  waa  T)etween  those  who  demand  an  exten- 
sion of  suffrage,  and  a  written  constitution,  and  those 
who  oppose  both,  and  determine  to  maintain  the  old 
charter  form  of  government  through  all  time,  and  at 
all  hazards.  Such  is  not  the  case.  The  very  men  who 
oppose  the  party  which  wage  war  against  the  govern- 
ment— the  very  men  who  stood  by  the  government 
for  its  support — have  just  voted  for  a  constitution 
which,  had  it  been  adopted,  would  have  extended  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  every  native  bom  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  resident  in  this  State  for  two  years,  and 
being  twenty  one  years  of  age  and  upwards ;  and  that, 
even  without  so  much  as  a  tax  qualification.     Had  the 
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otlier  party  accepted  tliat  conatitution,  wtich  the 
aristocrats,  as  its  friends  are  so  significantly  called  by 
others,  labored  so  earnestly  and  zealously  to  have 
done,  it  would,  at  the  approaching  election,  have 
thrown  the  entire  political  and  civil  power  of  the 
State,  and  the  city  of  Providence,  at  once  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  have  rejected  it.  And  why  was 
it  rejected  ?  It  was  a  constitution  prepared  and  given 
out  by  a  convention  duly  called  under  the  sanction  of 
the  legal  authorities  of  the  State.  It  conceded  more 
than  the  advocates  of  an  extended  sufirage  had  ever 
demanded.  !Not  only  so,  but  the  convention  that 
framed  it  had  been  called,  though  not  formed,  before 
the  call  had  gone  out  for  the,  so  called,  People's  Con- 
vention. To  contravene  the  doings  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  to  render  nugatory  the  doings  of  the 
legal  convention,  the  call  for  the  People's  Convention 
was  issued  after  the  call  for  the  other,  and  the  dele- 
gates to  it  chosen  before  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  other.  And  the  People's  Constitution  was  given 
out,  and  pretendedly  adopted,  before  the  legal  consti- 
tution had  closed  its  labors,  and  before  it  was  known, 
or  would  be  known,  what  the  result  of  those  labors 
would  be. 

The  true  issue  between  the  parties  is,  not  whether 
the  non-freeholder  shall  or  shall  not,  have  the  elective 
franchise.  That  he  shall,  has  already  been  decided  by 
the  vote  on  the  constitution ;  because  those  who  voted 
against  the  constitution,  and  those  who  voted  for  it, 
are  alike  in  favor  of  an  extended  suffrage ;  and  the 
measure  will  be  carried  out.  The  true  reason  why 
the  late  proposed  constitution  was  rejected  is,  not  the 
demerits  of  the  instrument  itself,  but  the  fact  of  its 
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not  being  the  offspring  of  the  party  that  rejected  it ; 
for  they  have  frequently  avowed  that  they  would  vote 
against  it,  even  were  it  word  for  word  like  that  they 
had  already  sanctioned.  This  declaration,  and  the 
principle  it  contains  ia  well  known  to  have  pervaded 
the  hody  of  our  opponents  at  large,  sets  the  matter  in 
its  true  light.  They  will  abide  by  no  constitution, 
but  one  of  their  own  creation,  unless  compelled  by 
circumstances  beyond  their  control.  And,  while  the 
government  of  the  State,  and  the  voters  under  the 
laws  of  the  State,  have  held  out  the  offer  of  concession 
on  legal  grounds,  the  opposing  party  have  spumed 
those  conditions,  laughed  at  the  laws,  treated  the  pro- 
posed concession  with  scorn  and  contempt,  planted 
themselves  firmly  on  revolutionary  ground,  boldly  de- 
clared that  they  will  accept  no  compromise,  and  that, 
by  physical  force,  if  necessary  to  their  object,  they 
will  overthrow  the  existing  govei'nment,  and  erect 
their  own  on  its  ruins.  This  is  the  true  state  of  the 
case  as  it  actually  exists ;  and  it  does  appear  extrar 
ordinaiy,  if  people  in  other  States  are  acquainted  with 
the  facts,  that  they  should,  for  a  moment,  deem  it  ex- 
pedient or  right  to  encourage  a  spirit  that  not  only 
spurns  the  restraints  of  existing  laws,  but  seeks  to 
rend,  and  trample  on,  the  social  bonds  which  consti- 
tute the  only  ground  of  law  and  safety  to  any  com- 
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THE  CHIEF  OF  THE   INSURGENTS.' 


Thomas  W,  DoTiit,  late  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Insurgents,  has  proved  to  the  world 
that  he  is  no  hero.  He  ran  away  once — he  ran  away 
twice !  Let  his  accomplices  in  guilt  seek  to  wrap  it 
np  as  they  may,  this  is  the  naked  fact.  There  is  no 
mistake.  He  ran  away,  neither  to  seek  temporary  re- 
pose for  himself,  nor  to  allow  temporary  repose  to 
others,  but  for  the  express  purpose  of  shielding  his 
mortal  body  from  harm.  He  left  both  his  cloak 
and  his  sword  behind  him  !  That  well  known  cloak, 
of  revolutionary  memory,  which  the  veteran  constitu- 
tion builder  never  laid  aside,  tiU,  having  exhausted  the 
argument,  he  stood  before  the  world,  in  Hidden's 
barouche,  a  warrior  in  amis,  and  withawanior  by  his 
side  !  that  venerable  and  venerated  cloak,  ah  !  what  ,a 
tale  it  might  imfold  !  That  sword,  too,  which,  when 
danger  was  at  a  distance,  the  Insurgent  Chief  brand- 
ished so  fiercely, — who  is  to  inherit  that  precious  relic  ? 
Who  more  worthy  to  inherit  it,  than  his  gallant  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  shared  "with  him  the  pomp  and 
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circumstance  of  glorious  war — who  helped  him  fire 
off  a  Proclamation  daring  the  whole  Union  to  take 
the  field  against  him- — who,  more  glorious  service  still ! 
picked  up  the  nosegays  thrown  by  the  girls  into  the 
barouche  which  bore  the  Governor  and  his  valiant 
Secretary  along  the  streets  of  Providence  in  triumphal 
progress ;  and  who,  it  is  related,  ever  and  anon  coolly 
smelt  of  the  senosegays,  even  while  the  commander 
in  chief  was  flourishing  his  sword  aloft  in  air,  and 
threatening  to  baptize  it  in  blood  ! 

Prolific  as  this  whole  drama  is  in  topics  for  ridicule 
and  for  withering  sarcasm,  we  are  disposed  to  leave 
the  weapons  of  ridicule  and  of  sarcasm  to  be  wielded 
by  other  hands.  The  wrongs  which  have  been  done 
the  State,  the  awful  perils  from  which  we  have  been 
most  mercifully  delivered,  and  the  developments  of 
dark  passion  and  of  evil  purpose,  which  have  been  wit- 
nessed through  every  stage  of  this  revolutionary  strife, 
incline  us,  far  more  strongly,  to  the  sad  than  to  the 
mirthful  mood.  We  owe  it,  under  God,  to  the  stout 
hearts  and  to  the  strong  arms  of  those  citizens  of  Khode 
Island,  who  perilled  their  lives  upon  the  issue,  that 
this  fair  city  did  not,  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  become 
the  prey  of  terrific  ruffianism.  Woonsocket  and  Paw- 
tucket,  and  the  myrmidons  of  the  insurgent  chief  in 
this  city,  did  what  they  dared  to  do,  to  bring  about  a 
result  so  fearfiiL  Let  the  damning  fact  be  remembered, 
and  remembered  for  all  time.  The  men  of  Newport, 
and  Warren,  and  Bristol,  and  East  Greenwich  came 
to  the  rescue ;  and,  in  alliance  with  our  own  brave 
spirits,  they  won  a  bloodless  triumph  over  the  fero- 
cious bands  collected  by  Dorr  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing, by  military  force,  his  usurped  authority. 
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Let  this  fact,  too,  be  preserved  in  imperishable  and 
grateful  remembrance.  These  men,  these  "aristo- 
crats," as  they  have  been  reproachfully  termed,  stood, 
foot  to  foot,  and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  defence  of 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws ;  in  defence  of  the  rights 
of  the  majority,  sought  to  be  trampled  upon  by  a  fac- 
tious minority ;  in  defence  of  the  great  principle  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  which,  had  the  insur- 
gents triumphed,  would  have  received  its  death  blow ; 
in  defence  of  the  blessings  of  regulated  liberty,  against 
the  assaults  of  an  armed  mob.  The  scenes  to  which 
we  have  alluded  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  When 
they  come  to  be  faithfully  recorded,  none  but  the  in- 
surgent chief  and  those  whom  he  and  the  men  like 
him  have  instigated  to  acts  of  treason,  need  blush  to 
look  upon  the  record. 

How  full  of  instruction  for  all,  more'  especially  for 
young  and  aspiring  politicians,  is  the  fate  of  Thomas 
W.  Doit  !  He  is  now  a  wretched  wanderer ;  the  ob- 
ject of  vulgar  curiosity  abroad;  the  theme  of  deep 
execration  at  home  ;  a  fugitive  from  justice  ;  a  com- 
panionless  exile  from  his  native  State ;  an  alien  ft'om 
the  blessed  sympathies  of  the  fireside ;  a  victim  to  per- 
verted ambition ;  carrying  about,  whithersoever  he 
goes,  the  brand  of  treason  and  of  cowardice  stamped 
upon  his  forehead  !  Such  is  his  fate.  A  far  nobler 
destiny  he  might  have  achieved.  He  is  endowed  with 
intellectual  powers  which,  had  they  been  properly  di- 
rected, would  have  always  secured  him  a  commanding 
influence.  Those  powers,  too,  were  disciplined  by  an 
education  more  accomplished  perhaps  than  any  man  of 
his  age  in  Rhode  Island  has  been  privileged  to  obtain. 
As  a  man  of  science  or  of  letters,  he  might  have  at- 
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taiued  honorable  distinction,  had  he  chosen  to  dedi- 
cate his  time  either  to  science  or  to  letters.  As  a 
statesman,  but  for  his  impracticable  temper  and  his 
utter  destitntion  of  moral  principle,  he  might  have 
rendered  his  native  State  substantial  service.  Had  he 
proved  true  to  her,  she  would  not  have  been  slow  to 
confer  upon  him  her  highest  honors.  At  any  rate,  he 
might  have  been  a  time  hearted  private  gentleman,  and 
what  station  we  ask,  is  higher  than  that,  enjoying  the 
affections  of  home ;  honored  by  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  community  in  which  he  resided  ;  and  sus- 
tained, through  life,  by  the  noble  consciousness  that 
he  had  sought  to  live  in  all  good  conscience,  before 
man  and  before  God.  All  these  distinctions,  so  worthy 
of  a  generous  ambition,  he  chose  to  forego,  that  he 
might  wort  with  dart  and  dirty  men,  in  the  dart  and 
dirty  mine  of  Ehode  Island  politics !  Had  he  held 
fast  to  his  integrity,  he  would  have  acquired  the 
weight  which  belongs  to  a  well  formed  character,  and 
won  the  applause  which  follows  upon  a  life  of  con- 
sistent vu-tue.  His  star  might  have  shone  in  the  as- 
cendant, with  benignant  splendor.  Naught  but  folly 
and  wickedness  have  caused  it  to  set,  thus  prematurely, 
behind  clouds  which  can  never  pass  away  I 
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PEOVIDENGE  JODENAL,  NOVEMBER  28,  1812. 


THE    CRISIS. 


The  people  of  Khode  Island  have,  at  last,  succeeded 
in  establisHing  a  new  constitution  of-  government. 
Our  ancient  constitution,  familiarly  called  the  old 
Charter,  had,  in  some  respects,  become  unsuited  to  our 
condition.  Long  had  we  lived  under  it,  in  freedom 
and  in  peace.  The  time  for  a  change  had,  however, 
come,  and  a  change  has  been  effected,  which,  if  it  ren- 
der more  permanent  the  blessings  so  long  enjoyed  un- 
der the  Charter,  will  leave  us  nothing  to  regret  and  lit- 
tle to  desire.  This  important  result  has  been  accom- 
plished under  the  sanctions  of  law.  The  convention 
which  framed  the  constitution,  assembled  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  law.  In  all  their  doings,  they  pro- 
ceeded according  to  law.  The  people  voted  for  the 
constitution,  according  to  the  forms  of  law,  without 
frenzy,  or  force,  or  fraud.  Under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  vote  in  favor  of  the  constitution  may  be 
considered  as  a  commanding  expression  of  the  popular 
will.  Had  "  the  insurgents,"  as  President  Tyler  very 
aptly  denominated  them,  attempted  to  aiTay  their 
forces,  on  this  occasion,  they  would  have  met  with  a 
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most  signal  overthrow.  No  influence  of  tlie  family  of 
"  Squirts,"  or  of  any  of  their  numerous  relatives,  would 
have  averted  the  catastrophe.  All  this  they  very  well 
knew.  Hence,  they  declined  the  arbitration  of  the 
ballot  box.  Hence,  they  attempt  to  break  their  fall, 
by  talking  about  the  interposition  of  a  democratic 
Congress,  or  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  of  the  great 
democratic  family,  rendered,  by  recent  elections,  so 
powerful  in  numbers,  and  so  full  of  the  confidence 
which  numbers  inspire.  If  they  can  find  either 
amusement  or  solace,  by  this  sort  of  talk,  why  let 
them  have  it  to  their  heart's  content.  All  we  desire 
is,  that  the  friends  of  law  and  order,  the  Rhode  Island 
party — the  only  party  which  true  Rhode  Island  men 
ought  now  to  acknowledge — will  not  suffer  their  tran- 
quillity to  be  disturbed  by  the  impotent  menaces  of 
desperate  men.  Having  established  a  constitution,  let 
us,  disregarding  clamor  or  threat,  stand  by  our  work — ■ 
let  us  keep  ourselves  prepared  to  resist,  and  to  resist 
"by  all  necessary  means,"  every  attempt,  by  whomso- 
ever and  whensoever  made,  to  overthi'ow  that  consti- 
tution, which  has  now  become  the  supreme  law  of  the 
State.  "VYe  have  nothing  to  fear  from  any  quarter,  so 
long  as  we  are  true  to  ourselves.  The  friends  of  State 
Rights,  in  a  democratic  Congress,  will  never  consent 
to  the  establishment  of  a  principle,  which  would  leave 
every  State  constitution  in  the  Union  at  the  mercy  of 
the  party  which  happens  to  be  pai'amount  in  the 
national  Congress.  This  would  be  consolidation  with 
a  witness.  This  would  establish  at  Washington  a 
great  centralized  despotism,  which  would  be  fatal  alike 
to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people.      As  to  any  judgment  which  the  Supreme 
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Court  might  give,  should  resort  "be  had  to  that  tribu- 
nal, we  have  no  fears.  A  question,  in  its  nature  ex- 
clusively political,,  that  Court  would  Jiot  consider  as 
within  its  province  to  decide ;  and  any  decision  which, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  rightful  jurisdiction,  it  might 
give,  in  reference  to  the  Ehode  Island  question,  would 
only  serve  to  settle  that  question  still  more  unequivo- 
cally in  favor  of  the  great  principles  for  which  we 
have  contended.  As  to  the  great  democratic  party,  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  will  be  slow  to  interfere 
in  our  domestic  concerns.  "  Governor  Dorr "  once 
made  a  strong  appeal  to  them ;  but  they  refused  to 
come  to  the  rescue.  The  George  Bancrofts  and  the 
Bradford  Sumners,  of  Boston ;  and  the  Cambrelengs 
and  the  Vanderpoels,  of  New  York,  were,  it  is  true,  so 
far  forgetful  of  themselves  as  good  citizens  and  as  gen- 
tlemen, as  to  pass  resolutions  expressive  of  profound 
sympathy  in  the  most  unjustifiable  attempt  which  was 
ever  made  in  any  civilized  community  to  prostrate  the 
great  bulwarks  of  social  order.  This  was  all  they 
ever  did,  and  all  that  they  dared  to  do.  So  will  it  be 
again — and  in  all  time  to  come.  If  unprincipled  poli- 
ticians can  make  any  political  capital  for  themselves, 
by  taking  some  of  the  Dorr  stock,  they  will  resolve 
and  re-resolve  that  Mr.  Dorr  is  the  Governor,  and  that 
the  "  People's  Constitution "  is  the  constitution  of 
Rhode  Island.  This  they  may  do,  and  this  is  all  that 
they  will  do. 

We  have  heard  an  occasional  expression  of  alarm  at 
the  prospect  of  Marcus  Morton's  election  to  the  chief 
magistracy  of  Massachusetts.  This  seems  to  us  alto- 
gether a  needless  alarm.  What  if  Marcus  Morton  is 
elected  Governor  of  Massachusetts  ?    What  shall  we 


.^y  Google 


174  WKITINGS    OP   WILLIAM   a.    GODDARD. 

lose  by  the  change  ?  What  have  we  to  fear  from  the 
change  ?  How  has  Governor  Davis  helped  us  ? 
How  can  Governor  Morton  harm  us?  Should  he 
be  elected,  he  will  find  too  many  troubles  in  Massa- 
chusetts, to  leave  him  any  disposition  to  seek  trou- 
bles in  Rhode  Island.  Dming  the  canvass,  he 
made  good  use  of  the  Rhode  Island  question  ;  but  the 
canvass  is  now  over,  and  the  season  of  clam-bake 
gatherings  and  of  clam-bake  letters  is,  likewise,  over. 
"We  shall  have  no  more  of  either.  Should  Marcus 
Morton  become  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  he  will 
kick  away,  in  disdain,  the  ladder  upon  which  he 
mounted  into  place. 

We  repeat  it,  if  true  to  ourselves,  we  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  enemy  which  lurks  within,  or  from 
the  enemy  which  may  bluster  from  without.  We 
have  established  a  constitution,  and  we  must  main- 
tain it.  More  than  all,  we  have  vindicated,  and  tri- 
umphantly vindicated,  the  true  doctrines  of  popular 
sovereignty,  and  the  essential  principles  of  genuine 
democracy.  Here,  in  little  Rhode  Island,  without  the 
aid  of  the  general  government,  and  with  no  might  but 
that  which  slumbered  in  our  own  right  arms,  we  have 
won  a  bloodless  triumph  in  the  cause  of  regulated  free- 
dom throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  whole 
land.  Let  not  the  season  of  triumph  become  the  sear 
son  of  repose.  Let  us  keep  our  armor  on,  ready  to 
do  and  to  dare,  for  the  right,  even  unto  the  end,  what- 
ever Rhode  Island  may  ask  at  our  hands. 
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PEOVIDENCE  JOUENAL,   DECEMBER  13,  1842. 


THE   CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  ASD  ITS  DUTIBS.-NO.  I. 


To   THE   MeJIBEES   OP   THE   EnODE   IsLAND   PaktT  I — 

Fellow  Cztizeks: — "WUI  you  allow  one  of  your 
number  to  address  to  your  candid  judgment  a  few 
considerations,  in  relation  to  the  duties  and  the  dan- 
gers of  the  present  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  Rhode  Island. 
We  have  reached,  at  last,  a  stage  in  our  progress,  at 
which  it  may  he  well  to  pause,  and  to  ask  ourselves 
what  dangers  yet  menace  us  in  the  distance,  and  in 
what  fresh  conflicts  we  should  prepai'e  ourselves  to  en- 
gage. Disdaining  the  wretched  sophistries  which 
thorough  paced  politicians,  by  a  sort  of  instinct  pecu- 
liar to  themselves,  so  unwisely  prefer  to  the  simple 
truth,  and  believing  that,  even  in  politics,  an  upright 
and  a  manly  course  of  action,  is,  in  the  end,  the  course 
of  action  most  successful,  I  am  at  no  loss  what  mo- 
tives to  address — what  counsels  to  give — -what  meas- 
ures to  recommend.  In  one  line,  pregnant  with  mean- 
ing, your  whole  duty  is  comprehended.  Persevere  as 
you  have  begun,  and  persevere  unto  the  end  !     Dis- 
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missing  all  personal  considerations,  and  assigning  to 
all  party  connexions  a  subordinate  place  in  your  re- 
gards, yon  comloined  your  efforts  for  the  vindication  of 
a  great  principle.  You  came  to  tlie  rescue  of  tlie 
State,  when  lawless  violence  threatened  the  safety  of 
the  State — you  stood  up  for  the  "sovereign  law,  the 
State's  collected  will,"  when  a  "band  of  "  insurgents  " — 
some  of  them  bent  on  plunder,  and  all  of  them  frantic 
with  revolutionary  impulses — sought  to  prostrate  all 
law,  except  the  law  of  force.  Standing  foot  to  foot 
and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the  might  of  a  holy 
cause,  you  presented  an  array  of  physical  force  and  an 
exhibition  of  moral  power,  on  which  every  true  son 
of  Ehode  Island  looked  with  a  sentiment  of  exulta- 
tion too  profound  for  utterance.  This  array  of  physi- 
cal force,  which  caused  the  armed  bands  of  the  insur- 
gents to  quail  and  to  fly,  was  the  result  of  a  spontan- 
eous impulse  moving  to  their  very  depths  the  hearts 
of  a  brave  and  a  patriotic  people.  No  force  could 
have  summoned  it  into  being— no  force  could  have 
been  the  parent  of  that  inflexible  purpose  and  of  that 
sustained  enthusiasm  which  marked  every  look  and  ac- 
tion of  these  soldiers  for  the  laws.  Of  what  avail,  in 
such  a  controversy  with  such  men,  was  all  the  jacobin 
frenzy  into  which  Dorr  and  Parmenter,  and  Stiness 
and  Luther,  had  lashed  their  followers  and  their  dupes  ? 
Of  what  avail,  in  such  a  controversy  with  such  men, 
was  the  distempered  vigor  of  the  whole  band  of 
Rhode  Island  Revolutionists?  I  allude  to  these 
scenes,  not  for  the  purpose  of  recalling  to  memory  the 
feai-ful  anarchy  into  which  these  Revolutionists  sought 
to  plunge  us,  but  to  yield  a  tribute  of  honest  j 
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to  deeds  which,  whenever  the  history  of  Ehode  Island 
shall  come  to  be  written,  will  constitute  its  brightest 
page. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Ehode  Island  pai-ty :— Thus 
far,  all  is  well.  You  have  scattered  the  armed  forces 
of  the  insurgents.  But  the  men  who  went  to  Acote's 
hill,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  are  the  same  men  stilL 
They  have  forsworn  none  of  their  errors— they  have 
parted  with  none  of  their  bitterness — they  have  re- 
nounced no  scheme  of  mischief  which  you  may  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  execute  with  impunity.  Be 
it,  also,  remembered,  that  the  men  who  patronized, 
throughout,  the  doctrines  which  betrayed  the  Acote 
chivalry  into  such  deep  disgrace,  and  who  waxed  val- 
iant rather  in  speech  than  in  fight,  are  the  same  men 
still;  counselling  others  to  acts  of  treason,  and,  under 
whatever  specious  name  they  may  seek  to  mask  them- 
selves, still  seeking  to  break  down  the  existing  govern- 
ment of  the  State, — still  the  acknowledged  champions 
of  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  and  of  that  constitution  which  he 
and  his  adherents  sought,  by  force,  to  fasten  upon  the 
people  of  this  State.  These  are  undeniable  facts. 
They  admonish  the  Ehode  Island  party  that  they 
ought  not,  in  the  least,  to  relax  their  vigilance,  or  to 
suffer  any  considerations,  personal  or  political,  to 
weaken  the  bonds  of  that  union  which  is  essential  to 
the  final  triumph  of  the  cause  in  which  they  have 
embarked.  In  the  season  of  adversity,  we  stood  by 
each  other  with  a  constancy  which  no  perils  could 
shake.  Let  not  the  season  of  prosperity,  which  now 
dawns  upon  us,  be  a  signal  for  dissension — a  prelude 
to  disasters,  which,  if  the  fmit  of  our  own  doings, 
would  doom  us,  after  all  we  have  suff'ered  and  achieved. 
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not  only  to  defeat,  but  to  dishonor.  Let  us  not  forget 
that,  altbougli  much  has  "been  done,  much  yet  remains 
to  be  done.  We  have  scattered  the  rebel  force,  but 
we  have  not  subdued  the  rebel  spirit— we  have  taught 
jacobinism  a  lesson  of  caution,  but  we  have  left  it  fiiU 
of  undying  hate — ^its  powers,  but  not  its  appetite  for 
mischief,  impaired.  We  have  established  a  constitu- 
tion of  government.  It  behooves  us  now  to  maintain 
it — to  carry  out  its  provisions  with  wisdom,  and  mod- 
eration, and  firmness.  To  this  end,  the  most  vigorous 
measures  ought,  at  once,  to  he  adopted  to  effect  a  com- 
plete organization  of  the  Khode  Island  party;  for, 
upon  the  unbroken  union,  and  the  efficient  organiza- 
tion of  that  party,  its  success  at  the  April  election 
will  depend. 

Be  assured,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  your  antagonists 
will  not  forget  the  work  of  organization.  Not  a  man 
of  them  vpill  neglect  to  qualify  himself  to  vote  at  the 
election  in  April.  Not  a  man  of  them  will  then  fail 
to  meet  you  at  the  ballot  box.  They  will  contend 
with  desperate  energy  for  political  power  under  the 
constitution  which  has  just  been  adopted.  Need  you 
be  admonished  that  their  success  would  be  trumpeted 
by  themselves,  and  would  be  hailed  by  their  sympar 
thizers  throughout  the  land,  as  a  triumph  of  the  cause 
in  which  they  have  so  long  contended,  and  which,  if 
their  own  words  are  to  be  credited,  they  are  yet  re- 
solved to  maintain.  Can  you  doubt  what  use  such 
men  as  Dutee  J.  Peai'ce,  and  Burrington  Anthony, 
and  John  S.  Han'is,  would  make  of  political  power? 
Are  you  willing  that  these  men,  and  that  men  like  them, 
should  carry  out  the  constitution  which  you  have  es- 
tablished?    Will  you  give  these  men  a  chance  to 
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thrust  ttat  constitution  aside,  for  that  which  they  still 
say  "  has  "been  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  people, 
and  of  i-ight  oixght  to  "be  the  supreme  law  V  ,  Do  yon 
desire  that  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  whom  these  men 
have,  in  a  formal  manner,  recently  recognized  as  "  the 
rightful  Governor  of  this  State,"  shonld  come  to  rule 
over  you  ?  Do  you  wish  that  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Coui't  should  become  victims  to  the  vengeance 
of  men  who  have  so  often  stigmatized  and  denounced 
them  ?  Shall  a  Bench,  learned  and  incorruptible,  be 
sacrificed,  to  accommodate  any  three  of"  the  nine  learned 
lawyers,"  who,  by  their  opinions  on  constitutional  law, 
won  for  themselves  so  unenviable  a  celebi-ity  l 

If,  fellow  citizens,  you  covet  none  of  these  blessings, 
which  our  refonners  are  q^uite  ready  to  give  you,  yon 
have  but  to  put  forth  your  strength,  and  you  will  es- 
cape them.  Remember,  however,  that  the  time  for 
preparation  is  short.  Whatever  is  done  to  keep 
Ehode  Island  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  men  who 
will  betray  and  dishonor  her,  must  be  done  at  once — 
in  the  true  Ehode  Island  spirit — with  a  fixed  deter- 
mination, one  and  all,  to  adhere  to  the  Rhode  Island 
party,  till  eveiy  object  for  which  that  party  was 
formed,  shall  be  fully  and  triumphantly  accomplished. 

Old    NAEEAGATfSETT. 

p.  S.  Since  the  above  was  \vritten,  I  have  read,  in 
the  Providence  Daily  Express  of  Saturday  evening, 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Suffrage  Association  on 
IViday  evening.  These  resolutions  unequivocally 
make  known  the  deteimination  of  "  the  Insurgents " 
to  register  their  names,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  legal  constitution.    Let  it,  however,  not  be  in- 
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ferred,  that,  in  so  doing,  they  mean  to  aclcnowledge 
the  validity  of  that  constitntion,  or  to  repTtdiate  the 
"  people's  constitution."  Far  otherwise.  The  resoln- 
tions,  taken  iu  connexion  with  the  emphatic  and  vei'y 
significant  commentary  upon  them,  "by  the  editor  of 
the  "Express,"  remove  all  doubt  in  relation  to  this 
matter.  "Governor"  Dorr  has  been  consulted,  and 
"Governor"  Doit  advises  and  consents  to  the  meas- 
ure which  is  about  to  be  adopted,  and  adopted  too 
with  the  distinct  avowal  that  the  legal  government  of 
the  State  is  to  be  prostrated,  in  order  that  his  consti- 
tution may  be  erected  upon  its  ruins  !  It  is  well  that 
these  men  have  thus  clearly  defined  their  position. 
The  issue  is  fairly  made  up ;  and  by  the  friends  of 
law  and  order,  it  will  be  fearlessly  met.  The  Insur- 
gents have  abandoned  not  an  inch  of  their  original 
ground.  They  have  only  changed  their  system  of 
tactics.  Bluster,  and  menace,  and  force  they  have 
tried,  and  tried  in  vain.  They  are  now  about  to  try 
the  ballot  box,  not  for  a  legitimate  purpose,  but  in  the 
desperate  hope  of  gaining  power  to  sanctity,  by  some 
plausible  procedure,  their  enterprise  of  anarchy  and 
misrule.  I  rejoice  that  they  have  so  seasonably  ap- 
prised us  of  the  profligate  scheme  which  they  have 
planned,  and  which  they  will  endeavor  to  execute. 
The  true  Rhode  Island  men  will  again  rally  in  defence 
of  the  laws.  More  than  once,  they  have  withstood 
force^they  are  not  destined  to  fall  before  cunning. 
The  constitution  which  they  have  just  established, 
they  will,  "by  all  necessary  means,"  maintain;  and 
the  reckless  disorganizers,  who  are  again  plotting  mis- 
chief to  the  State,  will  reap  a  fresh  harvest  of  disap- 
pointment and  ( 
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THE    CRISIS. 

ITS   DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  IL 


To  THE  Members  op  tile  Ehode  Island  Party  :— 

Fellow  Citizens  : — Never  were  the  obligations  to 
union  and  energy  in  support  of  the  cause  of  law  and 
order,  more  imperative  upon  you  than  at  the  present 
crisis.  By  union  and  energy,  you  have  thus  far,  suc- 
cessfully resisted  a  most  profligate  attempt,  and  the 
only  attempt  that  has  been  made  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  to  overthrow,  by  force,  a  government  founded 
upon  the  broad  principles  of  civil  and  religious  free- 
dom, and  administered,  at  all  times,  "  for  the  protec- 
tion, safety  and  happiness  of  the  people."  You  have 
abundant  reason  to  congratulate  youi'selves,  not  only 
upon  the  great  moral  triumph  which  you  have  won  in 
the  defence  of  regulated  freedom,  but  upon  the  multi- 
plied calamities  which  you  have  escaped.  You  have 
given  to  the  enemies  of  popular  institutions  abroad,  a 
renewed  evidence  of  the  capacity  of  the  people  for 
self  government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  you  have  exhi- 
bited to  the  friends  of  such  institutions  at  home,  "an 
example  of  change  without  revolution,  and  a  redress 
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of  grievances  without  force  or  violence."*  All  this 
you  have  done,  arid  more  than  this  you  have  done. 
By  defeating  the  operation  of  the  misnamed  "  people's 
constitution,"  you  prevented  the  erection,  in  Rhode 
Island,  of  a  popular  despotism,  which  though,  in 
words,  it  savored  strongly  of  liberty  and  equality, 
would  in  its  practical  operation,  have  "been  fatal  to 
both.  A  system  better  adapted  to  perpetuate  politi- 
cal power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  demagogues,  and  to 
leave  both  minorities  and  individuals,  witliout  pro- 
tection against  the  oppression  of  majorities,  was  never 
devised.  It  was  a  system  without  checks  and  bal- 
ances, providing  for  a  representation  of  numbers  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislatui'e,  and  making  no  pro- 
vision, in  either,  for  a  representation  of  interests. 

The  floating  population  of  Providence,  and  of  every 
factory  village  in  the  State,  was  permitted  to  vote, 
without  other  qualifications  than  those  of  age  and  resi- 
dence. This  would  have  worked  the  complete  des- 
truction of  the  political  power  of  the  agricult^lral  in- 
terest, and  of  all  other  conservative  interests.  The 
floating  masses  of  Providence,  Woonsocket,  Ohepachet, 
&c.,  would  have  ruled  the  State.  Need  you  be  told, 
fellow  citizens,  who  and  how  many  would  have  ruled 
these  masses  ?  Such  are  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution recently  adopted,  that  the  farmers  are  not  left 
utterly  vpithout  the  power  of  protecting  themselves. 
They  have  saved  something  valuable  to  themselves 
and  to  the  State,  from  the  wreck  of  the  old  Charter. 
In  the  Senate,  they  can  still  make  themselves  to  be 
felt — and  their  rights  to  be  respected.     Constituted 
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moat  wisely  upon  principles  different  from  those  upon 
which,  the  House  is  constituted,  the  Senate,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  prove  an  efficient  chect  upon  those  irregu- 
lar impulses,  to  which  the  House  may  be  temporarily 
liable.  All  experience  has  shown  the  wisdom  of  mak- 
ing, in  one  branch  of  the  legislative  department,  some 
provision  by  which  "  the  sober  second  thoughts  of  the 
people,"  and  not  their  rash  impulses,  shall  be  allowed 
to  obtain  the  ascendant.  No  such  provision  can  be 
found  in  the  "  people's  constitution  " — for  the  men 
who  made  it,  very  well  knew  that  it  is  through  the 
passions,  and  not  through  the  reason  of  the  people, 
that  demagogues  seek  to  compass  their  ends. 

There  is  rare  truth  and  wisdom  in  the  following  re- 
mark by  one  of  the  ablest  statesmen  which  it  has  ever 
been  the  fortune  of  a  free  country  to  give  to  the 
world :  "  Legislative  assemblages  are  swayed  by  the 
fears  and  passions  of  individuals ;  when  unchecked, 
they  are  tyrannical  and  unjust ;  nay  more,  the  most 
unjust  and  tyrannical  measures  are  the  most  popular." 
"Were  the  "  people's  constitution "  now  in  operationj 
what  effectual  barrier  for  the  preservation  of  the 
rights  of  individuals  and  of  the  minority  would  exist  ? 
Under  pretence  of  the  public  advantage,  burthens, 
unequal  and  oppressive,  would  be  imposed  upon  the 
holders  of  property.  The  evil  would  not  stop  here. 
Such  is  the  malignant  spirit  which  seems  to  animate 
the  Insurgents,  that  they  would  be  found  to  exercise 
political  power,  not  only  for  the  purposes  of  injustice, 
but  to  satisfy  a  sharpened  appetite  for  revenge.  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  leading 
democratic  statesmen  of  the  present  day,  declares,  with 
as  much  truth  as  point,  that  "  free  government  de- 
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pends  on  constitutional  checlis ;  otterwise,  democracy 
is  despotism."  This  is  sound,  old .  fashioned  demo- 
eractic  doctrine,  which  ought  never,  for  any  transient 
purpose,  to  be  repudiated.  The  absence  of  all  efficient 
checks  and  balances  in  the  so  called  "people's  consti- 
tution," and  the  admission  of  foreigners  as  well  as  of 
native  citizens  to  a  participation,  upon  equal  tenns,  in 
the  elective  franchise,  invest  that  instrument  with  the 
worst  characteristics  of  a  popular  despotism. 

I  have  here  adverted  to  some  of  the  radical  defects 
of  this  "people's  constitution,"  because  the  insurgents 
have  avowed  their  determination  to  "restore  its  sus- 
pended animation."  They  persist  in  declaring  that  it 
is  "the  supreme  law,"  and  that  "Thomas  W.  Dorr  is 
the  rightful  Governor  of  Rhode  Island."  They  have 
detei-mined  to  register  their  names  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  legal  constitution,  only  that  they 
may  the  more  effectually  consummate  the  work  of 
treason  and  insure  the  triumph  of  jacobinism.  They 
prate,  to  be  sure,  about  carrying  out  in  a  peaceable 
manner  the  rights  and  doctrines  heretofore  advanced 
by  the  suffr^e  association.  The  whole  drift  of  their 
present  movement  is,  however  artfully  they  may  at- 
tempt to  disguise  it,  towards  another  and  more  fearful 
conflict  of  arms.  The  fiiends  of  the  legal  constitution 
do  not  believe  in  a  peaceable  submission  to  despotism, 
and  they  will  never  tamely  permit  any  set  of  men, 
under  any  pretence,  to  force  upon  them  either  "  Gov- 
ernor" Dorr,  or  the  people's  constitution. 

Men  of  the  Khode  Island  party — prepare  yourselves 
for  the  strife  which  awaits  you.  Organize  your  forces 
at  once.  See  that  every  friend  to  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws,  qualifies  himself  to  vote  at  the  April  election. 
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Our  success  is  certain,  if  we  "but  preserve  our  union, 
and  put  forth  our  energies.  To  borrow  tlie  eloquent 
language  of  the  prince  of  modem  political  philoso- 
phers, "  in  a  cause  like  this,  and  in  a  time  like  the 
present,  there  is  no  neutrality.  They  who  are  not 
actively,  and  with  decision  and  energy,  against  jaco- 
binism, are  its  partisans.     They  who  do  not  dread  it, 

Old  Naeragansett. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,   DBCBJIBER  1 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS   DANGERS  AND  ITS   DUTIES.— NO.   ni. 


To   THE   MeMRERS   or   THE   ElTODIS   IsLAND    PaETT  ;^ 

Fellow  Citizens  :— Till  we  have  settled  the  Rhode 
Island  question,  let  us  agitate  no  other  question.  Till 
we  have  ascertained,  whether  or  not  we  are  to  live  un- 
der a  government  of  law,  or  in  a  state  of  revolution- 
ary anarchy,  let  us  waste  no  time  in  profitless  debate 
about  measures  of  public  policy,  affecting  either  the 
State  or  the  nation.  TiH  we  have  settled  the  great 
principles  now  involved  in  the  issue  before  us,  let  us 
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defer,  till  a  more  fitting  season,  all  differences  of  opin- 
ion about  men.  Our  dearest  riglits  and  our  most 
valued  Hessings  are  again  to  be  put  in  peril,  by  a 
band  of  traitors  who  have  more  than  once  disturbed 
our  peace,  and  menaced  the  destruction  of  our  whole 
social  order.  Concession  and  clemency  and  concilia^ 
tion  have  all  been  thrown  away  upon  these  people, 
who,  at  tbe  call  of  their  leader,  are  again  gathering 
their  forces  for  the  work  of  mischief  Let  it  be  our 
main  business,  as  it  is  our  imperative  duty,  to  meet 
this  rebel  power  at  the  threshold,  and  to  crush  it  for- 
ever. Our  fate  is  in  our  own  hands.  We  are  strong 
in  numbers,  and  our  cause  was  never  more  worthy  of 
our  best  endeavors  to  maintain  it.  Let  us  then  come 
up,  without  delay,  to  the  work  of  preparation  for  the 
great  and  the  final  conflict.  Whether  Mr.  Tyler,  or 
Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Clay,  or  Mr.  "Van  Buren,  shall  be  the 
nest  President ;  ^hetlier  the  tariff  shall  be  revised  or 
shall  be  left  untouched ;  whether  the  Exchequer  or 
the  Sub-Treasury  shall  be  adopted,  are  questions, 
which,  however  they  might,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, excite  our  attention,  and  divide  our  opinions, 
shrink,  at  the  present  crisis,  into  comparative  insignifi- 
cance. Matters  of  far  graver  inport  to  us  and  to  our 
children — matters  that  come  home  to  our  business  and 
to  our  bosoms  now  await  our  decision.  They  demand 
all  our  thoughts,  and  before  they  are  settled,  they 
may  require  all  our  courage. 

The  Bhode  Island  Question  does  not  require  to  be 
stated  with  logical  precision.  In  November  last,  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island  established,  under  all  the  sanc- 
tions of  law,  a  constitution  of  government,  which  was 
framed  by  theii"  delegates  assembled  in  convention  ac- 
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cording  to  tlie  fomis  of  law.  Shall  tliis  constitution, 
thus  established,  lie  maintained,  or  shall  it  be  over- 
thrown ?  and  overthrown,  too,  by  the  violent  men  who 
are  steeped,  to  the  very  eyelids,  in  rebellion  and  trea- 
son against  the  laws  and  the  government  of  the  State  ? 
Shall  the  legal  constitution,  at  once  eminently  liberal 
and  conservative,  be  sheltered  against  the  acts  of  usur- 
pation by  which  it  is  attempted  to  be  destrpyed ;  or 
shall  it  be  trodden  under  foot  by  men  who  avow  it  to 
be  their  "  express  purpose"  to  o\'erthrow  it,  in  order 
to  establish  the  "  people's  constitution  "  upon  its  ruins  ? 
This  is  the  Rhode  Island  Question,  which  every  man 
among'  us  well  understands,  and  one  side  or  other 
every  man  must  take. 

Men  of  the  Rhode  Island  Party : — Hereafter  I  may 
have  occasion  to  call  your  attention,  more  particularly, 
to  some  of  the  wise  and  liberal  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  you  have  just  adopted,  and  which  you 
are  pledged,  by  every  consideration  of  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  tempei'ate  freedom,  to  maintain.  At 
present,  my  chief  aim  is  to  arouse  you  to  immediate  and 
to  strenuous  efforts ;  to  apprise  you  of  the  fresh  dan- 
gers with  which  you  are  menaced ;  and  to  remind  you 
that  it  is  only  by  vigilance  and  activity,  and  constancy 
and  courage,  that  those  dangers  can  be  averted.  I 
fear  nothing  for  the  Rhode  Island  question,  or  for  the 
Rhode  Island  party,  but  the  perilous  fallacy  that  effort 
is  not,  in  the  present  ease,  needed  to  insure  success ; 
that  our  cause  is  safe,  and  that  every  man  may  now 
take  good  eai'e  of  his  farm,  or  his  merchandise,  his 
workshop,  or  his  spindles.  Let  me  tell  you,  that  if 
you  think  thus,  you  are  cherishing  a  delusion  which 
may  entail  shame  and  disaster  upon  yourselves  and 
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upon  your  children.  God  forbid,  that  the  fate  of  ir- 
resolute virtue  should  be  yours.  God  forbid,  that 
"  the  men  of  poinards "  should  triumph  in  Rhode 
Island,  as  they  triumphed  in  Eevolutionaiy  France, 
over  "  the  men  of  principles." 

In  closing  this  address,  permit  me  again  to  appro- 
priate the  language  and  the  sentiments  of  the  cele- 
brated p,olitical  philosopher,  whom  I  yesterday  had 
occasion  to  quote ;  "  In  all  that  we  have  to  do, 
whether  in  the  struggle  or  after  it,  it  is  necessary  that 
we  should  constantly  have  in  our  eye,  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  enemy  we  have  to  contend  with.  The 
jacobin  revolution  is  carried  on  by  men  full  of  levity, 
aiTOgance,  and  presumption,  without  morals,  without 
probity,  without  prudence.  "What  have  they  then,  to 
supply  their  innumerable  defects,  and  to  make  them 
terrible  even  to  the  fiiTaest  minds  ?  One  thing,  and 
one  thing  only — ^but  that  one  thing  is  worth  a  thou- 
sand^— they  have  energy."  The  jacobinism  which  Mr. 
Burke,  in  such  emphatic  terms  describes,  is  not  limited 
to  the  age  of  the  French  Revolution.  No  obscure 
traces  of  its  footprints  may  be  found  in  Rhode  Island. 
Old  Kaeeagabseit. 
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THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  IV. 


To  THE  Members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Party: — 

Fellow  Citizens  : — Mr.  Dorr,  in  his  recent  answer 
to  the  New  Hampshire  sympathizers,  claims  that  his 
constitution  has  been  adopted  "by  the  free  votes  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  whole  people."  With  that 
cool  efeontery,  for  which  he  is  somewhat  remarkable, 
he  alludes  to  this  alleged  fact,  as  if  it  had  never  been 
either  denied  or  disproved.  He  likewise  seems  to  take 
it  for  granted,  that  a  majority  of  the  whole  people, 
without  reference  to  any  existing  laws  regulating  the 
right  of  voting,'  have  a  right  to  change  the  govern- 
ment, at  any  time  and  in  any  manner  they  may  choose. 
Both  of  these  points  are  examined  with  great  ability 
and  candor,  by  the  Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  of  this  State,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled 
"Considerations  on  the  Rhode  Island  Question."  I 
am  happy  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  men  of  all  parties  to  this  pamph- 
let, which,  together  with  a  clear  and  faithful  narrative 
of  all  the  impoi-tant  facts,  embodies  an  elaborate  dis- 
cuasion  of  the  great  elementary  principles  applicable 
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to  the  question  in  controversy.  Mr.  Potter  does  not, 
of  course,  deny  the  right  of  revolution — a  right,  be- 
longing to  minorities  as  well  as  to  majorities,  to  re- 
dress their  grievances  by  force,  when  grievances  have 
become  intolerable,  and  when  they  can,  in  no  other 
way,  be  redressed.  The  doctrine  of  a  peaceable,  legal 
revolution,  he  very  properly  classes  among  the  discov- 
eries reserved  for  this  enlightened  age  and  pQpple ! 
After  showing,  very  conclusively,  that  even  a  majority 
of  the  whole  people  have  not  the  right  to  change  the 
government  of  a  State,  at  any  time  and  in  any  man- 
ner, without  consulting  either  the  government  or  the 
minority,  he  examines,  somewhat  at  length,  the  alleged 
fact  of  the  majority  claimed  for  the  People's  Constitu- 
tion. To  this  part  of  Mr.  Potter's  pamphlet,  which  is 
here  subjoined,  without  alteration  or  abridgment,  I 
ask  the  special  attention  of  every  man  of  the  Rhode 
Island  party.  Thus  far,  the  insurgents  have  tiied  both 
fraud  and  force,  without  avail.  They  are  now  about 
to  try  the  former  alone,  in  order  to  consummate  by 
fraud  an  act  begun  in  fraud.  The  extracts  from  Mr. 
Potter's  pamphlet,  given  below,  show  how  they  man- 
aged matters  at  the  outset.  AVhat  good  thing  have 
we  a  right  to  hope  from  these  desperate  men,  here- 
after? 

"  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  FACT  OF  THE   MAJOBrrT   CLAIJIED 
FOR   THE   people's   CONSTITUTION", 

"Its  advocates  claim  that  the  people's  constitution 
received  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  American  citizens 
in  the  State,  over  twenty  one  years  of  age,  and  also 
a  majority  of  the  legally  qualified  freemen.  In  proof 
of  this,  they  appeal,  first,  to  the  return  and  canvass  of 
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tlie  votes  by  tlieir  own  convention  in  January ;  and, 
secondly,  to  their  having  sneceeded  in  defeating  the 
landholders',  or  legal  constitution,  as  it  was  called,  in 
March,  1842.     Let  ns  examine  both  these  assertions. 

"The  circumstances,  under  which  the  vote  was 
given  for  the  people's  constitution,  in  December,  1841, 
have  already  been  stated.  The  party  was  supposed 
to  have  for  its  object,  extension  of  suffrage  alone,  and 
few,  at  least,  in  the  country  part  of  the  State,  except 
its  leaders,  suspected  any  ulterior  design.  A  great 
number,  therefore,  who  were  sincerely  in  favor  of  ex- 
tension of  sufir^e,  gave  their  votes  for  it  as  a  mere 
expression  of  their  opinion,  never  thinking  that  the 
constitution  could  go  into  effect.  That  this  was  the 
ease  with  a  great  number,  we  think  will  appear  fi-om 
the  reasons  we  shall  offer  presently. 

"But  it  has,  also,  been  charged,  that  there  were 
great  frauds  committed  in  taking  the  vote ;  and  it  cer- 
tainly offered  great  facilities  for  fraud.  There  was  no 
challenging  of  votes,  because  the  opposite  party  re- 
fused to  take  any  part  in  it.  The  voting  was,  for  the 
first  three  days,  in  open  town  meeting,  and  then,  for 
the  three  following  days,  all  the  active  friends  of  the 
cause  exerted  themselves  in  going  around  and  procur- 
ing the  signatures  of  as  many  as  they  could,  and  send- 
ing in  their  names  to  the  moderators.  Between  four 
and  five  thousand  were  obtained  in  this  way,  in  the 
last  three  days. 

"  The  census  of  1840  makes  the  number  of  free  white 
males  in  the  State,  over  twenty  one  yeai's  of  age,  as 
neai-  as  can  be  computed,  twenty  five  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy  four;  free  colored  males,  over 
twenty  four  years  of  age,  six  hundred  and  sixty  eight. 
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In  calculating  tie  number  necessary  to  make  a  majority, 
a  deduction  of  three  thousand  has  generally  been  made 
from  this,  for  foreigners  not  naturalized,  paupers,  &c. 

"  The  greatest  number  of  freemen  who  ever  voted  at 
any  election,  was  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty  two,  at  the  presidential  election,  in  Kovemher, 
1840.  But,  in  the  country  towns  especially,  the  popu- 
lation is  scattered,  and  there  is  seldom  a  full  attend- 
ance, and,  by  calculating  the  number  of  voters  and  of 
absentees  in  several  towns,  and  applying  the  same 
ratio  to  the  State,  the  number  of  legally  qualified 
voters,  under  the  old  laws,  has  been  variously  esti- 
mated at  from  eleven  to  twelve  thousand.  The  num- 
ber of  freemen,  claimed  to  have  voted  for  the  people's 
constitTition,  is  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty. 
On  the  tickets,  which  they  voted,  were  printed  the  fol- 
lowing words :  '  I  am qualified  to  vote  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  laws  of  the  State.'  And  it  has  been 
said,  that  a  great  many  of  the  non  fi'eeholders  forgot  to 
insert  the  not. 

"In  the  town  of  Newport,  they  have  long  been 
charged  with  committing  the  greatest  frauds,  and  the 
reason  they  have  never  attempted  to  disprove  these 
charges  is,  probably,  because  they  could  not  be  refuted. 
They  claimed  to  have  obtained  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  votes  for  the  people's  constitution,  of 
whom  they  say  three  hundred  and  seventeen  were 
freemen, 

"  In  making  up  the  whole  number  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seven,  they  took  the  names  of  the 
soldiers  at  the  United  States  fort,  of  the  people  at 
work  for  the  government  at  Fort  Adams,  of  people 
who  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  gone  to  sea,  or  absent 
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from  tlie  State.  And,  from  an  actual  and  cai-eful  ex- 
amination of  tlte  list  of  their  voters,  it  is  estimated  by 
a  person,  who  is  probably  better  qualified  to  judge 
than  any  other  man  in  that  town,  that  not  more  than 
seven  hundred  and  fifty,  at  most,  out  of  the  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  seven,  were  qualified  to  vote 
even  upon  the  very  liberal  terms  of  the  people's  con- 
stitution, which  admitted  foreigners  to  vote  for  it,  and 
required  no  specific  period  of  residence.  And  when, 
only  three  months  aferwards,  in  March,  1842,  the  vote 
was  taken  upon  the  legal  constitution,  and  every  per- 
son who  had  resided  in  the  State  two  years,  was  ad- 
mitted to  vote,  and  only  foreigners  and  the  transient 
population  excluded,  the  people's  party,  notwithstand- 
ing they  brought  every  man  to  the  polls,  could  only 
obtain  three  hundred  and  sixty  one  votes  against  it. 
Here  is  a  falling  off  from  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seven,  when  they  took  the  vote  their  own  way,  to 
three  hundred  and  sixty  one,  when  it  was  taken  in 
legal  town  meeting,  where  the  votes  were  challenged, 
and  the  transient  population  excluded.  And  both 
parties  together,  at  this  same  town  meeting,  could  only 
obtain  one  thousand  and  ninety  one  votes,  while  the 
people's  party  claimed  to  have  obtained  for  theirs,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seven  votes. 

"  Again  ;  they  claim  to  have  obtained,  in  Newport, 
three  hundred  and  seventeen  freemen  for  the  people's 
constitution.  The  same  gentlemen,  before  referred  to, 
who  personally  knows  almost  every  freeman  in  the 
town,  estimates  that,  at  least,  ninety  of  these  were  no 
freemen  at  all  And,  of  the  others,  a  great  number 
voted  merely  as  an  expression  of  opinion,  and  some 
for  party  purposes.     How  else,  if  there  was  no  frand, 
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can  it  "be  aecounted  for,  ttat,  in  the  legal  town  meet- 
ing, where  the  very  same  freemen  voted,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  a  legal  scrutiny,  that  this  vote  fell  off  from 
three  hundred  and  seventeen  to  one  hundred  and  two, 
and  that  both  parties  together  could  only  obtain  four 
hundred  and  seventy  five.  The  town  meeting  of 
December,  the  people's  party  had  all  their  own  way. 
The  other  was  conducted  according  to  law,  although 
the  same  people  voted,  and  every  offort  was  made  on 
both  sides. 

"  Such  frauds  as  these  would  be  most  likely  to  be 
committed  in  the  cities  and  large  manufacturing  towns, 
such  as  Newport,  Providence,  Smithfield,  Cumberland, 
Warwict,  tfec.  In  a  great  many  of  the  country  towns, 
the  vote  was  probably  very  fairly  conducted. 

"  The  convention,  on  counting  their  votes,  declared 
the  whole  number,  freeholders  and  non  freeholders,  to 
be  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  four ; 
and  that  their  constitution  was  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  the  American  citizens  over  twenty  one. 

"  The  people's  party  did,  indeed,  offer  all  their  votes 
to  the  examination  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  it 
has  been  triumphantly  proclaimed  abroad,  that  the 
Assembly,  by  refusing  to  receive  or  examine  them,  had 
waived  all  right  to  dispute  the  fact  of  a  majority. 
But  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  the  General  Assembly 
considered  all  the  proceedings  illegal,  and  they  could 
not  receive  the  votes  without  giving  up  the  principle 
they  contended  for.  The  fact  of  there  being  a  ma- 
jority, has  always  been  denied  by  the  other  party. 

"The  People's  Convention,  at  their  meeting,  Jan- 
uary 13,  1842,  by  resolution,  authorized  the  secre- 
taries to  copy  any  part  of  the  registry  of  the  votes,  or 
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of  the  votes  themselvea,  upon  the  application  of  any 
person.  Several  individuals,  accordingly,  obtained 
lists  of  those  who  had  voted  in  their  own  towns,  and 
commenced  examining  them.  But  a  stop  was  soon 
put  to  this,  and,  at  a  meeting  of  some  of  the  suffrage 
party  in  Providence,  they  actually  undertook  to  over- 
rule the  orders  of  the  convention  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple ;  countermanded  this  authority,  and  prohibited  any 
more  copies  being  given.  How  they  can  justify  this, 
even  upon  their  own  loose  principles  of  government, 
remains  to  be  seen. 

"Thus  the  General  Assembly  cannot  examine  the 
votes  without  yielding  the  principle  contended  for ; 
and  private  individuals  are  not  permitted  to.  They 
are  thus  effectually  secured  against  ezamination. 

"  The  next  vote  which  has  been  appealed  to  as  a 
test,  is  the  vote  on  the  landholders'  constitution  in 
March,  and  it  is  contended,  that  the  defeat  of  this 
constitution,  amounted  to  a  reaffirmance  of  the  vote  on 
the  people's  constitution. 

"  Soon  after  the  vote  on  the  people's  constitution, 
the  legal  convention  completed  theirs.  It  extended 
suffrage  to  all  native  American  citizens,  upon  two 
years'  residence,  without  any  property  or  tas  qualifi- 
cation. Foreign  born  citizens  were  required  to 
possess  a  freehold.  All  who  could  vote  under  the 
constitution,  were  authorized  to  vote  for  or  against  its 
adoption. 

"  The  "  people's  "  party  resolved  to  attempt  the  de- 
feat of  the  legal  constitution.  The  contest  was  of  the 
moat  exciting  character.  The  like  of  it  has  not  been 
in  Rhode  Island  within  the  writer's  recollection.  The 
result  was,  for  the  constitution,  eight  thousand  and 
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thirteen ;  against  it,  eiglit  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty  nine ;  total,  sixteen  thoiisand  seven  hundred 
and  two.  Majority  against  it,  six  hundred  and  seventy 
six. 

"  Now,  let  us  examine  of  what  materials  this  num- 
ber of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  nine, 
was  composed.  A  large  numher  of  the  freeholders 
voted  against  the  constitution,  because  they  were  op- 
posed to  so  great  an  extension,  and  some,  because  they 
were  opposed  to  any  constitution  at  all.  A  large 
number  of  people  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  op- 
posed it,  because  too  much  sti'ength  in  the  Senate  was 
given  to  the  southern  counties.  Still  more  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  misrepresentations  circulated,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  fishery.  They  were  told,  that  the 
legal  constitution  abridged,  or  took  away  their  rights 
on  the  shore,  and  their  rights  of  fishery.  There  was 
no  part  of  the  constitution  that  was  not  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  every  possible  objection  urged  to  suit  dif- 
ferent localities  and  prejudices.  In  allowing  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  to  have  voted  from  all  these  consid- 
erations, we  think  we  are  very  reasonable.  There 
would  then  remain,  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  nine.  ^Vhat  a  falling  off  fi-om  the  thirteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  four,  who  are  said 
to  have  voted  for  the  people's  constitution,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1841,  only  three  months  previous  ! 

"  But,  even  all  of  these  seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty  nine,  did  not  vote  against  the  legal  constitu- 
tion, because  they  wished  the  people's  constitution  to 
become  the  law  of  the  land.  It  cannot  be  denied,  for 
it  was  industriously  circulated,  and  the  impression  was 
generally  produced,  that,  as  the  whigs  had  a  majority 
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in  tlie  freemen's  convention,  tlie  legal  constitution  was 
so  framed,  that  its  adoption  would  secure  the  power 
of  the  State  to  the  whigg,  or  the  aristocracy.  It  was 
considered  as  a  whig  measure,  and  great  nnmhers  of 
democrats  voted  against  it  for  no  other  reason.  And 
a  report  was  circulated  in  the  south  part  of  the  State, 
that  Governor  Fennel'  and  Governor  Francis,  men  who 
stood  high  in  the  conlidence  of  the  democratic  party, 
had  voted  for  the  people's  constitution.  It  is  almost 
needless  to  say,  the  report  was  false ;  but  numbers 
were  influenced  by  it. 

"  But  even  if  no  deductions  are  to  be  made  at  all,  if 
the  whole  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  nine, 
were  suppoi-tei-s  of  the  people's  constitution,  where  were 
the  rest  of  the  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty 
four  ?  No  exertion  was  spai-ed  to  bring  every  one  of 
their  men  to  the  polls,  every  argument  was  used,  and 
every  passion  appealed  to,  as  the  files  of  the  suffrage 
newspaper  will  show,  and  the  people,  in  all  parts  of 
the  State,  were  aroused  and  excited  by  means  of  paid 
lecturers,  for  several  weeks  preceding  the  election. 
The  prejudices  of  the  poor  against  the  rich,  were 
openly  appealed  to.  The  falling  ofi"  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  in  another  way.  "We  have  said,  that,  at 
the  voting  for  the  people's  constitution,  there  was  no 
challenging  of  votes,  for  there  was  no  officer  who  had 
the  authority  to  administer  an  oath,  and  no  means  of 
preventing  fraud,  and  also  that  a  considerable  number 
put  in  votes  for  it,  merely  as  an  expression  of  opinion 
in  favor  of  free  suffrage,  and  not  meaning  that  it  should 
ever  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  But  in  voting 
for  the  legal  constitution,  both  parties  were  present, 
the  votes  were  challenged,  the  closest  scrutiny  applied, 
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and  the  foreign  population,  and  transient  persons,  (of 
whom  there  is  a  Very  great  nnmber,  manufacturing 
being  the  leading  business  of  the  north  part  of  the 
State,  and  the  government  works  employing  a  great 
many  at  Newport,)  were  excluded.  All  these  had 
probably  voted  for  the  people's  constitution.  Besides, 
all  those  who  had  voted  for  the  people's  constitution 
merely  as  an  expression  of  an  opinion,  now  came  for^ 
ward  and  voted  for  the  legal  constitution,  because  it 
provided  a  very  liberal  extension. 

"Here,  then,  even  taking  the  whole  number,  the 
friends  of  the  people's  constitution,  in  March,  in  a 
town  meeting,  conducted  according  to  law,  and  where 
the  voting  was  confined  to  the  permanent  population, 
could  only  muster  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty  nine  votes,  just  about  one  third  of  the  male 
population  over  twenty  one.  So  much  for  this  second 
test  of  their  majority. 

"  The  number  of  freemen  claimed  to  have  voted  for 
the  people's  constitution,  in  December,  was  four  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty.  The  number  of  freemen 
who  voted  against  the  legal  constitution,  in  March,  was 
about  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty,  from  ex- 
aminations of  the  reeoi'ds  made  by  the  town  clerks  of 
the  several  towns.  Here,  too,  is  a  large  falling  off, 
which  can  only  be  accounted  for  in  a  similar  manner. 

"The  vote  for  State  officers,  in  April,  1842,  was  no 
test  of  anything.  On  the  charter  election  day.  Gov- 
ernor King  and  his  ticket,  received  foui'  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixteen  votes  from  both  political  parties. 
Genera]  Carpenter  was  voted  for  by  the  qualified  vot- 
ers of  the  suffrage  party,  and  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  democrats,  and  received  two  thousand  three 
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hundred  and  ninety  two  votes.  As  these  elections 
were  under  the  old  law,  none  but  freeholders  voted. 
There  was  no  serious  opposition,  and  the  strength  of 
neither  party  brought  out.  On  their  election  day,  the 
people's  party  put  in  over  sis  thousand  five  hundred 
for  Mr.  Dorr,  as  governor.  There  was  no  opposition, 
of  course,  but  yet  considerable  exertion  was  made  to 
get  their  voters  out,  in  order  to  make  a  show  of  num- 
bers. 

"  We  will  close  this  examination  of  the  question  of 
the  majority,  by  observing,  that  the  famous  nine  law- 
yers, in  their  Statement  of  Reasons,  in  defence  of  their 
course,  do  not  assert  that  they  ever  obtained  a  ma- 
jority. They  contend  for  the  right  of  the  majority  to 
make  a  constitution,  and,  although  the  whole  docu- 
ment is  so  worded  as  to  produce  the  impression  that 
they  believed  the  constitution  had  been  adopted  by  a 
majority;  yet  they  did  not  dare  to  risk  their  reputa^ 
tion  upon  a  positive  assertion  of  it  as  a  fact.  The 
document  is  thus,  though  perhaps  unintentionally,  de- 
ceptive. One  of  the  number,  an  able  and  distin- 
guished advocate,  has  since,  repeatedly  and  publicly, 
expressed  his  doubts  of  the  people's  constitution  ever 
having  obtained  such  a  majority." 

In  connexion  with  the  significant  facts  which  Mr. 
Potter  has  embodied  in  the  preceding  extract,  it 
should,  also,  be  remembered,  that  the  convention 
which  formed  the  people's  constitution  owes  i£s  origin 
to  a  committee  appointed  by  a  mass  meeting  of  the 
suffrage  party,  at  which  a  majority  neither  of  that 
party  nor  of  the  people  was  present.  It  should,  also, 
be  remembered,  that  even  according  to  the  showing  of 
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tlie  insurgents,  not  more  than  seven  thousand  persons, 
freeholders  and  non  freeholders,  took  any  part  in  elect- 
ing their  delegates,  "  and  to  make  np  this  number,  it 
lias  been  said  that  spectators  and  people  of  all  sorts 
were  included."*  And  yet  more;  the  constitution, 
framed  by  a  convention  thus  authorized  and  thus 
chosen,  was  adopted,  if  the  fraudulent  votes  be  ex- 
cluded, by  less  than  a  majority  even  of  those  persons, 
whom  the  sovereigns  permitted  to  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion. During  all  that  memorable  straggle,  in  what 
Mr.  Dorr,  with  inimitable  gravity  and  self  compla- 
cency, designates  "  the  cause  of  constitutional  fi'eedom 
and  equal  rights,"  the  discussion  and  the  voting  were 
all  on  one  side  !  In  the  midst  of  the  new  born  fervor 
for  equal  rights,  it  seemed  to  be  forgotten,  that  indi- 
viduals and  minorities  had  any  rights  to  be  acknowl- 
edged and  protected.  The  spirit  of  the  mob  seemed 
to  rule  in  every  thing  ;  and  these  men  disposed  of  the 
gravest  matters,  according  to  their  own  crude  notions 
of  "  constitutional  freedom,"  and  with  the  same  tem- 
per of  insolent  domination  which  marked  the  Parisian 
jacobin  clubs  in  the  days  of  revolutionary  France. 
The  constitution  which  they  had  denominated  "  the 
people's,"  they  could  not,  either  by  menace  or  by  the 
exercise  of  actual  force,  compel  the  people  to  accept. 
This  is  the  constitution,  thus  framed,  thus  adopted, 
and  thus  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  us,  which  the 
insurgents  now  avow  their  determination,  by  an  act  of 
most  flagitious  usurpation,  to  establish — by  an  act  of 
usurpation  which  must  provoke  the  sternest  resistance 
of  every  Khode  Island  man  who  is  not  prepared  to  be- 
come a  slave.     This  is  the  constitution  for  which  a  man 

•  Mr.  Potter's  pamphlet. 
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of  education,  and,  at  one  time,  of  gentlemanly  associa- 
tions, consented  to  become  the  chief  of  "a  robber 
"brood,"  and  threatened,  with  blood  and  rapine,  the 
fair  city  which  now  blushes  for  her  degenerate  son. 
This  is  the  constitution  for  which  the  legal  constitu- 
tion is  to  be  thrust  aside,  if,  by  any  means,  the  insur- 
gents can  obtain  political  power.  This  is  the  consti- 
tution, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  which,  unprin- 
cipled men  now  seek  to  betray  the  ignorant  into  the 
crimes  of  rebellion  and  treason,  and  to  plunge  the 
State  into  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy  !  No  man  com- 
plains, nor  has  any  right  to  complain  of  those  who, 
for  any  legal  purpose,  may  choose  to  qualify  them- 
selves to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  under  the  new 
constitution,  at  the  elections  in  April.  No  man  would 
have  a  right  to  complain,  whatever  might  be  his  regrets 
in  the  matter,  should  the  insurgents  gain  the  political 
power  in  April,  and  use  it  according  to  the  plain  pro- 
visions of  the  new  constitution.  But  every  man  has 
a  right  to  complain,  and  to  feel  alarmed  and  indignant, 
when  these  men  avow  their  intention  to  acquire  politi- 
cal power,  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  consti- 
tution, and  then,  "without  law  and  against  law,"  to 
establish  the  people's  constitution  uj^on  its  ruins  ! 

Men  of  the  Ehode  Island  Party : — The  act  which 
your  opponents,  in  plain  language,  declare  that  they 
mean  to  do,  would  be  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals 
of  political  profligacy.  It  would  involve  you  and  the 
State  in  fresh  and  complicated  troubles — it  would  be 
destructive  to  all  constitutional  freedom  in  Rhode 
Island — it  would  be  hailed  by  despots  throughout  the 
world  as  the  most  fatal  blow  which  has  yet  been  given 
to  the  great  cause  of  democratic  liberty.    It  remains 
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for  you  to  decide  whether  these  men  shall  have  the 
power  to  do  this  great  mischief.  You  have  the  physi- 
cal power  and  you  have  the  moral  power.  You  have 
both  the  might  and  the  right — and  naught  but  activity 
and  energy  are  wanting  to  insure  youi-  final  triumph. 
Eemember  that  the  time  is  short.  After  the  30th  day 
of  this  month,  no  name  can  be  registered.  Let  me 
counsel  you,  then,  to  imitate,  in  one  respect,  the  eon- 
duct  of  your  opponents.  Divide  and  subdivide  every 
town  into  such  districts  as  will  enable  you  to  ascer- 
tain, with  perfect  accuracy,  how  many  of  the  friends 
of  legal  government  remain  to  be  registered.  If  you 
do  your  duty  in  this  matter,  the  State  will  be  saved 
from  the  rule  of  men  who  would  dishonor  her  char- 
acter by  acts  of  usurpation  and  revenge,  which  would 
leave  us  naught  of  freedom  but  its  name. 

Old  Naekagansett. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  DECEMBER  20,  1342. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS   DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.-NO.   V. 


To   THE   jVlEMBEIiS   OJf"   THE    KlIODE   IsLAND   PaEIT  : 

Fellow  Citizeivs: — The  shameless  doctrines  which 
are  avowed,  and  the  no  less  shameless  plans  which  are 
meditated,  by  the  Insurgents,  ought  to  convince  every 
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thinking  man  that  the  Rhode  Island  Question  is  the 
great  question  of  the  day— not  only  for  the  State,  bnt 
for  the  Nation.  These  doctrines  and  these  plans  ought, 
likewise,  to  arouse  every  man  who  carries  a  Rhode 
Island  heart  in  his  bosom,  to  put  forth,  at  once,  all  his 
might  to  defeat  the  desperate  enterprise  which  Dorr 
and  his  accomplices  are  now  seeking  to  accomplish. 
The  Presidential  Question,  however  important  it  may 
be  to  the  country  at  large,  is  not  vitally  important  to 
us.  However  the  people  may  decide  it,  our  essential 
rights  and  our  essential  interests  will  he  left  unim- 
paired. Nothing  disastrous  to  the  great  cause  of  con- 
stitutional freedom  have  we  to  apprehend,  either  from 
Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  Calhoun,  or  Mr.  Clay.  Differ  they  may 
about  measures  of  administrative  policy,  yet,  they  are 
all  conservative  Statesmen — all  friends  to  a  govein- 
ment  of  checks  and  balances — all  hostile  to  the  revo- 
lutionary principles  of  Dorr  and  his  party.  In  assert- 
ing the  transcendent  importance  of  the  Ehode  Island 
question,  I  am  betrayed  into  no  exaggeration.  It  is  a 
domestic  question  of  the  gravest  character.  It  should 
be  treated  in  a  grave  mood,  and  settled  by  every  man 
among  us  undei-  a  sense  of  the  most  solemn  responsi- 
bility. It  touches,  in  innumerable  points,  our  dearest 
rights  and  our  most  important  interests — not  only  af- 
fecting o^u■  own  present  peace,  and  security,  and  good 
name — but  extending  its  influence,  for  good  or  for 
evil,  to  the  generations  who  are  to  come  after  us. 

"While  the  general  government  provides  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  the  general  welfare,  it  is  exclusively 
the  province  of  the  State  government  to  exercise  its 
powers  on  that  large  mass  of  rights  and  interests  which 
most  deeply  concern  life,  liberty  and  property.    It  be- 
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comes  lis,  then,  to  look  well  to  our  State  government ; 
it  becomes  us  to  take  good  care  that  it  is  estab- 
lished upon  right  foundations,  and  is  administered 
by  the  right  men,  and  in  the  right  spirit.  The  laws 
which  come  home  the  most  nearly  to  our  business  and 
our  bosoms,  emanate  from  our  own  Legislature.  The 
magistrates,  executive  and  judicial,  who  are  charged 
with  the  administration  of  those  laws,  derive  all  their 
authority  from  the  same  source.  Whether  those  laws 
shall  be  enacted  and  executed  by  wise  and  well  princi- 
pled men,  and  in  a  spirit  of  justice  and  moderation,  or 
whether  they  shall  become,  in  the  hands  of  profligate 
rulers,  the  instruments  of  oppression,  depends  upon 
the  intelligence  and  virtue  and  moral  courage  of  the 
people.  Your  fate,  my  fellow  citizens,  is  in  your  own 
hands.  If  you  do  but  comprehend  the  issue  which  is 
now  made,  I  have  no  fears  that  you  will  not  manfully 
meet  it.  Still  less  do  I  fear  that  you  will  fail,  by  an- 
other and  yet  more  emphatic  declaration  of  your  will, 
to  convince  the  disturbers  of  your  peace  that  it  is 
Ciuite  as  hard  to  circumvent  as  to  frighten  you. 

Men  of  the  Rhode  Island  Party  : — Is  not  the  Rhode 
Island  question  the  great  question  of  the  day,  not 
only  for  the  State,  but  for  the  nation  ?  If  the  licen- 
tious doctrines  now  broached  by  the  insurgents,  and 
which  they  will  endeavor  to  reduce  to  practice,  should 
ever  come  to  be  sanctioned  as  American  constitutional 
law,  what,  I  ask  you,  will  be  the  fate  of  American 
constitutional  freedom  ?  Of  what  avail  will  be  those 
checks  and  balances,  without  which  a  democracy  is  a 
despotism,  if  the  majority  may,  at  any  time  and  in 
any  manner,  destroy  them  ?  If  a  constitution  framed 
by  a  convention,  assembled   according  to  law,  and 
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adopted  "by  a  vote  of  the  people  according  to  law,  can 
be  thrust  aside  for  a  constitution  framed  and  adopted 
""without  law  and  against  law,"  the  j)eople  of  this 
country  will  soon  come  to  feel  little  reverence  either 
for  laws  or  for  constitutions.  If  Mr.  Dorr's  revolu- 
tionary dogmas  are  to  find  favor  in  this  State,  Revolu- 
tions, but  not  always  peaceable  revolutions,  will  be- 
come the  food,  rather  than  the  extreme  medicine,  of 
the  body  politic  If  great  fundamental  laws  can  be 
thus  unceremoniously  changed,  how  long  will  the 
American  constitution  escape  a  formidable  assault  ? 
How  long  will  the  friends  of  "  equal  rights  "  in  "  the 
empire  State  "  be  satisfied  that  one  hundred  and  eight 
thousand  Rhode  Islanders  should  possess  as  much  po- 
litical power  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  aa 
nearly  three  millions  of  New  Yorliers?  Finding 
other  modes  of  redress  unavailable,  how  long  will  the 
sovereign  people  of  the  United  States  forbear  to 
touch,  in  their  "  primary  capacity,"  some  of  the  or- 
ganic provisions  of  this  Constitution  now  deemed  to 
be  unjust?  Should  they  unite  their  strength,  what 
difficulty  would  the  "  sovereigiity  "  of  the  great  States 
find  in  carrying  out  theii"  doctrines  of  "  equal  rights  ?" 
Not  only  do  Mr.  Dorr's  docti-ines  bring  into  peril  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union,  which,  by  the  by,  the  peo- 
ple, in  their  primary  capacity,  never  adopted,  and  to 
which  a  majority  of  them,  as  is  well  known,  were 
decidedly  opposed,  but  it  endangers  the  stability  of 
every  State  Constitution  in  the  land.  Connecticut 
and  New  Hampshire  may  yet  come  to  taste  of  the 
poisoned  chalice  which  they  have  commended  to  our 
lips.  Their  Constitutions  may  be  thought  to  demand 
reform,  and  some  illustrious  tribune  of  the  people, 
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emulous  of  Dorr's  fame,  may  yet  rise  up  to  begin  tlie 
wort. 

Fellow  Citizens :— Settle  tlie  Rhode  Island  Question 
according  to  the  principles  maintained  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Party,  and  this  tide  of  revolutionary  frenzy, 
which  threatens  to  roll  over  the  land,  will  be  turned 
back.  Visit,  once  more,  with  your  scatliing  rebuke, 
the  man  and  the  party,  who  twice  made  an  abortive 
effort  to  subdue  you  by  means  of  an  armed  mob.  Let 
him  and  them  be  made  to  feel  that  all  sorts  of  crimes 
are  not  to  be  perpetrated,  with  impunity,  in  the  name 
of  "  democracy  and  equal  rights."  Teach  him  and 
them,  once  and  for  all,  the  lesson  which  they  seem  so 
slow  to  learn,  that  no  man  and  no  party  can  nltimately 
triumph,  who,  in  their  choice  of  means,  and  in  their 
estimates  of  success,  make  no  account  of  the  moral 
sense  which  God  has  implanted  in  the  heart  of  man, 
Mr.  Dorr  may  brandish  once  more  that  sword,  in 
tragic  fury;  he  may  issue  valiant  proclamations;  he 
may  write  letters  to  the  faithful  at  home ;  he  may  re- 
cruit, by  his  harangues,  the  declining  sympathy  of 
friends  abroad — yet,  for  his  darling  purpose,  all  this 
■will  be  of  no  avail.  He  has  outraged  too  deeply  the 
moral  sensibilities  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island — he 
has  animated  them  with  too  much  righteous  indigna- 
tion against  himself  and  his  principles,  ever  to  regain 
their  forfeited  confidence  and  favor.  Instead  of  mak- 
ing penitence  the  companion  of  that  banishment  which 
his  friends  are  pleased  to  dignify  with  the  name  of  exile, 
he  is  now  engaged  in  maturing  fresh  plans  of  mischief. 
In  a  letter  addressed  to  his  partisans,  under  date  of 
December  15,  and  written  at  Concord,  he  counsels 
them  to  register  their  names,  under  the  legal  Consti- 
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tution,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  great  object 
which  they  have  in  view,  viz.:  "Tlie  establishment  in 
fact  as  "well  as  in  right,  of  the  People's  Constitution." 
In  the  same  letter,  he  likewise,  with  his  characteristic 
modesty,  speaks  of  the  existing  government  as  "the 
military  despotism  which  now  controls  the  State." 
Shame  upon  the  man  who  thus  defames  the  State 
which  he  has  done  so  much  to  injure!  Shame  upon 
the  man  who,  while  boasting  that  he  has  both  the 
right  and  the  might,  does  not  oppose  to  this  "  military 
despotism  "  the  most  heroic  resistance ;  but  runs  away 
to  New  Hampshire,  there  to  concoct,  in  communion 
with  her  dirty  politicians,  a  dirty  scheme,  for  compas- 
sing, by  fraud,  what  he  has  not  the  courage  to  attempt 
by  force ! 

Men  of  the  Rhode  Island  party !  We  engage,  un- 
der the  most  cheering  auspices,  in  this  fresh  strife  to 
sustain  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  the  State. 
Our  ranks  ai-e  unbroken,  and  are  animated  by  a  spirit 
worthy  of  our  cause,  and  prophetic  of  the  victory 
which  awaits  us.  One  struggle  more  with  the  dis- 
turbers of  our  peace,  and  the  principles  of  a  rational 
and  temperate  freedom,  for  which  we  have  so  long 
contended,  will  be  finally  and  triumphantly  vindicated. 
Let  us  then  go,  one  and  all,  for  Rhode  Island,  and  for 
nothing  but  Rhode  Island!  Preserve  to  us  our  old 
Rhode  Island  anchor,  which  has  clung  through  many 
a  storm,  the  noble  patrimony  of  liberty  and  laiv  in- 
herited from  our  fathers — and  we  will  rest  in  hope — 
confident  of  our  ability  to  ride  out  in  safety  whatever 
tempests  may  chance  to  gather  in  the  distant  sky. 
Old  Nakkagaksett. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  DECEMBER  2i,   18i3. 


THE   CRISIS. 

ITS   BAKGEES  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  VI. 


To  THE  Members  op  the  Rhode  Island  Party  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  : — A  stranger  to  our  political  his- 
toiy  ■would  infer,  from  tlie  reproachful  epithets  lav- 
ished by  the  Dorrites  upon  the  old  Charter,  that,  for 
the  last  two  hundred  years,  the  people  of  Ehode 
Island  had  been  subject  to  an  insolent  and  overbear- 
ing aristocracy.  They  have  railed,  in  such  good  set 
terms,  against  the  royal  Charter,  and  against  the 
"  sand  and  gravel  aiistoeracy,"  that  numbers  have  been 
betrayed  into  opinions  not  veiy  creditable  to  their 
reputation  for  good  sense,  or  for  their  knowledge  of 
the  subject  upon  which  they  have  undertaken  to  pro- 
nounce. Let  us  then  turn  aside,  for  a  moment,  irom 
all  this  eloquent  vituperation,  with  which  Ehode 
Island  institutions  have,  for  the  year  past,  been  loaded, 
to  a  single  historical  fact,  which,  though  lying  upon 
the  surface,  the  insurgents  have  found  it  convenient  to 
overlook, 

I  do  not  purpose  to  travel  farther  back  into  the 
records  of  the  past,  than  the  year  1789,  when  the 
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American  Constitution  went  into  operation,  and  when 
were  formed  the  two  great  political  parties,  the  fed- 
eral and  the  democratic,  which,  for  so  many  years,  di- 
vided the  people  of  this  country.  In  1789,  Arthur 
Fenner  was  the  Governor  of  Ehode  Island,  and  he 
continued  to  he  annually  elected  Governor,  and  with- 
out opposition,  till,  in  the  year  1805,  death  terminated 
his  long  career  of  influence  and  honor.  Here  were  sis- 
teen  years  of  unbroken  democratic  rule,  for  I  assume 
the  fact  that  no  one  will  be  found  hardy  enough  to 
draw  into  question  the  -democracy  of  Arthur  Fenner. 
In  the  days  of  Arthur  Fenner,  the  farmers  governed 
the  State.  "Would  to  God  they  could  always  govern 
it ;  for  the  farmers,  by  whatever  political  name  they 
may  be  distinguished,  are,  especially  in  our  State,  the 
chief  conservative  interest.  In  the  days  of  Arthur 
Fenner,  the  city  of  Providence  did  not  threaten  to 
overshadow  the  State ;  and  the  population  in  our  manu- 
facturing districts  was  then  too  scanty  to  contend  with 
the  farmers  for  political  power.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  growth  of  manufactures  among  us,  which  has  at- 
tracted within  our  borders  a  population,  from  its  na- 
ture  and  position,  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  malign 
influences  of  the  demagogue.  Dorr  and  his  accompli- 
ces in  rebellion  and  treason,  would  never  have  found 
a  base  whereon  to  build  their  schemes  of  revolution 
and  anarchy.  "With  marvellous  ingratitude,  these  men 
now  denounce  the  passage  of  a  tariff,  whjch  gives  mod- 
erate protection  to  American  labor.  They  term  it  a 
tai'ifi:'  "of  abominations."  Had  they  termed  it  and 
preceding  tarifts  the  parent  of  "  abominations,"  the 
justice  of  the  denunciation  would  not  be  disputed  by 
those  who  feel  what  a  deep  wound  Dorr  and  his  do- 
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ings  have  inflicted  upon  tlie  State — by  those  who  know 
that  along  the  valley  of  the  Blackstone,  the  chief  seats 
of  his  powei"  and  influence  are  to  be  found. 

It  is  only  a  very  few  years  ago,  that  the  democratic 
party  in  this  State  were  alarmed,  and  not  without  rea- 
son, lest  the  political  power  of  the  State  should  be 
wrested  from  the  hands  of  the  farmers.  I  have  now 
before  me  a  pamphlet,  written  with  much  ability,  and 
addressed  "  To  the  Freemen  of  the  Agricultural  and 
Manufacturing  Interests  of  Rhode  Island."  This 
pamphlet,  which  was  printed  in  1829,  at  the  office  of 
the  Eepublican  Herald,  then  the  organ  of  the  demo- 
ci'atic  party,  alludes,  in  pointed  tenns,  to  "  the  efforts 
of  certain  political  adventurers "  to  deprive  the  agri- 
cultui'al  towns  of  the  predominant  influence  they  had 
so  long  exercised  in  the  public  counsels  of  the  State. 
It  is  somewhat  curious  to  remark  the  contrast  between 
the  Herald  of  1842,  and  the  Herald's  pamphlet  of 
1829.  Read  the  following  extracts  from  this  pamph- 
let, and  be  thankful  that  the  constitution  which  the 
insui'gents  are  endeavoring  to  overthrow,  by  acts  of 
usurpation  which,  if  canied  out,  must  end  in  acts  of 
force,  leaves  to  the  farmers  a  valued  relic  of  their  an- 
cient power.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  they 
will  be  overborne  by  numbers.  In  the  Senate,  how- 
ever, if  they  are  faithful  to  themselves,  they  may  be 
able  to  inteipose  a  check  upon  that  precipitate  or  op- 
pressive legislation,  into  which  the  representatives  of 
mere  numbers  are  liable  to  be  betrayed  : 

"  What,  then,  was  to  be  done  ?  What  ?  Why,  call 
a  convention,  and  establish  a  constitution  which  would 
give  them  representatives  according  to  their  popula- 
tion of  all  sorts.    The  population  of  the  manufactur- 
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ing  towns  was  increasing,  tliat  of  the  agricultural 
to^v'ns  was  diminishing,  and  would,  they  well  knew, 
be  still  further  diminished  when  the  contemplated  pro- 
hibitory system  of  protection  was  carried  completely 
into  effect.  This  measure  they  understood  would  se- 
cure eventually,  if  not  at  once,  a  majority  to  them  in 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives.  In  an  evil  hour  the 
General  Assembly  consented,  that  a  convention  should 
be  held  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  constitution,  but 
they  wisely  provided  that  the  country  towns  should 
send  the  same  number  of  delegates  to  the  convention, 
that  they  were  entitled  to  of  representatives  in  the 
General  Assembly.  The  convention  was  held,  b^lt 
from  the  organization  of  that  body,  the  scheme  of 
stripping  the  landed  interest  of  all  political  power, 
was  even  then  partially  defeated,  and  was  finally  com- 
pletely overthrown  when  the  constitution  proposed 
was  submitted  to  the  people." 

So  late  as  1829,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  above  ex- 
tract, the  legal  people,  the  qualified  voters  under  the 
existing  laws,  were  deemed,  even  by  the  democracy  of 
Rhode  Island,  as  the  only  people  to  whom  the  right 
pertained  to  "alter  or  abolish  the  government." 

The  General  Assembly  was  then  blamed  for  consent- 
ing to  the  call  of  a  convention,  for  the  pui-pose  of  form- 
ing a  constitution.  They  have  since  been  denounced  as 
despots,  because  they  would  not  recognize  a  convention, 
called  for  the  same  purpose,  by  a  small  minority,  acting 
"  without  law  and  against  law ! "  They  were  then  com- 
mended for  their  wisdom,  in  providing  that  each  town 
should  have  the  same  number  of  delegates  in  the  con- 
vention, as  it  had  repi'esentatives  in  the  General  As- 
sembly.   They  have  since  been  censured  for  injustice. 
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in  not  providing  that  to  tte  representatives  of  numbers, 
and  numbers  alone,  should  be  confided  the  momentous 
duty  of  framing  a  constitution  for  the  goveniment  of 
our  small  State.  They  have  since  been  blamed  for  not 
overlooking  the  fact  that  a  State  which  has  one  popu- 
lous city,  several  populous  towns,  and  a  large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  transient  population,  concentrated 
in  faetoiy  villages,  requires,  for  its  safety,  a  govern- 
ment under  which  numbers  alone,  and  such  numbers 
too,  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  county  of  Providence, 
should  not  be  allowed  fo  exercise,  without  cheek  or 
balance,  the  political  power  of  the  State.  As  to  all 
these  matters,  the  opinions  of  the  lai-ger  and  the  more 
influential  portion  of  the  old  democratic  pai-ty  have 
undergone  no  essential  change.  That  party  still  be- 
lieves that,  without  checks,  a  democracy  is  a  despot- 
ism; that  the  agricultural  interest  in  Rhode  Island 
ought,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  be  clothed  with  some 
power  to  protect  itself; — that  the  farmers,  spread  over 
a  great  extent  of  tenitory  and  seldom  interchanging 
political  opinions  with  each  other,  are  not  liable  to 
form  factious  combinations;  and  that  their  interest  in 
the  soil,  is  one  of  the  best  pledges  of  their  attachment 
to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  State. 

Should  the  misnamed  ii-iends  of  "Equal  Eights" 
succeed  in  their  profligate  efforts  to  overthrow  the 
legal  constitution,  and  to  establish  the  "  People's  Con- 
stitution "  on  its  ruins,  farewell,  a  long  farewell  to  the 
power  of  the  farmers !  This  city  and  every  factory 
village  in  the  State  would  teem  with  demagogues, 
who  would  make  it  their  vocation  to  mislead  and  to 
inflame  the  masses.  Every  ward  in  Providence,  would 
be  cursed  with  "lots"  of  them,  and  along  the  valley 
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of  the  Blackstone,  these  pests  of  a  popular  goveni- 
ment  would  be  found  "thick  as  the  leaves  which 
strew  the  brook  in  Vallambrosa's  vale  !  "  To  transfer 
the  political  power  of  Rhode  Island  to  demagogues 
and  to  arch  demagogues,  is  now  the  prime  object  of 
Thomas  W.  Dorr,  Dutee  J.  Pearce  &  Co.  Will  the 
old  fashioned  democracy  of  Rhode  Island  suffer  these 
men  to  triumph  in  such  a  cause,  and  by  the  use  of 
means  which  call  up  on  the  cheek  of  every  honest 
man  the  blush  of  shame,  for  those  who  have  trans- 
gressed beyond  the  reach  of  shame?  Quite  sure  I 
am,  they  will  not  be  frightened  from  their  propriety, 
by  the  denunciations  of  a  convention,  which  has 
usurped  a  popular  name,  in  order  to  mask  its  medi- 
tated aggi'ession  upon  the  great  cause  of  popular 
rights.  The  convention  lately  assembled  in  this  city, 
by  a  resolution  introduced  by  Doctor  Ballon,  and 
unanimously  adopted,  proscribed  certain  leading  and 
influential  democrats  as  having  forfeited,  by  their  al- 
liance with  "  the  foes  of  popular  liberty,  all  claim  to 
democratic  principles,  and  to  tlie  confidence  of  that 
party  in  this  State  and  of  the  Union  ! "  Heaven  help 
the  body  politic,  when  it  becomes  the  patient  of  such 
political  Doctors  !  Does  Doctor  Ballou  think  it  neces- 
sary to  "  be  particular  " — and  that  "  none  are  genuine, 
unless  marked "  T.  W.  D.  ?  If  he  thinks  thus,  why 
had  he  not  the  manliness  to  say  so  ?  If  he  knows 
who  these  recreant  democrats  are,  why  did  he  not 
"  take  the  responsibility "  of  naming  them  ?  The 
answer  is  obvious.  Neither  he  nor  the  convention 
dared  to  name  the  distinguished  men  whom  they  have 
thus  indirectly  proscribed. 

To  return,  however,  from  this  long  digression,  to  the 
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single  historical  fact  to  whicL  at  the  outset  I  wished 
more  particularly  to  direct  your  attention.  From  the 
death  of  Arthur  Fennei-  in  1805,  till  1839,  a  period 
of  thirty  four  years,  the  democratic  party  have  been 
in  the  ascendant  twenty  six  years.  Thus  has  the  reign 
of  quiet,  old  fashioned  democracy  in  Rhode  Island  ex- 
ceeded the  term  of  forty  years,  since  the  organization 
of  the  government  under  the  constitution  in  1789. 
This  is  the  historical  fact  to  which  your  attention  is 
invited ;  and  all  this  has  happened  notwithstanding 
the  old  Charter,  which,  in  the  slang  of  the  day,  is  so 
flippantly  denounced  as  royal,  aristocratic,  anti-demo- 
craetic ! 

The  late  convention  and  their  doings  furnish  abun- 
dant topics  for  animadversion.  They  will  not  in  the 
end  find  me  forgetful  of  the  notice  with  which  they 
have  honored  me  and  my  unpretending  efforts  to  do 
some  service  to  my  native  State.  At  present,  when 
great  interests  are  at  stake,  I  cannot  be  tempted  to  step 
aside  from  my  course,  to  retort  personalities.  My  pur- 
pose, in  these  essays,  and  my  only  pui-pose,  is  to  arouse 
my  fellow  citizens  to  a  just  consideration  of  the  duties 
and  the  dangers  of  the  present  crisis.  Dorr  and  his 
ruffians  fled  before  the  forces  which  Old  !Narragansett 
poured  forth  in  defence  of  liberty  and  law.  TYue  to 
the  name,  which  I  have  adopted,  I  shall  not  be  found 
to  quail  before  the  denunciations  of  any  convention 
which  has  assembled,  or  which  may  hereafter  assem- 
ble, to  uphold  the  TEAiTOE  and  his  cause. 

Old  Naeeagahsett. 
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THE   CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  VH. 
THE    DOREITE    CONVENTION    AND    ITS    DOINGS. 


To  THE  Members  op  the  Rhode  Island  Party: — 

Fellow  Citizens  ;— Let  us  examine,  briefly,  the 
composition  and  tte  doings  of  tlie  late  convention, 
held  in  this  city,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  "  re- 
organizing the  democratic  party  of  Rhode  Island." 
The  real  purpose  of  that  convention  you  can  be  at  no 
loss  to  understand.  It  was  neither  more  nor  less  than 
the  establishment,  by  means  allied  to  fraud,  and  which, 
if  pursued,  must  end  in  force,  of  the  misnamed  "  Peo- 
ple's Constitution,"  and  the  triumphant  return  to  this 
State  of  that  man  who  had  well  nigh  fastened  upon 
her  a  despotism,  and  drenched  her  soil  in  the  blood  of 
her  noblest  sons  !  Wrap  them  up  as  they  may  in  a 
phraseology  fitted  to  ensnare  the  unthinking,  these 
are  the  darling  objects  which  this  convention  sought, 
by  its  deliberations  and  its  votes,  to  accomplish. 
These  are  the  objects,  for  which  men,  dishonoring  the 
name  and  the  principles  of  democracy,  matured,  amid 
the  silence  and  the  gloom  of   midnight  hours,  their 


.^y  Google 


216  WKITINGS   OF   WILLIAM   G.    GODDARD. 

dark  conspiracy  against  the  peace  of  the  State,  and 
the  rights  of  the  people.  Every  thing  was  in  excel- 
lent keeping.  The  men  were  suited  to  the  work,  and 
the  work  was  suited  to  the  hour.  It  abhorred  the 
light  of  day — it  shmnk  from  the  gaze  of  honest  men. 
The  most  rabid  Dorrites  to  be  found  in  Rhode  Island 
were  the  ruling  spirits  of  the  convention.  The  accom- 
plices of  Dorr,  throughout  the  various  stages  of  his 
treason,  were  there.  Delegates  to  the  convention 
which  framed  the  so  called  People's  Constitution,  were 
there.  Members  of  the  foundry  legislature,  were 
there.  More  than  one  of  the  never-to-he-forgotten 
"nine  learned  lawyers,"  was  there.  Men  whom  no 
sad  experiences  can  teach  wisdom,  and  whom  no  lenity 
on  the  part  of  the  government  can  soften  into  contri- 
tion for  their  otfences,  were  there,  ready  to  begin  anew 
the  work  of  mischief,  perchance  of  violence,  which 
nothing,  it  seems,  but  their  pusillanimity  caused  them 
to  suspend. 

"Were  this  inqxiiry  into  the  composition  of  the  late 
convention  to  be  pushed,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
show  that  some  men  were  there,  who,  though  they  now 
proclaim  themselves  as  democrats,  are  fresh  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Whig  party.  The  log  cabin  lyrics  have 
hardly  died  away  upon  their  lips,  before  they  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  launch  the  thunderbolt  of  pro- 
scription at  the  heads  of  veteran  champions  in  the 
cause  of  democracy.  A  convention  thus  constituted, 
usurps  the  name  of  democratic,  in  the  hope  of  giving 
the  sanction  of  a  powerful  and  respectable  party  to 
principles  wliich  the  best  men  of  that  party  indig- 
nantly reprobate,  and  to  plans  of  revolutionary  vio- 
lence which  they  are  resolved  at  every  hazard  to  op- 
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pose.  The  device,  however,  is  too  clumsy  to  succeed. 
It  may,  in  some  cases,  seduce  weak  understandings  into 
error,  and,  in  others,  it  may  furnish  a  convenient  refuge 
for  pliant  consciences.  After  all,  it  will,  in  the  end, 
deceive  few  beside  those  who,  when  caught  in  such 
company,  must  inevitably  become  dupes,  and  those 
who  seek  not  so  much  a  knowledge  of  the  right,  as  a 
plausible  excuse  to  do  wrong. 

Since  the  members  of  the  late  Dorrite  convention 
have  assumed  to  themselves  the  captivating  title  of 
"  Democrats  and  friends  of  Equal  Rights,"  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  look  beyond  names  to  things,  and  to  in- 
quire whether  the  ardent  and  ostentatious  professions 
of  the  men  who  composed  that  convention,  are  illus- 
trated by  a  consistent  practice.  Let  us  appeal  to  such 
portions  of  the  record  of  their  proceedings  as  they 
have  permitted  to  see  the  light.  By  their  fraits  ye 
shall  know  them.  Do  men  gather  grapes  from  thorns, 
or  figs  of  thistles? 

During  the  sittings  of  this  convention,  assembled 
for  the  alleged  purpose  of  "re-organizing  the  demo- 
cratic party,"  the  following  were  among  the  Eesolu- 
tions  which  were  adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  in  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  the  right- 
ful Governor  of  this  State,  we  recognize  the  incorrupti- 
ble patriot,  sound  Democrat  and  unwavering  friend  of 
Equal  Eights. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  recommending  this  course,  (the 
registry  of  names)  and  in  order  to  avoid  all  doubt  or 
misconstruction  of  our  purposes,  we  explicitly  avow 
.our  object  to  be,  to  accomplish  in  a  satisfactm-y  man- 
ner, and  with  the  least  delay,  the  establishment  in 
fact,  as  well  as  in  right,  of  the  '  people's  constitution.' " 
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Here  at  least,  is  plain  language.  This  is  "going 
tlie  wliole  figure "  for  Dorr,  and  for  Dorr's  constitu- 
tion. This  is  an  endorsement  of  all  the  measures, 
whether  of  fraud  or  force,  which  were  connected  with 
his  rebellion  and  treason.  This  is  virtually  a  declara- 
tion that  Governor  King  is  a  usurper,  and  that  the 
existing  government,  in  the  defence  of  which  you  have 
poured  out  your  treasure,  and  were  ready  to  pour  out 
your  blood,  is  in  fact,  what  the  fugitive  rebel,  with 
characteristic  insolence,  has  pronounced  it  to  be,  "a 
military  despotism." 

All  this,  to  my  mind,  savors  more  of  Dorrism,  than 
of  democracy.  The  language  of  the  resolutions  above 
quoted,  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  object  which  the 
men  who  adopted  them  mean  to  accomplish.  "  Gov- 
ernor" Don-  and  the  "people's  constitution,"  they 
have  selected  as  watchwords  to  animate  the  revolu- 
tionary forces  in  the  coming  strife.  All  who  may  re- 
fuse t.0  embark  in  the  new  crusade,  to  which  the  revo- 
lutionary chief  has  summoned  his  vassals,  must  expect 
to  be  denounced,  in  the  language  of  Doctor  Ariel  Bal- 
lou's  famous  resolution,  as  *'  foes  to  popular  liberty," 
How  the  establishment  of  the  "  people's  constitution  " 
is  to  be  effected,  we  are  not  permitted  to  know.  The 
work,  it  seems,  is  to  be  done,  "  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner, and  with  the  least  delay  ! "  What  does  this  lan- 
guage import  ?  What  scheme  of  Jesuitism  or  of  usur- 
pation is  here  dimly  shadowed  forth,  in  phraseology 
so  vague,  that  none  but  the  faithful,  whose  gifts  and 
graces  enable  them  to  look  beyond  the  letter  to  the 
hidden  meaning,  are  able  to  understand  it  ?  In  what 
manner,  I  ask  again,  do  these  people  design  to  estab- 
lish, "  in  fact,"  the  "  people's  constitution  ? "    How  can 
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tliey  work  their  end,  wittout  "  delay,"  and  in  a  manner 
which  shall  be  "  satisfactory  "  to  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  law  ?  Do  they  seek  to  gain  political  power  under 
the  legal  constitution,  in  order  to  overthrow  it  ? 
"Would  they  proceed  to  trample  that  constitution  in 
the  dust,  with  the  oath  of  fidelity  which  it  requires 
them  to  take,  yet  wann  upon  their  lips  ?  Under  or- 
dinary circumstances,  to  put  siach  questions  would  con- 
vey an  insult  which  I  should  be  among  the  last  to  of- 
fer to  any  man  or  to  any  set  of  men.  But  the  lan- 
guage of  Dorr  and  of  his  followers,  though  it  deals  in 
obscure  hints  as  to  the  precise  means  to  be  employed, 
is  sufficiently  explicit  as  to  the  foul  end  to  be  accom- 
plished. A  great  public  mischief  is  meditated  by 
these  men.  This  we  know.  The  means  will,  in  all 
repects,  be  such  as  unscrupulous  men  can  use  with  the 
best  effect  in  the  prosecution  of  a  foul  end.  Of  one 
thing,  they  may  rest  assured.  !N"o  Ehode  Island  man, 
with  a  Khode  Island  heart  throbbing  in  his  bosom, 
would  remain,  under  the  circumstances  supposed,  a 
passive  spectator  of  an  act  of  political  turpitude, 
which  would  cover  him  with  eternal  dishonor,  and 
strip  him  of  all  security  for  life,  liberty  and  property. 
The  legal  constitution  provides  a  mode  in  which  it 
can  be  amended— a  mode  wisely  requiring  deliberation 
and  delay.  All  attempts  to  amend  or  to  change  it,  in 
any  other  mode,  would  be  an  exercise  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Power — the  substitution  of  the  ferocious  en- 
ergy of  jacobinism  for  the  wholesome  vigor  of  consti- 
tutional freedom.  If  these  men  really  intend,  and  their 
language  justifies  the  worst  suspicions,  ultimately  to 
resort  to  the  revolutionary  power,  in  order  to  fasten 
their  constitution  and  their  Governor  upon  ns,  let 
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them  lay  aside  their  deceptive  talk  about  accomplish- 
ing theii'  iniquitous  schemes  "  in  a  satisfactory  manner." 
Let  them,  like  bold,  had  men,  declare,  in  words  not  to 
be  misunderstood,  by  what  means  they  are  resolved  to 
consummate  the  work  of  treason.  Let  them  not  skulk 
behind  constitutional  forms,  in  order  to  gather  strength 
to  violate  great  constitutional  principles.  Whenever 
the  people  of  this  State  may  exercise  their  sovereign 
power,  in  amending  the  legal  constitution,  according 
to  the  mode  which  they  themselves  have  prescribed  in 
that  constitution,  they  will  find  not  a  man  of  the 
Ehode  Island  party  disposed  to  thwart  their  will. 
But  woe  be  to  the  man,  and  woe  be  to  the  party,  who 
may  attempt,  either  by  chicane,  or  by  force,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  constitution,  which  the  majority  of  the 
people  have  never  adopted,  and  to  which,  if  the  blood 
of  heroic  sires  yet  flows  in  their  veins,  they  will  never 
tamely  submit ! 

Fellow  Citizens: — Ponder  these  resolutions,  on 
which  it  is  impossible  to  comment  without  indigna- 
tion, and  then  judge  for  youreelves,  whether  they  are 
animated  by  the  spirit  of  democracy  or  by  the  spirit  of 
Dorrism,  Judge  ye,  likewise,  for  yourselves,  whether 
the  men  who  guided  the  counsels  of  that  convention 
are  concerned  to  re-organize  the  democratic  party  npon 
old  fashioned  democratic  principles,  and  under  old 
fashioned  leaders,  or  whether  they  have  sought  the 
alliance  of  a  desperate  faction,  and  have  pledged 
themselves  to  sustain  the  fortunes  of  a  desperate  man. 

Hereafter,  I  may  again  call  your  attention  to  this 
Convention  and  its  doings.  For  the  present,  however, 
let  me  exhort  you  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  pres- 
ent.   Take  good  care  that,  before  to-morrow's  sun  has 
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set,  every  friend  to  law  and  order,  witliin  the  limits  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  is  entitled,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  to  vote,  shall  have  qualified  himself  to 
vote!  This  is  the  paramount  duty  of  the  present 
hour!  If  you  neglect  to  do  it  now,  remember  that 
your  neglect  wiU  be  without  remedy.  Towards  the 
fature,  I  look  with  a  strong  and  cheerful  confidence. 
It  can  never  be,  that  the  people  of  Ehode  Island,  who 
have  perilled  and  who  have  endured  so  much  in  the 
cause  of  constitutional  freedom,  will  fail  to  win  for 
that  caiase  a  final  triumph.  It  can  never  be,  that  a 
patriotic  and  a  gallant  people  are  doomed  to  pass 
under  the  domination  of  men  whose  principles  are 
revolutionary,  and  whose  rule  would  not  only  oppress, 
but  dislonor  m  q^^  Naeraoahsht. 
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ITS  DAJSGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.   VIII. 
[IE    DOEIMTE    CONVENTION    AND    ITS    DOi: 


To  THE  Members  oe  the  Rhode  Island  Paktt: — 

Fellow  Citizens:— The  extraordinary  pains  which 
the  Revolutionists  take,  in  order  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple of  Rhode  Island  that  they,  and  that  they  alone. 
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s  and  friends  of  equal  rights,"  ought  to 
awaken  your  suspicions.  Men  who  deserve  a  good 
name,  never  ostentatiously  proclaim  their  own  merits, 
nor  do  they  seek  to  derogate,  in  a  censorious  or  pre- 
scriptive spirit,  from  the  merits  of  others.  Men  who 
are  the  acknowledged  representatives  of  great  prin- 
ciples do  not  find  it  necessary  to  "  define  their  posi- 
tion," or  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  vindication  of  their 
fidelity  to  great  principles.  Those,  however,  who  oc- 
cupy a  doubtful  position,  are  apt  to  be  full  of  nervous 
agitation,  lest  the  pompous  claims  which  they  set  up 
should  not  obtain  general  acknowledgment.  These 
remarks,  the  truth  of  which  is  obvious  to  every  ob- 
server of  character  and  manners,  are  signally  illustrated 
by  the  doings  of  the  Dorrite  Convention,  lately  as- 
sembled in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  trampling 
down  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  Rhode  Island. 
These  men,  admonished  by  that  conscience  which  even 
guilt  cannot  bribe  into  silence,  that  they  were  about 
to  engage  in  a  nefarious  scheme,  took_  counsel  of  their 
cunning.  They  voted  themselves,  by  acclamation,  to 
be  "  democrats  and  friends  of  equal  rights,"  and,  in 
beautiful  consistency  with  the  tolerant  spirit  of  true 
democracy,  they  voted  that  all  those  who  would  not 
go  with  them  to  the  death  for  Doit  and  for  Dorr's 
constitution,  were  no  democrats,  but  were  whigs,  "  foes 
to  popular  liberty,"  aristocrats,  "  Algerines ! " 

Mark,  fellow  citizens,  with  what  practised  skill 
these  pure  and  gentle  democrats  use  the  language  of 
obloquy  and  proscription!  When  they  calumniate, 
how  rapturous  are  their  hyperboles — when  they  de- 
nounce, with  what  vehemence  do  they  mount  into 
climax !    All  this,  to  my  mind,  savors  very  little  of 
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democracy  or  of  equal  rights.  It  looks  vastly  more 
like  the  reorganization  of  the  rebel  forces  of  Thomas 
"W.  Don',  than  of  the  reorganization  of  the  old  fash- 
ioned democratic  party  of  Rhode  Island,  upon  demo- 
cratic principles,  and  under  democratic  leaders.  This 
convention,  in  order  still  further  to  mask  their  evil 
designs,  go  into  a  sort  of  post  mortem  examination  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  old  federal  party,  which 
have  long  since  become  matters  of  history.  In  an 
address  adopted  by  the  convention,  which  measures 
many  feet,  if  not  yards,  in  length,  and  which,  in  one 
of  these  short  days,  no  man  ought  to  be  expected  to 
read,  Dexter  Eandall  comes  forth,  "  with  his  bow  and 
arrow,"  to  slay  the  giants  of  other  days !  Most  un- 
fortunate is  his  attack  upon  the  giants  of  other  days  ! 
Most  unfortunate  is  his  attack  upon  the  fame  of  the 
elder  Adams,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported the  Declaration  of  the  American  Independence ! 
now  tortured  by  Dorr  and  his  accomplices  into  a  plausi- 
ble defence  of  rebellion  and  treason ;  the  elder  Adams, 
whom  Mr.  Jefferson,  speaking  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  pronounced  "  the  pillar  of  its  support 
on  the  floor  of  Congress  ;  its  ablest  advocate  and  de- 
fender against  the  multifarious  assaults  it  encoun- 
tered ! " 

Hardly  more  fortunate  is  Mr.  Eandall  in  his  attempt 
to  fasten  upon  the  character  of  Hamilton,  one  of  the 
ablest  champions  of  constitutional  freedom  which  the 
world  has  yet  seen,  the  reproach  of  preferring  either 
monarchy  or  aristocracy  to  republicanism.  "The  es- 
sential criteria  of  a  government  purely  republican,  are 
that  the  principal  organs  of  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive departments  shall  be  elected  by  the  people,  and 
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hold  tlieir  offices  by  a  responsible  and  temporary  or 
defeasible  tenure."  Hamilton  never  favored  any  plan 
of  government  inconsistent  with  this  truly  republican 
theory ;  and  if  he  sinned  against  republicanism  in  the 
proposition  which  he  submitted  to  the  General  Con- 
vention, touching  the  constitution  of  the  executive  de- 
partment of  the  government,  James  Madison  was  not 
less  guilty,  for,  on  this  question,  he  voted  on  the  same 
side  with  Hamilton  !  Not  even  Dexter  Randall  will 
dare  to  draw  into  question  the  republicanism  of  James 
Madison,  the  illustrious  associate  of  Hamilton  and 
Jay,  in  the  work  of  expounding  and  defending  that 
constitution  which  binds  these  States  together  !  On 
the  past,  however,  I  can  no  longer  dwell.  Our  in- 
terests are  with  the  present— our  business  is  with  the 
present.  Let  us,  then,  look  a  little  further  into  the 
doings  of  this  self  styled  democratic  convention,  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  how  well  these  doings  square 
with  the  theory  of  democracy. 

This  convention,  it  will  be  recollected,  sat  with 
closed  doors,  and  they  brooded,  at  midnight  hours, 
over  their  schemes  of  disorganization  and  anai'chy. 
They  claimed  to  defend  the  rights  and  to  be  endowed 
with  the  power  of  the  people,  and  yet  they  excluded 
the  people  from  their  sittings,  with  that  jealous  vigi- 
lance which  distinguishes  the  rule  of  despots.  And 
yet  more.  Not  only  did  they  bar  their  doors  against 
the  intrusions  of  the  "  sovereignty,"  but  they  appointed 
a  select  committee  (John  S.  Hai-i-is  being  chairman) 

*'  TO   DECIDE  WHAT   PART  OE  THEIE   PEOCEEDIXGS    SHOULD 

BE  PUBLISHED  ! "  If  this  be  democracy,  it  is  democracy 
of  a  new  school.  It  may  beai'  the  image  of  C^sar, 
but  it  derives  naught  of  its  form  or  pressiwe  from  the 
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people.  It  may  shelter  itself  under  an  imposing  name, 
"bnt  it  is  without  even  a  particle  of  that  inspiration 
which  springs  from  an  attachment  to  popular  free- 
dom, and  which  cannot  exist  without  it. 

This  convention  has  permitted  the  following  reso- 
lution to  see  the  light.  And  amost  extraordinary  res- 
olution it  must  be  deemed  by  all  who  are  not  in- 
structed in  the  new  doctrines  of  "  equal  rights  ! " 

"  Resolved,  That  this  convention  reprobate  and  con- 
demn the  course  pursued  by  the  Post  Master  and  Col- 
lector of  the  city  of  Providence,  the  Marshal  of  the 
district  of  Rhode  Island,  and  all  other  officers  under 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  this  State, 
who  armed  themselves  and  searched  the  houses  of  the 
free  citizens  of  this  State,  and  in  contravention  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  taking  from  peace- 
able citizens  their  arms ;  and  generally  in  lending  their 
personal  aid  to  crush  and  stifle  the  doings  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  State  as  expressed  in  the 
adoption  of  the  People's  Constitution." 

We  aj-e  told  by  one  of  the  organs  of  the  revolution- 
ary faction,  that,  "after  some  evidence  produced  by 
members  of  the  convention  to  substantiate  the  correct- 
ness of  its  allegations,  this  resolution  passed  unani- 
mously." We  are  likewise  told,  that  a  copy  of  the 
same,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretaries,  was  or- 
dered to  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States !  If  this  resolution  does  not  savor  more  of 
jacobinism  than  of  democracy,  I  have  yet  to  learn 
what  is  jacobinism  and  what  is  democracy. 

Fellow  Citizens : — Weigh  well  the  impoi-t  and  the 
bearings  of  this  resolution.  Mark  the  spirit  which 
animates  it ;  look  at  the  flagrant  violation  of  all  leo-al 


.^y  Google 


226  wRiTisr.s  or  willtam  g.  goddard. 

and  constitutional  principles  which  it  .involves.  A 
l)ody  of  men  take  it  upon  themselves  to  accuse,  to  try 
and  to  condemn,  in  a  secret  session,  and  under  the 
shades  of  night,  a  number  of  their  fellow  citizens,  for 
grave  oftences  affecting  both  their  official  and  their 
personal  charactei-s.  The  alleged  culprits  are  allowed 
no  opportunities  of  defending  themselves ;  they  are 
not  even  peimitted  to  know,  in  advance,  that  they 
have  provoked  the  vengeance  of  jacobinism ;  their 
trial  is  conducted  in  a  manner  so  summary,  and  ac- 
cording to  forms  so  unusual,  as  hardly  to  be  reconciled 
with  any  well  established  principle  of  "  equal  rights." 
Those  who  accuse,  and  those  who  witness  against 
them,  are  both  jurors  and  judges.  Imitating,  some- 
what closely,  the  jacobin  clubs  of  revolutionary 
memory  in  Paris,  our  Ehode  Island  revolutionists  are 
determined  to  be  embarrassed  by  no  legal  forms,  either 
when  they  attempt  to  trample  down  constitutions  or 
to  blast  private  and  official  characters.  Why  was  this 
resolution  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ? 
The  people  of  these  United  States  have  confided  the 
power  of  removal  from  office  to  the  President,  and  to 
the  President  alone;  and  the  whole  theory  of  our 
government  supposes  him  to  exercise  that  important 
power,  heedless  alike  of  the  clamors  and  the  denun- 
ciations of  any  body  of  men  who,  by  such  means,  may 
seek  to  influence  him. 

What,  my  fellow  citizens,  ai-e  to  become  of  the 
rights  of  individuals,  or  of  minorities,  if  this  Dorrite 
convention  is  to  become  a  pattern  convention  ?  It 
has  rushed  madly  from  its  sphere,  and  it  threatens  to 
lif'ht  up,  within  our  borders,  another  conflagration. 
Professing  the  most  ardent  attachment  to  democracy, 
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and  to  equal  rights,  it  seeks  to  bring  in,  by  the 
exercise  of  the  revohitionary  power,  the  reign  of 
anarchy,  wliieh  endangers  all  rights.  "We  have  had 
qiaite  enough  of  these  men,  and  more  than  enough  of 
their  leader — quite  enough  of  the  doctrines  which 
they  preach,  and  of  the  spirit  which  they  breathe. 
Let  us,  then,  continue  fii-m  in  our  purpose  to  maintain 
the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  Ehode  Island,  Let 
us  stand  finnly  upon  our  "  equal  i-ights."  Let  us  il- 
lustrate our  democracy,  by  a  consistent  regard  for  the 
principle  of  democracy ;  by  an  exemplary  respect  for 
the  rights  of  individuals  and  of  minorities ;  by  efforts 
to  accomplish  the  greatest  good  of  the  whole ;  by  ap- 
peals to  the  reason,  and  not  to  the  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  the  end,  we  cannot  fail  to  succeed.  Already, 
I  seem  to  hear,  in  the  distance,  those  shouts  of  tri- 
umph which,  on  the  first  "Wednesday  of  April  next, 
the  ti"ue  champions  of  constitutional  freedom  will 
send  forth  from  every  hill  top  in  the  land  of  Roger 
Williams,  to  meet  responsive  echoes  from  the  shores 
of  our  emerald  Isle,  and  from  every  farm  house  and 

hamlet  in  the  domain  of  ^      -.-r 

Old  JNaeragahsett. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  JANUAEY  9,  : 


THE   CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  IS. 
;    DORRITE    CONVENTION    AND    ITS    DOINGS. 


To  THE  Members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Party  :— 

Fellow  Citizens  : — ^The  persons  wlio  composed  the 
Revolutionary  Convention,  which  lately  held  its  se- 
cret midnight  sessions  in  this  city,  are  never  weary  of 
proclaiming  themselves  as  "the  friends  of  democracy 
and  of  equal  rights  ! "  The  very  imperfect  examina- 
tion to  which  I  have  suljjected  such  of  their  doings  as 
they  graciously  permitted  to  lie  published  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  sovereignty,  must  have  satisfied  evei-y 
candid  mind,  that  these  men  have  violated,  over  and 
over  again,  and  in  the  grossest  manner,  the  very  prin- 
ciples of  which  they  claim  to  be  the  exclusive  cham- 
pions, Not  satisfied  with  denouncing  as  "  foes  to  popu- 
lar liberty,"  such  men  as  James  Fenner,  John  Brown 
Francis,  Elisha  Mathewson,  Nathan  Brown,  Nathaniel 
Bulloct,  Judge  "Westcott,  Judge  Howard,  Judge 
Branch,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Colonel  Barber,  and  other 
old  fashioned  democrats,  they  hurled  at  "  Old  Nan-ar 
gansett "  a  bolt  of  vengeance,  in  the  shape  of  the  fol- 
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lowing  resolution,  which  is  here  subjoined,  stripped  of 
none  of  those  typographical  embellislimcnts,  which 
graced  its  first  appearance  in  the  columns  of  the 
"  Providence  Express  : " 

"  Resolved,  That  we  hold  the  late  exposition  of  the 
whig  policy,  as  indicated  in  the  polluted  columns  of 
the  Journal,  over  the  signature  of  "  Narragansett,"  de- 
nouncing the  friends  of  Democracy  and  Equal  Rights, 
as  "Insurgents  and  French  Jacobins,"  because  they 
have  resolved  to  redress  their  grievances  and  assert 
their  rights,  by  complying  peaceably  with  the  steps 
prescribed  by  the  government  itself — as  the  phrenzied 
essays  of  an  alanned  Aristocrat — ensconced  in  "  Leis- 
ure and  Education,"  by  an  accidental  acquisition  of 
wealth-— as  insurrectionary  in  their  tendency,  and  un- 
worthy of  imitation." 

I  advert  to  this  resolution,  my  fellow  citizens,  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  you  to  mai'k  its  spirit,  and  to 
observe  under  what  adroit  fonns  of  expression  the 
convention  attempt  to  shelter  from  the  indignation  of 
the  people  their  meditated  revolutionary  aggression 
upon  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  people.  Mark,  I 
say,  the  spirit  of  this  resolution.  How  oddly  it  con- 
trasts with  the  doctrine  of  "  equal  rights ! "  How  it 
smacks  of  the  fanatical  fervor  and  the  vengeful  hate 
of  the  jacobin  clubs  of  Paris,  who  vociferated  aristo- 
crat to-day,  and  a  la  lanterne  to-mon'ow!  If  these 
men  think  that  injustice  is  done  them  by  a  comparison 
which  I  have  more  than  once  insinuated,  let  them  look 
into  the  first  two  volumes  of  Alison's  History  of  Europe, 
and  they  will  be  amazed  to  discover  in  how  many  points 
they  resemble  the  jacobins  of  revolutionary  France.  In 
courage,  I  admit,  they  fall  far  behind  their  Gallic  pro- 
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totype ;  but  in  falsehood,  vindictiveness,  and  cunning ; 
in  the  skill  with  which  they  addi'ess  the  worst  pas- 
sions, and  in  their  power  of  attracting  to  their  stand- 
ard the  worst  men,  the  revolutionists  of  Rhode  Island 
are  not  greatly  surpassed  by  the  revolutionists  of 
Fraiace.  They  have  shown  themselves  to  be  moved 
by  the  same  spirit  which  ultimately  proved  fatal  to 
the  liberties  of  Finance— the  same  spirit,  which,  in  the 
name  of  democracy  and  equal  rights,  brought  upon 
her  the  fearful  evils  of  anarchy,  and  forced  her,  at  the 
last,  to  seek  repose  in  despotism.  These  men  must  not 
act  like  jacobins,  and  then  affect  to  be  indignant,  be- 
cause they  are  called  by  their  right  name.  They  are 
termed  "Insurgents,"  and  they  are  likened  to  "French 
Jacobins,"  not  because  they  "  have  resolved  to  redress 
their  grievances,  and  assert  their  rights,  by  complying 
peaceably  with  the  steps  prescribed  by  the  govern- 
ment itself,"  but  because  they  still  uphold  the  fortunes 
of  that  man  who,  on  two  occasions,  arrayed  an  aimed 
mob  against  his  fellow  citizens,  and  who  is  resolved 
that  Ehode  Island  shall  have  no  rest  till,  by  force  or 
by  fraud,  his  constitution  is  established!  They  are 
termed  "  Insurgents,"  and  they  are  likened  unto 
"French  Jacobins,"  because  they  avow  their  deter- 
mination to  obtain  political  power  under  the  legal 
constitution,  for  the  express  purpose  of  trampling  it 
under  foot, — thus  plunging  the  State  into  all  the  evils 
of  anarchy,  and  perchance  into  all  the  horrors  of  a 
revolution !  They  comply  peaceably  with  the  steps 
prescribed  by  the  government  itself !  What  honied 
words  are  these  !  Can  it  be  that  under  the  tongue  of 
these  men  there  lurks  the  poison  of  asps  ? 

When,  let  me    ask    them,   did  the  government  of 


.^y  Google 


THE  CRISIS.  231 

Rhode  Island  ever  prescribe  any  steps  by  wliich  its 
own  destrnction  should  become  inevitable  ?  These 
men  have,  again  and  again,  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner, avowed  their  determination  to  establish  the  peo- 
ple's constitution — not  by  the  slow  and  cautious 
"  steps  "  which  the  legal  constitution,  in  its  chapter  on 
amendments  "  prescribes,"  but  by  some  summary  pro- 
cess, which  they  cunningly  forbear  to  explain.  If, 
however,  any  one  has  a  tittle  of  doubt  what  sort  of 
"  steps "  these  men  mean  to  take,  in  order  to  accom- 
plish their  purpose,  let  fiim  appeal  not  only  to  the 
records  of  the  late  convention,  but  to  the  records  of 
every  primary  meeting  which  has  echoed  the  voice  of 
that  convention,  and  he  will  doubt  no  longer  !  They 
talk  about  democracy — about  the  redress  of  grievances 
— and  the  assertion  of  their  rights — but,  after  all,  the 
work  which  they  are  pledged  to  do  is  the  work  of 
revolution — the  spirit  which  they  invoke  is  the  spiiit 
of  revolution — the  instruments  which  they  employ  are 
the  instruments  of  revolution — the  calamities  which 
they  would  bi'ing  upon  us  are  the  calamities  of  revo- 
lution ! 

At  a  crisis  like  the  present,  when  the^very  frame 
work  of  our  social  edifice  is  threatened  with  destruc- 
tion, I  cannot  be  induced  to  turn  aside  from  my  pur- 
pose, to  retort  the  personalities  in  which  this  conven- 
tion has  seen  fit  to  indulge.  On  one  point,  however, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  say  a  word.  These 
humble  essays  have  no  claim  whatsoever  to  be  consid- 
ered as  "  an  exposition  of  the  whig  policy."  They  are 
written  without  concert  witii  any  man  or  with  any 
set  of  men — and  by  one  too,  who,  though  enjoying  no 
political  distinction  and  aspiring  to  none — is  not  dis- 
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posed  to  yield  a  hair's  breadfh  of  those  "  equal  rights  " 
which  can  be  secure  only  under  the  protection  of  lib- 
erty and  law.  Belonging  to  the  mass  of  the  people, 
and  sympathizing  with  them,  I  have  felt  both  indig- 
nant and  "  alarmed "  at  the  sort  of  instrumentality 
which  a  few  selfish  politicians  in  this  State  are  employ- 
ing to  effect  their  purposes.  They  thirst  for  political 
power,  and  they  employ  in  their  service  those  whose 
rapacity  they  have  stimulated  with  the  hopes  of  plun- 
der, and  those  whose  passions  they  have  exasperated 
for  the  work  of  vengeance. 

They  unblushingly  declare,  too,  that  they  mean  to  use 
the  forms  of  the  constitution,  in  order  to  perpetrate 
their  meditated  outrage  upon  the  great  principles  of 
constitutional  freedom.  I  take  comfort,  however,  in 
the  prospect  before  us.  I  rejoice  in  the  cheering  evi- 
dences presented  on  every  side  that  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island  are  resolved  to  administer  a  scorching 
rebuke  to  the  revolutionary  faction  ;  and  to  maintain, 
at  every  hazard,  the  legal  constitution,  "till  it  is 
changed  by  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole 
people." 

Fellow  Citizens  :^I  have  now  done  with  this  Revo- 
lutionaiy  Convention  and  its  doings,  and  I  shall 
gladly  pass  to  other  themes.  The  men  who  composed 
that  Convention  knew  very  well  what  they  were 
about ;  and  they  knew  very  well  that  the  publication 
of  all  their  proceedings  would  revolt  the  moral  sense 
of  those  whom  they  are  trying  to  deceive.  They  have 
become  somewhat  alarmed  at  the  issue  which  they 
have  made.  Hence,  their  recent  efforts  to  wrap  it  up, 
and  to  represent  the  pending  controversy  as  an  ordi- 
nary controversy  between  political  parties — as  a  sim- 
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pie  question  whether  a  Whig  or  a  Democrat  shall  be 
our  next  Governor;  whether  this  or  that  political 
party  shall  manage  the  affairs  of  the  State.  Were 
this,  in  fact,  the  true  issue  which  these  men  have  made 
up,  for  one,  I  should  be  little  concerned  how  it  should 
be  decided.  Let  these  men  stand  to  their  original 
words.  Let  them  not  seek  to  shelter  themselves  be- 
hind ambiguities  of  language,  now  that  they  have  dis- 
covered that  ambiguities  of  language  are  needed  to 
conceal  a  desperate  purpose.  Let  them  not  hope  to 
come  over  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  by  soft  talk 
about  "  democi-acy  and  equal  rights."  They  dare  to 
talk  of  democracy  and  equal  rights,  when  they  ai-e 
bent  on  establishing  principles  which  would  soon  con- 
vert democracy  into  despotism,  and  leave  the  people 
without  the  slightest  legal  protection  for  any  Right  I 
They  complain  of  proscnption  when  they  denounce 
and  proscribe  every  man,  be  he  distinguished  or  be  he 
humble,  who  will  not  consent  to  dance  to  their  revo- 
lutionary pipe ! 

The  true  issue  between  us  and  our  opponents  can- 
not be  too  otlen  presented.  It  admits  of  no  compro- 
mise ;  it  disdains  all  neutrality  ;  it  involves  whatever 
is  dear  to  us  as  free  citizens  and  as  free  men.  Let  this 
momentous  issue  never  be  absent  from  your  thoughts. 
The  coming  strife  is  not  for  political  power,  to  be  ex- 
ercised in  an  ordinary  manner,  under  the  ordinary 
legal  and  constitutional  forms.  Far  otherwise.  It  is 
a  strife  between  antagonist  principles  lying  at  the  very 
foundation  of  all  regularly  organized  political  society ; 
a  strife  between  AWAitcHY  and  goverkjient  ;  between 
KEVOLUTION  and  law;  between  dejiocbacy  and  jaco- 
binism; between  the  people  and  the  mob  !     Never,  for 
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one  moment,  have  I  desponded  concerning  the  futnre ; 
and  I  have  now  no  solicitude  except  that  we  should 
vindicate  our  cause,  by  a  majority  so  commanding 
as  forever  to  terminate  a  conflict  which  has  so  fear- 
fully agitated  the  State — which  has  injured  her  hest 
interests,  and  sullied  her  bright  name. 

Old  Naeeagansett. 


PEOVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  JANUARY  1 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS   DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  X. 


To  THE  Memtbees  OF  THE  Rhode  Island  Partt  : 

Fellow  Citizens  : — One  of  the  organs  of  the  revo- 
lutionary party  in  this  State,  with  an  effrontery  al- 
most amusing,  stoutly  affirms  that  the  legal  constitu- 
tion "was  artfully  contrived  in  such  a  manner,  that 
the  large  manufacturers  should  control  all  elections  !  " 
This  complaint  comes  with  an  exceeding  ill  grace  fi-om 
those  who,  all  along,  have  sought  to  fasten  upon  the 
people  of  Eliode  Island  a  constitution,  which  would 
have  forever  destroyed  the  political  importance  of  the 
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agricultural  interest ;  from  those  who  used  the  term 
landholder  as  a  teim  of  reproach,  and  who  so  con- 
trived their  constitution  as  to  ei'ect  a  sort  of  cog  wheel 
aristocracy  upon  the  ruins  of  what  they  courteously 
denounced  as  "  the  aristocracy  of  sand  and  gravel !  " 
During  every  stage  of  the  controversy  in  this  State, 
respecting  the  extension  of  suffrage,  the  Rhode  Island 
party  straggled,  with  all  their  might,  to  preserve  to 
the  farmers,  justly  deemed  to  be  a  conservative  interest, 
a  substantial  control  in  the  direction  of  our  public  af- 
fairs. In  this  matter,  the  Rhode  Island  party  did 
what  they  could  do,  under  the  strong  conviction,  that 
political  power  can  be  safely  intrusted  to  such  hands. 
It  is  not  the  fault  of  that  party  that  they  did  not 
do  moi'e  to  give  the  agricultural  interest  the  means  not 
only  of  defending  itself,  but  of  infusing  into  the  legis- 
lation of  the  State,  that  spirit  of  eq[uity,  moderation 
and  economy,  which,  in  an  especial  manner,  character- 
izes those  who  own  the  soil  and  live  by  the  soiL 
Were  the  revolutionists  sincere  in  deprecating  the  as- 
cendency of  the  manufacturing  interest  in  the  politics 
of  Rhode  Island,  they  would  be  gi'ateful  to  those  who 
framed  and  to  those  who  adopted  the  legal  constitu- 
tion, for  doing  all  that  they  could  do  to  prevent  either 
"large  manufacturers"  or,  what  is  no  better,  small 
manufacturer's,  from  controlling  all  elections.  Let  us, 
briefly,  examine  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  so 
called  "  people's  constitution,"  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining whether  or  not  it  erected  any  barriers 
against  the  predominant  influence  of  the  manufac- 
turers, great  or  small,  and  whether  it  provided  the 
farmers  with    any  effective   power   to    defend  them- 
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In  the  first  place,  fellow  citizens,  examine  the  arti- 
cle in  the  "  people's  constitution  "  respecting  "  Elec- 
tors and  the  Right  of  Suffrage,"  and  after  comparing 
it  with  the  article  on  the  same  subject  in  the  legal 
constitution,  judge  for  yourselves,  which  constitution 
furnishes  the  most  security  against  the  irregular  exer- 
cise of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  great  manufacturers, 
and  against  the  no  less  dangerous  ascendency  of  that 
floating  population  which  is  to  he  found  in  our  large 
towns  aud  factory  villages. 

The  "people's  constitution"  declares  that  "Every 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years,  who  has  resided  in  this  State  for 
one  year,  and  in  any  town,  city  or  district  of  the  same 
for  six  months  next  preceding  the  election  at  which  he 
oft'ers  to  vote,  shall  he  an  elector  of  all  officers  who  are 
elected,  or  may  hereafter  he  made  eligible  by  the  peo- 
ple." This  provision  would  entail  universal  suffrage, 
or  what  is  nest  to  universal  suffrage,  upon  a  State 
which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  its  population,  a  large 
majority  being  concentrated  in  manufacturing  towns 
and  districts,  could  ill  bear  the  effects  of  a  system  of 
suffrage  so  widely  extended.  This  provision  would 
admit  foreigners  of  all  sorts  to  vote  upon  the  same 
terms  as  native  citizens;  and  when  the  facilities  of 
naturalization,  provided  by  our  laws,  are  taken  into 
account,  it  would  virtually  place  the  whole  political 
power  of  the  State  in  the  hands  of  men,  who  are  com- 
paratively sti'angers  to  the  working  of  popular  insti- 
tutions;— who  are  governed  more  by  passion  than  by 
reason,  and  who,  in  an  especial  manner,  are  liable  to 
come  under  the  "  malign  influences  "  of  the  demagogue. 
With  a  suffrage  thus  extended,  what  would  become  of 
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the  farmei's  of  North  Providence,  Cumberland  and 
Warwick  ?  Who  would  wield,  now  and  in  all  future 
time,  the  political  power  of  this  city,  already  too  great 
for  its  own  good  and  the  good  of  the  State  ?  How, 
under  such  auspices,  would  fare  the  quiet  farmers  of 
Rhode  Island,  Conanicut  and  Prudence,  and  the  no 
less  quiet  farmers  who  feed  turkeys  and  hoe  com  in 
old  Narragausett  ?  It  is  sufficient  to  put  these  ques- 
tions. They  admit  of  but  one  answer ;  and  that  an- 
swer is  too  obvious  to  be  given.  It  may  be  said  that, 
in  all  these  respects,  the  legal  constitution  is  not  much 
better  than  the  "people's."  Examine  it,  and  decide 
for  yourselves.  If  the  former  be  not,  in  this  respect, 
what  the  conservative  party  in  this  State  could  wish, 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  is  the  best  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  could  be  obtained.  Im- 
mensely superior  to  the  "people's  constitution,"  it 
must  be  deemed  by  every  man  who  deprecates  the 
concentration  of  all  political  power  in  a  few  manufac- 
turing towns — which  towns  would,  in  the  end,  inevita- 
bly be  swayed  by  the  worst  demagogues  in  the  State. 
Examine,  in  the  next  place,  my  fellow  citizens,  the 
"people's  constitution"  and  the  legal  constitution,  in 
respect  to  the  organization  of  the  legislative  depai-t- 
ment.  The  construction  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives being  substantially  the  same  under  both  consti- 
tutions, let  us  look  at  the  construction  of  the  Senate 
under  both ;  for,  here,  lies  the  distinctive  excellence  of 
the  legal  constitution ;  here,  and  in  its  chapter  relating 
to  amendments,  is  to  be  found  its  decided  superiority 
to  that  instrument  which  the  revolutionists  are  now 
seeking  to  fasten  upon  you.  According  to  the  "  peo- 
ple's  constitution,"  the   Senate    consists  of   twelve, 
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I  annually  in  twelve  senatorial  districts,  fixed  by 
tie  constitution,  and  so  fixed  that  the  manufacturers 
would  always  be  next  to  certain  to  obtain  a  majority. 
According  to  the  legal  constitution,  the  Senate  con- 
sists of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  of  one  Senator 
from  each  town  or  city  in  the  State.  The  advantages 
of  this  organization  are  too  apparent  to  require  more 
than  a  cursory  notice. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Senate,  from  its  increased 
size,  will  become  a  deliberative  body,  in  which  the 
merits  of  questions,  affecting  the  public  welfai-e,  wUl 
undergo  the  ordeal  of  able  and  searching  debate. 
Owing  to  the  same  cause,  and  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
founded  on  different  principles  from  the  House,  it  will 
feel  itself  to  be,  and  in  fact,  it  will  be,  a  more  effective 
check  upon  the  House,  which  is  constituted  on  the 
basis  of  population.  In  the  second  place,  in  a  Senate 
thus  elected,  the  minority,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, will  always  be  represented  ;  and  that  minority 
may  be  large.  In  the  third  place,  a  Senate  composed 
of  over  thirty  members,  representing  different  in- 
terests, is  most  too  large,  and  would  probably  be  found 
most  too  impracticable,  to  be  hovered  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  whoever  the  Governor  might  be. 
The  Senate  might  rule  the  one  man.  The  one  man 
could  hardly  hope  to  rule  the  Senate  ! '  In  the  fourth 
place,  the  Senate,  under  the  legal  constitution,  is  so  or- 
ganized, that  the  agricultural  towns  and  districts,  if 
they  are  true  to  themselves,  will  have  the  power  of 
protecting  themselves. 

If  a  majority  of  the  House,  representing  the  masses 
in  Providence,  Smithfield,  Cumberland,  North  Provi- 
dence, Warwick,  <fec.,  are  disposed,  in  the  exercise  of 
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their  power,  to  forget  right,  they  will  find  that  the 
whole  people  have  so  constituted  the  Senate,  that  it 
will  be  both  willing  and  able  to  resist  oppression,  and 
to  maintain,  against  all  encroachments,  the  rights  of 
the  whole  people. 

Fellow  Citizens :— At  present,  I  have  not  leisure  to 
go  more  at  length  into  an  examination  of  this  im- 
portant subject.  Enough,  however,  I  trust,  has  been 
said  to  expose  the  inconsistency  of  those  who_  com- 
plain that  our  constitution  gives  to  the  manufacturers 
too  much  power ;  and,  likewise,  to  mate  us  feci  grate- 
ful that,  from  the  wreck  of  our  old  institutions,  we 
have  rescued  an  anchor  which  will  enable  our  good 
ship  Ehode  Island  to  ride  out  many  a  stoiTu  in  safety, 
long  after  the  revolutionary  surges,  which  now  beat 
upon  her  sides,  shall  have  raved  themselves  to  rest. 
Old  Nakeagaksett. 


PEOVIDENCB   JOURNAL,   JASUART  14,   1843. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.-NO.  XI. 


To  THE  Members  oe  the  Rhode  Island  Party:— 

Fellow  Citizens  : — Tlie  framers  of  the  people's 
constitution,  in  their  hot  haste  to  grasp  political 
power,  and  to  perpetuate  it  in  the  hands  of   a  few, 
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overlooked  entirely  tlie  actual  condition  of  things  lu 
Rhode  Island,  They  contrived  their  machine  accord- 
ing to  certain  speculative  notions,  without  seemiug  to 
consider  that  it  was  to  operate,  not  upon  pure  abstrac- 
tions, but  upon  living  men,  moved  by  various  passions, 
existing  under  different  circumstances,  and  perchance 
divided  by  conflicting  interests.  They  overlooked  the 
obvious  and  important  facts,  that  Rhode  Island  is  a 
small  State,  having  a  very  large  proportion  of  its 
population  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a  sin- 
gle pursuit,  and  concentrated  in  a  single  county,  not 
to  say  in  a  single  city.  They  overlooked,  likewise,  a 
fact,  hardly  less  important,  that  owing  to  the  vast 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, the  population  thus  concentrated  would, 
under  ordinaiy  circumstances,  embrace,  for  all  time,  a 
great  number  of  persons  boi'n  both  out  of  the  State 
and  out  of  the  country ;  and  that  such  persons,  from 
their  character  and  condition,  could  hardly  be  deemed 
safe  depositaries  of  political  power.  Hence,  in  utter 
disregard  of  all  the  lessons  of  history  and  of  all  the 
peculiarities  of  our  actual  condition,  they  framed  a 
constitution  of  government  entirely  without,  any  effi- 
cient checks  and  balances — a  constitution  of  govera- 
ment  which,  though  it  ostensibly  placed  the  political 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  many,  would  practically 
confine  it  to  the  hands  of  the  few.  That  these  asser- 
tions are  not  without  warrant,  may  be  seen  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  following  considerations  : 

The  people's  constitution,  abandoning  not  only  the 
landed  qualification,  but  property  qualification  of  every 
sort,  extended  the  right  of  suffrage  to  every  white 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  the  age  of  twenty 
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one  years,  who  lias  resided  one  year  in  tlie  State  and 
six  months  in  the  town  where  he  offers  to  vote.  This 
is  universal  suffrage  with  a  vengeance !  This  pre- 
sents the  bitter  draught  undiluted  !  This  menaces  us 
with  a  calamity  which  would  shalce  the  very  foundar 
tions  of  our  peace,  prosperity,  and  freedom,  and  which 
no  effort  short  of  revolution  would  enable  us  to  re- 
trieve !  In  a  large  State,  where  the  agricultural  in- 
terest happens  to  predominate,  or  in  a  small  State, 
where  the  character  and  pursuits  of  the  people  are 
homogeneous,  a  suffrage  thus  widely  extended  might 
fail  to  produce  the  amount  of  evil  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  it  never  fails  to  produce.  Universal 
suffrage,  whenever,  and  under  what  circumstances  so- 
ever it  is  adopted,  whether  the  agricultural  interest  be 
the  predominant  or  the  subordinate  interest,  demands 
in  the  constitution  of  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  department  of  the  government,  some  efficient 
ehecli,  which  will  prevent  or  correct  its  evils. 

The  "  people's  constitution  "  provides  no  sucli  check. 
It  constitutes  both  branches  of  the  legislative  depart- 
ment upon  principles  substantially  the  same.  Hence, 
if  the  House  should  be  precipitate  or  oppressive  in  its 
legislation,  no  corrective  would  be  found  in  the  Senate. 
It  withholds  from  the  Executive  any  participation  in 
the  legislative  power,  which  would  be  found  of  practi- 
cal value  in  restraining  the  excesses  of  the  legislative 
power.  It  establishes  the  judiciary  with  a  tenure  of 
office  so  precarious  as  to  render  that  important  branch 
of  the  government  a  comparatively  feeble  check  upon 
the  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power,  either  by  the 
executive  or  by  the  Legislature.  In  some  of  these 
respects,  candor  obliges  me  to  acknowledge  that  the 
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legal  constitution  is  hardly  less  defective.  It  stoiild, 
however,  "be  recollected  that  that  constitution  gives  us 
less  of  the  bane,  and  that,  consequently,  we  need  less 
of  the  antidote.  While  it  is  not  without  defects  which 
are  to  "be  regretted,  but  which  may  hereafter  be  reme- 
died, it  has  large  compensating  advantages  which  give 
it,  as  a  system  of  government,  a  vast  superiority  over 
the  so  called  people's  constitution. 

In  respect  to  the  qtialifications  of  electors,  and  in 
respect  to  the  organization  of  the  Senate,  the  legal 
constitution  leaves  us  so  much  for  which  to  be  grate- 
ful, that  any  complaint  would  seem  to  be  captious. 
So  long  as  we  can  maintain  that  constitution,  those 
■who  may  he  presumed  to  understand  the  interests  and 
to  be  attached  to  the  institutions  of  Rhode  Island,  can 
hope  to  exert  some  influence  in  the  government  of 
Rhode  Island,  But  should  the  provisions  relative  to 
suffrage  in  the  people's  constitution  ever  come  to  be 
adopted,  the  political  power  of  this  city  and  of  this 
State  will  inevitably  pass,  and  pass  forever,  into  the 
hands  of  a  floating  population  who  are  comparative 
strangers  to  our  interests — and  who  will  on  all  occa- 
sions he  found  to  maintain  with  the  demagogues  of 
the  hour  a  most  sympathetic  and  unbroken  fellowship. 
To  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  universal  suf- 
frage, even  Mr.  Dorr,  no  longer  ago  than  the  year  1837, 
was  not  insensible.  This  fact  is  established  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  draughted,  as  it  is  believed,  by  his 
own  hand,  and  adopted  by  a  formal  convention  of 
■which  he  was  a  leading  member : 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
in  addition  to  the  voters  qualified  by  the  present  law, 
all   white  male   citizens  of  the  United  States   over 
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twenty  one  years  of  age,  (excepting  paupers  and  per- 
sons under  guardianship,)  who  have  resided  within 
this  State  for  a  period  not  less  than  two  years  preced- 
ing their  claim  to  vote,  and  within  the  town  where 
they  shall  offer  to  vote,  for  the  teim  of  not  less  than 
three  months  preceding  their  claim  to  vote,  should  Ije 
entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  upon  producing  a  cer- 
tificate that  they  have  during  the  year  previous  been 
assessed  to  pay  taxes  in  said  town,  and  have  actually 
paid  the  same;  and  that  no  person  born  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  should  be  allowed  to 
vote,  unless  he  have  first  been  naturalized  according  to 
the  Acts  of  Congress ;  be  possessed  of  a  freehold  es- 
tate according  to  the  provisions  of  the  present  law, 
and  have  resided,  pi'eviously  to  voting,  two  whole 
years  in  this  State,  and  three  months  in  a  town  as 
aforesaid;  and  that  there  should  be  a  strict  registra- 
tion of  all  the  qualified  voters;  and  for  the  protection 
of  the  voter  a  vote  by  Ballot." 

So  thought  and  so  voted  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  in  the 
year  1837  !  What  a  change  came  over  him  in  1841, 
when  he  draughted  and  voted  for  the  people's  consti- 
tution, which  goes  to  establish  what  Martin  Van 
Buren  called,  in  the  New  York  Convention,  "  a  wholly 
unrestricted  suffi-age !  "  Mr.  Van  Buren  remonstrated 
against  "  the  precipitate  and  unexpected  prostration  of 
all  qualifications."  Among  the  many  evils  which 
would  flow  from  this  unrestricted  suffrage,  he  depre- 
cated the  increased  number  of  voters  which  would  be 
given  to  the  city  of  New  York.  He  added,  with  great 
truth  and  emphasis,  "  that  the  character  of  the  in- 
creased number  of  voters  would  be  such  as  would  ren- 
der their  elections  rather  a  curse  than 
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whicli  would  drive  from  tlie  polls  all  sober  minded 
people !  "  So  spake  Martin  Van  Buren,  wlien  debat- 
ing the  question  of  universal  su&age,  only  a  few  years 
ago,  in  the  l^ew  York  Convention.  This  is  the  lan- 
guage of  genuine  conservative  democracy.  This  is  a 
picture  of  what  would  he  the  inevitable  condition  of 
this  city  and  of  this  State,  should  the  revolutionary 
party  ever  succeed  in  prostrating  the  legal  constitu- 
tion, and  in  erecting  their  own  upon  its  ruins. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Ehode  Island  Party : — 
Remember,  the  revolutionists  stand  pledged  to  estab- 
lish the  people's  constitution  !  Mr.  Dorr  counsels  his 
confederates  in  the  work  of  revolution,  not  to  "  abate 
either  heart  or  hope,  or  remit  their  exertions,  till  the 
people's  constitution  shall  become  in  fact,  as  in  right, 
the  paramount  law  of  the  State  !  "  The  voice  from 
the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire,  meets  a  devout 
response  from  all  the  faithful  throughout  the  lengtli 
and  breadth  of  Rhode  Island.  A  meeting  of  revolu- 
tionists in  Warwick,  over  which  John  E.  "VVatermau 
presided,  declared  that  they  "  acknowledge  no  alle- 
giance to  the  provisions"  of  the  legal  constitution, 
"  or  that  it  has  any  moral  binding  force  upon  their 
consciences  ! "  The  revolutionary  convention  which 
recently  held  its  secret  midnight  sessions  in  Provi- 
dence, is  no  less  explicit  in  declaring  its  settled  pur- 
pose to  go  ahead  in  the  work  of  anaj'chy.  "  In  order," 
says  this  convention,  "to  avoid  all  doubt  or  miscon- 
stmction  of  our  puiposes,  we  explicitly  avow  our  ob- 
ject to  be,  to  accomplish,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and 
with  the  least  delay,  the  establishment  in  fact,  as  well 
as  in  right,  of  the  people's  constitution ! "  These 
declarations   indicate  the    course   which    the  revohi- 
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tionists  intend  to  pursue.  Our  duty  in  this  matter, 
fellow  citizens,  is  thus  made  not  only  imperative,  but 
it  is  exalted,  by  the  magnitude  of  the  crisis,  into  an 
obligation  of  the  most  sacred  character — binding  upon 
our  consciences  as  men,  and  demanding  of  us  as  citi- 
zens to  put  forth  our  vigorous,  united  and  sustained 
efforts  to  save  the  State  from  those  who  are  plotting 
to  ruin  her  prosperity,  and  to  lay  her  honor  in  the 
dnst.  The  revolutionists  permit  you  neither  to  doubt 
nor  to  misconstrue  their  object.  Let  us  keep  their 
words  constantly  before  our  minds.  Let  us  meet  the 
issue  which  they  have  made ;  and  let  us  meet  it,  too, 
iu  that  spirit  of  patriotism,  disinterestedness,  and 
courage,  which  a  crisis  so  solemn  demands. 

Fellow  Citizens : — ^Who  would  not  scorn  the  man, 
be  he  Whig  or  be  he  Democrat,  who,  at  a  crisis  like 
the  present,  can  find  it  in  his  heart  to  sit  down  and 
calculate  the  temporaiy  losses  or  gains  of  temporary 
parties  !  I  rejoice  to  think  that  no  such  man  is  to  be 
found  in  our  ranks.  I  rejoice  to  think  that  the  Ehode 
Island  party  continue  to  be  animated  by  the  Rhode 
Island  spirit ;  and  that  merging  all  minor  differences 
of  opinion  in  an  enlarged  sentiment  of  public  duty, 
they  are  resolved,  standing  foot  to  foot  and  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  to  maintain  to  the  last,  and  through  every 
peril,  the  sacred  principles  which  they  originally  com- 
bined to  defend. 

Fellow  Citizens  : — I  am  admonished  by  the  space 
which  I  have  already  occupied  in  the  columns  of  the 
Journal,  to  suspend  these  remarks.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, close  them,  without  again  invoking  .you,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  thoughtful  and  magnanimous  spirit,  to 
consider  well  the  present  crisis— its  duties  and  its  dan- 
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gers.  Your  opponents  arc  active  and  energetic.  They 
aj-e  stimulated  to  effort  by  the  most  operative  motives 
which  can  address  the  hopes  and  the  fears  of  men  who 
have  perilled  every  thing  upon  a  desperate  issue. 
They  have  in  vain  attempted  to  conquer  yon  by  force 
of  arms.  Beware,  that  they  do  not  come  over  you  by 
the  wiles  of  treachery.  Keep  constantly  in  mind  the 
disgrace  and  the  disaster  which  the  people's  constitu- 
tion would  bring  upon  yourselves,  and  entail  upon 
your  children.  A  conflagration  which  should  sweep 
through  the  State,  laying  low  the  pride  of  your  for- 
ests, and  desolating  your  fruitful  fields,  and  your  val- 
lies  rejoicing  in  verdure,  would  be  a  calamity  far  less 
to  be  deprecated  than  the  establishment,  by  the  revo- 
lutionary party,  of  their  revolutionary  government. 
Nature,  in  her  exhaustless  energy,  would  restore  to  your 
forests  their  primeval  beauty ;  again  would  she  cover 
your  fields  with  plenty,  and  your  valleys  with  ver- 
dure. But  if  you  once  suffer  these  revolutionists  to 
lay  their  hands  upon  the  sacred  art  of  constitutional 
freedom,  you  would  find  that  a  most  grievous  and  ir- 
retrievable calamity  had  come  upon  you.  You  would 
find  that,  under  the  forms  of  a  popular  constitution, 
you  would  be  subjected  to  a  most  oppressive  and  de- 
grading rule — ^to  a  rule,  marked  by  all  the  meanness 
and  all  the  rapacity  of  despotism,  but  without  a  soli- 
tary exhibition  of  that  taste  or  splendor  whicb  some- 
times decorates  the  reign  of  despotism  in  other  lands. 
Old  Nakeag-ansett. 
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PEOVIDENCE  JOUENAL,   JANUAEY  19,  1S43. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS   DANGEE8  AND  ITS  DUTIES. -NO.   XH. 


To  THE  Members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Paety  : — ■ 

Fellow  Citizens  ; — The  men  wto  are  now  striving 
to  plunge  Rhode  Island  into  scenes  of  fearful  anarchy, 
seem  not  only  to  have  abandoned  all  principle,  but  to 
be  lost  to  all  shame.  Last  summer,  they  sought,  by 
menace,  to  intimidate  us  into  submission.  That  ex- 
pedient failing,  they  resorted  to  force.  They  invoked 
the  spirit  of  our  revolutionary  fathers;  they  affected 
to  be  moved  by  a  sanctified  frenzy  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty ;  they  put  themselves  before  the  country  and  be- 
fore the  world,  as  a  band  of  worthies,  prepared  to  do 
and  to  dare  whatsoever  the  cause  of  equal  rights 
might  ask  at  their  hands — ready,  in  fact,  if  need  be, 
to  die  upon  the  field  of  glory,  and  half  impatient  to 
win  for  heroic  brows  the  crown  of  heroic  martyrdom. 
What  they  dared,  and  what  they  did,  we  all  very  well 
know.  They  collected,  from  Pawtucket,  Woonsocket, 
Providence  and  other  places,  a  band  of  rowdies,  and 
mai'ched,  with  deadly  weapons  in  their  hands,  under 
the  command  of  a  rebel  chief,  to  attack  the  State's 
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arsenal  in  this  city.  The  result  of  that  affair  has  be- 
come a  matter  of  history.;  and  the  assailants  have  canse 
to  blush  at  the  record.  Without  firing  a  gun,  the 
rowdies  retreated;  and  before  another  sun  had  set, 
they  and  their  chief  all  fled  to  escape  the  just  ven- 
geance of  the  law.  But  this  is  not  all.  After  re- 
cruiting his  courage  at  the  Pewter  Mug,  Dorr  again 
rallied  all  his  chivalry  at  Acote's  hill,  resolved  to 
strike,  for  the  "  people's  constitution  "  and  for  liberty, 
a  blow  which  should  render  his  name  immortal.  The 
result  of  this  second  demonstration  has  also  become  a 
matter  of  history.  He  struck  no  blow  for  liberty- — - 
but  he  and  most  of  his  band  again  ran  away  !  Thus 
has  he  become  immortal  as  the  hero  of  two  flights — ■ 
and  this,  surely,  is  glory  enough  for  one  summer,  and 
for  one  man ! 

Mark,  fellow  citizens,  the  meanness  of  the  men  who 
have  all  along  claimed  to  be  animated  by  the  most 
elevated  and  heroic  principles !  We  all  know  what 
they  said  and  what  they  did,  when  they  made  the  ex- 
periment of  force.  Let  us  now  inquire,  xinder  what 
conditions,  they  are  about  to  make  the  experiment  of 
fraud.  Abandoning  all  their  sanctified  frenzy  in  the 
cause  of  liberty — doffing  all  their  martial  plumes,  and 
putting  aside  all  the  weapons  of  war,  alas !  shall  that 
sword  rest  in  its  scabbard!  these  men  now  assume 
the  gentleness  of  doves !  With  an  air  of  inimitable 
gravity,  they  declare  that  "  they  are  opposed  to  the 
use  of  physical  power  to  enforce  their  rights ! "  Who 
can  look,  without  scorn,  upon  men  who  can  thus  con- 
sent to  put  upon  their  own  foreheads  the  seal  of  in- 
famy !  Not  enforce  their  rights  by  the  use  of  physical 
power !     This  new  article  in  the  creed  of  our  Rhode 
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Island  Revolutionists,  ill  comports  with  their  impas. 
sioned  appeals  to  the  great  principles  and  to  the  gen- 
erous spirit  of  the  American  Revolution.  Our  fathers, 
when  they  resolved  to  vindicate  their  rights,  after  ex- 
hausting all  peaceable  means  to  avert  the  fearful  issue, 
trusted  to  the  power  of  their  own  right  a:-ma.  They 
counted  no  cost,  when  their  rights  were  in  peril;  they 
appealed,  like  true  hearted  men,  to  the  God  of  Battles ; 
and  the  God  of  Battles  succored  the  cause  of  freedom 
with  his  might. 

And  how  do  these  dove  like  professions  of  the  revo- 
lutionists harmonize  with  their  military  preparations 
to  capture  the  Arsenal ;  and  with  their  cool  malignity 
in  collecting  at  Acote's  hill  a  band  of  desperadoes, 
who  were  fierce  for  plunder  as  the  evening  wolves, 
and  who  would  have  stained  the  streets  of  Providence 
with  blood,  and  covered  her  habitations  with  mourn- 
ing? I  allude  to  these  things,  for  no  purposes  of 
exasperation.  They  ought  never  to  die  out  of  your 
memories.  Especially  ought  they  to  be  recalled  to 
your  remembrance,  when  the  very  men  who  counselled 
such  evil  things  against  you  are,  at  this  very  moment, 
under  another  giiise,  plotting  to  bring  disaster  and 
disgrace  upon  you.  They  have  tried  force,  and  tried 
it  in  vain.  By  their  own  shameless  confessions,  they 
are  now  about  to  try  fraud.  The  arbitrament  of  arms 
they  have  abandoned.  To  the  arbitrament  of  the  bal- 
lot box  they  now  mean  to  resort.  All  this  would  be 
fail-,  and  just,  and  constitutional,  if  these  men  did  not 
tell  you,  over  and  over  again,  and  in  the  most  formal 
manner,  that  they  resort  to  the  ballot  box,  for  the 
express  pui-pose,  not  of  establishing  our  government 
upon  constitutional  principles,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
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overtlirowiiig  it  "by  some  summary  act  of  usurpation ! 
They  have  confessed,  in  advance,  that  they  mean  to 
perpetrate,  under  the  forms  of  law,  a  fraud,  which,  if 
you  suifer  them  to  prevail,  will  bring  upon  you  not 
only  irretrievable  ruin,  but  irretrievable  dishonor, 
"What  confidence,  fellow  citizens,  can  you  place  in  men 
who  thus  violate,  not  only  all  principle,  but  outrage 
all  decency !  Beware,  true  democrats  of  Rhode  Island, 
beware,  how  you  contaminate  yourselves  by  an  alliance, 
or  suffer  yourselves  to  be  disgraced  by  the  suspicion  of 
an  alliance,  with  politicians  so  utterly  prostitute,  as  not 
to  perceive  that  they  have  proclaimed,  with  their  own 
lips,  their  own  infamy. 

Fellow  Citizens  :— The  revolutionists  have  become 
alarmed  without  becoming  penitent.  They  now  per- 
ceive that  the  fraud  which  they  have,  again  and  again, 
pledged  themselves  to  perpetrate,  needs  some  disguise ; 
that  the  moral  sense  of  those  whom  they  are  seeMng 
to  ensnare,  will  not  tolerate  quite  so  bald  an  exhibi- 
tion of  political  and  moral  turpitude.  Hence,  they 
are  changing,  as  fast  as  they  can,  their  front,  without 
changing,  however,  either  their  purposes  or  their  prin- 
ciples. Their  oracles,  the  Express  and  the  Herald,  are 
silent  as  the  grave  about  putting  down  the  legal  con- 
stitution, in  order  fco  establish  the  people's  constitu- 
tion upon  its  ruins.  No  second  voice  breaks  upon  the 
faithful  from  the  shades  of  Westmoreland,  bidding 
them  onward  to  the  work  of  revolutionary  license  and 
anarchy.  The  subordinates  in  the  work  of  mischief, 
likewise,  see  that  they  have  gone  too  far.  Hence  they 
are  endeavoring  to  explain  away  their  own  declara- 
tions, and  to  put  upon  them  a  gloss  which  may  de- 
ceive the  unwary.    They  now  say,  aye,  and  say  it  too 
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with  an  unblushing  front,  that  the  resolntions  j 
by  the  Dorrite  convention,  and  responded  to  "by  John 
E.  Waterman  and  others  in  every  town  in  the  State 
mean  nothing — that  nothing  is  sought  for  "but  the 
peaceful  triumph  of  democracy ;  that  the  men  who 
have  raised  the  tempest,  and  who  must  sink  into 
oblivion  whenever  the  tempest  may  subside,  are  only 
putting  forth  their  serene  might  to  bring  back  to  Rhode 
Island  her  halcyon  days  of  peace,  prosperity  and 
honor  !  This  is  the  new  system  of  tactics.  It  will, 
in  the  end,  be  found  unavailing.  It  will  deceive  none, 
beside  those  who  are  wishing  for  a  plausible  excuse 
to  trample  upon  every  principle  which  binds  the  con- 
sciences of  honorable  men. 

Fellow  Citizens : — ^The  present  crisis  in  the  affairs 
of  Rhode  Island  must  be  met  in  the  right  spirit.  It 
demands,  on  the  part  of  those  who  compose  the  Rhode 
Island  Party,  a  magnanimous,  fearless,  self  sacrificing, 
and  uncompromising  adherence  to  the  pi-inciples  and 
to  the  policy  of  that  party.  If  either  be  now  aban- 
doned, the  most  precious  interests  of  the  State  will  be 
put  in  peril.  This  is  no  time  for  politicians,  whether 
"Whig  or  democratic,  to  mouse  over  petty  schemes  of 
personal  or  political  aggrandizement.  Rhode  Island  is 
in  danger  of  being  plunged  into  anarchy  !  She  has  a 
right,  therefore,  to  look  for  succor  to  all  her  true  sons ; 
to  the  great  mass  whom  she  has  protected  by  her  mild 
and  equal  laws  ;  and  to  the  distinguished  few  whom 
she  has  been  proud  to  honor.  She  disdains,  on  an  oc- 
casion like  the  present,  all  timid  neutrality,  and  all 
pusillanimous  resei've.  She  needs,  and  she  demands, 
intrepid,  unambiguous,  unfaltering  allegiance  to  the 
principles  and   to  the  policy  of  the  Rhode  Island 
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Party — till  the  vital  interests  whicli  that  party  was 
formed  to  protect  against  revolutionary  vioIeQce,  shall 
be  placed  under  the  securities  of  a  constitution,  ad- 
ministered by  the  men  who  made  it — and  not  by  the 
men  who  stand  pledged  to  overthrow  it. 

Old  Narragansett. 


PEOVIDENCB  JOUENAL,  FEBRUARY  8,  184a. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  XUL 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  ; — ■ 

Fellow  Citizens  : — It  would  now  seem  to  be  the 
purpose  of  the  revolutionary  party  to  muse,  by  "ex- 
pressive silence,"  the  praise  of  "  the  rightful  Gov- 
ernor"  and  of  "the  people's  constitution."  Once, 
these  were  the  themes  on  which  primary  assemblies 
and  august  conventions  delighted  to  dwell.  Every 
speech  and  every  resolution  were  instinct  with  the 
spirit  of  devoted  loyalty  to  the  "people's  constitu- 
tion "  and  to  the  people's  governor.  Equally  fervid 
was  the  exhibition  of  this  spirit  of  loyalty  on  the 
part  of  the  Herald  and  the  Express.      Once,  their 
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columns  were  loaded  -with  panegyrics  upon  his  Excel- 
lency, and  upon  his  Excellency's  constitution,  as  if  he 
were  "democracy  and  equal  rights"  embodied,  and  as 
if  Divine  Providence  had  chosen  that  instrument  to 
preserve  from  extinction  the  vital  flame  of  popular 
freedom  !  This  was  the"  fact  once.  What  is  the  fact 
now  ?  Speeches  are  made,  and  resolutions  are  passed, 
but  they  bear  no  tribute  of  homage  to  the  "  rightfiil 
Governor,"  and  to  the  "people's  constitution!"  The 
"  Express,"  in  contempt  of  its  own  name,  now  only 
implies  that  its  ancient  loyalty  hath  not  departed ; 
and  the  Herald  no  longer  blows  the  hoarse  trumpet 
of  Revolution,  but  breathes  only  the  soft  piano  notes 
of  democracy  I  One  exception,  going  to  show  that 
the  age  of  chivalry  is  not  left  entirely  without  a  wit- 
ness, deserves  to  be  noted.  At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Su&age  Association,  the  gallant  Colonel  Wales 
narrated,  in  fit  phrase,  the  incidents  of  his  rambles  in 
Westmoreland.  He  had  seen  his  Excellency— had 
conversed  and  had  counselled  with  him  ;  and,  by  the 
relation,  as  is  surmised,  of  minute  events,  which,  how- 
ever they  may  sink  below  the  dignity  of  history,  are 
peculiarly  fitted  to  warm  the  heart  of  ftiendship,  he 
woke  the  Association  to  some  portion  of  its  primitive 
enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  the  fortunes  of  its  leader.  At 
the  mention  of  his  name,  the  faithful  men  thundered 
forth  applause  ;  the  faithful  women  smiled  applause  ! 
All  this  was  very  decorous,  perhaps  very  touching  to 
those  more  immediately  concerned.  But  mere  ap- 
plause, be  it  loud  or  be  it  gentle,  will  not  prove  a  sub- 
stitute, in  the  work  of  establishing  the  "  people's  con- 
stitution," for  unalterable  resolve  and  for  energetic  and 
persevering  effort. 
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Fellow  Citizens : — I  have  adverted  to  these  signs  of 
the  times,  because  they  are  deemed  to  be  somewhat 
significant  of  a  change,  at  least  an  ostensible  change, 
in  the  policy  of  the  revolutionary  party.  This  opinion 
is  not  without  warrant.  The  leaders  of  that  party 
have  given  the  signal,  and  are  preparing,  with  what 
grace  they  can,  to  take  the  back  track  !  They  have 
discovered  that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  are  not 
ready  to  sanction  perjury,  treachery,  and  usurpation. 
They  have  discovered  that  the  texts  of  sedition  from 
which  they  have  so  long  preached,  must  be  preached 
from  no  longer.  They  have  discovered  that  the  peo- 
ple's constitution  and  "the  rightful  Governor"  must 
be  abandoned  to  their  fate  !  Hence  the  marvellous 
silence,  in  respect  to  these  once  fruitful  topics  of 
declamation,  which  now  pervades  the  ranks  of  the 
party.  Hence  the  convulsive  efforts  which  are  now 
making  to  represent  the  antagonist  parties  in  Rhode 
Island  as  identical  with  the  whig  and  democratic 
parties  in  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  Hence  the 
laborious  diligence  with  which  the  pending  contro- 
versy in  this  State  is  put  forth  as  a  mere  controversy 
aboui  the  mattei's  which  divide  whigs  and  democrats 
from  each  other,  in  other  States — and  not  as  a  contro- 
versy between  Revolutiom"  and  Law — between  Riot 
and  Order  —  between  Government  and  Anaechy. 
Hence,  too,  the  deceptive  means  which  are  adopted  to 
persuade  the  democracy  abroad  that  the  Whigs  of 
Rhode  Island,  under  a  new  name,  are  struggling  to 
preserve  theii'  ascendency,  and  likewise  to  persuade  the 
democracy  at  home,  that  Mr.  Dorr,  his  revolutionary 
party,  and  his  revolutionary  doctrines  are  sustained,  by 
a  deep  and  pervading  sympathy  throughout  this  Union. 


.^y  Google 


THE  CEISI3.  255 

Hence,  too,  tlie  effrontery,  almost  amusing,  with  whicli 
the  organs  of  the  revolutionary  party  stigmatize  James 
Fenner  as  a  "  renegade  democrat ! " 

Fellow  Citizens  : — ^The  political  principles  of  James 
Fenner,  and  his  unwavering  attachment  to  them, 
through  evil  and  through  good  report,  are  too  well 
known,  in  Rhode  Island,  to  stand  in  need  of  vindica- 
tion. A  few  unprincipled  men,  most  of  whom  were 
puling  in  their  nurses'  arms,  when  he  was  active  in 
the  field  of  political  controversy,  now  seet  to  draw 
into  question  his  democracy,  and  to  cast  reproach 
upon  his  motives.  It  is  not  necessary  that  any  man 
should  step  forth,  either  to  endorse  the  one  or  to  de- 
fend the  other.  In  accepting  the  nomination  of  the 
Ehode  Island  party  for  the  office  of  Governor,  he  has 
neither  suri'endered  nor  compromised  a  single  princi- 
ple of  his  long  and  eventful  political  life.  Where  he 
was  to  he  found  forty  years  ago,  he  is  to  "be  found 
now.  He  was  nominated  by  the  convention  with  cor- 
dial unanimity ;  his  nomination  has  been  hailed  with 
equal  cordiality  by  the  fi'iends  of  the  constitution 
throughout  the  State ;  and,  if  the  present  indications 
are  not  deceptive,  he  will  be  elected  the  iii'st  Governor 
under  the  constitution,  by  a  triumphant  majority  of 
the  whole  people.  Nothing  but  a  strong  sense  of 
duty  to  his  native  State,  at  this  extraordinary  crisis  in 
her  affairs,  could  have  induced  James  Fenner  again  to 
become  a  candidate  for  the  high  and  responsible  office 
for  which  he  has  been  nominated.  Advanced  in  life, 
though  with  his  natural  force  unabated,  he  desires  the 
repose  of  private  life  rather  than  the  unavoidable  ex- 
citements of  a  commanding  public  station.  He  has 
passed  through  various  stages  of  civic  honor.     He  has 
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been  elevated  to  the  higtest  posts  within  tlie  gift  of 
his  native  State.  He  has  been  distinguished  by  marks 
of  respectful  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  general 
government.  He  is  known  and  recognized  throughout 
the  country  as  a  veteran  adherent  to  that  party  with 
which,  from  his  very  boyhood,  he  has  been  connected. 
Now,  when  life  is  far  spent,  and  when  the  dreams  of 
ambition  are  over,  he  has  consented,  with  unaffected 
reluctauce,  again  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  chief 
magistracy  of  Rhode  Island.  No  other  candidate 
could  have  been  selected  with  more  commanding 
claims  to  the  confidence  of  the  people.  No  other  can- 
didate could  have  been  proposed,  who,  under  existing 
circumstances,  would  obtain  a  more  cordial  and  effi- 
cient support. 

Fellow  Citizens : — Hereafter,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show 
you,  that  the  democracy  of  this  country  has  not  espoused 
the  cause  of  Mr.  Don',  or  the  doctrines  of  his  party. 
At  present,  allow  me  to  direct  your  special  attention 
to  the  doings  of  the  second  revolutionary  convention 
which  is  to  assemble  in  this  city,  to-day.  Mark  well, 
the  elements  of  which  it  is  composed ;  the  spirit 
which  may  animate  it ;  the  language  which  it  may 
adopt ;  the  purposes  which  it  may  avow.  Experience 
must  have  taught  you  a  salutary  distrust  in  the  pro- 
fessions of  the  men  who  have  sought  by  turns  to  in- 
timidate and  by  turns  to  beguile  you.  Contimie  to 
be  on  your  guard  against  their  cunning.  They  al- 
ready assert,  in  private,  that  their  solemn  and  oft  re- 
peated declarations  in  favor  of  "the  rightful  Gov- 
ernor" and  the  people's  constitution,  mean  nothing! 
Tliey  may  have  the  effrontery  to  put  forth,  at  this  late 
hour,  some  public  and  formal  declarations  intended  to 


.^y  Google 


THE   CRISIS. 


deceive  you  into  tlie  belief  that  you  may  safely  tmat 
tliem  with  political  power.  This  intimation  would, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  withheld,  as  unchari- 
table, if  not  insulting.  But,  what  confidence,  fellow 
citizens,  can  be  reposed,  either  in  the  honor  or  the  con- 
sciences of  men,  who  are  so  profligate  as  to  tell  you, 
without  blushing,  that  neither  honor  nor  oaths  shall 
be  suffered  to  intercept  their  purposes  of  revolution- 
ary ambition  ?  „       -_ 

(Jld  JSIaeragansett. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  FEBRUARY  13,  1843. 


THE    CRISIS, 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES,— NO,   XIV. 
THE    SECOND    BOERITE    CONVENTION    AND    ITS    DOINGS. 


To  The  People  of  Rhode  Island  :— 

Fellow  Citizens:— The" doings  of  the  Dorrite  Con- 
vention number  two  are  before  you.  How  marvel- 
lously unlike  they  are  to  the  doings  of  its  illustrious 
predecessor !  What  a  curious  development  of  char- 
acter do  they  exhibit !  How  inimitable  the  gravity, 
with  which  these  political  harlequins  ask  you  to  ap- 
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plaud  every  new  costume  which  they  put  on,  and 
every  bold  summerset  which  they  find  it  necessaiy  to 
turn  !  To  drop  the  metaphor,  with,  what  felicitous 
ease  do  these  men  renounce  their  principles  and  vio- 
late their  solemn  pledges  !  With  what  indecent  haste 
do  they  leave  "  the  rightful  Governor "  alone  in  his 
glory,  and  betake  themselves  to  the  shelter  of  that 
"  military  despotism  "  which  both  he  and  they  once  so 
eloquently  denounced  !  "With  what  matchless  effron- 
tery do  they,  on  the  9th  of  February,  give  in  their 
adhesion  to  that  Algerine  constitution,  against  which, 
on  the  29th  of  Kovember,  they  solemnly  protested  as 
formed  "  in  contravention  to  the  sovereign  power," 
and  as  "  intended  to  be  imposed  upon  the  people  with- 
out their  consent !  "  Finally,  with  what  cold  blooded 
indifference  do  they  trample  upon  the  people's  consti- 
tution, and  deny  to  it  even  the  rites  of  Christian 
burial !  A  more  exquisite  specimen  of  political  co- 
quetry, the  annals  of  the  loves  and  hatreds  of  politics 
cannot  supply.  It  recalls  to  my  memory  the  follow- 
ing lines,  which,  in  the  days  long  gone  by,  I  found  in 
a  captivating  romance,  and  which  I  commend  to'the 
careful  consideration  of  the  self  styled  Democratic 
Convention  : 

"  It  is  good  to  be  honest  and  true, 
It  is  good  to  be  off  with  the  old  love, 
Before  you  are  on  with  the  new." 

Fellow  Citizens : — I  mean  to  treat,  with  becoming 
seriousness,  this  second  Dorrite  Convention  and  its 
doings.  In  the  fii'st  place,  the  composition  of  that  con- 
vention demands  inquiry.  In  the  second  place,  a 
*'  searching  operation  "  needs  to  be  applied  to  the  ad- 
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di'ess~and  to  the  resolutions  which  it  has  put  forth. 
In  the  third  pliw^e,  the  merits  of  the  candidates  whom 
the  convention  has  recommended  to  your  confidence 
and  support,  require  to  be  fearlessly  and  impartially 
canvassed.  All  this  will  prove  no  easy  task.  It  is 
no  light  labor  to  subject  to  a  rigorous  examination 
elements  which  seem  to  know  no  law  but  that  of 
change.  It  is  no  light  labor  to  extricate  from  studied 
ambiguities  of  language  palpable  evidences  of  a  dis- 
honest purpose.  It  is  hazardous  to  pronounce  upon 
the  hues  of  the  chameleon.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  "the 
goings  of  the  serpent."  As  a  knowledge  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  workmen  will  help  us  to  discovei'  the  ex- 
cellence or  the  defects  of  the  workmanship,  let  us  in- 
quire at  the  outset,  who  composed  the  Dorrite  Con- 
vention. Were  the  ruling  spirits  of  the  first  conven- 
tion the  ruling  spirits  of  the  second  ? 

This  preliminary  inquiry  may  be  readily  answered 
by  an  appeal  to  the  record.  You  need  not  be  re- 
minded that  the  most  rabid  Dori'ites  in  Rhode  Island 
were  members  of  the  Convention  of  the  29th  of 
November.  You  need  not  be  reminded  that  they  gave 
to  that  Convention  its  "foi-m  and  pressure"  They 
infused  into  it  the  spirit  which  animated  themselves  ; 
they  shaped  its  proceedings  into  a  correspondence 
with  their  own  purposes  of  revolutionary  ambition. 
If  you  deem  these  imputations  to  be  harsh,  do  me  the 
justice  to  read,  once  more,  the  resolutions  which  that 
convention  deliberately  adopted,  and  no  less  delib- 
erately published  to  the  world. 

Read,  too,  in  the  same  connexion,  the  various  reso- 
lutions passed  in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  which  ut- 
tered the  same  voice ;  and  then  say  whether  they  do 
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not  sustain  every  charge  which  has  been  brought 
against  these  men,  and  every  inference  which  has 
been  drawn  in  respect  to  their  motives  and  designs. 
Let  us  see,  then,  who  were  the  ruling  spirits  of  the 
Dorrite  Convention  number  two,  Benjamin  Cowell, 
one  of  "  the  nine  learned  lawyers,"  and  the  author  of 
a  letter  to  "  the  Hon.  Samuel  King,  late  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island,"  a  privy  counsellor  of  the  arch  traitor, 
and  for  months  an  exile  from  the  city  which  joint  trea- 
sons had  well  nigh  covered  with  infamy  and  with 
mourning,  was  very  appropriately  selected  to  call  to 
order  this  Dorrite  convention  in  disguise.  BuiTing- 
ton  Anthony,  Governor  Dorr's  sheriff,  and  Governor 
Doit's  companion  and  friend,  then  nominated,  for  the 
office  of  President,  Fenner  Brown,  of  Cumberland.  A 
more  artful  and  persevering  fomenter  of  the  troubles 
through  which  we  have  passed,  could  not  probably  be 
found ;  and  had  Fenner  Brown's  intrepidity  been 
equal  to  his  cunning,  the  State  would  not,  in  the  hour 
of  her  trial,  have  contained  a  more  dangerous  man. 
His  titles  to  the  confidence  of  the  convention  were 
felt  to  be  uneqnivocal,  and  he  was  unanimously  elected. 
Five  Vice  Presidents  and  three  Secretaries  were  then 
appointed — some  of  them  known  to  fame,  and  some 
of  them  not.  To  preclude,  as  far  as  practicable,  all 
doubt,  that  the  genuine  sympathies  and  attachments 
of  the  convention  were,  in  spite  of  every  profession  to 
the  contrar}^,  for  "  the  rightful  Governor,"  one  of  the  sec- 
retaries was  selected  from  the  office  of  the  Republican 
Herald,  and  another  from  the  office  of  the  Providence 
Express  !  This  latter  print,  it  may  be  well  to  inform 
you,  endorsed,  no  longer  ago  than  the  28th  of  January, 
all  the  levolutionary  doctrines  set  forth  in  the  resolu- 
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tions,  wtieh  the  Dori-ite  faction,  in  primary  assem- 
blies and  in  State  conventions,  has  from  time  to  time 
adopted.  No  longer  ago  than  the  28th  of  January, 
the  Express  pronounced  those  resolutions  to  "be 
"  patriotic,"  and  declared,  with  emphasis,  that  it 
sought  not  to  "  avoid  a  trial  on  that  issue  ! " 

Who  were  the  rank  and  file  of  the  late  convention, 
it  is  not  important  to  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose which  I  have  in  view,  to  ascertain  the  names,  and 
characters,  and  political  and  personal  sympathies  of 
those  men  who  trained  the  rank  and  file  into  unques- 
tioning obedience  to  the  commands  of  their  superiors. 
It  is  sufficient  to  know  that  members  of  the  conven- 
tion which  formed  the  people's  convention  were  there ; 
that  senators  and  representatives  in  the  foundry  legis- 
lature were  there ;  that  three  or  four  of  the  "  nine 
learned  lawyers"  were  there;  that  one  man  who  has 
been  tried  for  treason,  and  that  others  who  have 
been  charged  with  treason,  were  there.  Besides  the 
worthies  whom  I  have  already  named,  Dutee  J, 
Pearce,  who,  says  Mr.  Dorr,  "  meant  no  fraud  "  in  the 
matter  of  the  Newport  votes,  and  who  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Doit,  apologized  "  for  encroaching  a  little  upon 
the  Sabbath  !  "  was  there.  John  R.  Waterman,  who, 
in  December  last,  declared  that  the  legal  constitution 
had  "no  moral  binding  force  iipon  his  conscience," 
was  there.  William  II.  Smith,  Dorr's  Secretary  of 
State,  Jonah  Titus,  Dorr's  Attorney  General,  and  John 
A.  Brown,  Dorr's  Missionary  to  Washington,  were 
there.  Last  of  all.  Doctor  Ariel  Ballou,  of  insurrec- 
tionary memory,  was  there,  again  to  try  his  healing 
art  upon  the  body  politic  !  Can  any  man  doubt  that 
it  is  the  sacred  mission  of  these  men,  and  of  men  like 
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these,  to  uphold  the  sound,  old  fashioned  conservative 
democracy  of  Rhode  Island  ?  Did  they  not,  on  the 
29th  of  November,  denounce  "certain  leading  and  in- 
fluential" democrats  as  "foes  to  popular  liberty,"  and 
as  "  aiding  materially  in  establishing  despotic  power 
in  this  State  ?  "  Did  they  not,  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, pass  the  following  truly  democratic  resolutions? 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  the 
rightful  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  we  recognize  the 
incorruptible  patriot,  sound  democrat,  and  unwaver- 
ing friend  of  equal  rights. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  recommending  this  course,  [the 
registry  of  names]  and  in  order  to  avoid  all  doubt  or 
misconstruction  of  our  purposes,  we  explicitly  avow 
our  object  to  be,  to  accomplish  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner, and  with  the  least  delay,  the  establishment  in 
fact,  as  well  as  in  right,  of  the  people's  constitution." 

Such  was  the  democracy  of  these  men  on  the  29th 
of  November  last ;  and,  as  democracy  is  both  ^ln■ 
changeable  and  eternal,  it  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
altered  since ! 

Fellow  Citizens : — Having  briefly  examined  the 
composition  of  the  late  Convention,  let  us  now  pro- 
ceed to  an  examination  of  the  address  and  resolutions 
which  have  been  addi'essed  to  you  as  a  genuine  expo- 
sition of  the  unchangeable  democracy  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations !  This  ad- 
dress is,  verily,  a  most  precious  document.  It  occu- 
pies only  four  columns  of  the  Express.  Its  predeces- 
sor, biit  not  its  archetype,  occupied  more  than  twelve 
columns  of  the  same  paper !  There  is  mercy  here. 
Our  patience  and  our  credulity  are  not  both  taxed  at 
once.     The  comparative  brevity  of  the   address,   I 
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should  be  wanting  in  magnanimity  not  to  acknowl- 
edge— for  that  is  its  only  merit.  Its  whole  drift  and 
purpose  is  deception.  By  declarations,  in  which,  after 
what  has  passed,  you  can  place  no  confidence,  and  by 
the  use  of  words  and  phrases,  so  equivocal  in  their 
meaning,  that  they  will  warrant  not  only  different  but 
directJy  opposite  interpretations,  the  men  who  have 
put  forth  this  address,  would  fain  persuade  you  that 
they  are  the  fast  friends  of  law  and  order — that  they 
seek  to  carry  out  the  legal  constitution,  in  good  faith, 
and,  more  than  this,  that  they  are  already  struggling 
to  rescue  it  from  acts  of  Algerine  usurpation  ! 

Keally,  fellow  citizens,  this  is  one  of  the  boldest 
experiments  which  unprincipled  men  ever  made  upon 
the  credulity  of  any  people !  The  address  proceeds, 
throughout,  as  it  would  seem,  upon  a  false  basis.  It 
presumes  that  the  people  of  Khode  Island  have  very 
short  memories;  and  likewise  that,  in  a  matter  affect- 
ing their  rights  and  interests,  they  will  fail  to  exercise 
the  good  sound  common  sense  with  which  they  are 
so  largely  endowed.  It  presumes,  moreover,  that  the 
people  can  look,  without  disdain,  upon  men,  who  now 
unden'ate  their  discernment,  as  much  as  they  once  un- 
derrated their  courage— and  who,  while  claiming  to  be 
men  of  principle,  seemingly  repudiate,  at  one  conven- 
tion, principles  which  they  had  avowed,  and  issues 
which  they  had  made  at  another.  This  conversion  is 
somewhat  too  sudden  to  be  sincere,  and,  if  not  sincere, 
it  cannot  be  lasting. 

Hardly  sis  weeks  ago,  and  these  men  were  rampant 
in  behalf  of  "the  rightful  Governor"  and  the  people's 
constitution.  Before  the  ink  was  dry,  with  which 
they  recorded  their  professions  of  attachment  to  the 
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champion  of  the  people,  and  to  the  paramount  law, 
which,  as  they  contended,  the  people  by  a  large  ma- 
jority had  established,  they  turn  all  at  once  qnite 
round,  not  even  pausing  to  compliment  Governor 
Dorr  with  a  solitary  adieu.  With  unsurpassed  effron- 
teiy  they  declare  themselves  to  be  the  friends  and 
supporters  of  the  Algerine  constitution— adopted,  aa 
they  say,  by  a  "minority  only,"  and  "in  contravention 
of  the  sovereign  power  ! " — that  constitution  which  so 
recently  had  "  no  binding  moral  force  upon  their  con- 
sciences," and  which,  "with  the  least  delay"  they  had 
pledged  themselves  to  overthrow!  Sui'ely  these  men 
ought  to  be  the  last  to  complain  of  me  or  of  others 
for  charging  them,  upon  evidence  furnished  by  their 
own  records,  with  "  revolutionary  purposes  and  insur- 
rectionary designs."  From  time  to  time,  they  have 
defined  their  own  position.  I  have  described  that 
position  just  as  they  have  defined  it — "nothing  exten- 
uating or  setting  down  aught  in  malice."  They  have 
been  wrong  from  the  beginning — and  they  ought  to 
take  shame  to  themselves  for  the  injuries  they  have 
done  to  their  fellow  citizens,  and  for  the  lasting  dis- 
credit they  have  brought  upon  their  own  characters. 
They  will,  I  am  persuaded,  "take  nothing  by  their 
last  motion."  To  superadd  meanness  to  wickedness 
is  but  a  poor  expedient  to  win  the  public  favor,  and, 
after  having  been  "engaged  in  the  same  tontine  of 
infamy"  with  Dorr,  it  is  quite  too  late  for  these  men 
to  retrieve*  their  own  foi'tunes  by  pretending  to  thrust 
him  aside. 

Fellow  citizens: — The  address  and  resolutions  in 
question  I  beg  you  to  read  and  to  ponder.  They  will, 
hereafter,  furnish  abundant  topics  for  animadversion. 
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At  present,  I  must  leave  them  to  your  keen  judgment 
of  men  and  of  things— convinced  that  you  will  do 
them  impartial  justice;  that  you  will  visit  with  scorn 
and  with  indignation  those  hollow  professions  and 
that  systematic  duplicity  to  which  desperate  men 
have,  at  last,  resorted,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplish- 
ing a  desperate  end.  ^  -.t 
°          ^                                  Old  Jnaeeagaksett. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  rEBETJARY  IB,  1843, 


THE      CRISIS. 

ITS   DANGEES  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  XY. 
THE    SECOND    DOKRITE    CONTENTION    AND    ITS 


To  The  People  of  Riiode^Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  : — In  my  thirteenth  number,  I  in- 
timated my  intention  to  show  you  that  the  democratic 
party  in  this  country  has  not  esponsed  the  cause  of 
Mr.  Dorr,  or  the  revolutionary  doctrines  of  his  fac- 
tion. In  this  matter,  great  pains  have  "been  taken  to 
deceive  you.  Again  and  again,  have  Mr.  Dorr,  his 
partisan  State  Conventions,  his  partisan  primary  as- 
semblies, and  his  partisan  presses,  appealed  to  the 
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great  and  now  triumpliant  democratic  party,  throngh- 
out  the  Union,  for  sympathy  and  for  support.  The 
true  issue  "between  the  contending  parties  in  this  State 
has  been  systematically  misrepresented.  Calumny,  in 
all  its  varieties,  has  "been  resorted  to,  in  order  to  excite 
popular  indignation,  at  home  and  abroad,  against 
those  -who  have  stood  forth  manfnlly  to  protect  Khode 
Island  fi-om  the  disasters  and  the  disgrace  of  anarchy. 
Reiterated  and  most  impassioned  appeals  have  been 
made,  with  a  view  to  enlist  the  active  sympathy  of 
the  democratic  party  in  favor  of  a  set  of  men  who 
have  been  most  leniently  treated  by  the  government 
which  they  sought,  by  violence,  to  overthrow — a  set 
of  men,  who  have  put  on  the  garb  of  democracy  for 
the  purpose  of  masking  principles  and  designs  ab- 
horrent to  the  natui'e  and  hostile  to  the  very  existence 
of  democracy. 

In  the  absence  of  any  well  devised  plan  to  coun- 
teract its  influence,  the  system  of  calumny  and  decep- 
tion, pursued  by  the  anarchists,  has,  to  some  extent, 
succeeded.  Portions  of  the  democratic  party  in 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Maine,  !N"ew  Hampshire, 
and  New  York,  have  been  deceived  into  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Dorr  and  his  followers  were  perilling  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  at  one  time,  for  free  suffrage,  and, 
at  another,  for  the  vital  doctrine  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people.  Thousands  of  that  party  have  yet  to 
learn  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  Khode  Island  who  has 
ever  denied  the  doctrine  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people.  Thousands  of  that  party  have  yet  to  learn, 
that  suffrage  in  Rhode  Island  was  made  almost  as  free 
as  water,  some  time  before  Mr.  Dorr  and  his  followers 
took  up  arms  to  conquer  their  "  equal  rights."    The 
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peculiar  condition  of  the  antagonistparties,  in  some  of 
these  States,  likewise  favored  misconception  in  regard 
to  the  Rhode  Island  question.  The  democrats  of  Con- 
necticut had  just  won  a  triumph  over  their  opponents. 
The  democrats  of  Massachusetts  felt  themselves  to  be 
on  the  eve  of  a  triumph  over  theirs.  "  Can't  we," 
says  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  in  his  Sunday  letter  to  Mr.  Dorr, 
"  can't  we  make  something  out  of  the  Bemis  case  ? " 
Dutee,  though  he  may  have  no  parallel  at  home,  is  not 
without  brethren  of  the  same  principle  abroad— skill- 
ful tacticians,  who  said  within  themselves,  the  mo- 
ment the  Khode  Island  question  began  to  be  agitated, 
"  can't  we  make  something  out  of  this  Rhode  Island 
Question  ?  "  They  did  make  something  out  of  it  in 
Massachusetts,  but  nothing  out  of  it,  elsewhere. 
Listen,  fellow  citizens,  to  the  conclusion  of  the  whole 
matter.  The  democratic  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire has  sheltered  the  "  rightful  Governor  "  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  democratic  Governor  of  Maine  has 
recommended  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  to  sus- 
tain him  by  "  resolutions  or  otherwise."  Has  Maine, 
since  that  recommendation,  done  the  one  thing  or  the 
other?  Has  she  passed  resolutions,  or  has  she  done 
"  otherwise  ? "  The  democratic  Governor  of  Connecti- 
cut was  prepared  to  surrender  Mr.  Dorr  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island,  when  he  took  refuge  in  New 
Hampshire  !  The  democratic  Governor  in  New  York 
countenances  the  late  insurrection  in  this  State,  only 
by  a  cautious  and  oblique  allusion,  which  occupies 
about  two  lines  of  his  Inaugural  Message.  Lastly,  the 
democratic  Governor  of  Massachusetts  is  silent  as  the 
grave  about  the  people's  constitution  and  "the  right- 
ful Governor."     How  unlike,  in  this  instance,  are  the 
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candidate  and  the  Governor !  The  voice  which  woke 
the  echoes  of  Medbury  Grove,  in  behalf  of  the  cause 
of  the  people,  how  it  dies  away  in  frigid  silence,  with- 
in the  waJls  of  the  Capitol ! 

Fellow  Citizens  : — ^In  this  attempt  to  show  you  that 
the  democratic  party  in  this  country  has  not  taken  sides 
with  Mr.  Dorr,  I  omit  entirely  the  consideration  of 
the  meeting  of  sympathizers  "got  up"  in  Boston, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  These  meetings  are 
very  well  understood.  They  are  intended  only  to 
produce  stage  effect.  They  may  enable  their  Presi- 
dents and  Secretaries  to  "  make  something  "  out  of  the 
trouble  in  which  they  vent  their  sympathies.  They 
are  intended  for  no  other  purpose.  They  can  answer 
no  other  piirpose.  Besides,  in  the  controversy  between 
the  friends  of  law  and  the  apostles  of  anarchy  in 
Khode  Island,  who  ever  doubted  on  which  side  were 
to  be  found  the  sympathies  of  the  "Butt  Enders  and 
Bam  Burners "  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  ? 
Who  ever  doubted  that  the  "  Pewter  Mug "  always 
frothed  and  foamed  in  the  cause  of  the  Doit  demo- 
cracy !  Who  ever  doubted  that  the  "  Five  Points  " 
went  in  favor  of  the  "  largest  liberty  ? " 

Fellow  Citizens : — We  have  examined  this  topic  in 
one  of  its  aspects.  Let  us  look  at  it  in  another.  Let 
me  here  remind  you  that  the  democratic  party  are  in 
the  ascendant  in  nearly  all  the  twenty  six  States  of 
the  Union.  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Kentucky,  and  lit- 
tle Delaware,  are,  I  believe,  the  only  States  where  the 
"Whig  party  clearly  predominates ;  in  Khode  Island 
the  political  power  being  divided  equally  between  the 
wbigs  and  democrats.  Democracy,  it  would  seem,  then 
rules  nearly  over  the  whole  domain.      In  how  many 
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States,  out  of  the  twenty  two  subject  to  its  entire  and 
undisputed  sway,  has  a  voice  been  raised  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Dorr?  I  answer  in  only  five,  and  two  of  these 
are  among  tlie  smallest  States  in  the  Union,  Has 
Pennsylvania  endorsed  the  attempts  which  have  been 
made  in  this  State  to  confound  democracy  with 
anarchy  i  Has  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  given  a 
responsive  echo  to  the  hoarse  notes  of  revolutionary 
discord  which  our  Ehode  Island  "Heralds"  have 
given  to  the  breeze  ?  Has  the  South,  always  ardent 
in  the  support  of  democracy,  felt  that  this  was  an  oc- 
casion in  which  it  became  her  to  come  to  the  rescue  of 
her  cherished  principles  ?  Has  Virginia  lifted  up  her 
voice,  to  encourage  ins^uTection  in  a  sister  State  ?  "No, 
my  fellow  citizens,  the  gigantic  West  has  put  forth 
none  of  its  democratic  vigor;  and  the  generous  South 
has  expended  none  of  its  democratic  fervors,  in  this 
bad  cause. 

Virginia  has  been  silent  throughout  all  our  trou- 
bles. Virginia,  the  birth  place  of  the  patriarchs  of 
democracy— the  land  of  Jefferson  and  Henry,  of  Madi- 
son and  Monroe — has  given  no  countenance  to  the 
doctrines  which  Mr.  Doit  broached,  when  he  put  the 
ball  of  revolution  in  motion,  and  which,  I  beg  you  to 
remember,  the  supporters  of  Thomas  F.  Carpenter 
have  never  repudiated. 

Fellow  Citizens :— Dismissing  this  topic,  let  us  re- 
cur to  the  address  number  two,  which  the  Dorrite  con- 
vention number  two  has  recently  put  forth.  In  read- 
ing this  address,  you  will  frequently  be  puzzled  how 
to  construe  the  language.  You  will  not  readily  catch 
the  idea  intended  to  be  concealed  rather  than  to  be 
conveyed — to  be  cloaked  in  ambiguity,  rather  than  in 
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Lonest  Englisli  to  be  made  plain.  In  all  such  cases  of 
perplexing  doubt,  it  may  be  well  to  remember  that 
Datee  J.  Pearce,  Benjamin  Cowell,  John  E.  Water- 
man, William  H.  Smith,  John  A.  Brown,  John  S. 
Harris,  and  Samuel  H.  Wales,  were  the  chief  instru- 
ments in  preparing  this  address.  These  are  the  men 
who  would  fain  have  you  think  that  the  great  object 
of  their  lives  is  "the  cherishment  of  the  people!" 
These  are  the  disinterested  patriots  who  claim  your 
confidence — unambitious  citizens— who  never  had  an 
office,  and  never  sought  one — tutelary  guardians  of 
law  and  order— and,  more  than  all  this,  the  pledged 
supporters  of  the  Algerine  constitution,  adopted  "  by 
a  minority  only,  and  in  contravention  of  the  will  of 
the  people ! " 

Fellow  Citizens  : — When  such  men  ast  your  confi- 
dence, you  must  not  be  too  scrupulous  in  your  esti- 
mates of  morality— or  too  severe  in  your  judgments  of 
character.  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  to  be  sure,  sought  to 
"  make  something  out  of  the  Bemis  case  " — and  he  did 
mate  something  out  of  the  Newport  frauds.  But 
then,  in  the  latter  case,  Mr.  Dorr  says,  that  "  Mr.  Pearce 
meant  no  fraud  !  "  Benjamin  Cowell,  it  is  true,  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  "  late  Governor  King,"  to  vindicate  the 
cause  of  rebellion,  but  he  voted  at  last  for  the  Al- 
gerine constitution  !  John  E.  Waterman  has  declared, 
that  the  same  Algerine  constitution  has  no  binding 
moral  force  upon  his  conscience — but  John  li.  Water- 
man is  an  honorable  man,  and,  coming  "  ft-esh  from  the 
people,"  he  now  says,  that  his  petty  conscientious 
scruples  must  yield  to  the  main  object — "the  cherish- 
ment of  the  people!"  John  A.  Brown  has  been 
furious  for  "Dorr  and  liberty."    The  association  of 
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whicli  he  is  tlie  President,  on  tlie  27th  of  December, 
denounced  the  Algerine  constitution  "  as  intended  to 
be  imposed  upon  the  people  without  their  consent,  and 
against  their  will,  and  as  entitled  to  no  respect  or  al- 
legiance whatsoever." 

Never  mind,  fellow  citizens,  Doctor  Brown  has  like- 
wise come  "  fresh  fi'om  the  people,"  with  a  contrite 
heart-— and  you  all  know  how  devoted  he  is  to  the 
"cherishment  of  the  people!"  As  to  Harris,  and 
Smith,  and  Wales,  they  are  patriots  of  whom  the 
world  is  not  worthy.  Ilarris  is  fresh  from  the  Morton 
festival.  Wales  is  fresh  from  the  presence  chamber 
of  the  "rightful  Governor"  at  Concord — and  Smith 
wears,  "with  modest  dignity,  the  crown  of  martyi-dom. 
Some  of  his  compeers  have  surrendered  their  eon- 
sciences,  in  order  to  maintain  the  Algerine  Constitu- 
tion. For  him  a  nobler  sacrifice  was  reserved — to 
Dexter  Randall  he  has  surrendered  his  office  !  Well 
may  it  be  said — "  the  Secretary  stands  alone— modern 
degeneracy  has  not  reached  him  !  " 

Fellow  Citizens:— These  are  the  men  who  aim  to 
persuade  you  that  they  are  the  friends  of  the  legal 
constitution  ;  that  they  may  be  safely  trusted  with  the 
political  power  of  the  State ;  that  you  ought  to  elect 
as  your  Governor,  Thomas  F.  Carpenter,  who  last 
April  voted  for  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  as  Governor ! 
Surely,  "the  net  is  spread  in  vain  in  the  sight  of  any 
bird  !  "  Surely,  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  must  be 
most  easily  deceived,  if  they  can  place  the  slightest 
confidence  in  men  who,  within  the  shoit  space  of  six 
weeks,  come  before  the  world,  in  a  grave  matter,  with 
two  sets  of  principles — not  only  different,  but  directly 
contradictory.  „       t,- 

■'  Old  JNaeeagahsett. 


.^y  Google 


WRITINGS    OF   "WILLIAJr   G.    GODDARD. 


PROVIDBSCE  JOURNAL,  FEBRUARY  21,   1843. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  XVI. 
THE    SECOND    DOBEITE    CONVENTION    AND    ITS    DOINGS. 


To  TiiE  People  oe  Rhode  Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  :— Keep  in  mind  that  the  Dorrite 
convention  number  one  and  the  Dorrite  convention 
number  two,  were  held  in  secret,  and  that  the  lead- 
ing spirits  of  the  one  were  the  leading  spirits  of  the 
other !  Keep,  also,  in  mind  that  a  committee  of  the 
convention  number  one  was  instructed  to  publish 
only  such  portions  of  the  proceedings  as  it  should  be 
thought  safe  to  lay  before  the  people.  What  secret 
engagements  were  entered  into  by  the  first  convention, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  people's  constitu- 
tion "  with  the  least  delay,"  we  are,  therefore,  left  to 
conjecture.  The  resolutions  which  they  adopted  and 
published  were,  upon  some  points,  however,  suffi- 
ciently explicit.  They  left  no  doubt  upon  the  mind 
of  any  reasonable  man,  not  blinded  by  passion  or  by 
party,  that  the  legal  constitution  had  every  thing  to 
fear  from  its  enemies,  if  its  enemies  should  ever  be 
clothed  with  political  power.    These  resolutions  have 
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been  published  again  and  again.  Remember,  fellow 
citizens,  that  they  have  neither  been  retracted  nor  ex- 
punged. They  still  stand  upon  the  record  as  the  ex- 
plicit and  authentic  declaration  of  the  sentiments  and 
the  purposes  of  the  men  who,  having  failed  to  intimi- 
date, are  now  attempting  to  ensnare  you. 

Fellow  Citizens : — What  portion  of  the  records  of 
the  Dorrite  convention  number  two  has  been  sup- 
pressed, we  know  not.  Enough,  however,  has  been 
disclosed,  to  quicken  to  increased  vigilance  and  ac- 
tivity every  friend  to  the  legal  constitution,  and  to 
kindle  in  the  breast  of  every  honorable  man  a  senti- 
ment of  indignation  towards  men  who,  by  their  own 
records,  are  proved  to  be  destitute  not  only  of  virtue 
but  of  shame.  The  resolutions  appended  to  the 
Jesuitical  address  of  the  Dorrite  convention  number 
two,  are  marked  by  that  insipid  neutrality  in  which 
cunning  men,  when  they  seek  to  decline  an  issue  made 
upon  great  principles,  instinctively  take  refuga 
These  resolutions  are  intended  to  blind  yon  to  the  true 
issue  which  has  been  made  up,  and  which  alone  you 
are  to  try,  at  the  ballot  box,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
April  next.  In  one  of  them,  these  men  who,  for  the 
year  past,  have  been  deep  in  traitorous  counsels,  and 
some  of  whom  are  not  unstained  by  actual  participa- 
tion in  scenes  of  revolutionary  violence,  affect  to  feel 
aggneved,  because  they  have  been  "  charged  with  en- 
tertaining revolutionary  and  insurrectionary  designs ! " 
They  would  have  you  look  upon  them  as  honest  and 
gentle  souls,  whom  the  rascally  Algerines  have  pur- 
sued, in  all  this  matter,  with  a  "hunt  of  obloquy." 

Have  you  forgotten,  fellow  citizens,  the  Jacobin 
clubs  which  assembled  weekly  at  the  Town  House, 


.^y  Google 


274  "WRITINGS    OF   WILLIAM   G.    GODDAED. 

and  into  which  Dorr,  and  Parmenter  and  Simmons 
sought  to  engraft,  and  did  engraft  the  licentious 
theories,  and  the  distempered  energies  of  jacobinism  ? 
Have  you  forgotten  the  elaborate  opinion  which 
Thomas  W.  Dorr,  Thomas  F.  Carpenter,  Samuel  Y, 
Atwell,  Benjamin  Cowell  and  others — "nine  learned 
lawyers "  in  all — put  forth  in  order  to  drug  with  an 
opiate  the  consciences  of  the  ignorant  and  violent  men 
who  were  bent  on  establishing  the  people's  constitu- 
tion "  by  all  necessary  means  ? "  Have  you  forgotten, 
and  can  you  ever  forget,  the  night  of  the  attaclc  upon 
the  State's  arsenal  ?  Have  you  forgotten,  and  can  you 
ever  forget,  the  aiTay,  at  Acote's  Hill,  of  hundreds  of 
ruffians,  Mr.  Dorr  called  them  "brave  men!"  whom 
he  and  men  lite  him  having,  all  the  while,  naught  in 
view  but  "  the  cherishment  of  the  people  !  "  had  ex- 
asperated to  the  wildest  excess  of  revolutionary  fanati- 
cism ?  No,  fellow  citizens,  these  are  deep  wrongs 
which  cannot  and  ought  not  soon  to  be  forgotten. 
Especially  ought  they  to  be  recalled  to  your  remem- 
brance, at  this  crisis,  when  the  very  men  who,  behind 
the  scenes,  were  the  prime  agents  in  all  this  fearful 
public  mischief,  come  before  you,  and  in  the  blandest 
accents  ask  you  to  vote  for  them^to  install  them  in 
high  places — to  welcome  them  as  the  predestined  re- 
storers of  peace,  and  haiTQony,  and  prosperity,  to  our 
long  agitated  and  much  injured  State ! 

Fellow  Citizens : — Annexed  is  one  of  the  resolutions 
passed  at  the  late  convention,  and  the  only  one  which 
seems  to  deserve  fai-ther  comment : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  capacities,  abilities  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  candidates  recommended  to  fill  the 
places  of  general  officers,  we  have  the  fullest  confl- 
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dence  and  the  surest  guarantee  tliat,  if  elected,  they 
will  promptly  adopt  all  needful  measures  to  put  the 
government  into  operation  and  eaiTy  out  our  cherished 
principles." 

Omitting,  for  the  present,  all  investigation  into 
"  the  capacity,  abilities  and  integrity "  of  the  candi- 
dates nominated  by  the  Dorrites,  we  may  be  permit- 
ted to  draw  your  attention  to  "  the  glorious  uncer- 
tainty "  which  haugs  over  the  meaning  of  this  resolu- 
tion. What  are  "  the  cherished  principles  "  of  these 
men,  I,  for  one,  should  like  to  know  'i  Do  they  mean 
that  we  shall  take  the  address  and  the  resolutions  of 
the  convention  number  one,  or  the  address  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  convention  number  two,  as  the  true  expo- 
nent of  "  their  cherished  principles  ? "  Are  the  prin- 
ciples avowed  in  November,  or  the  principles  avowed 
in  February,  the  "  cherished  principles  ?"  Which  of 
the  two  sets  of  piinciples  is  to  be  received  as  genuine  ? 

Again,  in  this  connexion,  I  feel  a  little  shy  of  the 
adverb  "  promptly  " — apprehending  that  it  may  mean 
"  the  least  possible  delay."  Again,  the  phrase  "  all 
needful  measures  "  — so  like  is  it  to  the  consecrated 
phrase  "  all  necessary  means,"  that  every  friend  of 
"  the  rightful  Governor  "  and  of  the  people's  constitu- 
tion will  feel  that  it  is  meant  to  comfort  them !  Lastly, 
what  are  we  to  understand  by  "  the  government," 
which  General  Carpenter  and  Mr.  Atwell  are  to  put 
in  operation  ?  Within  the  last  year,  we  have  been 
blessed  with  two  governors,  two  general  assemblies, 
two  constitutions,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  some  folks, 
with  two  governments!  Now,  we  have  a  right  to 
know,  before  we  vote  for  General  Carpenter  and  IVIr. 
Atwell,  which  is  the  government  they  are  to  put  into 
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operation.  Is  it  the  government  under  the  Algerlne 
constitution,  or  the  government  under  the  people's  con- 
stitution ?  Is  it  the  government  which  Mr.  Atwell  in- 
troduced a  bill  into  the  Legislature  to  vacate  in  favor 
of  that  constitution,  or  is  it  the  government  which  hia 
friends,  in  November  last,  declared  was  established  by 
"  a  minority  only,"  and  "  in  contravention  of  the 
sovereign  power  "  of  the  people  1 

Let  us,  fellow  citizens,  before  we  clothe  these  men 
with  political,  power,  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  are 
their  "  cherished  principles,"  and  what  is  "  the  govern- 
ment "  which  they  would  put  into  operation. 

Old  Narragansett. 


PKOVIDEKCE  JOUENAL,  TEBRTTAEY  26,  1843. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  XVH. 
THE    SECOND    DOKKITE    CONVENTION    AND    IT3    DOINGS. 


To  THE  People  or  Rhode  Island: — 

I^LLOw  Citizens  : — If  the  address  of  the  last  Dor- 
rite  Convention  can  deceive  a  single  man  in  Khode 
Island,  the  schoolmaster  has  been  abroad  in  vain.    So 
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diverse,  nay,  so  utterly  irreconcilable,  are  tlie  princi- 
ples and  purposes  avowed  in  the  address  number  one, 
from  the  principles  and  purposes  avowed  in  the  ad- 
dress number  two,  that  the  contrariety  between  them 
presents  a  curious  and  somewhat  puzzling  philosophi- 
cal problem.  How  can  you  account  for  the  phenome- 
non ?  Have  these  men  become  the  victims  of  a  tempo- 
rary hallucination,  or  have  they  been  seduced,  by  the 
love  of  fanciful  analogies,  into  a  course  which  exposes 
their  integrity  to  grave  suspicion  ?  Have  they  con- 
cluded that,  because  we  have  had,  within  the  year 
past,  two  governors,  two  general  assemblies,  and  two 
constitutions,  it  is  all  right  for  them  to  have  two  con- 
sciences— a  conscience  marked  number  one,  and  a  con- 
science marked  number  two ;  a  December  conscience, 
and  a  Februai'y  conscience;  a  Dorrite  conscience,  and 
a  democratic  conscience ! 

Leaving  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  to  adopt  either 
solution  of  this  extraordinary  problem,  or  to  frame 
another  more  satisfactory  to  yourselves,  suffer  me  to 
pass  to  a  further  examination  of  the  last  address 
which  the  Dorrites  have  put  forth,  in  order  to  secure 
their  main  object,  namely,  "the  cherishment  of  the 
people ! "  This  examination  need  not  be  veiy  ex- 
tended. It  would  imply  an  insult  upon  your  under- 
standings, to  suppose  that  you  cannot  see  the  net 
which  is  laid  for  your  feet ;  that  you  cannot  pierce  the 
disguise  which  the  authors  of  this  address  have  been 
compelled  to  adopt ;  that  you  cannot  detect  the  double 
meaning  under  which  they  seek  to  hide  from  you  a 
dishonest  and  most  mischievous  purpose.  For  the 
sake,  however,  of  deepening  the  impression  which  this 
address  cannot  fail  to  make  upon  your  minds,  and  of 
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eshibiting  tte  trae  characters  of  its  authors,  it  may 
not  "be  amiss  to  direct  your  attention  to  a  few  of  its 
most  significant  passages. 

The  address  opens  in  a  tone  of  self  gratulation,  posi- 
tively amusing.  These  friends  and  coadjutors  of  the 
"brave  men"  who  attacked  the  State's  arsenal,  and 
who  assembled  at  Acote's  hill,  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  overthrow,  by  military  force,  the  existing  gov- 
ernment of  Rhode  Island,  now  have  the  matchless 
effrontery  to  commend  themselves  to  "the  wise  and 
good  of  the  whole  Union,"  for  "the  patriotism  and 
the  devotion  to  republican  principles"  with  which 
they  "united  to  preserve  the  public  peace!  and  to 
defend  and  maintain  constituti>3nal  freedom  and  popu- 
lar government ! "  That  there  may  be  no  mistake,  fellow 
citizens,  I  give  you  their  very  words.  They  unite  to  pre- 
serve the  public  peace  !  They,  who  so  exasperated  the 
passions  and  so  misled  the  understandings  of  a  portion 
of  our  people,  that  we  hardly  escaped  the  worst  horrors 
of  a  civil  war  !  They  defend  popular  government  and 
constitutional  freedom !  They  who  did  all  that  they 
dared  to  do,  in  order  to  subject  the  people  of  this 
State,  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  to  the  rule 
of  a  ferocious  and  insolent  military  domination  ! 

These  men  proceed  to  say — "By  this  union  and  de- 
termination of  the  people,  all  apprehensions  of  any 
actual  or  constructive  violence — all  fears  of  anarchy, 
of  civil  commotion,  of  revolution,  or  of  insubordina- 
tion, are  at  once  entirely  dissipated  and  banished," 
Verily,  here  is  a  full  and  complete  catalogue  of  the 
offences  which  these  men  have  themselves  committed, 
and  which,  with  a  gravity  truly  inimitable,  they  seem 
to  charge  upon  the  friends  of  law  and  order?     By 
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their  "  union  and  determination  "  Lave  insubordina- 
tion, violence,  and  revolution  "been  put  down  !  What 
say  you  to  this,  gallant  citizens  of  Providence,  who 
had  resolved  to  go  to  the  death  in  defence  of  your  fire- 
sides? And  what  say  you,  brave  men  of  Kent,  and 
you  no  less  brave  men,  who,  from  Warren  and  Bristol, 
Ehode  Island  and  Old  Narragansett,  rushed  to  this 
city,  to  save  her  from  the  hori'ors  of  ruffian  violence, 
and  to  put  forth  a  soldier's  might  in  defence  of  liberty 
and  law  'i 

Fellow  Citizens : — Let  me  next  invite  your  attention 
to  the  following  passage  of  the  address : — "  Two  promi- 
nent evils  [a  restricted  suffrage,  and  unequal  repi'esen- 
tation]  have  been  partially  redressed,  though  not  to 
that  extent  which  a  more  perfect  equality  would  re- 
quire ! "  Here,  fellow  citizens,  is  a  very  significant 
intimation  that  the  work  of  political  reform  has  not, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Dorrites,  been  perfected. 
None  of  their  "cherished  principles"  have  they  aban- 
doned. Free  as  suffrage  has  been  made  under  the 
legal  constitution,  it  is  not  free  enough  for  the  Dor- 
rites.  Nothing,  in  this  matter,  will  content  them  but 
the  provision  in  the  "people's  constitution,"  which 
would,  in  effect,  confer  upon  our  foreign  population 
and  upon  the  fi,oating  masses  in  Providence  and  the 
factory  villages  the  whole  political  power  of  the  State, 
and  confer  it  upon  them,  without  any  effective  check, 
and  for  all  time.  If  the  farmers  of  Rhode  Island ;  if, 
indeed,  any  portion  of  the  conservative  classes  are  not 
ready  thus  to  sacrifice  their  rights  and  their  truest  wel- 
fare, they  will  take  good  care  to  withhold  their  votes 
from  General  Carpenter  and  his  Dorrite  associates. 
These  candidates  are  pledged  to  carry  out  the  "  cher- 
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isbed  principles  "  of  the  party  which  nominated  them  ; 
and  no  principle  is  more  cherished  by  them  than  the 
principle  of  universal  suffrage.  That  such  is  the  fact, 
you  cannot  doubt,  if  you  will  read  the  following  reso- 
lution, adopted  by  "a  mass  meeting"  of  Dorrites,  held 
at  Cranston,  February  loth,  several  days  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  address— at  the  identical  mass  meeting 
which  was  enlivened  by  "  the  Dorr  quick  step  " ; 

"  Kesolved,  That  we  hereby  reiterate  and  reaffirm 
the  doctrine  that  all  political  powers  are  vested  in  the 
people,  and  that  by  the  people  we  mean  the  whole 
people,  not  that  portion  of  them  to  whom  powers  may 
at  any  time  be  delegated  for  the  purposes  of  govern- 
ment, but  the  whole  people  in  the  State,  represented  by 
all  the  male  population  of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years 
and  upwards,  who  are  not  mentally  disqualified  to  a 
rational  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the  govern- 
ment." 

Fellow  Citizens : — This  resolution  surely  needs  no 
elaborate  comment.  Should  the  cherished  principle  in 
respect  to  suffrage,  which  it  embodies,  once  be  carried 
out,  the  farmers  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  truth  all 
other  quiet  citizens,  might  as  well  stay  away  fi-om 
town  meeting.  Under  such  a  system  of  unrestricted 
suffrage,  they  would,  without  any  power  to  defend 
themselves,  inevitably  be  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
a  majority,  swayed  by  the  worst  demagogues  in  the 
State.  A  consummation  so  disastrous  can  be  averted 
only  by  electing  to  office  men  who  are  in  favor  of  main- 
taining the  legal  constitution,  and  not  men  who  stand 
pledged  to  overthrow  it,  and  to  establish  with  the 
least  delay,  the  people's  constitution  upon  its  ruins  ! 

Fellow  Citizens : — ^The  Dorrites,  should  they  ever 
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obtain  political  powei-,  would  also  reform  the  present 
coDStitution  of  the  Senate,  in  order  to  accommodate  it 
to  their  notions  of  "more  perfect  equality."  They 
would  assign  to  Providence,  Smithfield,  Cumberland, 
Warwick,  and  other  manufacturing  towns,  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  power  in  that  branch  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Not  only  would  this  organic  change 
prove  to  be  a  calamity  to  those  towns,  but  it  would 
take  from  the  small  agricultural  towns,  the  only  effec- 
tive means  by  which,  hereafter,  they  can  hope  to  pro- 
tect theJi'  lights  and  interests  against  aggression. 
Most  inimical  to  the  influence  of  the  conservative 
classes  throughout  the  State,  would  be  any  alteration 
in  the  present  organization  of  the  Senate,  which, 
either  by  diminishing  the  number  of  Senators,  or  by 
changing  the  manner  in  which  they  are  elected,  would 
impair  its  value  as  an  effective  check  upon  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  whenever  that  House  may,  from 
any  cause,  be  tempted  to  abuse  its  power.  Break 
down  the  salutary  restriction  under  which  foreignei-s 
are  now  permitted  to  exercise  the  light  of  suffrage, 
and  conform  the  Senate  to  a  standard  of  theoretic  per- 
fection, and  the  demagogues  of  the  day  will  carry  out 
their  "  cherished  principles  "  with  a  vengeance  ! 

Fellow  Citizens : — To  another  important  provieion 
of  the  legal  constitution  "  the  cherished  principles  "  of 
the  Dorrites  are  not  less  strongly  opposed.  I  refer  to 
the  subjoined  article, relative  to  "amendments,"  which 
indicates  the  manner,  and  the  only  manner,  in  which 
the  constitution  can,  mthout  usurpation  or  without  a 
resort  to  the  revolutionary  power,  be  changed  : 

"  The  General  Assembly  may  propose  amendments 
to  this  constitution  by  the  votes  of  a  majoiity  of  all 
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the  members  elected  to  eacli  House,  Such  proposi- 
tions for  amendment  shall  be  published  in  the  news- 
papei's,  and  printed  copies  of  them  shall  be  sent  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State,  with  the  names  of  all  the  mem- 
bers who  shall  have  voted  thereon,  with  the  yeas  and 
nays,  to  all  the  town  and  city  clerks  in  the  State. 
The  said  propositions  shall  be,  by  said  clerks,  inserted 
in  the  warrants  or  notices  by  them  issued,  for  -warning 
the  next  annual  town  and  ward  meetings  in  April ;  and 
the  clerks  shall  read  said  propositions  to  the  electors 
when  thns  assembled,  with  the  names  of  all  the  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators  who  shall  have  voted  thereon, 
with  the  yeas  and  nays,  before  the  election  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  shall  be  had.  If  a  majority  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  each  House,  at  said  annual 
meeting,  shall  approve  any  proposition  thus  made,  the 
same  shall  be  published  and  submitted  to  the  electors 
in  the  mode  provided  in  the  act  of  approval ;  and  if. 
then  approved  by  three  fifths  of  the  electors  of  the 
State  present,  and  voting  thereon  in  town  and  ward 
meetings,  it  shall  become  a  part  of  the  constitution  of 
the  State." 

This,  fellow  citizens,  you  need  not  be  reminded,  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  and  truly  conservative  pro- 
visions in  the  legal  constitution.  A  similar  provision 
in  the  Landholders'  Constitution  was  strongly  ob- 
jected to  by  the  Dorrites,  as  in  violation  of  "  the  repub- 
lican rule  that  the  majority  should  govern  ! "  Should 
they  now  succeed  in  breaking  down  this  provision,  or 
should  they  dare,  in  carrying  out  their  notions  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  people,  to  violate  it,  the  constitu- 
tion will  not  be  worth  the  parchment  upon  which  it 
is  engrossed;  the  right  of   suffrage  will  be  extended. 
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at  once,  to  "  all  the  male  population  of  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years  and  upwards  ; "  and  the  protection 
afforded  by  the  present  organization  of  the  Senate,  to 
the  conservative  classes,  will  be  wrested  from  them 
forever.  Rhode  Island  would  then  become  a  prey  to 
successive  factions ;  our  dearest  rights  and  most  im- 
portant interests,  no  longer  protected  by  a  stable  gov- 
ernment, would  then  be  at  the  mercy  of  unprincipled 
demagogues  operating  upon  the  passions  of  fluctua- 
ting majorities. 

Fellow  Citizens  : — ^The  address  disclaims  all  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Donates  to  change  the  legal 
constitution,  "  by  usurpation."  With  an  emphasis 
somewhat  suspicious,  they  affirm  and  reaffii'm  their  de- 
termination to  maintain  the  legal  constitution,  till,  in 
the  language  of  Washington,  it  is  changed  "  by  an  ex- 
plicit and  aiithentic  act  of  the  whole  people."  This 
language,  you  vrill  recollect,  forms  a  part  of  the  first 
section  of  the  Bill  of  Eights  in  the  legal  constitution. 
As  understood  by  Washington,  and  as  understood  by 
the  framers  and  the  friends  of  that  constitution,  these 
words  are  endowed  with  a  power  to  protect  us  against 
all  change  by  usurpation.  But  I  apprehend,  and  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  Dorrites,  in 
this  matter,  understand,  by  an  explicit  and  authentic 
act  of  the  whole  people,  something  more  than  what 
Washington  understood  by  it — and  something  more 
than  we  understand  by  it !  Concerning  this  power  to 
change  the  constitution,  the  Doriites  affect  to  be  at 
great  pains  to  define  their  "  exact  position."  Most  la- 
mentably, however,  do  they  fail  in  this  their  professed 
object.  Listen,  fellow  citizens,  to  their  language. 
Mark  the  solicitude  which  they  seem  to  feel,  lest  you 
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should  distrust  their  sinceiity,  and  should  come,  after 
all,  to  the  conclusion  that,  instead  of  explaining  their 
"exact  position,"  they  had  only  ohscured  it.  "This 
obligation  [that  of  an  oatli]  will  exist,"  says  the  ad- 
dress, "  till  the  constitution  shall  have  been  changed 
by  an 'explicit  and  sovereign  act  of  the  whole  people." 
Again  : 

"  Such  a  change  [by  legislative  enactment]  would 
be  a  usurpation,  unless  it  was  expressly  commanded 
and  specially  directed,  by  an  explicit  act  of  the  whole 
people,  clearly  and  plainly  expressed  by  them  in  their 
sovereign  capacity ! ! " 

Again  :  "  We  are  fully  aware  that  the  constitution- 
is  and  must  be  obligatoiy,  until  it  shall  be  changed  in 
the  manner  and  foiin  herein  before  indicated."  After 
all  these  repeated  and  emphatic  asseverations,  they 
have  left  in  doubt  the  very  matter  which  they  pro- 
fessed their  desire  to  make  plain.  Had  they  declared, 
explicitly,  that  the  legal  constitution  is  "  sacredly  ob- 
ligatoiy upon  all,"  until  it  is  changed  in  the  manner 
and  fonn  indicated  by  the  article  on  amendments, 
there  could  have  been  no  misconception  as  to  their 
"exact  position."  This  is  what  Washington  under- 
stood, and  this  is  what  we  understand,  by  "  an  explicit 
and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people."  Any  other 
mode  of  changing  the  constitution  than  that  provided 
by  the  constitution  itself,  would  be  revolutionary  in 
its  character,  and  a  gross  usurpation  of  the  rights  of 
the  people.  I  marvel  that  the  Dorrites,  if  they  really 
wished  to  make  this  matter  plain,  did  not  refer  to  the 
article  on  amendments,  pointing  out,  as  that  article 
does  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  the  only  mode  in 
which  the  constitution  can  be  changed.    With  this  ar- 
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tide  on  amendments  staring  them  in  the  face,  will  tliey 
contend  that  the  sulistitntion  of  the  "  People's  Consti- 
tution," hy  a  convention  which  might  assemble,  at  the 
request  of  the  General  Assembly,  would  be  what 
Washington  meant,  and  what  we  mean  by  "an  ex- 
plicit and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people  ? " 

This  is  now  the  question,  and,  until  this  question  be 
settled,  it  will  be  all  in  vain  for  the  Don-ites  to  pre- 
tend that  they  mean  to  maintain,  in  good  faith,  the 
legal  constitution.  Till  this  question  be  settled,  the 
people  of  Ehode  Island  will  be  slow  to  discard  the 
distrust  with  which  they  have  all  along  been  com- 
pelled to  regard  the  professions  and  the  designs  of  the 
Dorrites.  Tliis  distrust  is  founded  in  declarations, 
formally  and  repeatedly  made,  and  which,  be  it  re- 
membered, have  never  been  revoked.  They  will  be 
slow,  in  any  event,  to  trust  the  administration  of  the 
Constitution  to  its  bitterest  enemies ;  to  those  who 
have  declared  their  repugnance  to  it,  in  every  form  of 
reproachful  language  which  either  hatred  or  contempt 
can  suggest.  That  I  may  not  be  thought  to  deal  in 
unsupported  assertions,  I  here  subjoin  various  resolu- 
tions, &e.,  adopted  by  the  Dorrites,  and  all  of  them 
going  to  show  what,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  was  their 
"  exact  position  "  in  regard  to  the  Constitution,  the  ad- 
ministration of  which  they  now  ask  you  to  conunit  to 
their  hands.  I  begin  with  the  solemn  "Resolutions 
and  Protests"  adopted  in  this  city,  November  11th, 
1842,  by  "the  friends  of  the  People's  Constitution:" 

"  Resolved,  That  we  protest  against  all  the  meas- 
ures of  the  charter  party  of  this  State,  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  People's  Constitution,  which  are  not  in 
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conformity  with,  and  whicli  are  contrary  to,  tlie  pro- 
visions of  said  Constitution. 

"  Because,  The  people  of  this  State,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, have  already  adopted  a  written  Constitution, 
which  has,  by  no  act  of  theirs,  been  annulled  or  re- 
pealed, and  which  we  believe  now  to  be  of  right  the 
paramount  law  and  Constitution  of  the  State. 

"Because,  The  main  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
are  unjust  and  anti  American,  making  odious  distinc- 
tions among  the  citizens,  and  perpetuating  a  rotten 
borough  system  of  unequal  representation  by  which 
a  town  with  three  hundi-ed  and  sixty  five  inhabitants, 
and  another  town  with  more  than  twenty  three  thou- 
sand, have  each  the  same  representation  in  the 
Senate." 

The  Rhode  Island  Suffi-age  Association,  in  Decem- 
ber, adopted  a  long  and  elaborate  "  Address  to  the 
friends  of  equal  rights  in  this  State."  This  address 
holds  the  following  language :  "  We,  the  friends  of 
equal  rights,  citizens  of  Uhode  Island,  do  not  consider 
said  pretended  Constitution  as  entitled  to  any  respect 
or  allegiance  whatsoever." 

Kesolutions  passed  at  the  Dorrite  Convention,  which 
met  at  Providence,  November  29,  1842  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  State,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  sovereign  right,  have,  in  their  sovereign 
capacity,  formed  a  constitution,  which  has  been 
adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be  the  supreme  law, 

"And  whereas,  The  government  de  facto  of  this 
State  have  formed  another  constitution,  in  contraven- 
tion of  this  sovereign  power,  and  have  offered  the 
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same  to  tlie  people,  wliiclt  has  been  voted  for  by  a 
minority  only : 

"And  wLereas,  There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that 
said  constitution  is  intended  to  "be  imposed  upon  a 
majority  of  the  people  against  their  consent.  There- 
fore, 

"  Resolved,  That  we  do  for  ourselves  and  for  the  peo- 
ple solemnly  protest  against  the  same  and  the  man- 
ner of  its  adoption." 

Resolution  passed  at  the  Dorrite  State  Convention, 
December  20,  1842 : 

"Eesolved,  That  in  recommending  this  course,  (to 
register)  and  in  order  to  avoid  all  doubt  or  miscon- 
struction of  our  purpose,  we  explicitly  avow  our  ob- 
ject to  be,  to  accomplish  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and 
with  the  least  delay,  the  establishment  iu  fact,  as  well 
as  in  right,  of  the  People's  Constitution." 

Resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  Domtes  in  the 
Fifth  "Ward  of  this  city,  December  19th  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  State,  in  the 
free  exercise  of  their  inherent  and  legitimate  sover- 
eignty, have  formed,  for  themselves,  a  constitution  of 
government ;  but  that  they  have  been  prevented  from 
carrying  it  into  operation,  by  a  lawless  military 
force. 

"Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  thing  termed  a 
constitution,  recently  adopted  by  a  small  though 
wealthy  faction  in  this  State,  to  be  both  illegal  in  its 
origin  and  unequal  and  unjust  in  its  provisions ;  and 
that  therefore  it  is  not  of  I'ight  the  paramount  law  of 
the  State. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  organizing  a  form  of  ffoverii- 
raeut  under  this  constitution,  we  intend  to  do  no  piore 
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than  to  give  the  people  an  oppoi-tuuity  to  carry  out 
their  own  will  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  unprinci- 
pled despots  who  would  conti'ol  the  free  exercise  of 
their  inalienable  rights. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  qualifying  ourselves  to  act  un- 
der the  Algerine  constitution,  and  in  using  such  means 
as  may  be  put  in  our  power,  through  the  foi-uis  of 
"  law  and  order,"  to  cast  aside  this  most  odious  foi-m 
of  govei'ument,  and  to  rear  upon  its  niins  the  consti- 
tution legally  made  and  adopted  by  the  people,  we  be- 
lieve we  are  performing  a  solemn  duty  which  we  owe 
to  our  God,  to  our  country  and  our  posterity." 

The  language  of  all  these  resolutions,  fellow  citizens, 
is  sufficiently  explicit.  It  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  what 
was,  only  a  feiv  weeks  since,  the  "  exact  position  "  of 
the  men,  who  now  ask  you  to  clothe  them  with  politi- 
cal power,  in  order  that  they  may  carry  out  their 
"  cherished  principles."  Is  there  a  tittle  of  evidence 
to  show  that  the  position  taken  by  these  men  in  De- 
cember has  been  abandoned  ?  Is  there  a  tittle  of  evi- 
dence to  show  that  what  were  their  cherished  princi- 
ples then  are  not  their  cherished  principles  now  ?  It 
is  true,  these  men  disclaim  all  intention  to  subvert  the 
legal  constitution  by  a  legislative  act;  but  they  do 
not  disavow  the  intention  to  establish  the  people's 
constitution,  "with  the  least  delay,"  by  means  of  a 
convention,  whose  will  in  the  premises  they  will  re- 
gard as  "  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole 
people ! "  More  than  all — their  ominous  silence  in 
regard  to  the  mode  for  changing  the  constitution  pro- 
vided by  the  constitution  itself,  and  the  earnestness 
with  which  they  press  theii'  loose  doctrine  of  popular 
sovereignty,  leave  little  room  to  doubt  that  General 
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Carpenter  and  his  associates,  if  elected,  would 
"  promptly  adopt  all  needful  measures,"  to  change  the 
constitution,  by  resorting  to  some  mode  which,  in 
their  judgment,  will  be  regarded  as  "an  authentic  and 
explicit  act  of  the  whole  people  ! " 

Fellow  Citizens :— I  have  now  done  with  the  Dorrite 
Convention  number  two  and  its  doings.  Ere  long, 
too,  I  shall  take  my  final  leave  of  "the  crisis,  its  dan- 
gers and  its  duties;"  quitting,  not  unwillingly,  the 
arena  of  political  contention,  for  more  congenial  pur- 
suits, and  resigning  to  other  and  to  abler  pens  the  ser- 
vice  in  which  mine  has  been  so  long  employed. 

Old  Naeragansett. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  MARCH  2,  1843, 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.  XVin. 


To  THE  People  op  Rhode  Island  :— 

Fellow  Citizens : — That  the  Dorrites  meditate  the 
overthrow  of  the  legal  constitution,  can  be  doubted  by 
no  one  who  is  familiar  ■\vith  the  spirit  which  animates 
them,  and  with  the  positive  declarations  which,  from 
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time  to  time,  they  have  put  fortli.  They  very  mod- 
estly ask  you  to  clothe  them  with  political  power,  in 
order  that  they  may  cariy  out  their  "  cherished  prin- 
ciples." What  their  cherished  principles  are,  you 
very  well  know.  The  DoiTites  are  hostile  to  the  legal 
constitution  ;  to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  framed  and 
adopted,  and  to  some  of  the  most  important  provieions 
which  it  contains.  They  are  avowedly  hostile  to  the 
very  liberal  provision  ^vhich  that  constitution  makes 
for  the  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  Liberal 
though  that  provision  may  be,  it  is  not  liberal  enough 
for  them.  They  declare  themselves  to  be  in  favor  of 
"a  wholly  unrestricted  suffrage,"  (I  here  quote  the 
words  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  uttered  several  years  ago,) 
"  which  would  render  our  elections  rather  a  curse  than 
a  blessing,  and  which  would  drive  from  the  polls  all 
sober  minded  people."  They  are  for  "  cheapening  this 
invaluable  right,"  by  allowing  every  man  in  the  State, 
of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  to  vote  for  all  officers 
who  are  elected  or  ma)''  hereafter  be  made  eligible  by 
the  people.  To  the  injurious  practical  operation  of 
this  wholly  unrestricted  suffrage  upon  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  State,  I  have  often  directed  your  serious 
attention.  Upon  this  topic  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary 
to  superadd  a  word  of  admonition.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, dismiss  it,  without  again  exhorting  you  to  strug- 
gle, with  all  your  might,  to  avert  the  multiplied  and 
irretrievable  calamities  which  would  inevitably  fall 
upon  the  State,  should  the  Dorrites  succeed  in  their 
endeavors  to  introduce  among  us  their  system  of  uni- 
versal suffrage !  Under  such  a  system,  Providence 
would  shadow  forth,  in  some  sort,  the  civic  glories  of 
JTew  York,  controlled  as  that  metropolis  is,  and  must 
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be,  by  men  who  have  never  yet  learned  to  control 
themselves !  Under  such  a  system,  our  agricultural 
towns  would  be  consigned  to  a  hopeless  subjection  to 
a  class  of  voters,  who  are  peculiarly  liable  to  the  ma, 
lign  influences  of  the  demagogue,  and  who,  for  various 
reasons,  can  be  supposed  to  feel  no  strong  attachment 
either  to  the  interests  or  to  the  honor  of  Ehode  Island. 
Those  of  you,  fellow  citizens,  who  deprecate  this  radi- 
cal change  in  relation  to  suffrage,  which  the  Dorrites 
are  pledged  to  introduce,  will  be  careful,  on  the  first 
"Wednesday  of  April,  not  to  vote  for  the  candidates 
whom  they  have  recommended  to  your  support. 
Clothe  General  Carpenter  and  his  associates  on  the 
Dorrite  prox  with  the  political  power  of  the  State, 
and  they  will  commence,  without  delay,  the  work  of 
reform.  They  will  not  suffer  your  Constitution  to 
exist  a  single  year.  They  will  strangle  the  infant  in 
its  very  cradle ! 

Fellow  Citizens : — The  Dorrites  are  likewise  bitterly 
opposed  to  what  they  tei-m  the  "  rotten  borough  "  Sen- 
ate, established  by  the  legal  constitution.  They  are, 
however,  somewhat  cautious  in  proclaiming  their  hos- 
tility to  the  organization  of  the  Senate,  because  they 
know  that  the  agricultural  towns,  and  indeed  that  the 
whole  conservative  interest  of  the  State,  loot  to  that 
branch  of  the  government  as  their  only  adequate  pro- 
tection against  the  evils  either  of  hasty  or  of  oppres- 
sive legislation.  The  people's  constitution  provided 
for  a  Senate  organized  upon  very  different  principles — 
upon  principles  which  would  have  left  it  without  the 
least  effective  power  to  withstand  the  House,  should 
the  House,  under  the  temporary  dominion  of  factious 
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impulses,  ever  trespass  upon  the  sacred  principle  of 
"equal  rights." 

Think  not,  fellow  citizens,  that  the  Dorrite  reformers 
"will  spare  our  Senate.  Their  "  cherished  principles " 
could  never  l>e  reconciled  to  the  interposition  of  those 
constitutional  checks,  without  which,  as  that  distin- 
guished democrat,  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  well  observes, 
"democracy  is  despotism."  These,  men  want  no  con- 
stitution which  will  allow  "the  sober  second  thoughts" 
of  the  people  ultimately  to  prevail  They  want  no 
constitution  which  will  place  the  political  power  of 
the  State  in  the  hands  of  the  "  sober  minded  "  demo- 
cracy— in  the  hands  of  those  who  give  "  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  permanent  common  interest  with,  and  attach- 
ment to  the  community."  They  want  no  constitution 
which  will  not  give  to  the  floating  masses,  congregated 
in  the  large  towns,  an  uncontrolled  dominion  over  our 
staid  and  permanent  population.  In  truth,  they  vpant 
no  constitution  which  will  not  allow  the  demagogues 
of  the  State  to  control  the  legislation  of  the  State — to 
fill  the  offices  of  the  State,  and  to  expend,  as  may  best 
answer  their  selfish  purposes,  the  money  of  the  State. 
The  "  people's  constitution"  was  made  for  these  ends — 
and  it  was  admirably  adapted  to  these  ends ;  and  if 
you  are  unwise  enough  to  enable  them  to  work  so 
great  a  mischief,  for  yourselves  and  your  children, 
these  men  will  give  you,  and  in  less  than  one  year, 
too,  this  identical  people's  constitution,  line  for  line, 
word  for  word,  comma  for  comma.  This  is  the  great 
scheme  which  they  stand  pledged  to  execute.  Upon 
this  issue,  which  they  themselves  have  made  up,  let 
every  true  Khode  Island  man  be  prepared,  on  the  first 
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Wednesday  of  April,  to  meet  them.  If  those  of  the 
people  who  are  interested  in  the  preservation  and 
sound  administration  of  the  legal  constitution,  are  but 
ti-ue  to  their  cherished  principles,  the  inevitable  result 
will  be  the  election  of  James  Fenner  and  of  his  asso- 
ciates—and by  a  majority,  too,  so  triumphant  as  to 
prove  "  a  caution  "  to  all  future  disturbers  of  the  pub- 
lic peace. 

Fellow  Citizens :— The  excellent  provisions  in  the 
legal  constitution,  which  indicate  the  mode,  and  the 
only  mode,  in  which  that  instrument  can  be  rightfully 
amended,  is  especially  offensive  to  the  Dorrites.  Un- 
less they  can  find  some  way  of  escape  from  the  strin- 
gent obligations  of  these  provisions,  they  know  full 
well,  that  for  the  "people's  constitution"  there  is  no 
hope.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  above  and  beyond 
these  provisions,  they  recognize  a  mode  of  effecting 
their  purpose,  and  to  this  mode,  if  they  obtain  politi- 
cal power,  they  will  not  fail  promptly  to  have  recourse. 
Following  out  their  "  cherished  principles,"  which  recog- 
nize the  right  of  the  people  to  do  all  sorts  of  things  in 
all  sorts  of  ways,  they  will  summon  into  action  the  in- 
herent sovereignty  of  the  people.  In  other  words, 
disregarding  entirely  the  chapter  on  "amendments," 
they  will  request  the  people  to  elect  delegates  to  a 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  legal  con- 
stitution !  The  result  of  a  convention,  assembled  un- 
der such  auspices  and  for  such  a  purpose,  it  is  easy  to 
predict.  It  would  inevitably  be  the  establishment, 
with  the  least  delay,  of  the  people's  constitution,  in 
fact,  though  not  in  right.  In  their  last  address,  be  it 
remembered,  they  do  not  pretend  to  consider  the  pro- 
visions in  the  chapter  of  amendments  as  indicating  the 
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only  mode  in  which  the  constitution  can  be  changed. 
On  the  contrary,  they  but  too  plainly  intimate,  that 
they  would  proceed  to  change  it,  in  spite  of  those  pro- 
visions, if  such  change  "was  expressly  commanded, 
and  specially  directed,  by  an  explicit  act  of  the  whole 
people,  clearly  and  plainly  expressed  by  them  in  their 
sovereign  capacity."  What  does  this  language  import, 
if  it  does  not  import  a  convention;  and  in  what  other 
light  could  such  a  change,  by  the  flat  of  such  a  con- 
vention, be  regarded,  than  as  an  act  of  gross  usurpa- 
tion— revolutionary  in  its  character,  and  tending  to 
provoke  a  I'enewal  of  the  fearful  commotions  which, 
within  the  past  year,  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  civil 
war? 

The  fiat  of  such  a  convention  thus  assembled,  and 
for  such  a  purpose,  would  be  regarded  by  the  Borrites 
"  as  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple." Be  it  remembered,  however,  fellow  .  citizens, 
that  the  people,  in  "their  sovereign  capacity,"  have 
already  determined  that  there  shall  be  no  such  con- 
vention. The  legal  constitution,  which  is  the  highest 
expression  of  the  popular  will,  explicitly  declares  that 
no  amendmeuts  shall  be  made  in  the  same,  unless  "  ap- 
proved by  three  fifths  of  the  electors  of  the  State, 
present,  and  voting  thereon."  This  is  the  compact 
which  the  people  have  made  with  each  other,  and  this 
is  the  compact  which,  if  they  obtain  the  power,  the 
Dorrites  will  not  hesitate  to  disturb.  By  such  an  out- 
rage, the  indignation  of  the  people  would  be  aroused 
— but  if  the  Dorrites  were  flrmly  intrenched,  behind 
what  they  would  affect  to  consider  "  an  explicit  and 
authentic  act  of  the  whole  people,"  what  would  they 
cai-e  for  constitutional  barriers,  or  for  the  righteous  in- 
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dignation  of  those  whose  rights  they  were  trampling 
in  the  dust  ? 

Fellow  Citizens  : — It  is  in  your  power  to  avert  the 
calamities  with  which  yon  are  threatened.  It  is  in 
your  power,  by  your  votes,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
Apri],  to  place  the  legal  constitution  beyond  the  reach 
of  those  "who  stand  pledged  to  overthrow  it.  I  have 
never,  for  one  moment,  suspected  you  of  the  folly  of 
wishing  to  entrust  power  to  men  who  tell  you  that 
they  seek  for  power,  in  order  to  subvert,  by  an  act  of 
intolerable  usurpation,  the  government  which  you  have 
just  established.  I  feel  no  distrust  about  the  issue  of 
this  contest.  Governor  Fenner  and  his  associates  on 
the  Rhode  Island  Prox,  were  nominated  with  cordial 
unanimity.  They  will  command  a  strong  and  a  cor- 
dial support.  Most  solicitous,  however,  should  we  all 
be,  not  only  to  elect  our  candidates,  but  to  elect  them 
by  a  commanding  majority — by  a  majority  which  shall 
convince  other  States  and  our  own,  that  in  Rhode 
Island  there  exists  a  fixed  and  invincible  determina- 
tion to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  as  the 
only  true  mode  of  maintaining  the  "  equal  rights  "  of 
the  people.  „       ,_ 

Uld  JN  arragansett. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  MAECH  10,  1813. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES.— NO.   XIX. 


To  THE  People  of  Khode  Island  :— 

Fellow  Citizens  : — The  Eevolutioiiists  seem  not 
only  to  he  directed  by  two  consciences,  but  to  be  con- 
tending under  two  banners.  On  the  one  banner,  as  it 
floats  idly  npon  the  breeze,  you  may  behold  inscribed 
words  which  are  intended  to  captivate  those  who  be- 
lieve that  constitutions  of  government  ought  not  to 
be  changed  "  without  law  and  against  law."  On  the 
other,  you  may  behold  the  ancient  and  favorite  motto, 
— "  the  rightful  Governor  "  and  "  the  people's  consti- 
tution " — newly  painted  and  varnished  for  the  oc- 
casion !  By  which  sign  do  they  hope  to  conquer  ? 
Is  it  not  quite  too  late  for  these  poor  devices  to  blind 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  true  issue  which 
has  been  made  up  between  the  pai'ties,  and  which,  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  they  will  be  called  upon 
to  decide  ?  That  issue  was  first  made,  when  a  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  representing  a  minority, 
upon  any  principle  of  computation,  voted  to  assemble 
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in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  without 
legal  forms,  a  constitution  of  government.  That 
issue  was  maintained,  when  a  portion  of  the  people, 
also  representing  a  minority,  adopted  "the  people's 
constitution,"  and,  under  its  authority,  elected  a  Gov- 
ernor, Lieutenant  Governor,  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives. That  issue  was  maintained,  when  the  Foundry 
Governor  and  the  Foundry  Legislature  attempted,  by 
an  armed  force,  to  subject  the  people  of  this  State  to  a 
government  founded  in  fraud  and  treason.  That  issue 
was  maintained,  when  Thomas  W.  Dorr  headed  an 
armed  mob,  which  educated  demagogues,  by  their 
counsels  and  harangues,  had  maddened  to  desperation, 
and  marched  it  against  the  State's  Arsenal.  That  is- 
sue was  maintained,  when  the  same  Thomas  W.  Dorr 
collected  another  mob  of  armed  desperadoes  at 
Acote's  hill,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  reducing  the 
people  of  this  State  into  subjection  to  his  lawless 
sway.  In  effect,  that  issue  has  kevee  been  changed. 
On  the  contrai'y,  it  has  been  affirmed  and  re-affirmed, 
to  be  the  true  issue,  in  speeches,  in  resolutions,  and  in 
addresses,  by  primaiy  assemblies,  aud  by  special  con- 
ventions, "  fresh  from  the  people  " — and  devoted  to 
"the  cherishment  of  the  people!  " 

Fellow  Citizens  : — On  the  first  Monday  of  April,  the 
momentous  issue  which  these  men  have  made  up,  and 
which  they  may  in  vain  seek  to  change,  will  be  decided 
at  the  ballot  box.  Are  you  prepared  to  declare,  by 
your  votes,  that  the  whole  political  power  of  the  State 
shall  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  men  whose  principles 
allow  them  to  overthrow  governments,  whenever  and 
however  they  may  please  to  overthrow  them  ?  Are 
you  prepared  to  confide  the  constitution  which  you 
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have,  after  so  many  agitations,  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing, to  the  tender  mercies  of  those  who  tell  you  that, 
"with  the  least  delay,"  they  will  establish  another 
upon  its  ruins  ?  Are  you  prepared  to  elect  as  your 
chief  magistrate  a  man  who  voted  for  "  Governor 
Dorr," — the  man,  too,  who  wrote  to  "  General  M'Neill,  a 
letter  which  his  own  friends  are  ashamed  to  republish, 
which,  by  no  legal  sophistries,  can  be  explained  away, 
and  about  which  the  honest  men  of  all  parties  can  en- 
tertain but  one  opinion. 

I  have  put  these  questions  to  you,  fellow  citizens, 
in  the  full  confidence  that  a  vast  majority  of  you, 
will,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  give  an  indig- 
nant response  in  the  negative.  You  have  suffered  too 
much,  and  you  have  perilled  too  much,  in  this  noble 
cause  of  "  Law  and  Order,"  to  commit  its  future 
destinies  to  men  who,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  selfish 
and  profligate  ambition,  have  lashed  into  fury  the  wild 
spirit  of  revolution  and  anarchy.  These  men  were  so 
impatient  for  office,  that,  discarding  all  slow  and  cau- 
tious measures,  they  adopted  a  summary  process  in  or- 
der to  effect  their  purposes.  The  salutary  delay  with 
which  constitutional  reforms  ought  always  to  be  ac- 
complished, could  not  be  tolerated  by  these  ardent 
spirits.  They  precipitated  themselves,  at  once,  into  the 
midst  of  a  revolution — tmsting  that  they  should  be 
enabled  to  ride  triumphant  on  its  surges,  and  reckless 
who  might  sink  beneath  them. 

Never  forget,  fellow  citizens,  that  these  men  resorted 
to  revolution,  in  the  absence  of  all  practical  grievance 
— when  oppression,  iu  none  of  its  forms,  was  either 
felt  or  apprehended ;  and  when  all  needful  constitu- 
tional reforms  might  have  been  accomplished  by  con- 
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stitutional  means.  Our  Rhode  Island  revolutionists 
are  withoufc  excuse  for  theii'  conduct.  They  cannot 
shelter  themselves  even  behind  a  bad  precedent. 
Since  the  declaration  of  American  Independence,  the 
constitution  of  every  one  of  the  glorious  old  thirteen, 
who  fought  the  battles  of  American  freedom,  have 
been  changed ;  and  how  and  by  whom  have  they  been 
changed  ?  In  every  instance,  by  the  sovereign  people, 
thi'ough  the  forms  of  law.  In  North  Carolina,  the  re- 
forms which  time  and  change  of  circumstances  had 
rendered  necessary,  were  not  effected,  till  after  a  strug- 
gle of  more  than  twenty  years.  In  that  respectable 
and  tnily  democratic  State,  the  friends  of  reform,  al- 
though they  constituted  a  majority  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand free  white  citizens,  were  unable  to  obtain  a  con- 
vention, till  the  year  1835.  They  did  not,  however, 
feel  themselves  justified  in  resorting  to  the  "revolu- 
tionary power  " — although  their  system  of  representa- 
tion was  very  unequal,  and  although  the  old  constitu- 
tion provided  no  mode  for  amending  its  provisions  ! 
They  waited  patiently  till,  in  obedience  to  the  de- 
mands of  popular  sentiment,  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  passed  an  act  under  which  a  convention  of 
the  delegates  of  the  people  assembled  in  convention, 
and  amended  the  existing  constitution  in  such  particu- 
lars as  were  thought  to  need  amendment.  Thus  peace- 
ful and  dignified  was  the  triumph  of  the  genuine  peo- 
ple in  the  old  north  State,  as,  with  affectionate  respect, 
the  Southrons  are  wont  to  designate  quiet  and  pa- 
triotic North  Carolina.  How  unlike  to  this  success- 
ful endeavor  to  effect  a  great  constitutional  change,  by 
constitutional  means,  are  the  movements  of  our  Rhode 
Island    revolutionists,  marked,    as    those  movements 
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have  alternately  been,  by  fraud  and  by  force — and 
destined,  as  they  are,  to  end  in  irretrievable  discom- 
fiture and  disgrace ! 

Fellow  Citizens  : — Every  fiiend  of  liberty  and  law 
ought  to  be  inflamed  with  a  missionary  zeal  in  sup- 
port of  the  candidates  nominated  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Party.  The  great  principles  for  which  we  contend, 
the  important  interests  involved  in  the  controversy, 
and  the  evils  which  a  failure  to  elect,  by  a  triumphant 
majority,  James  Fenner  and  his  associates  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Prox,  would  inevitably  entail  upon  the  State, 
ought  to  stir  up  every  man,  be  he  young  or  old,  con- 
spicuous or  obscure,  to  sleepless  vigilance  and  to  stren- 
uous exertion.  Every  man  ought  to  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  participate  in  the  toils  of  the  struggle. 
Every  man  ought  to  be  animated  with  an  honest  pride 
to  share  the  moral  honors  which  await  our  triumph. 
It  may  stimulate  our  zeal  in  the  good  cause  to  glance 
at  only  a  few  of  the  mortifying  and  disastrous  conse- 
quences which  would  be  visited  upon  us,  should  we 
suffer  ourselves  to  be  defeated  by  antagonists  who  are 
thirsting  for  "  the .  spoils,"  and  whose  desire  for  I'e- 
venge  not  even  the  spoils  could  appease. 

In  the  first  place,  fellow  citizens,  if  you  confide  to 
the  Dorrites  the  political  power  of  the  State,  you  must 
prepare  yourselves  to  witness,  not  only  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  truly  liberal  and  conservative  constitution 
which  you  have  established,  and  which  you  are 
pledged  to  maintain, — but  the  establishment  upon  its 
ruins  of  a  constitution  which  would  not  leave  to  you 
a  vestige  of  temperate  freedom.  Do  not  deceive  your- 
selves with  the  hope  that  the  Dorrites  would  respect 
the  cautious  provisions,  relative  to  the  mode  of  amend- 
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ing  it,  which  form  a  part  of  our  constitiition.  Do  you 
think  that  these  men  would  suffer  themselves  to  "be 
fettered  by  any  such  provisions,  when  they  come  to 
carry  into  effect  their  "  cherished  principles  "■ — when 
they  come  to  fulfill  their  mission  in  giving  full  effect  to 
the  transcendent  sovereignty  of  the  people,  as  they 
understand  it  ?  They  do  not  deny  that  they  mean  to 
go  "behind  the  chapter  on  amendments.  Taking  re- 
fuge in  convenient  generalities,  they  seek  so  to  wrap 
up  their  meditated  usurpation — their  projected  revo- 
lutionary aggression  upon  your  rights — as,  perchance, 
to  divert  you  from  a  just  contemplation  of  the  dan- 
gers with  which  your  peace  is  menaced.  "  When 
there  is  a  mode  of  amendment  prescribed  in  the  con- 
stitution of  a  State,  it  ought  to  be  followed."  So 
thought  and  so  said  Thomas  "W"ilson  Dorr,  when  a 
member  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  people's 
constitution,  in  1841.  This  is  the  true  doctrine.  Con- 
servative as  this  doctrine  is,  it  suited  his  purpose  then 
to  advance  it.  To  adhere  to  it,  however,  will  not 
suit  the  purposes  which  his  partisans,  under  his  di- 
rection, are  now  seeking  to  accomplish.  They  do  not 
even  pretend  that  they  shall  adhere  to  it ;  hut  they 
intimate,  in  very  significant  terms,  that  they  know, 
and  that,  in  accordance  with  their  "cherished  princi- 
ples," they  will  adopt  "  a  more  excellent  way  "  of  car- 
rying out  the  will  of  the  people !  Let  me  tell  you 
again,  fellow  citizens,  and  for  the  last  time,  that,  if  you 
commit  the  political  power  of  the  State  to  these  Dor- 
rites,  they  will,  in  less  than  one  year,  contrive  to 
fasten  upon  you  the  people's  constitution,  "  without 
law  and  against  law  !  "     Listen  to  the  language  of  the 
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Express,  uttered  when  the  question  of  i-egistering  was 
first  agitated  "by  the  Dorrites  :■ — - 

"  A  prospect  is  open  now  to  the  friends  of  equal 
rights,  to  vanquish  their  opponents,  and  put  them 
down  forever ;  and,  that  being  accomplished,  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  People's  Constitution  is  founded 
will  be  the  nile  of  conduct  for  the  party  in  pow^r, 
and  the  Constitution  itself  may  be  revived  from  its 
state  of  suspended  animation." 

The  very  paper  from  which  I  have  made  this  extract, 
expressly  affirms  that  the  Dorrites  do  not  "mean  to  re- 
pudiate the  People's  Constitution  !  "  Such,  all  along, 
has  been,  and  such  still  is,  the  settled  purpose  of  the 
revolutionary  party.  It  becomes  every  friend  to  law 
and  order,  to  put  forth  all  his  might,  in  order  to  place 
the  State  far  beyond  the  reach  of  these  unprincipled 
men  who,  under  the  mask  of  an  extravagant  love  for 
the  people,  have  done  incalculable  injury  to  the  rights 
and  to  the  interests  of  the  people. 

In  the  second  place,  the  return  of  Thomas  Wilson 
Dorr  to  his  native  State,  from  which  his  treasons  have 
compelled  him  to  become  an  exile,  would  be  another 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  election  of  his  friend  and 
compatriot,  Thomas  F.  Carpenter.  Is  it  too  much  to 
say,  that  Mr.  Dorr's  return  to  Rhode  Island  would  be 
deemed,  by  those  of  ns  who  feel  that  we  have  had  a 
sufficient  taste  of  his  quality,  as  a  somewhat  equivocal 
blessing !  He  has  used  his  gifts  and  his  acquirements 
so  little  to  the  advantage  of  his  native  State ;  he  has 
wrought  so  much  evil  when  he  might  have  done  so 
much  good— that  it  ought  to  be  deemed  no  unkind- 
ness,  to  desire  that  he  may  hereafter  labor  in  some 
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other  part  of  the  democratic  vineyard,  at  least  till 
exile  has  softened  him  into  contrition,  and  allayed  the 
fever  of  his  distempered  ambition.  His  return  in  tri- 
umph to  his  native  State,  would  not  be  the  whole  of 
our  calamity.  In  August,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  compact,  he  would  be  supported  as  a  candidate 
for  Congress,  and  his  friends,  should  they  obtain  the 
power,  would  so  arrange  the  districts  as  to  secure  his 
election.    Listen  again  to  the  language  of  the  Express : — 

"Let  it  be  required  as  a  condition,  that  he  [Mr. 
Dorr]  is  to  receive  a  nomination  to  an  honorable  office, 
from  a  convention  of  the  friends  of  democracy  and 
equal  rights.  That  such  a  consideration  will  be  had 
to  his  merits,  we  entertain  no  doubt,  from  having 
heard  the  expression  of  opinions  of  many  democrats, 
and  from  the  obvious  circumstance  that  no  other  per- 
son in  the  State  could  obtain  so  large  a  number  of 
votes.  The  friends  of  Governor  Dorr,  who  will  never 
consent  to  surrender  him  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Al- 
gerine  laws,  enforced  by  Algerine  courts,  spmred  on 
by  an  Algerine  war  council,  may  rest  assured,  that  the 
interests  of  that  distinguished  champion  of  popular 
rights  wUl  not  be  compromised  by  a  register  of  their 
names,  but  on  the  contrary,  will  give  them  the  power 
to  place  him  on  an  eminence  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
missiles  of  Algerine  malignity," 

The  import  of  this  language  cannot  be  misunder- 
stood. If  General  Cai-penter  is  elected,  Mr.  Dorr  -will 
quit  New  Hampshire  for  Ebode  Island,  confident  that, 
under  the  system  of  unrestricted  suffrage  established 
by  the  "  people's  constitution,"  his  election  to  Congress 
could  not  be  prevented.    Such  a  consummation  of  all 
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our  toils  and  sufferings,  we  ought  most  earnestly  to 
deprecate,  and  most  vigorously  strive  to  avert. 

In  the  third  place,  if  General  Carpenter  is  elected, 
and,  at  present,  I  shall  suggest  no  other  incentive  to 
quicken  your  patriotic  zeal,  the  upright  and  learned 
magistrates  who  now  dignify  the  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal of  the  State,  will  be  thrust  out  of  office,  to  make 
way  for  men  in  whose  integrity  the  people  could  repose 
no  confidence,  and  for  whose  learning  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  feel  any  respect.  When  it  is  recollected, 
what  important  rights  and  interests  are  liable  to  be 
affected  by  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
prospect  of  seeing  upon  the  bench  of  that  Court,  men 
fresh  from  traitorous  cabals,  and  moved  by  vindictive 
passions,  is  not,  for  one  moment,  to  be  tolerated.  Such 
a  calamity  woiild,  indeed,  be  deplorable^but,  be  it 
remembered,  such  a  calamity,  if  General  Carpenter  is 
elected,  would  inevitably  befall  us ! 

Fellow  Citizens : — In  order  to  stimulate  your  zeal  in 
this  contest,  I  have  set  before  you  some  of  the  worst 
consequences  of  failure.  Do  not  think,  however,  that 
failure  is  by  any  one  apprehended.  _  On  the  contraiy, 
the  events  of  every  day  strengthen  the  confidence  that 
a  glorious  triumph  is  in  reserve  for  the  cause  of  liberty 
regulated  by  law.  I  rejoice  to  say,  the  right  spirit  is 
abroad  in  the  State.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island  are 
determined  so  to  settle  this  Rhode  Island  question, 
and  the  mighty  principles  which  it  involves— that  the 
people  of  other  States  who,  with  intense  solicitude  are 
now  looking  to  the  decision  of  this  question  as  big 
with  their  own  fate,  shall  have  no  cause  to  reproach 
them.    They  are  resolved,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
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April,  to  visit  with  an  indignant  rebuke  that  spirit  of 
anarchy  which  has  sorely  vexed  their  own  peace,  and 
which,  if  not  quelled,  will  extend  far  and  wide  its 
baleful  influences,  and  doom  to  swift  destruction  every 
bulwark  of  popular  freedom  in  this  land.  They  are 
resolved  to  give  to  the  whole  country,  a  practical  ex- 
emplification of  DEMOCEACT  Without  UCEKTIOUSNESS, 
and  of  EEi'OiiJi  without  eevolutios. 

Old   NAEEAaAlTSETT. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  MARCH  18,  1843. 


THE    CRISIS. 

ITS  DANGERS  AND  ITS  DUTIES,— SO,  SX,— AND  LAST. 


To  THE  People  of  Ehode  Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizenb  :— In  addressing  you,  for  the  last 
time,  in  relation  to  "  the  crisis^its  dangers  and  its 
DUTIES,"  I  cannot  avoid  repeating  once  more,  my  con- 
viction of  the  paramount  importance  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Question,  not  only  to  us,  but  to  the  whole 
country.  Mistakes  in  determining  what  shall  be  the 
policy  of  the  State  governments  and  of  the  general 
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government,  may  he  extensively  injurions  to  the  pub- 
lic prosperity ;  bnt,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  they 
would  not  jeopard  the  public  peace — they  would  not 
disturb  the  established  securities  of  law — they  would 
not  threaten  destruction  to  the  whole  social  order. 
The  question,  however,  which  we  are  about  to  decide, 
reaches,  in  effect,  far  beyond  any  mere  systems  of  leg- 
islative policy  which  may  temporarily  affect  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  It  talces  hold  of  the  very  foundations  of 
society.  It  puts  in  peril  every  constitution  in  this 
land.  It  renders  insecure  the  rights  of  every  indi- 
vidual who  loolis  to  laws  and  to  constitutions  for  pro- 
tection and  for  repose.  Thus  should  we,  and  thus,  I 
am  well  assured,  do  we  regard  the  Rhode  Island 
Question.  Thus,  too,  is  it  regarded  beyond  the  bor- 
ders of  our  own  little  State.  Throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  this  immense  country,  thoughtful 
minds  ai'e  looting  to  the  decision  of  this  question, 
with  that  profound  solicitude  known  only  to  those  who 
discern,  in  the  cloud  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  the 
sign  of  that  tempest  which  is  destined  to  blacken  all 
the  sky. 

If  you,  fellow  citizens,  are  prepared  to  sanction  the 
revolutionai'y  doctrines,  broached  by  the  Dorr  demo- 
cracy, and  never  retracted,  not  only  will  you  cover 
Rhode  Island  with  ruin  and  with  dishonor,  but  you 
will  give  to  the  ball  of  revolution  such  a  fearful 
momentum  that  none  may  be  found  able  to  stay  its 
progi'css.  What  constitution  in  this  country  is  free 
from  anomalies  ?  In  what  constitution,  cannot  the 
men  who  are  always  gasping  for  a  grievance,  discover 
some  principle  or  some  provision  which,  in  their  judg- 
ment, is  so  big  with  injustice,  as  to  demand,  in  the 
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last  resort,  tlie  interposition  of  "the  Eevoliitloii 
Power."  Vii-ginia,  nay,  the  whole  South,  is  full  of 
elements,  which  need  only  the  torch  of  revolntionary 
fanaticism,  to  light  them  up  into  baleful  conflagration. 
And  this  is  not  all.  Unless  the  doctrines  of  the  Dorr 
democracy  are  visited  with  a  withering  rebuke,  they 
may  chance  to  disturb  the  peace  even  of  the  sympa- 
thizing sisters  by  whom  we  are  surrounded.  How 
long  shall  the  independent  judiciary  of  Massachusetts 
be  tolerated  ?  How  long  shall  the  ineq^uality  of  re- 
presentation in  Connecticut  remain  unredressed  1 
How  long  shall  odious  propei"ty  qualifications,  and  of- 
fensive violation  of  the  principle  of  religious  freedom, 
find  refuge  among  the  granite  bills  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ?  How  long  will  the  sovereign  people,  acting  in 
their  primary  capacity,  allow  the  constitution  of  the 
Union  to  escape  the  searching  operation  of  reform  ? 
How  long  will  they  permit  little  Khode  Island,  with 
about  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  people,  to  ex- 
ercise in  the  Senate  as  much  power  as  is  exercised  in 
the  same  body,  by  the  Empire  State,  with  nearly  three 
millions  of  people  ? 

That  I  may  not  seem  to  utter  the  language  of  un- 
founded or  of  exaggerated  fear,  let  me  direct  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the  people  of 
New  Jersey  already  threaten  to  resort  to  the  same  ex- 
periment of  revolution,  upon  which  Mr,  Doit  ven- 
tured his  hopes  of  political  advancement  in  Rhode 
Island.  Not  discouraged  by  the  results,  thus  far,  of 
Mr.  Dorr's  experiment,  the  Jersey  men  seem  resolved 
to  change  their  constitution,  not  through  the  forms  of 
law,  but  by  the  "  spontaneous  exercise  "  of  what  they 
are  pleased  to  term  "the  first  and  last  of  political 
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rights  ! "  This  is  a  most  significant  fact,  which  should 
admonish  this  whole  people  of  the  dangers  which 
threaten  every  constitution  in  the  land,  and  which,  if 
not  seasonably  averted,  will  prove  fatal  to  the  hopes 
of  all  temperate  and  durable  freedom. 

Fellow  Citizens: — Within  the  last  year,  we  have 
succeeded  in  establishing  a  truly  liberal  constitution — 
a  constitution  which  ought  to  satisfy  every  suffrage 
man  who  does  not  want  to  strip  the  agi-icultural  inter- 
est of  every  vestige  of  its  ancient  power.  Till  the  in- 
troduction among  us  of  the  cotton  manufacture  and  of 
kindred  branches  of  domestic  industry,  the  landed  in- 
terest wielded,  with  undisputed  sway,  the  political 
destinies  of  Rhode  Island.  The  investment  of  large 
capitals  in  manufactures  has,  I  regret  to  say,  materially 
changed  this  state  of  things.  A  numerous  foreign  pop- 
ulation has  been  attracted  to  our  large  towns;  and  vil- 
lages, composed,  to  a  considerable  extent,  of  emigrants 
from  other  States  and  ft-om  foreign  climes,  have  sprung 
up,  almost  like  exhalations,  in  the  counties  of  Provi- 
dence and  Kent.  Taking  advantage  of  this  change  in 
the  social  condition  of  Ehode  Island,  a  few  profligate 
politicians,  seeking  only  their  own  pi'omotion,  got  up, 
and  attempted  to  carry  through,  a  revolution,  which, 
had  you  not  arrested  it,  would  have  transferred  from 
the  farmers  to  the  large  towns  and  to  the  factory  vil- 
lages, the  whole  political  power  of  the  State. 

Remember,  fellow  citizens,  that  this  most  mischievous 
project  has  not  been  abandoned.  The  issue  made  in 
the  beginning,  is  the  issue  now  !  Will  you  maintain 
the  legal  constitution,  which,  in  the  organization  of 
the  Senate  and  in  the  restrictions  upon  the  right  of 
suffrage,  leaves  to  the  farmers  a  relic  of  their  ancient 


.^y  Google 


powei' ;  or  will  you  suffer  the  revolutiomsts  to  carry 
out  their  "  cherished  principles,"  liy  the  full  and  tri- 
umphant establishment  of  the  people's  constitution? 
This  is  the  practical  question  which  you  are  to  decide, 
by  your  votes,  ou  the  first  Wednesday  of  April  next. 
Suffer  the  Dorr  democracy,  which  fled  before  you  at 
the  Arsenal  and  at  Acote's  hill,  to  prevail  over  you  at 
the  ballot  box,  and  ■with  what  indecent  baste  will  they 
accomplish  eveiy  object  for  which  they  originally  con- 
tended !  With  one  of  the  nine  learned  lawyers  as 
Governor,  and  another  of  that  illustrious  brotherhood 
as  a  "convenient  Attorney  General,"  what  difficulty 
will  they  find  in  restoring  to  the  people's  constitution 
"  its  suspended  animation  ? "  Exemplifying  their  flexi- 
ble notions  of  popular  sovereignty,  with  what  profes- 
sional dexterity  will  they  shelter  their  revolutionary 
aggression  upon,  the  legal  constitution,  under  what 
they  would  proclaim,  and  affect  to  consider,  as  "  an 
explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people  ? " 

Fellow  Citizens: — ^Are  you  willing  to  trust  these 
men  with  the  whole  political  power  of  llhode  Island  l 
Are  you  willing  to  write  with  your  own  hands  the 
epitaph  of  the  constitution  which  you  have  just  estab- 
lished ?  Are  you  willing  to  forfeit  the  precious  fraits 
of  all  your  toils,  and  dangers,  and  triumphs  in  this 
noble  cause  ?  I  appeal  to  you  as  Rhode  Island  men — 
will  you  suiTender  the  interests  of  the  State  to  the 
control  of  men  who  follow  the  lead  of  Pearce  and  of 
Dorr  t  Win  you  trust  the  priceless  honor  of  the  State 
to  men  who  court  the  alliance  of  Dillingham  and  Par- 
menter?  Surely  it  can  never  be  that  a  destiny  so 
ignominious  is  in  reserve  for  this  gallant  State.  It 
can  never  be  that  the  land  of  Greene,  of  Olney,  of 
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Perry,  and  of  ofher  heroic  spirits,  is  to  be  desecrated 
by  the  rule  of  men  whom  they  would  have  disdained 
to  set  with  the  dogs  of  their  flock  ? 

Fellow  Citizens ;- — I  take  my  leave  of  yon,  oppressed 
by  no  solicitude  in  regard  to  the  result  of  the  approach- 
ing election.  Not  only  can  you  elect  Governor  Fenner 
and  hia  associates  on  the  lihode  Island  Prox,  but  you 
can  elect  them  by  a  majority  so  commanding  as  to  ter- 
minate forever  the  unhappy  controversy  which  has  so 
long  agitated  the  State.  Remember  what  momentous 
issues  hang  upon  the  decision  of  the  Hhode  Island 
question.  Eemember  that  the  peace  and  the  best  in- 
terests of  our  beloved  State  demand  that  every  good 
citizen  should  put  forth  all  hia  might  in  the  coming 
strife.  Kemember,  last  of  all,  that  in  the  order  of 
Providence,  it  hath  become  our  solemn  duty,  to  place 
a  mark  of  signal  reprobation  upon  those  principles  of 
insubordination  and  anarchy  from  which  we  have  suf- 
fered so  much ;  which  are  hostile  to  all  constitutions 
and  to  all  laws ;  and  which,  if  carried  out  to  their  re- 
sults, would  banish  from  this  whole  land  the  exhilara- 
tion and  the  security  of  true  cONSTrruTiONAL  feeeuom. 
Old  Naeeagaitsett. 
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PEOVIDEKCE  JOURNAL,  JANUARY  27,  1843. 


ADDRESS 

ADOPTED  AT  A  CONVENTION  OP  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  PARTY. 


To  THE  Electors  of  Rhode  Island: — 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
adopted  "by  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  in  November 
last,  the  choice  of  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
Seuatoi's,  Representatives,  Secretaiy  of  State,  Attorney 
Genei'al,  and  General  Treasurer,  will  be  made  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  April  next. 

Various  causes  unite  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of 
every  reflecting  citizen  a  conviction  of  the  vast  impor- 
tance of  the  approaching  election  to  the  future  peace, 
prosperity,  and  honor  of  the  State.  In  the  exercise  of 
their  sovereign  power,  the  people  have  ordained  and 
established  a  written  constitution  of  govemment. 
This  constitution  provides  for  a  very  large  extension 
of  the  right  of  sufirage.  It  redresses  the  inequality 
of  power  existing  in  the  present  organization  of  the 
House  of  Rejiresentatives.  It  constitutes  the  Senate 
upon  principles  which  will  render  that  branch  of  the 
Legislature  a  salutai'y  cheek  upon  the  House,  when- 
ever, from  any  temporary  inflammation  of  the  popular 
mind,  such  salutary  cheek  may  be  required.     In  pro- 
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viding,  moreover,  that  eacli  town  shall  "be  entitled  to 
elect  a  Senator,  the  new  constitution,  in  effect,  gives 
to  the  agricultural  interest  a  preponderance  in  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  which  will  enable  that  in- 
terest, if  need  be,  to  protect  itself  against  aggression ; 
and  to  exert,  in  our  public  counsels,  that  conservative 
influence  for  which,  in  all  past  time,  it  has  been  dis- 
tinguished. 

These,  fellow  citizens,  are  important  changes  in  our 
political  system.  Some  of  them,  time  and  experience 
had  indicated  to  be  necessary.  Others  have  been 
made,  from  an  honest  desire  to  reconcile  conflicting  in- 
terests ;  to  meet  the  demands  of  public  opinion ;  to 
restore  to  every  section  of  the  State,  and  to  every 
class  of  people,  that  harmony  and  confidence  which 
are  essential  to  the  good  of  the  whole.  To  a  consid- 
erable extent,  this  desirable  result  has  been  accom- 
plished. It  cannot,  however,  be  disguised,  that,  in 
some  sections  of  the  State,  the  public  mind  continues 
to  be  agitated  by  doctrines  and  by  schemes  which  we 
deem  to  be  utterly  subversive  of  all  the  principles  of 
sober  and  durable  freedom.  These  doctrines  and 
these  schemes,  more  than  once  during  the  past  year, 
shook  the  State  to  its  very  centre ;  they  exasperated 
almost  to  frenzy  the  passions  of  a  poi-tion  of  our  fel- 
low citizens ;  they  well  nigh  plunged  us  into  the  com- 
plicated horrors  of  a  civil  war.  Be  it  your  wisdom 
and  your  part,  fellow  citizens,  to  avert  consequences 
so  destructive  to  the  welfare,  and  so  injurious  to  the 
fame  of  Rhode  Island.  Be  it  your  wisdom  and  your 
part,  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  to  place, 
upon  all  such  doctrines  and  such  schemes,  the  seal  of 
your  indignant  reprobation ! 
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Fellow  Citizens : — We  mean  not  to  deal  in  vagne 
generalities.  We  are  not  seeking  to  awaken  ground- 
less apprehensions.  The  conviction  is  forced  upon 
our  minds,  that  our  freedom  and  our  peace  are  still  in 
danger.  What  are  the  facts  in  the  case  ?  Again  and 
again,  have  various  primary  assemblies  of  the  people, 
and  formal  conventions  professing  to  utter  the  voice 
of  the  people,  avowed  their  fixed  purpose  to  be  the 
overthrow  of  the  legal  constitution,  and  the  establish- 
ment, "  with  the  least  possible  delay,"  of  a  constitu- 
tion voted  for  without  the  forms  of  law ;  a  constitu- 
tion adopted,  too,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  by 
a  minority  of  the  people,  and  under  which  no  Ehode 
Island  man,  who  is  worthy  of  the  name,  could  endure 
to  live.  Avowals,  thus  solemnly  made  and  reiterated 
under  eveiy  variety  of  circumstances  which  can  give 
them  credit  and  efi'eet,  present  to  the  people  of  Khode 
Island  a  distinct  and  a  most  momentous  issue ;  an  is- 
sue which  can  neither  be  changed  nor  evaded ;  an  issue 
which  is  pregnant  with  weal  or  with  woe  for  them  and 
for  their  children.  The  adverse  parties  in  this  mat- 
ter cannot  meet  upon  the  ground  of  compromise,  be- 
cause the  principles  for  which  each  contends,  admits 
no  compromise.  On  the  first  Wednesday  of  April, 
the  people  must  try  this  issue,  just  as  it  has  been  made 
up ;  and  they  must  decide  it ;  not  as  they  would  de- 
cide an  ordinary  question  in  party  politics,  but  as  they 
would  settle  a  question  which,  in  effect,  reaches  the 
very  framework  and  foundations  of  society  itself. 
The  adversaries  of  the  legal  constitution  must  abide 
the  consequences,  however  disastrous,  which  their  own 
declarations  will  inevitably  bring  upon  their  cause. 

They  have  declared,  over  and  over  again,  that  the 
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insurgent  leader,  to  whose  fortunes,  in  an  evil  hour, 
they  allowed  themselves  to  be  fastened,  "  is  the  right- 
ful Governor  of  the  State  of  Khode  Island."  They 
have  declared,  over  and  over  again,  that  the  legal  con' 
stitution  has  no  hinding  force  whatever  upon  their  coU' 
sciences.  They  have  declared,  over  and  over  again, 
their  object  to  be  the  establishment,  "  in  fact,  as  well 
as  in  name,"  of  the  people's  constitution  !  Can  lan- 
guage be  plainer  than  this  ?  With  what  grace  can 
declarations  lite  these  be  retracted,  or  glossed  over,  or 
explained  away?  When,  fellow  citizens,  since  the 
settlement  of  Rhode  Island,  have  principles  more  rev- 
olutionary in  their  character  been  avowed  ?  If  per- 
mitted to  escape  a  solemn  rebuke  from  the  people, 
what  State  can  long  hope  to  preserve  either  its  peace 
or  its  freedom  ? 

Fellow  Citizens : — We  liave,  very  briefly,  presented 
to  you  the  true  issue  and  the  only  issue  which  you  are 
to  try,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  April  next.  It  now 
remains  for  us  to  commend  to  your  support  such  can- 
didates for  the  important  offices  which  it  will  then  be- 
come your  duty  to  fill,  as,  in  our  judgment,  are  best 
qualified  to  maintain  the  constitution  and  .the  laws  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Governor  King,  after  a  term  of  service  in  which  he 
has  won  for  himself  lasting  honor,  has  formally  an- 
nounced his  wish — a  wish  known  by  his  ftiends  to 
have  been  long  entertained — ^to  retire  to  private  life. 
At  a  crisis  like  the  present,  demanding  not  only  wis- 
dom but  fii-mncss— when  a  new  system  of  government 
is  about  to  be  put  into  operation,  and  possibly  to  be 
defended  against  domestic  violence,  our  attention  was 
veiy  naturally  directed  towards  our  distinguished  and 
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veteran  fellow  citizen,  James  Fenner,  as  the  most  suit- 
able candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor.  Believing 
liim  to  he  the  man  for  the  crisis,  we  tendered  to  him  a 
nomination  for  that  high  office.  This  nomination,  we 
rejoice  to  add,  he  has,  from  a  strong  sense  of  public 
duty,  been  induced  to  accept.  James  Fenner  has,  for 
more  than  forty  years,  occupied  a  well  defined  posi- 
tion before  the  people  of  Ehode  Island.  His  politi- 
cal principles  and  bis  party  attachments  have  been  too 
consistent  and  too  decided  to  require  explanation  at 
our  hands.  Surrendering  none  of  those  principles  and 
attachments  to  which  through  every  stage  of  a  long 
political  life  he  has  clung,  he  now  comes  forward,  as 
the  candidate  of  a  party  which,  animated  solely  by 
the  Ehode  Island  spirit,  seelvs,  as  an  object  of  para- 
mount concern,  to  rescue  Rhode  Island  institutions 
from  the  disasters  of  revolution  and  of  anarchy.  Ee- 
posing  the  fullest  confidence  in  his  political  sagacity; 
in  his  firm  and  intrepid  spirit ;  and  in  his  attachment 
to  the  best  interests  of  his  native  State,  we  anticipate 
for  him  an  enthusiastic  support,  and  a  commanding 
majority. 

Byron  Diman,  the  candidate  whom  we  have  nomi- 
nated for  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  is  well 
known  to  yon.  In  past  times,  you  have  honored  him 
with  important  public  trusts,  and,  on  all  occasions,  his 
intelligence  and  his  erect  and  manly  spirit  have  been 
conspicuous. 

Joseph  M.  Blake,  whom  we  propose  to  you  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  is  like- 
wise not  unknown  to  you,  he  ha\nng  been,  at  different 
times,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly.    His  talents  as  a  lawyer,  and  his  qualities  as  a 
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man,  indicate  bis  fitness  for  the  high  and  responsible 
office  for  which  he  has  been  nominated. 

Henry  Bowen,  the  candidate  for  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  Stephen  Cahoone,  the  candidate  for 
the  office  of  General  Treasurer,  again  stand  before 
you,  with  unfoifeited  claims  upon  your  confidence  and 
support. 

Fellow  Citizens : — Before  closing  this  address,  suf- 
fer us  to  advert,  very  briefly,  to  certain  topics,  which 
the  events  and  the  discussions  of  the  past  year  have 
clothed  with  more  than  ordinary  impoa'tance.  It  is 
the  fashion  of  the  day  to  speak  lightly  of  the  foims 
of  law,  as  if  they  served  only  to  fetter,  with  cumbrous 
technicalities,  the  free  exercise  of  the  popular  will. 
Under  this  plausible  disguise  there  lurks  a  most  dan- 
gerous fallacy.  Take  away  the  forms  of  law,  and  you 
take  away  that  which  protects  the  very  essence  which 
guards  the  vital  pi'inciple  of  popular  fceedora.  Take 
away  the  forms  of  law  from  the  administration  of 
criminal  and  civil  jurisprudence,  and  what  man  could 
feel  his  rights  to  be  safe  ?  Take  away  the  forms  of 
law  in  legislative  and  in  executive  proceedings,  and 
where  would  individuals  or  minorities  find  protection 
■against  injustice  and  oppression?  Take  away  the 
forms  of  law,  when  constitutions  of  government  are 
made,  and  how  can  the  ptibllc  will  be  embodied,  and 
where  can  be  found  adequate  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
constitutions  of  government  are,  in  fact,  what  they 
claim  to  be,  the  highest  and  most  solemn  expression  of 
the  will  of  the  people  ?  The  right  of  revohition  is  in- 
dependent of  all  laws  and  it  tramples  upon  all  laws. 
To  this  great  remedial  right,  belonging  alike  to  mi- 
norities and   majorities,   resort  should  be   had,  only 
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when  oppression  "becomes  insupportable,  and  when  all 
the  ordinary  pacific  means  of  obtaining  redress  liave 
been  tried,  and  been  tried  in  vain. 

Fellow  Citizens  ;— It  is,  likewise,  tlie  fashion  of  the 
day  to  broach  doctrines  relative  to  democracy  and  to 
eqnal  rights,  which,  however  captivating  they  may  ap- 
pear, are,  in  our  judgment,  alike  visionary  and  danger- 
ous— alien  to  the  true  spirit  of  democracy,  and  hos- 
tile to  every  sound  theory  of  equal  rights.  Attached 
as  we  are  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  a  republi- 
can government,  we  feel  deep  solicitude  to  preserve 
them  from  aristocratic  tendencies,  on  the  one  side, 
and  from  a  fatal  impulse  towards  licentiousness  and 
anarchy,  on  the  other.  "We  are  opposed  to  all  partial 
legislation,  designed  either  to  exalt  or  to  depress  in- 
dividuals, corporations,  particular  classes,  or  political 
parties.  We  believe  that  our  law,  regulating  the  de- 
scent of  intestate  estates,  is  the  true  Agraiian  law. 
While  it  prevents  the  accumulation  of  wealth  in 
masses  which  might  be  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, and,  perchance,  disturb  the  regulai-  action 
of  the  government,  it  leaves  to  enterprise  and  to  in- 
dustry their  appropriate  and  most  operative  incentive 
— the  liberty  to  enjoy  unmolested  the  fruits  of  indus- 
try and  of  enterprise.  This,  so  far  as  property  may  be 
concerned,  is  the  true  doctrine  of  equality.  Any  other 
doctrine,  if  carried  out  in  practice,  would  violate  the 
rights  of  property ;  impair  the  freedom  of  individual 
effort ;  lessen  the  comforts  of  the  poor ;  and  retard  the 
progress  of  general  improvement. 

Fellow  Citizens: — In  this  State,  and,  indeed, 
throughout  our  country,  the  democratic  principle  is 
firmly  established;  and  its  ultimate  ascendency  in  all 
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civilized  governments  is  hardly  to  he  doubted.  With 
us,  theu,  the  great  problem  is,  how  shall  we  secure  it 
from  perversion ;  how  shall  we  rescue  it  from  the  in- 
fluence of  impracticable  and  ferocious  theories ;  how 
shall  we  render  it  a  more  efficient  instrument  in  im- 
parting to  this  generation  and  to  generations  yet  un- 
born, the  blessings  of  a  well  ordered  freedom,  and  the 
ftnits  of  a  progressive  civilization.  The  democratic 
principle,  as  we  understand  it,  can  be  maintained  only 
by  an  alliance  with  virtue,  intelligence,  and  law.  It 
is  hostile  to  none  of  the  superiorities  which  God  has 
established;  it  is  at  variance  with  none  of  the  princi- 
ples of  his  moral  government;  it  seeks  to  supplant 
none  of  the  impulses  with  which  he  has  endowed  us. 
It  acknowledges,  as  a  first  principle,  the  equality  of 
all  men  before  the  laws,  it  leaves  every  man  to  employ 
for  his  own  advantage,  and  for  the  advantage  of  his 
children,  his  time,  his  talents,  and  his  skill.  When 
carried  out  into  its  just  applications,  it  shields  from 
violation  the  most  insignificant  right  of  the  humblest 
man  in  the  community ;  it  places  within  his  power  the 
means  of  bettering  his  condition,  of  improving  his 
character,  of  elevating  himself  and  his  children  in  the 
scale  of  moral  and  intellectual  happiness.  "With  an 
equally  jealous  care,  it  guards  the  fruits  of  honest  in- 
dustry from  the  rapacity  of  those  whom  indolence  and 
vice  may  have  doomed  to  poverty  and  to  discontent, 
it  abhors  all  tyranny, — the  tyranny  of  the  majority, 
no  less  than  the  tyranny  of  the  king.  Finally,  it 
recognizes  the  necessity  of  checks  and  balances  in  the 
organization  of  every  political  system  which  is  in- 
tended to  give  full  effect  to  the  will  of  the  people, 
and  to  protect  from  violation  the  rights  of  the  people. 
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Fellow  citizens : — As  the  friends  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion, we  have  presented  for  your  suffrages  a  Prox  of 
general  officers,  composed  of  men  who  will  maintain 
and  defend  that  constitution  as  "  sacredly  obligatory 
upon  all,  till  changed  by  an  explicit  and  authentic  act 
of  the  whole  people."  We  have  likewise  presented  to 
you  the  issue  which,  at  the  approaching  election,  you 
are  to  try  and  to  decide.  We  look  to  the  result,  with 
a  cheering  confidence  that  you  will  render  a  verdict  in 
favor  of  liberty  and  law.  Surely,  it  can  never  be  that, 
here  in  Rhode  Island,  licentiousness  is  destined  to 
achieve  a  disastrous  ascendency  I  It  can  never  be, 
that  democi-acy  is  to  be  wounded  and  dishonored  in 
the  house  of  its  friends  !  It  can  never  be,  that,  from 
the  land  of  Roger  Williams,  a  spirit  is  destined  to  go 
forth  which,  if  left  unchecked,  would  subvert  all  popu- 
lar rights ;  lay  waste  the  monuments  of  social  refine- 
ment ;  turn  back  the  tide  of  modem  civilization ;  and 
quench  in  blood  the  guiding  star  of  freedom  to  the 
nations. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,   APRIL  1,   1843. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  PROVIDEKCE, 

ADOPTED  AT  A    CITY    CONVENTION  OP  THE  RHODE  ISLAND 
PARTY. 


Fellow  Citizens: — On  Wednesday  next,  you  ivlU 
be  required  to  exercise  the  elective  fi'ancliise,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  that  new  constitution  of  gov- 
ernment which  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  have  ordained  and  established. 
This  constitution,  it  will  be  recollected,  provides  that 
the  Senate  shall  consist  of  the  Governor,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  of  one  Senator  from  each  town  in  the 
State.  It  likewise  provides  that  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  shall  be  constituted  on  the  basis  of  popu- 
lation— always  allowing  one  Representative  for  a  frac- 
tion exceeding  half  the  ratio ;  that  each  town  shall 
always  be  entitled  to  at  least  one  member ;  and  that 
no  town  shall  have  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  whole 
number  of  members  to  which  the  House  is  limited. 
The  Senate  and  House,  it  will  be  seen,  are  constituted 
upon  pi'inciples  somewhat  dissimilar ;  and  to  this  very 
dissimilarity  do  they  owe  all  the  practical  value  of 
their  organization.    In  the  formation  of  the  legisla- 
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tive  department,  tlie  constitution,  wisely  establisliea 
such  a  balance  of  power  between  different  sections  and 
different  interests  of  the  State,  as  may  furnish  each 
section  and  each  interest  with  efficient  means  of  pro- 
tecting itself  against  oppression. 

Constituted  as  the  House  is,  we  have  no  reason  to 
fear  that  a  factioiis  and  interested  majority,  should 
such  ever  be  found  in  the  Senate,  will  be  able  to  re- 
sist the  legitimate  and  healthful  action  of  public 
opinion.  The  city  of  Providence  consented,  cheerfully, 
to  the  organization  of  the  Senate  upon  a  principle, 
which,  in  respect  to  political  power,  places  her,  in  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  upon  an  exact  equality  with 
all  other  towns  in  the  State.  Thus  did  she  give  incon- 
testible  evidence  that  her  highest  ambition  is  to  ob- 
tain for  hei'self  and  for  the  State  the  blessings  of  a 
stable  and  well  ordered  government.  Her  people,  lit- 
tle covetous  of  political  honors,  have  never  sought,  and 
they  seek  not  now,  to  exert  any  undue  influence  in  the 
government  of  the  State.  Orderly,  industnous,  enter- 
prising, and  frugal,  they  have,  during  the  past  year, 
suffered  serious  injuries  in  their  regular  business,  and 
have  been  agitated  by  w-ell  founded  alarms  for  the  se- 
curity of  their  property,  and  for  the  comfort  and  peace 
of  their  firesides. 

The  recurrence  of  calamities,-  fellow  citizens,  so  in- 
jurious to  all  our  interests— and  so  hostile  to  all  our 
social  and  domestic  enjoyments,  can,  in  our  judgment, 
be  averted  only  by  confiding  the  political  power  of 
the  State  to  the  sincere  friends  of  the  Constitution — 
to  the  men  who  made  it,  and  not  to  the  men  who  stand 
pledged  to  overthrow  it ;  to  the  men  who  will  not 
suffer  it  to  be  changed,  except  in  the  mode  which  it- 
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self  provides— and  not  to  the  men  who  would  dignify 
an  act  of  revolutionary  violence  as  "  an  explicit  and 
authentic  act  of  the  whole  people." 

Elected  from  the  several  wards  of  this  city  to  com- 
pose a  couveDtion  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  to 
your  suffrages  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Senator, 
and  candidates  for  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  we 
have  endeavored,  faithfully,  to  discharge  the  responsi- 
ble trust  confided  to  oui"  discretion.  In  presenting  to 
you  Albert  C.  Greene,  the  present  Attorney  General 
of  Rhode  Island,  as  a  candidate  for  the  Senate,  we 
have  responded,  with  entire  unanimity  ourselves,  to 
what  we  are  confident  is  the  unanimous  and  most 
cordial  wish  of  the  Ehode  Island  party  in  the  city  of 
Providence,  On  his  eminent  qualifications  for  this 
high  and  honorable  office,  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to 
enlarge.  It  remains  only  that  we  exhort  you  to  give 
to  the  man  of  your  choice  a  support  corresponding  to 
your  sense  of  his  merits. 

In  selecting  candidates  for  the  House  of  Kepresen- 
tatives,  under  circumstances  somewhat  novel,  the  num- 
ber to  which  the  city  is  entitled,  having  been  increased 
from  four  to  twelve,  we  experienced  no  difficulty 
which  did  not  readily  yield  to  the  spirit  of  harmony 
and  conciliation  which  marked  all  our  deliberations 
and  all  our  votes.  Disregarding  all  former  or  existing 
party  lines,  we  sought  only  to  find  twelve  good  men 
and  true,  who  would  faithfully  and  impartially  repre- 
sent the  various  interests  of  our  city  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  who  would  maintain,  with  zeal,  and 
energy,  and  effective  talent,  the  great  principles  of 
regulated  freedom  which  the  Ehode  Island  party  was 
formed  to  uphold.    Most  of  these  candidates,  fellow 
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citizens,  are  well  known  to  you — they  havino-  dis- 
charged, to  your  entire  satisfaction,  various  impor- 
tant puljlic  trusts.  For  those  of  them  who  are  less 
extensively  known,  we  bespeak  that  confidence,  in  ad- 
vance, which  is  due  to  their  substantial  worth,  and  to 
their  active  exertions  in  the  cause  of  "Law  and 
Order." 

Fellow  Citizens :— The  crisis  is  fall  of  solemn  in- 
terest. The  constitution  which  we  have  established 
is  in  danger — the  peace  of  this  city  is  in  danger — the 
peace  of  the  whole  State  is  in  danger.  The  advocates 
of  the  people's  constitution  have  lost  none  of  their  zeal 
in  its  favor.  They  have  retracted  none  of  the  violent 
resolutions  in  which  they  pledged  themselves  to  over- 
throw the  legal  constitution,  and,  "with  the  least  de- 
lay," to  establish  their  own  upon  its  ruins.  They  are 
the  same  men  still,  moved  by  the  same  spirit — follow- 
ing the  same  leaders — bent  upon  the  same  end.  Most 
disastrous  to  this  city  would  be  the  triumph  of  this 
revolutionary  party.  Not  a  year  of  their  rule  would 
elapse,  before  every  man  among  us,  twenty  one  years 
old  and  over,  would  be  admitted  to  the  right  of  suf- 
frage. Need  you  be  told  what  would  be  the  inevita- 
ble consequences  of  thus  prostrating  all  qualifications 
for  the  exercise  of  this  important  political  right  ?  The 
city  of  Pi'ovidence  would  pass,  and,  it  may  be,  would 
pass  forever,  from  under  the  dominion  of  the  conser- 
vative classes — the  merchants,  traders,  mechanics,  and 
industrious  working  men— into  the  hands  of  a  class 
of  voters,  composed  to  a  considerable  extent  of  per- 
sons having  no  common  interest  with  us — and  who, 
lazy  and  profligate  themselves,  would  follow  the  lead 
of  demagogues  not  less  lazy  and  profligate.     These, 
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fellow  citizens,  are  not  imaginary"  alarms.  The  fear- 
ful evils  whici  we  have  predicted,  will  inevitably  come 
upon  ns,  if  we  snffer  the  partisans  of  Thomas  W. 
Dorr  and  of  Thomas  F.  Carpenter,  to  achieve  a  vic- 
tory at  the  ballot  box  on  Wednesday  next.  Kemem- 
ber,  how  much  depends  upon  Providence,  and  how 
much  is  rightfully  expected  from  Providence,  by  those 
gallant  men  who,  a  few  months  since,  rushed  hither 
from  every  part  of  the  State,  to  defend  our  firesides, 
and  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  the  laws.  The 
right  spirit  animates  the  I'anks  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Party — -aud  if  every  man  among  us,  laying  aside,  for 
a  few  days,  the  common  cares  and  occupations  of  com- 
mon life,  devote  all  hia  energies  to  the  great  cause  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  we  may  confidently  anticipate 
for  that  cause  a  glorious  and  a  final  triumph. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,   MAKCH  28,   1843. 


LETTER  TO  THOMAS  F.   CARPENTER,  ESQ. 


Sir  : — Your  position  as  a  candidate  and  as  a  man  is 
most  unenviable.  You  complain  that  the  "  partisan 
misrepresentations  "  of  your  "  opponents  "  have  sub- 
jected you  to  unmerited  reproach.     Let  me  tell  you. 
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Sir,  that  your  opponents  have  dealt  very  gently  with 
you,  and  that  you  have  cause  to  thank  them  for  their 
forbearance.  If,  in  any  case,  they  have  misrepre- 
sented you,  they  are  not  in  fault.  You  have  heen  at 
pains  to  perplex  the  public  judgment  in  regard  to 
your  real  opinions  and  to  the  course  which,  if  elected 
Governor,  you  would  pursue.  It  therefore  ill  be- 
comes you.  Sir,  to  charge  your  opponents  with  mis- 
representing you,  when  you  have  placed  it  out  of  the 
power  either  of  friend  or  foe  to  understand  you. 
Most  of  the  people  of  Ehode  Island  are  plain,  practi- 
cal men,  strangers  to  the  mysteries  of  special  plead- 
ing, to  the  logic  of  the  schools,  and  to  the  ingenuities 
of  party  politicians.  However  unskilled  they  may  be 
to  thread  their  way  through  the  mazes  of  political 
chicane,  they  are  quick  to  discover  when  those  who 
ask  their  confidence,  are  not  pursuing  an  honest  p,ur- 
pose  by  honest  means.  They  have  observed  some- 
what attentively  your  course,  during  the  whole  pro- 
gress of  the  revolutionary  movement  in  Ehode  Island ; 
and  who  can  wonder  that  they  are  left  without  a  par- 
ticle of  confidence  in  any  profession  which  you  may 
now  make  to  that  people  whom,  all  along,  you  have 
sought  to  deceive.  I  do  not  mean  to  trace  your  course 
from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  to  the  pi'esent 
crisis.  I  have  no  relish  for  ambiguities,  either  in  lan- 
guage or  in  morals— I  see  no  beauty  in  crooked  lines 
— I  like  the  palpable  and  not  the  obscure— I  love  the 
broad  and  intelligible  principles  of  everlasting  justice, 
and  not  the  narrow,  technical  and  deceptive  expe- 
dients of  political  cunning.  Allow  me,  then,  Sir, 
very  briefly,  to  direct  your  attention  and  the  attention 
of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  to  a  few  only  of  the 
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"fixed  facts"  which  illustrate,  so  disastrously  for  your 
fame,  your  political  course  during  tlie  past  year. 

In  the  first  place,  where  were  you,  when  Dorr  and 
his  aiders  and  abettors  were  seeking  to  inflame  the 
popular  mind  by  all  soi'ts  of  appeals  to  the  popular 
passions  ?  Were  you  then  endeavoring  to  allay  the 
agitations  to  which  profligate  men  had,  by  means  the 
most  profligate,  imparted  the  fearful  violence  of  a  so- 
cial revolution  ?  Did  yon  come  forward  to  throw  oil 
upon  the  troubled  waters  ?  Did  you  rebuke,  with 
your  voice  or  with  your  pen,  the  madness  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  Did  you  place  yourself  in  stern  and  paJpable  op- 
position to  the  frantic  schemes  of  Dorr  and  his  con- 
federates in  mischief?  Far  from  all  this  is  the  "fixed 
fact ! "  You  aided  and  abetted  in  all  the  preliminary 
iniquities  of  the  revolutionary  drama.  You  shunned 
not  the  alliance  of  Dorr,  and  of  Pearce,  and  of  At- 
well.  Nay,  as  one  of  the  illustrious  nine,  you  lent  to 
them  the  influence  of  your  name  as  a  constitutional 
lawyer,  in  putting  forth  that  ever  memorable  docu- 
ment which  was  intended  to  deceive  the  weaker 
brethren  into  the  belief  that  their  meditated  reform 
was  not  revolution  !  For  this  act  alone,  knowing,  as 
you  must  have  known,  the  effect  it  was  meant  to  pro- 
duce, you  deserve  to  forfeit,  and  to  forfeit  forever,  the 
confidence  of  the  people  of  Ehode  Island.  It  might 
have  been  in  your  power  to  still  the  tempest;  but  you 
chose  to  invoke  it.  It  might  have  been  in  your  power 
to  compose,  by  appropriate  sedatives,  the  popular  pas- 
sions ;  but  you  chose  to  throw  into  the  burning  caul- 
dron the  elements  of  a  fiercer  conflagration  ! 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  likewise  an  unquestioned 
fact  that  you  voted  for  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  as  Gov- 
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eruor  under  the  people's  constitution  !  The  moral  ef- 
fect of  conduct  like  this,  ia  too  obvious  to  need  illus- 
tration.  If  you  did  not  mean  to  sport  with  the  elec- 
tive franchise  ;  if  you  voted  for  him  in  good  faith ;  if 
you  desired  to  elect  him  as  your  Governor  under  that 
constitution,  you  assisted,  by  this  act,  in  giving  another 
impulse  to  the  hall  of  revolution.  How  far  the  pub- 
lic judgment  may  be  modified  in  youi-  favor  by  the 
fact  that  you  yourself  was  soon  afterwards  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Governor  under  the  charter,  I  leave 
the  public  judgment  to  decide.  Perhaps  in  voting  for 
candidate  Dorr,  you  sought  to  obtain  some  remote  and 
contingent  benefit  for  candidate  Carpenter. 

In  the  third  place,  you  were  a  member  of  the  Decem- 
ber Dorrite  Convention — which  not  only  solemnly  pro- 
claimed its  purpose  to  be  "the  establishment,  with  the 
least  delay,  of  the  people's  constitution  in  fact  as  well 
as  in  right,"  but  which  denounced  the  legal  constitu- 
tion as  "formed  in  contravention  of  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  people,"  and  "  intended  to  be  imposed 
upon  a  Majority  of  the  people  without  their  con- 
sent ! "  You,  Sir,  it  would  seem,  voted  for  those  reso- 
lutions. At  any  rate,  you  did  not  object  to  their  pas- 
sage. They  still  stand  upon  the  record  as  your  well 
considered  opinions,  when  you  thought  sincerity  could 
do  you  no  harm.  If  such  were,  in  December,  your 
opinions  of  the  people's  constitution  and  of  the  legal 
constitution,  what,  let  me  ask,  has  since  occurred  to 
change  them  ?  What  new  facts  have  been  revealed  ; 
what  new  constitutional  principles  have  been  discov- 
ered,—what  deep  fountain  of  patriotism  has  been  un- 
sealed,—that,  all  at  once,  you  are  convinced  that  the 
action  of  that  conventiou  was  revolutionary  ?     Ivo  sub- 
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sequent  convention  has  ever  gone  "behiud  these  resolu- 
tions. You  may  have  been  forced,  by  exigent  circum- 
stances, to  declare  that  you  do  not  now  believe  what 
you  then  so  solemnly  affirmed  to  be  true.  If,  General, 
you  are  so  expert  in  changing  your  front,  do  not  won- 
der if  the  people  choose  for  their  commander  in  chief 
a  man  who  never  needs  to  change  his  front — a  man, 
who,  when  the  citadel  is  in  danger,  thints  only  how 
he  may  best  defend  it. 

Passing  over  your  famous  letter  to  General  McNeill, 
which  your  partisans  are  ashamed  to  publish,  and 
which  you  ought  to  blush  for  having  written,  I  come, 
in  the  fourth  and  last  place,  to  your  letter  to  your 
Richmond  frienda  This  letter  has  been  subjected,  by 
a  writer  in  the  Journal,  to  so  searching  an  analysis, 
that  I  am  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  making  it  the 
topic  of  any  very  extended  remarks.  As  furnishing 
another  development,  sir,  of  your  real  character,  and 
as  an  indication  of  the  ulterior  designs  of  your  party, 
this  last  and  expurgated  edition  of  Dorrism  ought  to 
be  carefully  considered.  What,  Sir,  are  honest  and 
honorable  men,  at  home  and  abroad,  to  think  of  the 
intelligence  or  integrity  of  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Governor  who,  in  December,  maintains  upon  a  grave 
matter,  one  set  of  political  principles,  and,  in  March, 
without  indicating  any  reasons  for  change,  avows  a  set 
of  political  principles  not  only  opposite  but  directly 
contradictory?  If,  Sir,  you  are  liable  to  meet  with 
such  changes,  in  the  course  of  only  a  few  weeks,  what, 
assurances  can  you  give  us,  that,  should  you  be  elected 
Governor,  you  would  not  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 
change  again  ? 

For  one.  Sir,  I  want  a  man  for  Governor,  who  takes 
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his  position  upon  some  fixed  pi-inciples,  and  who  will 
not  suffer  the  fear  of  losing  votes  or  the  desire  to  win 
them,  to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  his  judgment,  or 
the  decisions  of  his  conscience.  You  were  for  Dorr 
and  for  Dorr's  constitution  in  December.  "Where  are 
you  now  ?  According  to  the  terms  of  your  Richmond 
letter,  you  are  now  for  maintaining  that  constitution 
which,  then,  you  declared  was  "  formed  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  sovereign  will  of  the  people,  and  intended 
to  be  imposed  upou  them  without  their  consent  I " 
Let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  these  experiments  upon  the  cred- 
ulity of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  will  fail  of  their 
intended  effect.  They  are  not  so  easily  gulled,  as  you 
seem  to  think ;  they  will  not  hesitate  to  withhold  their 
confidence  from  any  man  who  seeks  to  palter  with 
them,  in  a  douWe  sense.  What,  let  me  ask  you,  Sir, 
do  you  mean  loy  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the 
whole  people?  Would  the  adoption  of  the  people's 
constitution,  in  lieu  of  the  legal  constitution,  by  a  con- 
vention of  the  delegates  of  the  people,  assembled  at 
the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  in  your  judg- 
ment an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple ?  Would  the  adoption  of  the  people's  constitution 
by  a  simple  majority  of  the  whole  people,  voting  in 
town  meetings  legally  assembled,  be  considered  by 
you  as  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple ?  In  fine,  would  you  recognize  as  an  explicit  and 
authentic  act  of  the  whole  people,  any  mode  of  alter- 
ing the  legal  constitution  other  than  that  which  is  pro- 
vided in  the  chapter  on  amendments?  This  is  the 
whole  question.  It  lies  in  a  nut  shell.  Why  seek  to 
wrap  it  up  in  mystery  ?  If  you  are  of  opinion  that 
the  constitution  can  be  changed  in  no  other  mode,  ex- 
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cept  in  that  pointed  out  by  itself,  why  do  you  not  say 
BO  at  once  in  language  which  no  plain  man  can  misin- 
terpret ?  K,  on  the  other  hand,  you  believe  that  this 
constitution  can  be  changed,  without  regard  to  the 
chapter  on  amendments,  you  are  guilty  of  a  base  sub- 
terfuge ;  you  are  assisting  in  a  nefarious  scheme  to 
deceive  the  people  of  this  State ;  you  are  doing  that 
which  ought  to  cover  you  not  only  witli  defeat,  but 
with  dishonor. 

A  Friend  to  the  Legal  Cohstitutioh". 


PROVIDENCE  journal,  MARCH  30,  1843. 


TO  B.  B.  THURSTON,  DEXTER  RANDALL,  AND  SAMUEL 
T.  ATWELL,  ESQUIRES. 


Gentlemen  : — I  have  read  your  pathetic  appeal  to 
the  Electors  of  Rhode  Island,  put  forth  under  a 
paroxysm  of  nervous  fear,  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1843.  Why,  verily,  gentlemen,  the  Algerine  hand- 
bill, headed  "  Dorr  Returned,"  seems  to  have  fright- 
ened you  from  your  propnety  !  Like  the  handwriting 
upon  the  wall,  which  "troubled  the  thoughts"  of 
Belshazzar  at  his  impious  feast,  and  "  astonished  his 
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lords,"  this  anonymous  missive  fills  you  with  conster- 
nation, as  if  it  foreshadowed  your  doom.  This,  your 
appeal  to  the  Electors,  is  surcharged  with  strong  as- 
sertion. It  fairly  foams  with  sensibility,  as  if  you 
really  had  some  right  to  feel  indignant.  After  all 
your  flourish,  gentlemen,  you  leave  untouched  and  un- 
contradicted some  of  the  most  important  allegations 
made  in  this  famous  handbill.  You  bluster  and  you 
whimper  by  turns ;  but  you  do  not,  after  all,  meet 
fairly  and  fearlessly  the  whole  case.  As  to  "  the  pri- 
vate and  moi-al  character  of  Thomas  F.  Carpenter,"  I 
have  nothing  to  say;  and  I  should  be  among  the  last 
men  In  Rhode  Island  to  refuse  him  any  distinction 
which  he  has  "justly  earned  for  himself,"  or  to  impair, 
in  any  degree,  the  "  confidence  his  fellow  citizens  place 
in  his  integrity  as  a  gentleman,  patriot  and  christian." 
Upon  none  of  these  high  relationships  shall  I  venture 
to  intrude.  I  have  to  deal  with  him  only  as  candidate 
Carpenter — and  as  such  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  bring 
him  to  a  decisive  test. 

The  handbill,  which  you  denounce  as  so  "foul,  slan- 
derous and  libellous,"  asserts  as  a  fact,  that  General 
Carpenter  upon  the  29th  of  November  last,  in  a  self 
styled  democratic  convention,  dre^v  up  in  his  own 
hand,  and  advocated  sundry  resolutions,  which  fully 
affirmed  the  legality  ot  the  people's  constitution,  and 
no  less  fully  affirmed  that  the  constitution  now  about 
to  be  put  in  operation,  was  framed  in  "contravention 
of  the  sovereign  power  of  the  people,  and  is  intended 
to  be  imposed  upon  them  without  their  consent." 
Here,  Messrs.  Thurston,  Atwell  and  Randall,  is  a 
distinct  and  grave  charge — concerning  which  in  your 
to  the  Electors  of  Rhode  Island  you  say — 
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^Nothing !  Do  not,  gentlemen,  stand  mute  in  a  matter 
of  so  mucli  moment  to  yonr  candidate  and  to  the  State. 
Did  General  Cai-penter  draught  those  resolutions,  and 
support  them,  as  is  charged  by  the  handbill,  or  did  he 
not  ?  This  is  the  question,  and  let  me  tell  you  that,  in 
lieu  of  an  answer  to  this  question,  the  people  will  not 
accept  your  eloquent  testimoniea  in  favor  of  "  the  moral 
worth  "  and  "  spotless  life  of  Thomas  F.  Carpenter." 

This  "  foul,  slanderous,  and  libellous  "  handbill  fur- 
ther charges  that,  a  few  months  since,  General  Carpen- 
ter denounced  the  misguided  men  of  whom  he  is  now 
the  acknowledged  leader,  as  "rascally  insurgents." 
Do  you  deny  this  charge,  gentlemen,  in  your  appeal 
to  the  Electors?  Dare  you  deny  it  any  w-here,  under 
the  I'esponsibility  of  your  names  ?  If  I  mistake  not, 
this  charge  can  be  substantiated  by  testimony  hardly 
less  conclusive  than  that  upon  which  General  Carpen- 
ter is  believed  to  have  stigmatized,  as  "malicious  and 
cowardly  Algerines,"  those  brave  men,  who,  vrithout 
your  aid,  were  endeavoring  to  put  down,  what,  in  gen- 
tle phrase,  you  call  "  an  alleged  conspiracy  against  the 
repose  and  quiet  of  the  State  ! !  " 

You  deny,  somewhat  indignantly,  the  charge  made 
in  the  handbill  that  General  Cai-penter  invited  Dorr 
to  Rhode  Island— and  you  declare  that  yon  had  "no 
knowledge  of  Mister  Dorr's  intention  of  visiting  the 
State— that  you  neither  invited  his  return,  nor  have 
you  had  any  communication  with  or  from  him,  either 
before  or  since  his  residence  at  Pawtucket— that  you 
are  wholly  ignorant  of  the  inducements  and  purposes 
which  brought  Mr.  Dorr  here — that  you  have  no  con- 
trol over  his  movements,"  &c.  I  desire,  gentlemen,  to 
give  you  the  full  benefit  of  your  disclauners  and  your 
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denials — and  have  therefore  qnoted  the  very  language 
of  your  appeah  You  make,  gentlemen,  pretty  heavy 
draughts  upon  our  faith^but  that  seems  with  you  to 
be  the  fashion  of  the  day.  But  what,  after  all,  is  the 
amount  of  these  formidable  denials  and  disclaimers? 
It  may  be,  that  General  Carpenter  never  formally  in- 
vited the  return  of  the  man  whom  he  voted  for  as 
Governor,  and  whom,  in  a  resolution,  he  declared  to 
be  "the  rightful  Governor."  It  may  be  that  you,  Mr. 
Thurston,  and  you,  Mr.  Eandall,  and  you,  ili'.  Atwell, 
may  have  had  no  direct  communication  with  him, 
and  that  you  have  no  control  over  his  movements. 
You  cannot,  however,  deny  that  this  bad  man  with 
whom  you  have  chosen  to  ally  yourselves,  is  again 
hanging  upon  our  borders.  You  cannot  deny  that 
his  supporters  are  your  supporters — liis  presses  your 
presses — his  orators  your  orators — his  principles  your 
principles — and,  let  me  tell  you,  you  can  never  per- 
suade the  people  of  Khode  Island,  with  the  records  of 
your  conventions  staring  them  in  the  face,  that  your 
cause  is  not  his  cause.  What  need  of  a  formal  invita- 
tion from  General  Carpenter  to  him  whom  it  now  suits 
your  purpose  to  call  Mister  Dorr  !  This  would  have 
been  a  coarse  expedient— rendered  quite  unnecessary 
by  those  ties  of  subtle  and  mysterious  sympathy  which 
unite  the  brotherhood  whose  cherished  principles  you 
stand  pledged  to  carry  out?  You  cannot,  gentlemen, 
sever  yourselves  from  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  Without  his 
aid,  you  would  never  have  taken  the  field.  Let  him 
withdraw  from  you  his  support,  and  you  would  strug- 
gle without  even  a  hope  of  success  to  sustain  you. 
With  all  your  professed  ignorance  of  his  movements, 
you  know  that  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr  came  to  Khode 
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Island  to  infuse  new  life  into  the  party  to  which  alone 
you  look  for  success.  He  came  hither,  gentlemen,  to 
help  General  Carpenter  and  yourselves.  His  fortunes, 
disguise  it  as  you  may,  are  your  fortunes — his  fate  will 
be  your  fate. 

You  deal,  gentlemen,  quite  too  much  in  generalities. 
You  do  not,  and  you  dare  not,  meet  the  grave  and  spe- 
cific charges  of  the  handbill.  This  wholesale  method 
of  getting  rid  of  these  charges  which  you  have  adopted 
will  not  avail.  It  will  not  do  for  you  any  longer  to 
attempt  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
Have  you  abandoned  any  of  the  revolutionary  doc- 
trines which  you  broached  a  few  months  since  ?  Are 
you  not  in  full  and  sympathetic  communion  with  the 
bosom  friends  of  Dorr  ?  Are  not  his  allies  youi'  allies  ? 
If  you  triumph,  will  not  he  triumph  ?  These  are  plain, 
practical  questions,  and  you  need  not  seek  to  dodge 
them,  by  talking  about  your  disavowal  of  "  all  actual 
or  constructive  violence." 

A  few  words  more,  gentlemen,  and  I  have  done  with 
you  for  the  present.  You  appeal  to  "  the  good  and  hu- 
mane of  all  classes  to  come  forward  and  rebuke  the 
calumniators  of  General  Carpenter?"  Why,  gentle- 
men, with  what  grace  can  you  make  such  an  appeal — 
you  who  read  and  sustain  the  Herald  and  the  Express — 
you  who  employ  convicted  felons  to  blacken,  for  your 
benefit,  the  good  and  humane  of  all  classes?  Nay, 
more,  with  marvellous  effrontery,  you  appeal  to  James 
Fenner,  and  ask  him  "  if  he  can  justify  "  what  you  are 
pleased  to  consider  as  libels  upon  Carpenter !  Have 
you,  gentlemen,  taken  leave  of  all  modesty,  that  you 
thus  appeal  to  a  man  whom  your  conventions,  and 
presses  and  orators,  have  denounced  as  a  "renegade 
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democrat " — as  a  man  who  lias  bartered  his  principles 
for  tlie  hope  of  office— a  man  upon  -whom  your  whole 
pack  has  been  nnkennelled — a  man,  even  whose  per- 
son your  libellers  of  the  baser  sort  have  been  employed 
to  caricature !  Dismiss  youi-  itinerant  slanderei-s — re- 
form the  manners  of  your  press— and  reject,  with  scorn, 
all  alliance  with  traitors  and  with  felons — and,  then 
you  will  not  sin  against  all  sense  of  propriety  in  ap- 
pealing to  "the  wise  and  good,"  and  in  lamenting 
"the  degenerate  state  of  society."  How  have  the 
wise  and  good  fared  at  the  hands  of  your  friends,  dur- 
ing the  year  that  has  passed  ?  And  if  society  has  be- 
come degenerate,  ask  yourselves,  in  sober  mood,  what 
you  have  done  and  what  you  are  doing,  to  elevate  its 

character!  .    „  t  nr 

A  Khode  Island  Man. 


PBOTIDBNCE  JOURNAL,  JANUARY  1 


RESOLUTIOIS 

PASSED  AT  A  LAW  AND  OEDEK  CONVENTrON. 


Whekeas  the  principles  of  law  and  order,  which  the 
Rhode  Island  party  was  formed  to  establish,  and  which 
it  stands  pledged  to  maintain,  involve,  in  the  judgment 
of  this  Convention,  matters  of  paramount  concern  to 
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the  peace,  prosperity,  freedom  and  honor  of  the  people 
of  this  State :     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  by  which  the  men  of 
the  Rhode  Island  party  have  hitherto  been  governed, 
and  the  mighty  interests  which  they  have,  thus  far, 
successfully  struggled  to  defend  against  revolutionary 
doctrines  and  revolutionary  violence,  commend  them- 
selves anew  to  our  regard — as  principles,  which  ought 
never  to  be  abandoned  or  put  at  hazai'd — as  interests 
which  no  subordinate  ends,  should  for  one  moment 
suffer  us  to  overlook. 

Resolved,  That  the  extraordinary  prosperity  enjoyed 
by  the  people  of  this  State  during  the  past  year,  is,  iin- 
der  the  pro\'idenee  of  God,  mainly  owing  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  liberal  constitution,  adopted  by  the  peo- 
ple in  their  sovereign  capacity,  and  administered  with 
exemplary  discretion  and  firmnness,  by  magistrates 
who  feel  that  life,  liberty,  and  prosperity  are  insecure, 
when  they  are  left  without  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Resolved,  That,  in  no  single  year  since  the  adoption 
of  the  National  Constitution  by  Rhode  Island,  has  the 
legislation  of  this  State  evinced  a  spirit  of  more  com- 
prehensive wisdom,  or  wrought  out  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  people  more  important  and  salutary  changes  in 
various  departments  of  the  public  administration. 

Resolved,  That  a  state  of  things  under  which  so 
much  has  already  been  accomplished  for  the  benefit  of 
Rhode  Island  institutions,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Rhode  Island  people,  and  which  is  full  of  promise  for 
the  future,  ought,  by  every  practicable  means,  to  be 
maintained  undisturbed. 

Resolved,  That,  in  all  elections  to  oilice,  whether  by 
the  people  or  by  the  Greneral  Assembly,  no  naiTOW  and 
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exclusive  test  ought  to  be  applied  to  candidates,  but 
that  the  men  of  the  Ehode  Island  party  should  exact 
no  other  title  to  their  confidence  than  unsuspected 
fealty  to  the  great  pnnciples  upon  which  that  party 
was  formed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ehode  Island  party  owes  much 
of  ita  moral  power  to  its  generous  disregai-d  of  all  past 
political  differences  of  opinion  among  its  members,  in 
reference  either  to  measures  or  to  men,  and  to  the  un- 
faltering ardor  with  which  it  has  clung  to  the  grand 
principles  of  social  order  and  constitutional  freedom. 

Resolved,  That,  on  an  inflexible  adherence  to  these 
grand  principles,  we  place  our  trust  for  the  future,  as- 
sured no  less  by  our  conviction  of  their  inherent  power 
than  by  our  experience  of  the  past,  that  they  will  carry 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island  triumphantly  through  every 
trial  of  adverse  fortune  which  they  may  be  called  to 
bear. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
the  work  of  agitation  is  not  yet  over  in  Rhode  Island; 
that  the  language  and  acts  of  the  opponents  of  the  ex- 
isting constitution,  both  in  their  primary  meetings  and 
in  tlieir  more  formal  assemblies,  force  upon  our  minds 
the  conviction  that,  whenever  the  opportunity  may 
present  itself,  they  are  determined  to  overthrow  that 
constitution,  in  a  revolutionary  spirit,  and  by  a  revo- 
lutionary process,  and  to  establish  upon  its  ruins  a 
system  of  government  which,  under  the  delusive  pre- 
tence of  securing  equal  rights  to  all,  would  leave  all 
without  adequate  pi'otection  foi-  any  right. 

Resolved,  That  while  our  opponents  continue 
gravely  to  affirm  that  the  existing  Constitution  "was 
thrust  upon  the  people  of  this  State  in  violation  of 
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their  wishes,  strongly  expressed,  by  fraud  and  force," 
we  are  admonished  of  the  necessity  of  vigilance  and 
union,  and  energy,  in  order  that  we  may  maintain, 
against  every  attempt  to  overthrow  it,  the  Constitu- 
tion which  we  have  established. 

Resolved,  That  our  opponents,  who  profess  to  be 
advocates  of  State  rights,  have,  in  a  question  purely 
domestic,  invoked  the  interposition  of  the  National 
Democratic  Convention,  a  tribunal  unknown  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  land ;  that  all  such  ap- 
peals are  of  most  dangerous  tendency,  not  only  to  the 
rights  of  the  States,  but  to  every  bulwark  of  constitu- 
tional freedom  which  the  fathers  of  this  republic,  in 
their  wisdom,  have  provided. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  commit  our  cause  to  that 
superintending  Providence  which  has  thus  tar  shielded 
it  from  harm,  we  will  keep  ourselves  prepared  to  defend 
it  with  trae  hearts  and  vigorous  arms  against  all  assaults, 
whenever  and  by  whomsoever  they  may  be  made. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED  AT  A  LAW  AND  ORDER  MEETING. 


Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  great 
interests  of  the  State  of  Ehode  Island  demand  the 
election  of  Henry  Clay  to  the  Presidentship  of  these 
United  States;  and  likewise  demand  the  election  of 
James  Fenner,  and  his  associates  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Prox,  to  the  high  and  responsible  trusts,  which,  during 
the  past  year,  they  have,  with  such  exemplary  fidelity, 
discharged. 

1.  Therefore,  resolved,  That,  recognizing  in  Henry 
Clay,  the  able  and  fearless  champion  of  measures  and 
of  principles,  which  are  vital  to  the  peace,  prosperity, 
and  honor  of  Rhode  Island,  we  cannot  hesitate,  as 
Rhode  Island  men,  to  extend  to  him,  in  the  approach- 
ing political  contest,  a  cordial,  earnest,  and  efficient 
support. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Henry  Clay  commends  himself 
to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island,  as  the  advocate  of  a  just  and  equal  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  as 
a  Statesman,  who,  on  all  occasions,  has  put  forth  the 
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resources  of  his  extraordinary  mind  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  system  of  public  policy,  which  protects 
American  industry  against  the  injuiious  effects  of  for- 
eign competition. 

3.  Resolved,  That,  while  Mr.  Clay  has  exerted  all 
his  powers  of  eloquence  and  of  logic  in  defence  of 
these  great  measures  of  public  policy, — measures 
which  have  not  hitherto  divided  the  opinions  of  par- 
ties in  Rhode  Island, — he  stands  before  us,  and  before 
the  countiy,  with  another,  and  a  still  higher  title  to 
gi'atitude  and  support,  as  the  intrepid  defender,  in  an 
hour  of  peril,  of  those  mighty  principles  of  Law  and 
Order  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  political 
institutions,  and  which,  in  their  ultimate  issues,  must 
affect  the  cause  of  popular  right,  and  constitutional 
freedom,  in  every  civilized  land. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  although  the  spirit  of  revolu- 
tionary violence  has  been  signally  rebuked  within  the 
borders  of  this  State,  yet  the  Rhode  Island  question 
cannot  be  considered  as  settled,  while  an  organized 
party  aver,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the  exist- 
ing constitution  was  "thrust  upon  the  people  of  this 
State  by  fraud  and  force ; "  while  they  declare,  that, 
in  registering  their  names,  and  acting  under  the  exist- 
ing constitution,  they  have  "not  intended  to  withdraw 
tlie  objections  which  have  been  stated,  against  its  ori- 
gin, character,  and  provisions ;  and  that  they  look  for- 
ward, with  just  confidence,  to  the  ultimate  prevalence 
of  their  principles,  and  to  the  adoption  of  them,  as  the 
constitutional  law  of  the  State;  while,  above  all,  the 
same  organized  party  are  about  to  invoke,  in  behalf 
of  their  revolutionary  projects,  the  sympathy,  if  not 
the  active  co-operation  of  the  Baltimore  Van  Buren 
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Convention, — a  body  unknown  to  our  laws,  and  wliose 
interference  in  our  domestic  concema,  ought  to  be  re- 
pelled as  an  insult  upon  the  people  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  as  a  most  dangerous  infraction  of  the  rights  of  the 
States. 

5.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
the  Rhode  Island  question  has  lost  none  of  its  impor- 
tance :  that,  touching,  as  it  does,  the  foundations  of  all 
our  constitutions,  it  must  be  regarded,  not  as  a  subor- 
dinate question,  but  as  a  question  which  deeply  and 
vitally  affects'  both  this  State  and  the  Union. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
Rhode  Island  is  placed,  we  respond,  most  cordially,  to 
the  recent  declaration,  formally  put  forth  by  the  law 
and  order  members  of  the  Legislature,  that  "  this  is  no 
time  to  weaken  the  bonds  of  the  glorious  union  of  the 
Law  and  Order  pai'ty  of  Rhode  Island,  but  that  this 
union  should  be  strengthened  by  wise,  fli-m,  and  tem- 
perate counsels,  and  by  that  patriotism,  which  shall 
sacrifice  all  personal  considerations  to  the  safety, 
honor,  and  happiness  of  the  State." 

Y,  Resolved,  That  we  entertain  undiminished  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity,  talents,  and  genuine  Rhode 
Island  spirit  of  the  gentlemen  nominated  by  the  law 
and  order  convention  to  compose  the  Rhode  Island 
Prox;  that  we  respond,  with  one  heart  and  one  mind, 
to  a  nomination,  which  commends  to  our  suffrages  men 
who  were  determined  to  maintain  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  of  this  State,  against  all  revolutionary  at- 
tempts to  overthrow  them ;  and  that  we  now  pledge 
our  united  and  strenuous  endeavors  to  obtain,  on  the 
first  "Wednesday  in  April  next,  for  these  tried  and 
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trusty  agents  of  tlie  people,  a  commanding  majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  people. 

8.  Resolved,  That,  as  the  fi-iends  of  Henry  Clay  in 
this  city,  we  will,  one  and  all,  be  diligent  and  earnest 
and  decided  in  supporting  that  true  champion  of  regu- 
lated libei-ty,  and  of  a  protective  tariff,  that  we  will 
seek,  by  calm  appeals  to  the  reason  and  good  sense  of 
the  people,  to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  in  relation  to 
all  the  important  questions  at  issue  between  the  two 
great  antagonist  parties  of  the  country :  that  it  shall 
be  our  main  object  to  obtain,  at  the  electoral  election 
in  I>I"ovember  next,  an  immense  majority  of  the  people 
of  Rhode  Island  in  favor  of  a  statesman,  who,  if  elected 
to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  these  United  States,  would 
illustrate  his  administration,  by  a  course  of  policy, 
wise,  comprehensive,  and  just ;  true  to  the  constitution 
and  the  laws,  most  beneficent,  in  its  operation,  in  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  most  auspicious  to  the 
cause  of  popular  freedom  throughout  the  world. 
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PRESERVE  THE  LAW  AND  ORDER  PARTY. 


What  is  the  best  mode  of  advancing  the  cause  of 
Henry  Clay,  and  of  maintaining  the  existing  political 
institutions  of  Rhode  Island  ?  This  is  a  most  impor- 
tant question  which  ought,  therefore,  to  be  very 
thoughtfully  considered,  and  to  be  decided  by  every 
man  among  us,  under  a  sense  of  solemn  responsibility 
to  the  State  and  the  Union.    ' 

It  would  seem  to  be  very  plain  that,  if  we  would 
maintain  the  Constitution  which  we  have  established, 
and  which  is  still  threatened  with  distraction,  we  must 
preserve  unbroken  the  union  and  organization  of  the 
Law  and  Order  pai-ty.  That  j)arty  has  been  tried, 
and  it  has  been  found  adequate  to  any  crisis,  through 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  called  to  pass.  That 
party  has  won  glorious  triumphs  in  the  cause  of  lib. 
erty  and  law.  Should  new  troubles  come  upon  us 
and  for  new  troubles  we  ought  to  be  prepared,  on 
what  party  can  we  so  safely  rely  as  upon  the  Law 
and  Order  party — composed  of  the  best  men,  united 
for  the  noblest  purposes— moved  by  the  most  disin- 
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terested  and  patriotic  spirit.  What  is  to  be  gained  by- 
destroying  this  party,  or  by  weakening  the  bonds  of 
■union  which  now  unite  its  members  ?  It  may  be  un- 
manageably large  for  the  politicians.  Surely  it  is  not 
too  large  for  the  good  of  the  people.  Can  we  substi- 
tute for  the  existing  organization  of  the  Law  and  Order 
party,  any  political  organization  on  which,  in  a  crisis  of 
danger,  we  could  more  securely  rely  ?  Should  those 
who  are  anxious  that  our  Constitution  should  not  be 
overthrown,  prefer  an  alliance  with  Donite  Whigs 
who  have  rebelled  against  the  government,  to  an  alli- 
ance with  Law  and  Order  Democrats,  who  have  stood 
up  manfully  in  defence  of  the  government  ? 

Equally  plain  does  it  seem  that  the  best  mode  of 
advancing  the  cause  of  Henry  Clay,  especially  in 
Rhode  Island,  Is  to  preserve  the  Law  and  Order  party. 
The  members  of  that  party  can  vote  for  no  other  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency  than  for  the  great  champion 
of  their  own  principles.  One  and  all,  they  avow  their 
repugnance  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  he  is  and  will  be 
the  only  antagonist  of  Mr.  Clay. 

As  to  the  next  election  of  Senator,  there  will  be  and 
there  can  be  no  difficulty.  It  being  well  understood 
that  Governor  Francis  will  not  consent  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  re-election,  it  is  conceded  and  desired,  on  all 
hands,  tliat  whoever  may  succeed  him  in  the  post 
which  he  occupies,  with  so  much  credit  to  himself, 
and  with  so  much  advantage  to  the  State,  shall  be  a 
decided  friend  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  to  all  his  measures. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  need  of  breaking  up  the  Law 
and  Order  party,  in  order  to  secure  the  election  of  a 
Clay  Senator. 

Some  of  the  friends  of  Law  and  Order  are  reproached. 
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as  if  they  had  forced  the  Rhode  Island  Question  upon 
the  people  of  the  Union,  as  a  new  issue,  which,  because 
it  is  not  well  understood,  might  prove  injurious  to  Mr. 
Clay.  This  reproach  is  most  unjust.  This  issue  was 
made  by  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  desperate 
hope  of  injuring  his  popularity.  His  Rhode  Island 
friends  have  not  sought  to  introduce  it.  They  are, 
however,  not  afraid  of  it,  either  for  themselves,  or  for 
him.  They  are  ready  to  meet  it  manfully,  here  and 
everywhere.  Some  of  the  warmest  of  those  friends, 
regard  the  Rhode  Island  Question,  not  as  a  local  or  a 
subordinate  Question,  but  as  a  question  which  deeply 
affects  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  which  transcends 
in  importance  every  other  question  which  can  be  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  American  people. 
Politicians  in  other  States  may  seek  to  dodge  this  ques- 
tion, but  the  men  of  Rhode  Island  "do  not  want  to 
dodge  it.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island,  moreover,  do 
not  care  that  politicians,  whether  at  home  or  abroad 
shall  dictate  to  them,  on  what  principles  they  shall 
stand,  when  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen  is  at  state, 

I  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  can  be  elected. 
Common  prudence,  however,  demands  that  the  people 
of  Rhode  Island  should  act  as  if  such  a  calamity  were 
possible.  Suppose  he  should  be  elected.  In  what 
condition  should  we  be  to  resist  the  Dorrites,  if  the 
organization  of  the  law  and  order  party  were  broken 
up?  Would  the  Dorrite  Whigs  help  us  in  such  a 
crisis  ?  Or  could  we  look  for  aid  to  the  law  and  order 
democrats, — after  we  had  driven  them  from  our  ranks— 
under  circumstances  which  would  forever  preclude  them 
from  joining  those  ranks  again  ? 

A  Law  and  Oedeb  Man. 
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PROVIDENCE  DAILY  TRANSCRIPT,  MARCH  18,  1844. 


PRESERYE  THE  LAW  AND  ORDER  PARTY. 

NO.  II. 


It  will  be  time  enough  to  break  up  the  Law  and 
Order  party,  when  the  Ehode  Island  Question  is  set- 
tled. Can  any  reasonable  man  be  found  to  assert  that 
that  question,  vitally  important  as  it  is  to  all  of  us,  is 
SETTLED  ?  Look'  at  the  proceedings  of  Congress.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives  is  now  pending  a  me- 
morial, from  the  Dorrite  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Legislature,  which,  among  other  extraordinary  re- 
quests, asks  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
should  execute  to  this  State  the  guaranty,  in  the 
National  Constitution,  of  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment, in  favor  of  "  the  People's  Constitution ! " 
Look  at  the  debate  which  is  now  going  on  iu  that 
House,  upon  a  motion  growing  out  of  the  presentation 
of  this  memorial.  Mark  how  the  Van  Buren  orators 
"  go  the  whole  figure,"  for  Dorr,  for  Dorr's  Constitu- 
tion, and,  what  is  worse  still,  for  the  mode  in  which  it 
was  formed,  and  for  the  fraud  and  force  by  which  it 
was  sought  to  be  established.  Let  any  thinking  man 
ponder  these  plain  and  indubitable  facts,  and  then  say, 
whether  or  not  the  Rhode  Island  Question  is  settled  I 
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The  Ehode  Island  Question  is  now  before  Congress, 
and  before  the  whole  people  of  these  United  States. 
The  friends  of  law  and  order  have  appealed  to  no 
such  tribunal,  and,  if  they  are  true  to  themselves, 
neither  Congress,  nor  the  people  of  other  States  will 
dare  to  interfere  with  our  domestic  eonceriis,  upon 
principles,  too,  which  would  be  destructive  to  State 
Eights,  and  which  would  render  insecure  every  Con- 
stitution in  the  land.  Let  us  meet  this  meditated  and 
formidable  aggression  upon  our  State  Rights,  in  a 
spirit  which  shall  not  dishonor  ourselves  and  en- 
course  our  unprincipled  assailants.  Away  with  the 
tone  of  timid  deprecation  about  new  issues,  as  if  we 
feared  to  do  battle,  even  to  the  last,  in  defence  of  our 
own  principles  1  Away  with  the  fallacious  talk  about 
the  Rhode  Island  Question  being  a  local  and  subordi- 
nate question,  or  " a  particular  and  partial  subject!" 
This  is  indeed  dainty  language  to  be  applied  to  a  mat- 
ter which  comes  home  to  the  bosom  and  business  of 
every  man  in  Rhode  Island  !  The  friends  of  law  and 
order  in  this  State  believe  with  Henry  Clay,  that 
there  is  "no  mode  by  which  an  existing  government 
can  be  overthrown  or  set  aside,  and  a  new  one  erected 
in  its  place,  but  by  the  consent  and  authority  of  that 
government,  expressed  or  implied,  or  by  forcible  re- 
sistance, that  is  revolution."  This  is  good  law  and 
order  doctrine,  expressed  in  the  very  words  that  feU 
from  the  lips  of  the  great  orator  of  the  "West.  Does 
a  doctrine,  of  such  momentous  import  to  the  whole 
country,  deserve  to  be  excluded  from  the  public  con- 
sideration— as  a  "  local  issue  " — as  "  a  particular  and 
partial  subject?" 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  there  can  be,  in 
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this  State,  two  separate  and  independent  political  or- 
ganizations, composed,  to  a  consideraWe  extent,  of  the 
same  men.  When,  in  the  history  of  political  parties, 
was  such  an  anomaly  known  ?  If  we,  the  Law  and 
Order  Whigs,  combine  our  efforts  with  those  of  the 
law  and  order  democrats,  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing from  destruction  our  State  government,  both 
honor  and  policy  demand,  that  the  union  should  be 
formed  and  should  be  maintained  upon  principles  the 
most  generous  and  comprehensive.  Thus  far  the  most 
important  benefits  to  the  State  have  attended  our 
union. 

Let,  then,  no  "  selfish  policy,"  the  poor  wisdom  of 
selfish  politicians,  be  permitted  to  break  this  union,  to 
which,  in  the  hour  of  danger  we  firmly  clung,  and 
which,  whatever  assaults  may  be  made  upon  us  from 
within  or  without,  will  enable  us  triumphantly  to  re- 
pel them.  For  one,  I  am  not  tired -of  my  old  demo- 
cratic associates ;  at  any  rate,  I  wish  not  to  change 
them  for  new  recruits — for  mere  soldiers  of  foi-tune — 
who,  weary  of  fighting  under  the  bleared  banner  of 
Dorrism,  are  solicitous  to  desert  it — who,  though  not 
at  aU  sorry  for  their  sins,  are  quite  willing  to  escape 
the  consequences  which  have  rendered  hard  the  way 
of  the  transgressor.  Come  what  may,  let  us  not  suffer 
our  enemies  to  trample  our  precious  banner  under 
their  feet.  Above  all,  let  us  who  have  thus  far  fol- 
lowed it  to  victory,  beware  how  we  desert  it— and 
come  to  look  upon  it  as  we  would  look  upon  a  faded 
memorial  of  the  glorious  recollections  of  the  past ! 

In  respect  to  the  election  of  a  United  States  Sena^ 
tor,  which  is  to  be  made  by  the  next  Legislature,  no 
apprehension  need  be  felt.     It  is  morally  certain  that. 
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whoever  he  may  be,  he  will  be  a  decided  friend  to 
Mr.  Clay  and  to  all  his  measures — an  "  out  and  outer  " 
Clay  man — to  adopt  the  expressive  language  in  which 
some  orators  are  acwistomed  to  captivate  the  popular 
ear.  For  one,  I  want  no  doubtful  or  untrue  man,  to 
fill  the  place  which  will  be  vacated  by  the  expiration 
of  Mr.  Francis's  term  of  service.  'No  honest  and  in- 
telligent man  believes  that  any  other  than  a  "  true  and 
thorough  friend "  to  Mr.  Clay  is  thought  of  for  that 
post,  or  that  any  other  than  a  true  and  thorough  friend 
to  him,  could  be  elected.  Under  these  circumstances, 
as  a  Ehode  Island  man,  I  was  pained  and  mortified, 
that  one  of  our  late  orators  should  have  been  betrayed 
into  the  use  of  language,  which  implied  the  slightest 
doubt  as  to  the  unwavering  fidelity  of  -Ehode  Island 
to  Mr.  Clay,  and  to  the  great  principles  of  public 
policy  of  which  he  is  the  representative.  Rhode  Island, 
above  all  other  States,  ought  to  be  protected  from  in- 
sinuations which  convey  a  doubt  of  her  friendship  for 
Mr.  Clay.  Rhode  Island  scorns  to  desert  her  piinci- 
ples  or  the  men  who  uphold  them.  She  gave  to  him 
her  vote,  when  his  cause  was  known  to  be  hopeless. 
Is  it  then  to  be  expected  that  she  will  be  guilty  both 
of  ingratitude  and  folly,  by  withholding  from  him  a 
thorough  support,  when  the  country  is  about  to  re- 
ward him,  with  her  selectest  honor,  for  a  life  devoted 
to  her  service  i  ^  ^aw  ahd  Order  Mak. 
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PROVIDENCE  DAILY  TEANSCEIPT,   MARCH  21,  1844. 


PRESERVE  THE  LAW  Am   ORDER  PARTY. 

NO.  III.— AND  LAST. 


I  A5r  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  existing  organiza- 
tion of  the  Law  and  Order  Party  against  every  at- 
tempt to  destroy  it,  for  the  following,  among  other 
substantial  reasons : 

1.  If  the  Law  and  Order  Party  should  now  be  dis- 
solved it  will  be  dissolved  under  circumstances  which 
will  leave  no  hope  of  a  re-union.  It  would  be  dis- 
solved, too,  ia  the  face  of  a  powerful  and  united  party, 
which  stands  pledged  to  overthrow,  at  the  very  first 
opportunity,  the  Constitution,  which  we  have  estab- 
lished. That  party  would  not  be  slow  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  divisions,  to  push  an  object  which  they 
have  not  abandoned  and  which  they  never  will 
abandon.  In  the  event  of  another  struggle,  it  would 
be  quite  too  much  to  expect  the  Law  and  Order  demo- 
crats to  combine  their  efforts  with  our  own.  If  we 
deal  treacherously  with  them,  we  must  take  the  con- 
sequences. If  we  show  no  confidence  in  them,  they 
will  show  no  confidence  in  us. 

2.  The  dissolution  of  the  Law  and  Order  Party 
will  lessen,  by  at  least  several  hundreds,  the  majority 
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for  Mr.  Clay  in  November  next.  It  will  almost  com- 
pel Law  and  Order  Democrats,  to  remain  neutral,  be- 
cause a  sentiment  of  self  respect  will  not  permit  them 
to  offer  their  aid.  They  will  do  nothing  derogatory 
to  their  principles— nothing  to  the  injury  of  the  cause 
of  Law  and  Order,  but,  knowing  that  the  cause  of 
Mr.  Clay  in  Ehode  Island  is  safe  without  them,  they 
will  follow  a  very  natural  instinct  in  shunning  all  as- 
sociation with  men,  who  are  willing  to  open  their 
doors  to  the  Dorrites  while  they  shut  them  in  the 
faces  of  well  tried  friends.  It  may  not  he  amiss  for 
those  gentlemen,  who  put  themselves  before  the  coun- 
try as  the  "  out  and  out  friends  "  of  Mr.  Clay,  to  con- 
sider whether  or  not  they  will  gain  aught  for  his 
cause,  by  turning  their  backs  upon  any  of  his  princi- 
ples, and  upon  principles  which  were  once  their 
own. 

3.  The  dissolution  of  the  Law  and  Order  Party 
will  create  in  our  State  politics  a  confusion,  from 
which  none  lint  ambitious  and  interested  politicians 
can  hope  to  profit.  Its  immediate  effect  will  be  to 
withdraw  power  and  infltience  from  the  many,  and  to 
concentrate  them  in  the  hands  of  the  few.  Whether 
the  people  will  be  the  gainers  by  this  change,  I  leave 
the  people  to  decide  ! 

Another  mischievous  effect  of  the  rupture  of  the 
ties  of  our  political  brotherhood,  will  be  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  third  party  in  the  State.  Our  constitu- 
tion gives  to  third  parties  a  fearful  power,  in  as  much 
as  it  requires,  in  all  elections  of  members  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  that  a  majoiity  and  not  a  plurality 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  Of  third  parties  we 
have  had  some  experience,  arid  we  must  be  dull  pupils 
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indeed,  if  that  experience  has  taught  us  no  wisdom. 
Dissolve  the  Law  and  Order  Party,  and  you  prepare 
the  way  for  the  ultimate  and  no  distant  triumph  of 
Dorrisra.  The  State  will  be  rent  with  factions. 
With  one  of  these  factions  the  Dorrites  will  unite.  A 
sacrifice  of  some  one  of  the  conservative  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  will  be  the  basis  of  the  union.  The 
overthrow  of  the  whole  constitution  will  be  the  final 
result. 

4.  If  Mr.  Van  Buren  should  be  elected,  and  that 
calamity  must  be  considered  as  possible,  every  United 
States  officer  in  this  State  whose  appointment  can  be 
controlled  by  the  President,  will  be  a  genuine  Dorrite. 
To  the  influence  of  such  an  official  corps,  backed  as 
they  will  be  by  a  powerful  party  at  home,  and  by  the 
■whole  democracy  of  the  free  States,  what  can  we  op- 
pose, but  shattered  forces  and  disti-acted  counsels  ? 
Shall  a  few  politicians  be  permitted  to  sow  this  wind, 
from  which  the  people  can  hope  to  reap  nothing  but 
the  -whirlwind  ? 

i).  As  things  now  are,  it  is  next  to  certain,  that  the 
friends  of  Henry  Clay  will  have  the  power  to  elect, 
in  January  next,  a  Senator  friendly  to  him  and  to  his 
measures.  Keverse,  however,  this  state  of  things,  in 
othei"  words,  dissolve  the  Law  and  Order  Party,  and 
the  election  of  a  Clay  Senator  in  the  place  of  Gov- 
ernor Francis,  who  declines  a  re-election,  is  rendered 
extremely  precarious.  A  seething  political  cauldron, 
full  of  repulsive  ingredients,  is  not  subject  to  well  as- 
certained laws!  No  man  can  tell  how  much  will 
evaporate — -or  what  will  sink  to  the  bottom,  or  what 
rise  to  the  top.    Why  not  let  well  alone  I 

6.    Lastly — I  am  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  the 
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Law  and  Order  Party — because  faith  solemnly 
plighted  demands  it.  With  me,  this  is,  of  itself,  a 
conclusive  reason — transcending  all  other  reasons — 
and  disposing,  at  once,  of  every  objection,  however 
ingenious,  which  may  be  advanced  on  the  other  side. 
Never  should  the  interests  of  a  clique— or  the  advance- 
ment of  an  individual,  however  meritorious  he  may 
be,  be  preferred  to  the  great  interests  of  the  people  1 
Kever  should  we  do  aught  or  leave  aught  undone 
which  may  expose  us  even  to  the  suspicion  of  treach- 
ery. Let  us  adhere  firmly  to  our  principles — and  let 
us  in  good  faith  redeem  all  our  pledges,  whether  ex- 
pressed or  implied.  "We  shall  then  stand  before  the 
world  with  unforfeited  honor ;  we  shall  deserve  suc- 
cess ;  and,  under  such  auspices,  ive  can  hardly  fail  to 

command  it.  .    ^  ^  ,r 

A  Law  and  Oedek  Man. 


PROVIDENCE  DAILY  TRANSCRIPT,   MAECH  27,  1844. 


OUR   STATE  RIGHTS  INVADED! 


The  apathy  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  in  rela- 
tion to  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  Rhode  Island 
Question,  is  somewhat  remarkable.  The  press  is  silent, 
or  it  utters  only  the  treacherous  cry- — there  is  no  dan- 
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ger.  No  public  meetings  are  held  to  protest  against 
the  flagrant  usurpation  of  which  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  already  been  guilty,  in  a  matter  involv- 
ing the  very  existence  of  our  State  Government.  The 
public  mind  wears  the  aspect  of  tame  and  spiritless 
acquiescence  in  a  course  of  action  which  ought  to 
arouse  the  indignation  of  every  Law  and  Order  man 
in  Khode  Island. 

What  is  the  present  position  of  the  llhode  Island 
Question  ?  Twenty  seven  men,  styling  themselves 
democratic  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Ehode  Island,  who  are  willing  that  the  reproach  of 
the  baldest  perjury  should,  for  all  time,  dishonor  their 
names,  petition  the  national  House  of  Representatives, 
in  effect,  to  destroy  our  Constitution,  and  to  establish 
the  People's  Constitution  upon  its  niins !  How  is  the 
Memorial  of  these  peijured  and  traitorous  men  received  ? 
Is  it  dismissed  with  scorn  for  their  unparalleled  turpi- 
tude and  with  indignation  that  Congress  should  be 
asked  to  perpetrate  so  infamous  an  outrage  upon  the 
rights  of  an  independent  sovereign  State?  No  such 
thing ! 

This  Memorial  is  most  graciously  entertained.  It  is 
referred  to  a  select  Committee,  headed  by  one  of  the 
dirty  politicians  of  New  Hampshire,  who  disgraces 
the  name  of  Edmund  Burttf!  A  motion  is  subse- 
quently made  to  discharge  the  Committee  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  Memoiial,  and  this  motion 
is  supported  on  the  ground  that  to  entertain  the  Memo- 
rial is  a  gross  violation  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  this 
State.  Does  Congress,  for  this  conclusive  reason,  dis- 
charge the  Committee,  and  thus  put  ah  end  to  the 
whole  matter?    No  such  thing.    They  reject  this  mo- 
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tion,  urged  by  a  constitutional  lawyer  upon  constitu- 
tional grounds — -and  they  proceed  to  consummate  their 
meditated  outrage  upon  tlie  rights  of  Rhode  Island,  Ly 
giving  this  select  Committee,  unlimited  power  to  send 
for  papers  and  persons  ! 

What  this  Committee  will  do  in  the  premises,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  predict.  They  will  present 
to  the  House,  and  cause  to  be  circulated,  a  Repoi-t 
surcharged  with  the  grossest  misi'epreaentations  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Question — and  fitted  and  intended  to 
mislead  the  popular  judgment,  and  to  influence  the 
popular  passions  throughout  the  land.  In  a  country 
where  opinion  is  sovereign,  what  mischief  such  a  Re- 
port may  work,  no  man  can  calculate. 

What  this  Committee  may  say,  is  comparatively 
very  immaterial.  They  cannot,  in  any  event,  easily 
fright  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  from  their  propri- 
ety. What  I  object  to,  and  what,  in  my  judgment, 
ought  to  stir  to  its  very  depths  the  sphit  of  Rhode 
Island — is  the  fact — the  incontrovertible,  the  alarming 
fact — that  the  popular  branch  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, in  flagrant  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  has  by  assuming  jurisdiction  in  this 
matter,  established  a  precedent  most  dangerous  to  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  States,  and  against  which  every 
State  government  ought  most  solemnly  to  protest.  It 
matters  not  how  mean,  or  how  profligate,  or  how 
shameless,  are  our  Rhode  Island  Memorialists.  It 
matters  not,  to  what  practical  extent  Congress  may 
dare  to  push  its  usurpation.  It  matters  not,  in  this 
stage  of  the  proceeding,  whether  the  whole  affair  may 
end  in  words  or  in  deeds,  in  smote  or  in  fire.    It  is 
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enougli  for  us  to  know,  that  Congress  has  already 
trespassed  upon  our  rights — that  Congress  has  begun, 
in  our  case,  the  march  of  usurpation — that  Congress 
has  already  assumed  the  power  to  inquire  into  the 
validity  of  the  coustitution  which  we  have  rightfully 
established,  and  which  we  are  pledged  to  maintain ! 
I  take  issue,  not  upon  the  extent  of  the  encroachment, 
but  upon  the  fact  that  Congress  has  enci'oached  at  all ! 
I  take  issue  upon  the  great  principle,  that  the  general 
government  has  no  business,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
interfere  with  our  .domestic  government.  I  wish  to 
make  this  distinct  and  palpable  issue,  and  to  try  it 
before  the  whole  country.  In  any  struggle  which  we 
may  be  called  to  maintain,  in  defence  of  our  State 
constitution,  it  is  upon  ourselves,  upon  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island,  that  we  must  chiefly  rely. 

As  to  politicians,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  north- 
em  or  southern,  God  forbid  that  we  should  commit  to 
theii"  custody,  either  our  rights  or  our  honor !  We 
know  at  what  they  look.  We  know  that  the  clearest 
convictions  of  duty  and  that  all  sensibility  to  reproach, 
lose  their  power  over  politicians,  when  they  come  to 
think  that  in  consequence  of  a  particular  course,  votes 
are  to  be  either  lost  or  won,  that  the  cause  of  a  favorite 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  is  to  be  either  injured  or 
advanced.  How  did  "  the  chivalry  "  the  rampant  as- 
serters  of  State  Eights  demean  themselves,  when  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  about  to  invade  the 
rights  of  Rhode  Island  ?  Some  of  them  stood  man- 
fully upon  their  principles,  and  some,  to  their  shame, 
be  it  recorded  skulked !  What  confidence  can  be 
placed  in  the  fidelity  of  such  politicians  'i    If,  for  the 
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ignoble  purpose  of  "coming  political  capital,"  as  the 
phrase  is,  they  will,  in  one  stage  of  the  proceeding, 
abandon  their  cherished  principles,  what  assurance 
can  we  have  that  they  will  come  to  the  rescue,  if,  in 
the  end,  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  sacrifice  Ehode 
Island,  in  order  to  obtain  votes  for  Mr.  Clay,  or  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  or  Mr.  Callioun  ! 

It  is  high  time  that  the  Ehode  Island  Question  was 
settled — not  merely  in  the  judgment  of  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island — but  in  the  judgment  of  the  American 
people.  It  is  high  time,  that  unprincipled  politicians, 
at  home  and  abroad  had  dismissed  it  as  an  unavailable 
topic  of  agitation.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island  will 
resist,  even  unto  blood,  any  and  every  attempt,  come 
when  and  whence  it  may,  to  fasten  upon  them  the 
People's  Constitution  !  On  this  point  I  have  no  mis- 
givings. But,  in  eotamon  with  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island,  I  am  wearj'  of  agitation.  I 
long  to  repose  under  the  protection  of  a  Government, 
which,  is  acknowledged  by  every  man  among  us  to  be 
the  only  rightful  government.  Hence  my  earnest  de- 
sire, that  we  should,  in  the  present  crisis,  show  a  bold 
front,  and,  without  timidly  pausing  to  calculate  what 
political  capital  may  be  coined  out  of  us  or  for  us,  that 
we  should,  in  the  most  solemn  and  authoritative  man- 
ner, protest  against  the  jurisdiction  which  the  National 
House  of  Representatives  has  assumed,  as  a  most  dan- 
gerous and  flagrant  usurpation  of  the  reserved  rights 
of  Rhode  Island — a  usurpation,  pregnant  with  the 
worst  evils  of  consolidation-^a  usurpation,  which  this 
State  and  evejy  State,  is  bound  to  resist  and  to  repel — ■ 
by   every   means  within  their  power,  a  usurpation. 
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ivhicli  it  Specially  concerns  Rhode  Island  to  protest 
against,  at  the  outset — -a  usurpation,  which,  if  not  re- 
buked and  disavowed,  will  constitute  a  precedent 
fatal  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  to  the  liberties  of 

P   ■  A  Law  and  Okdee  Man. 


PEOTIDENCE  JOURNAL,  JULY  6,   1S44. 


R  E  S  0  L  U  T  I  0 1(  S 

ED    AT    A    MASS    MEETING. 


Whereas,  the  friends  of  Henry  Clay  and  of  Theo- 
dore Frelingliuysen,  from  every  part  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  have  assembled  in  Mass  Meeting,  on 
this  anniversary  of  the  birth  day  of  American  Inde- 
pendence, for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  renewed  expres- 
sion of  their  attachment  to  the  great  principles  which 
those  eminent  statesmen  have  steadfastly  maintained, 
and  to  that  course  of  public  policy  which,  in  the  event 
of  their  election,  they  stand  pledged  to  pursue — 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  rich  blessings  of  free- 
dom and  independence  which  the  men  of  '76  pur- 
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chased  witli  their  blood,  can  be  preserved  only  by- 
keeping  alive,  in  the  hearts  of  the  present  generation, 
the  spirit  of  '76. 

Resolved,  That  the  highest  interests  of  the  Ameri- 
can people — the  preservation  of  life,  liberty,  and 
property — -the  blessings,  if  not  the  continuance  of  the 
Union  between  these  States,  demand,  on  the  part  of 
both  government  and  people,  a  profound  reverence  for 
the  obligations  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
land ;  that  the  law  is  the  great  safeguard  of  popular 
freedom ;  and  that  "  the  Constitution  which  at  any 
time  esists,  is  sacredly  obligator;'-  upon  all,  till  changed 
by  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people." 

Resolved,  That  the  multiplied  and  flagrant  abuses 
and  usurpations  of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  acting 
President  of  these  United  States,  should  admonish  the 
people,  that,  if  they  would  maintain  their  constitu- 
tional rights,  and  secure  from  ruinous  vicissitudes  the 
business  of  the  country,  they  must  confide  the  supreme 
Executive  Power  to  a  man  who  will  illustrate  his  high 
station  by  the  exercise  of  that  wisdom,  moderation 
and  patriotism  which  marked  the  earlier  and  better 
days  of  the  Republic, 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  which  the  Whig 
party  of  '76  perilled  life,  liberty  and  property  to  es- 
tablish, can  be  maintained,  in  their  original  vigor  and 
purity,  only  by  giving  effect,  through  the  medium  of 
the  ballot  box,  to  the  sound,  conservative,  constitu- 
tional principles  of  the  Whig  party  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty  four. 

Resolved,  That,  at  a  crisis  in  onr  national  affairs 
like  the  present,  we  will  shrink  from  no  duty  to  which 
our  country  may  summon  us  ;  that  here,  amid  the  joy- 
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ous  and  patriotic  associations  of  this  our  national  festi- 
val, we  pledge  ourselves,  one  and  all,  to  buckle  on  our 
armor,  and,  come  what  may,  to  do  battle  fearlessly, 
for  the  right. 

Eesolved,  That  we  are  proud  to  rally,  in  defence  of 
our  principles,  under  the  banner  of  Henrj'  Clay  and 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  the  Whig  candidates  for  the 
Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency  of  these  United 
States,  assured  that,  if  elected,  they  will  be  found  true 
and  faithful  to  the  Constitution  ;  that  they  will  main- 
tain, at  all  hazards,  and  against  all  antagonists,  the 
Union  of  the  States  ;  that  they  will  pursue,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  an  upright,  wise,  and 
conciliatory  policy — a  policy  which  will  develop  the 
resources  of  the  countiy — allay  sectional  jealousies, 
and  cause  this  nation  to  stand  before  other  nations 
with  an  unsullied  reputation  for  public  faith  and 
honor. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Clay  needs  no  eulogy  at  our 
hands;  that  a  name,  rendered  illustrious  by  a  long 
course  of  eminent  service  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  government,  by  a  fearless  devotion  to  great 
principles,  and  by  a  generous  ardor  for  the  triumph  of 
freedom  throughout  all  lands,  is  destined  in  spite  of 
partisan  calumnies,  to  stand  among  the  brightest  in 
that  record  of  honored  names  to  which  the  men  of 
other  times  will  look  for  the  highest  qualities  of  the 
statesman  and  the  patriot. 

Eesolved,  That  we  hail,  with  cordial  enthusiasm,  the 
nomination  of  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  for  the  office  of 
Vice  President  as  a  cheering  indication  that  the  people 
of  this  country  are  becoming  weary  and  distrustful  of 
noisy  and  obtrusive  politicians ;  that  perceiving  how 
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beautiful,  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  is  the 
alliance  between  talent,  and  patriotism,  and  piety,  they 
are  about  to  summon  him  from  the  shades  of  acadeniic 
seclusion,  again  to  put  forth,  amid  the  conflicts  of  opin- 
ion in  the  Senate,  the  calm  might  of  his  pure  chaj'acter, 
and  to  enlighten  the  counsels  of  our  statesmen  with  the 
dictates  of  his  ripened  wisdom. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  coming  contest,  Rhode  Island 
will  do  her  duty  to  herself,  to  her  favonte  candidates, 
and  to  the  country — that,  unwearied  with  the  strife 
which  she  has  been  forced  to  maintain  within  her  boi-- 
ders  for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  against 
revolutionary  attempts  to  overthrow  them,  she  will 
engage,  with  renovated  ardor,  in  the  great  cause 
which  now  demands  her  aid;  that  she  will  go,  heart 
and  hand,  for  Clay  and  Fi'elinghuyseu,  the  exponents 
of  her  cherished  principles  of  national  policy,  and  the 
intrepid  advocates  of  those  momentous  political  doc- 
trines which  she  upholds,  as  essential  to  the  peace  of 
society,  to  the  stability  of  all  laws  and  constitutions, 
and  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 
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PROVIDENCE   JOURNAL,   SEPTEMBER  17,  1844. 


RHODE   ISLAND   AFFAIRS. 

NO.  I. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  : — We  liave  reached  an  extraordi- 
naiy  crisis  in  the  histoiy  of  our  repuWican  institu- 
tions. 'For  the  first  time  since  the  foundation  of  the 
government,  a  great  political  party  is  endeavoring  to 
array  tumultuary  masses  of  the  people  in  fierce  hos- 
tility to  the  regular  constitutional  action  of  the  public 
will  in  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union.  This  end, 
too,  so  big  with  peril  to  all  the  defences  of  temperate 
freedom,  is  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  inflammatory 
appeals  to  the  passions,  by  the  grossest  misrepresenta- 
tions of  facts,  by  the  most  perverse  application  of 
universally  acknowledged  tniths.  Yon,  my  fellow 
citizens,  cannot  misunderstand  me.  I  refer  to  the  un- 
warrantable and  dangerous  violation  of  the  reserved 
rights  of  Rhode  Island,  by  portions  of  the  people  of 
some  of  our  sister  States^by  aliens  to  her  soil — and 
strangers  to  the  free  spirit  which  has  ever  pervaded 
her  institutions.  Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  at  the 
facts  of  the  case. 
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Thomas  W.  Dorr,  who  had  twice  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  an  armed  mob,  for  the  purpose  of  overthrow- 
ing the  legal  government  of  his  native  State,  is  at  last 
tried,  for  one  of  the  highest  crimes  known  to  the  laws, 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island.  In  the 
progress  of  his  trial,  be  it  remembered,  he  makes  the 
most  ample  confessions  of  his  participation  in  the  revo- 
lutionary movement  of  which  he  was  the  soul.  Upon 
evidence  the  most  conclusive  he  is  found  guilty  by  the 
jury,  and  is  sentenced  by  the  Court  to  undergo  the 
penalty  annexed  by  the  laws  to  the  crime  with  which 
he  stood  charged.  This  penalty,  less  severe  than  his 
crimes  deserved,  and  less  severe  than  the  penalty  an- 
nexed by  the  laws  of  other  States  to  the  same  of- 
fence,* was  provided  by  the  Legislature,  years  before 
Mr.  Doit  had  steeped  himself  to  the  lips  in  treason 
against  his  native  State,  The  Legislature,  therefore, 
which  enacted  the  law  against  treason,  is  obnoxious, 
in  this  case,  to  no  suspicion  of  vlndictiveness.  Mr. 
Dorr's  confessions,  and  the  testimony  even  of  his  own 
witnesses,  left  the  jury  no  alternative.  Without  a 
flagrant  violation  of  their  oaths,  they  could  not  have 
returned  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  In  performing  the 
duty  intrusted  to  them  by  the  law,  the  Court,  as  is 
well  known,  could  exercise  no  discretion.  They  could 
neither  aggravate,  nor  reduce,  nor  s^l8pend  the  pen- 
alty. That  sentence  is  now  in  a  process  of  execu- 
tion. 

In  all  this,  what  is  there  so  very  unusual  ?  Why 
all  this  wild  uproar  of  the  political  elements,  at  home 
and  abroad,  because  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
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exercise  of  her  reserved  rights,  punishes,  according  to 
law,  a  man  -^rbo  has  transgressed  the  law  i  Has  she 
done  aught  beside?  Has  she  violated  any  of  those 
transcendent  obligations  which  she  assumed,  when  she 
adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ?  Has 
she  ever  proved  false  to  the  Union,  or  to  the  principles 
upon  which  the  Union  was  established  ?  Has  she  ever 
been  wanting  in  fidelity  to  her  sister  States  ?  Has  she 
ever  been  guilty  of  the  grave  impertinence  of  med- 
dling with  their  internal  affairs  ?  When  they  have 
executed  their  laws  upon  transgressors,  has  she  ever 
sought  by  clamor,  and  reproach,  and  misrepresenta- 
tion, to  kindle  against  them  the  passions  of  the  masses  ? 
This  will  not  be  pretended,  even  by  those  who  dis- 
guise the  revolutionary  aggression  which  they  are  at- 
tempting upon  the  lights  of  Rhode  Island,  under  soft 
and  plausible  pretexts,  "Legal  and  constitutional 
means  for  the  liberation  of  Governor  Dorr ! "  is  all 
that  these  men  intend,  when  they  take  an  appeal  from 
the  grave  and  deliberate  judgments  of  Courts  and 
juries  to  a  diseased  public  opinion  ;  in  other  words,  to 
the  pei'verted  sympathies  and  to  the  exasperated  pas- 
sions of  the  mob ! 

The  "Democratic  Mass  Meeting,"  held  in  this  city 
on  the  4th  instant,  furnishes  a  curious  commentary 
upon  the  grave  declaration  that  none  but  "  legal  and 
constitutional  means"  are  sought  to  be  adopted  for 
the  "liberation  of  Governor  Dorr."  The  false  and 
perverse  men  who,  under  a  delusive  pretext,  got  up 
this  meeting,  knew  of  what  materials  it  would  be  com- 
posed, by  what  spirit  it  would  be  animated— in  what 
manner  it  would  be  conducted.  Open  violence,  it  is 
true,  was  not  attempted.     The  government,  faithful  to 
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■its  trust,  had  adopted  the  most  efficient  means  to  pre- 
serve the  public  peace — and  the  masses  who  came 
hither  from  abroad  on  the  4th,  at  the  bidding  of  men 
who  signalized  all  but  their  courage  in  the  late  rebel- 
lion, went  home  again,  doubtless  hating  Rhode  Island 
the  more,  for  the  harangues  to  which  they  had  listened, 
but  impressed,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  conviction, 
that  she  is  both  prepared  and  resolved  to  maintain,  at 
all  hazards,  her  rights  and  her  honor.  This  famous 
mass  meeting,  in  its  inception,  and  progress,  and  re- 
sults— in  its  means  and  in  its  ends — was  a  flagrant 
insult  to  the  people  and  government  of  the  State  of 
Ehode  Island.  It  assembled,  ostensibly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adopting  "legal  and  constitutional  means  for 
the  liberation  of  Governor  Doit,"  and  yet  the  whole 
drift  of  the  speeches  and  resolutions  upon  that  occa- 
sion, implied  aught  but  reverence  either  for  constitu- 
tions or  for  laws.  If  the  grievous  oppressions  which 
these  speeches  and  resolutions  falsely  charge  to  the 
account  of  the  Rhode  Island  "Algerines,"  have,  in 
fact,  been  committed,  no  man,  worthy  to  bear  the 
name  of  a  man,  ought  to  look  either  to  the  laws  or  to 
the  ballot  box  fur  redress.  Under  such  a  condition  of 
things,  the  right  of  insurrection  would  indeed  be  a 
sacred  right.  Revolution,  immediate,  avowed,  open 
revolution  would  then  become  the  rightful  remedy! 
The  men,  at  home  and  abroad,  who  in  order  to  coin 
political  capital  for  Polk  and  Dallas,  ai'e  now  busily 
engaged  in  slandering  the  institutions  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  in  misrepresenting  the  conduct  of  her  government 
and  people,  ought  to  take  shame  to  themselves  for  a 
course,  which  while  it  dishonors  them,  exposes  to  peril 
all  the  established  defences  of  individual  and  public 
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liberty,  tbronghout  the  leugth  and  breadth  of  this 
land.  Read,  my  fellow  citizens,  and  without  indigna- 
tion, if  you  can,  the  following  language  which  "  the 
multitude"  assembled  in  this  city  on  the  4th  instant, 
put  forth  as  their  voice : 

"We,  the  vast  multitude  now  assembled  on  this 
solemn  occasion,  do  here,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  most  seriously  and  solemnly  remonstrate  and 
protest,  as  well  against  the  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional trial  of  said  Thomas  Wilson  Doit  as  against 
his  most  unjust  and  cruel  imprisonment,  and  we  call 
upon  the  authorities  of  this  State  to  retrace  their  steps 
and  restore  him  to  that  liberty  of  which  he  hm  been 
so  unjustly  deprived ;  and  this  solemn  Remonstrance 
and  Protest  we  now  make,  as  well  in  our  own  name 
as  in  the  name  of  the  People  of  the  United  States, 
thousands  of  whom  fiom  sister  States  are  now  with 
us.  We  call  upon  them  to  carry  home  to  their  respec- 
tive States  a  history  of  our  wrongs,  and  spread  it  among 
the  people,  that  the  united  voice  and  action  of  this 
great  nation  may  be  heard  in  tones  of  thunder,  against 
the  overthrow  of  popular  sovereignty  and  civil  liberty 
in  Rhode  Island." 

This  is  most  extraordinary  language  to  be  held  by 
those  who  contemplate  only  "  legal  and  constitutional 
means  for  the  liberation,  of  Governor  Dorr  1 "  A 
mass  meeting,  "  a  vast  multitude,"  assemble  in  this 
city,  and  undertake  to  set  themselves  above  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  of  this  State.  They  undertake 
to  review  the  judgments  of  our  highest  Court,  and  to 
pronounce  the  trial  of  Dorr  "illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional"— ^and  his  imprisonment  "most  unjust  and 
cruel" — and  yet  more,  this  same  "vast  multitude," 
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moved,  as  all  vast  multitudes  are,  more  by  passion 
than  by  reason,  modestly  "  call  upon  the  authorities 
of  this  State  to  retrace  their  steps,  and  restore  him  to 
that  liberty  of  which  he  has  been  unjustly  deprived." 
All  this,  too,  is  done  "  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,"  and  the  interposition  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States  is  invoked  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Dorr,  in  language,  too,  which  is  sufficiently  signiH- 
cant  as  to  the  nature  of  that  intei'position ! 

It  is  conceded,  my  fellow  citizens,  even  by  the  Dor- 
rites,  (with  what  sincerity  the  concession  is  made  I 
leave  you  to  judge)  that  our  existing  constitution  is 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Under  that  Constitu- 
tion the  people  have  elected  a  Governor,  and  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators  in  the  General  Assembly. 
This  General  Assembly,  in  pursuance  of  powers  con- 
fided to  them  by  the  Constitution,  have  organized 
judicial  tribunals  for  the  administration  of  civil  and 
criminal  justice.  In  other  words,  the  people  of  Ehode 
Island  are  living  under  the  government  of  their  own 
laws  and  magistrates,  quietly  and  honestly  pursuing 
their  customary  avocations,  and  faithfully  discharging 
all  their  obligations  to  their  sister  states,  and  to  the 
government  of  the  Union.  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  smacks  somewhat  of  intimidation,  if  not  of  revolu- 
tionary violence,  for  the  people  of  other  States  to 
gather  vrithin  our  borders  to  denounce  our  institutions, 
and  to  invoke  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States 
to  pour  out  upon  our  heads  the  "  thunder  "  of  their  in- 
dignation !  These  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the 
regularly  constituted  organs  of  the  public  will,  I  deem 
to  be  of  most  dangerous  import  to  the  social  order  of 
every  State  in  this  Union.     If  such  appeals  are  to  be 
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tolerated,  of  what  avail  are  all  the  checks  and  bal- 
ances provided  by  our  State  and  National  Constitu- 
tions ?  What  obedience  will  the  solemn  judgments  of 
the  law  command  ?  With  what  hope  of  success  can 
the  small  States  contend  for  the  preservation  of  their 
rights  ?  It  may  suit  the  ambitious  purposes  of  the  em- 
pire State  to  put  in  motion  her  "vast  multitude,"  and 
to  send  them  abroad  commissioned  to  redress  griev- 
ances in  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Connecticut  or  Rhode 
Island— to  take,  in  fine,  "  united  action  "  against  any 
sister  State,  who,  in  the  administration  of  her  internal 
affairs,  may  chance  to  provoke  popular  odium. 

The  Dorrites  avow  that  their  intention  is  to  create 
in  favor  of  the  liberation  of  Dorr,  a  public  opinion  in 
this  country  which  shall  be  found  irresistible.  AVhat 
do  they  mean  by  public  opinion  ?  Do  they  mean  the 
sedate  judgments  of  the  public  mind,  formed  after  a 
full  and  impartial  examination  of  all  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  of  the  principles  which  those  facts  involve, 
or  do  they  mean  the  conclusions,  unavoidably  rash 
and  ill  supported,  which  mass  meetings  may  adopt 
and  put  forth?  Do  they  hope  to  exact  homage  to 
that  sort  of  public  opinion,  which  is  manufactured  by 
the  Globe  and  Madisonian  at  Washington,  and  which 
subordinate  partisan  presses  are  commissioned  to  cir- 
culate ?  Do  they  expect  to  frighten  Rhode  Island  men 
from  their  propriety,  by  parading  in  the  journals  de- 
voted to  their  service,  resolutions  big  with  denuncia- 
tions against  Algerine  cruelty  and  oppression?  Do 
they  suppose  that  the  men  of  Rhode  Island  will  yield 
to  a  public  opinion  which  is  formed  anud  the  fumes  of 
Tammany  Hall,  which  has  for  its  oracles  the  Empire 
and    the  Spartan  Clubs — and  which,  on  the  4th  of 
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,  discharged  upon  this  peaceful  city  the  fec- 
ulence and  ruifianism  of  New  York  ? 

Fellow  Citizens: — -"We  have  been  both  insulted  and 
wronged  by  these  proceedings.  If,  however,  we  con- 
tinue true  to  om'selves,  we  have  nothing  to  fear, 
Never  was  Rhode  Island  more  tranquil,  or  more  pros- 
perous— never  were  her  people  better  prepared  or 
more  determined  to  defend  their  rights,  and  to  stand 
firmly  upon  their  principles.  All  we  ast  is  to  be  let 
alone  by  those  who  have  no  business  to  meddle  in  our 
affairs. 

Never,  never,  my  fellow  citizens,  suffer  an  alien  host, 
however  mighty,  to  intimidate  you,  or  to  dictate  to  you 
in  what  manner  you  shall  regulate  your  "  internal  po- 
lice and  the  conduct  of  your  own  affairs."  Be  moder- 
ate, but  be  firm.  Heed  not  the  loose  libels  which  are 
put  forth  to  defame  you ;  they  will  soon  pass  away 
with  the  men  who  forge  them.  Keep,  nevertheless, 
your  armor  on,  and  resolve  never  to  make  an  equivo- 
cal concession,  or  a  dishonorable  compromise— never 
to  surrender  the  cause  of  "  Law  and  Order,"  while  the 
blood  of  heroic  sires  runs  warm  in  your  veins, 

A  Khode  Island  Man. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,   SEPTEMBBE  19,  1844. 


RHODE  ISLAND   AFFAIRS. 
NO.  n. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  : — ■ 

Fellow  Citizens  :— The  Khode  Island  question  is 
sought  to  be  made,  by  the  partisans  of  Polk  and  Dal- 
las, one  of  the  gi'eat  issues  in  the  momentous  political 
contest  which  now  agitates  the  whole  country.  So  be 
it !  As  a  Rhode  Island  man,  I  would  court  rather 
than  shun  this  new  issue.  As  a  friend  to  the  election 
of  Clay  and  Frelinghuysen,  I  would  court  rather  than 
shun  it.  As  an  advocate  of  liberty  regulated  by  law, 
I  would  coui't  rather  than  shun  it.  The  more  the 
Rhode  Island  question  is  examined,  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  better  will  it  be  for  the  cause  of  "  law  and 
order "  at  home  and  abroad.  I  fear  nothing  in  this 
matter  but  the  delusions  of  ignorance,  the  sophistry  of 
the  passions,  and  the  infatuation  of  party  spirit.  Let 
the  Rhode  Island  question  be  thoroughly  understood 
by  the  people  of  this  country ;— let  it  be  argued  by 
our  gifted  men  in  all  their  addresses  to  the  people, 
during  the  progress  of   the  present  political  canvass, 
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and  wLo  can  doubt  what  will  be  the  intelligent, 
solemn  and  irrevocable  decision  of  the  people  ?  Mr. 
Clay,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  has  taken  his  stand 
boldly  upon  the  pnnciples  of  "law  and  order."  His 
opponents  have  adopted  for  their  rallying  cry,  "  Polk, 
Dallas  and  Dorr." 

So  be  it,  my  fellow  citizens  !  If  we  cannot  sustain 
Mr.  Clay  upon  the  high  ground  where,  as  the  noble 
champion  of  constitutional  freedom,  he  has  chosen  to 
stand,  we  can  hope  to  sustain  him  on  no  other.  I  go 
farther ;  if  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  Union, 
either  from  ignorance  of  the  true  merits  of  the  case, 
or  from  the  lust  of  political  power,  or  from  the  mad- 
ness of  party  spirit,  should  ever  come  to  lend  a  sanc- 
tion, whether  express  or  implied,  to  the  doctrines 
broached  and  maintained  by  Doi-r,  the  days  of  this 
republic  will  have  been  numbered.  Our  constitutions, 
with  all  their  checks  and  balances  to  protect  minorities 
against  majorities — the  weak  against  the  strong — the 
peaceful  against  the  violent,  will  not  then  be  worth 
the  parchment  upon  which  they  are  engrossed.  "The 
beginning  of  the  end"  will  have  come.  The  strife  of 
successive  factions  would  terminate  in  fearful  anarchy — 
and  fearful  anarchy,  if  all  history  be  not  a  lie,  would  be 
followed  by  the  repose  of  a  sullen,  unmitigated,  inex- 
orable despotism.  Constitutions  and  laws,  made  by 
the  people  and  for  the  people,  would  soon  become 
matters  of  history — and  one  man,  with  an  iron  will, 
would  settle  by  the  logic  of  the  bayonet  all  questions 
about  the  sovereignty  of  the  people ! 

For  one,  my  fellow  citizens,  I  wish  to  have  the 
Rhode  Island  question  fully  and  fairly  tried  before 
the  great  tribunals  of  the  people,  in  every  State  of  our 
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widely  extended  Union.  I  fear  not  the  issue  of  thor- 
ough, calm  and  intelligent  investigation.  At  any  rate, 
we  all  want  to  have  this  question  settled  by  the  clear, 
deliberate  and  authoritative  judgment  of  the  people. 
We  are  not  insensible,  as  Rhode  Island  men  we  cannot 
be  insensible,  to  any  of  the  great  issues  which  are  in- 
volved in  the  present  contest  for  the  Presidency.  Much 
as  we  desire  and  need  "Protection,"  and  much  as  we 
deprecate  and  should  deplore  "  Annexation,"  let  us, 
however,  never  forget,  that  these  and  all  other  ques- 
tions and  interests  are  of  subordinate  importance ;  that 
the  revolutionary  doctrines  of  Dorr,  should  they  ever 
become  part  and  parcel  of  American  constitutional  law, 
will  prove,  in  the  end,  inevitably  fatal  to  all  the  securi- 
ties of  life,  liberty,  and  property. 

Tlie  Dorrites,  at  home  and  abroad,  are  at  infinite 
pains  to  misrepresent  the  conduct  and  principles  of 
the  goverament  and  people  of  Rhode  Island.  Are  we 
not  culpably  remiss,  my  fellow  citizens,  in  our  efforts 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  these  misrepresentations  ? 
I3o  not  many  people  in  distant  States  yet  believe  that 
the  old  Charter,  aye,  the  veritable  royal  chai'ter  of  the 
naughty  Charles  the  II,  is  still  the  fundamental  law  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  that  Mr.  Don-  is  imprisoned  solely 
for  his  efforts  to  supplant  it  by  a  written  Constitution 
emanating  from  the  people  ?  Do  not  some  people  in 
distant  States  believe,  or  affect  to  believe,  that  suffrage 
has  never  been  extended  in  Rhode  Island* — that  none 

•Suffrage, by  the  Constitation,  is  extended  to  every  nati  a  iti  n  f  the 
XJnited  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  who  has  had  h  d  n        nd 

home  in  the  State  for  two  years,  ajid  in  the  town  or  city  \  \        h      fi       to 
voUt,  sis  months  next  preceding  the  lime  of  votiDg,  who      n  m      1    il  b 
re^storedin  the  town  where  he  resides,  on  or  before  the  last  day   f  D      mh 
in  the  year  next  preceding  the  time  of  his  voting,  and  who  has,  within  such 
year,  jiiiid  a  tax  or  taxes  assessed  against  him,  iu  any  town  or  city  in  the 
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but  landliolders  and  their  eldest  sons  are  permitted  to 
vote, — and  tliat  Mr.  Dorr  is  persecuted  even  unto  the 
trials  of  martyrdom  by  the  "  sand  and  gravel  aristoc- 
racy," merely  because  he  seeks  to  obtain  for  "  the 
masses  "  their  "  equal  rights  ? " 

One  of  the  resolutions  adopted  "by  the  late  mass 
meeting  in  this  city,  set  forth  as  a  fact  that  Thomas 
W.  Dorr  was  tried  and  condemned  by  "  virtue  of  the 
Algerine  Law,"  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Khode 
Island  in  1843.  This  language  is  deceptive.  Mr. 
Dorr  was  indicted,  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced,  for 
a  violation  of  the  old  law  of  treason,  enacted  in  1838, 
before  he  had  even  began  the  work  of  agitation. 
This  act  defined  the  offence  of  treason  to  be  levying 
war  against  the  State;  and,  in  accommodation  to  the 
merciful  spirit  of  the  age,  it  reduced  the  penalty  from 
death  to  impi'isonment  for  life.  The  trial  was  had  in 
the  county  of  Newport,  by  virtue  of  a  provision  of 
the  Algerine  law,  a  provision  in  accordance  with  well 
established  legal  pi'ecedents. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  the  government  of 
Rhode  Island  was  at  no  pains  to  arrest  Mr.  Dorr, 
After  inflicting  upon  the  people  of  this  State  the  most 
grievous  wrongs — after  violating  our  laws,  and  at- 
tempting to  subvert  our  institutions  by  force  of 
arms, — after  months  of  "exile"  fi'om  the  State  which 
he  had  well  nigh  drenched  in  blood,  he  came  at  last 
within  her  borders.     Under  such  circumstances,  how 


day,  (luring  sucU  year.  Natntalized  citizens  are  required  to  have  a  freehold, 
as  heretofore,  to  entitle  tliem  to  vole.  And  no  person  can  yote  to  impose  a 
tax  or  fo  expend  money,  in  any  town  or  city,  tinless  he  shall  have  paid  a  tax, 
vrithin  the  year  next  preceding,  upon  property  valued  at  least  at  one  hundred 
and  thirty  four  dollars.— [Vide  Constitution.  | 
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could  the  law  sleep?  He  was  immediately  arrested 
and  imprisoned.  He  was  tried  before  a  Court,  com- 
posed of  men  upon  whose  integrity,  independence, 
and  impartiality,  calumny  will,  in  vain,  essay  to  fasten 
a  reproach.  The  trial  was  conducted  by  the  judges 
with  gi'eat  dignity — with  a  truly  judicial  caution  in 
the  determination  of  all  questions  touching  the  rights 
of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar— and  with  a  forbearance 
which,  when  sentence  was  pronounced,  his  insolent 
address  to  the  Court  rather  ungratefully  repaid. 

It  is  very  easy,  at  mass  meetings,  to  denounce  the 
trial  of  Dorr  as  "illegal  and  unconstitutional."  Will 
any  lawyer  who  is  conversant  with  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  ivho  is  not  willing  to  sink  the  lawyer  in  the 
demagogue,  undertake  to  show  wherein  this  trial  was 
"illegal  and  unconstitutional?"  Were  any  new  doe- 
trines  Introduced  into  the  law  of  treason  ?  Were  any 
new  rules  of  evidence  adopted,  or  any  old  ones  disre- 
garded? Bid  the  Court  rule  any  of  the  questions 
which  were  raised,  differently  from  what  the  most 
eminent  jurists  had  ruled  the  same  or  analogous  ques- 
tions? Is  there  any  pretence  for  the  allegation  that 
the  jury  was  a  "  packed  jury  ?  "*  Can  any  man  who 
reveres  the  sanctity  of  an  oath,  contend  that  Mr.  Dorr 
could  have  been  acquitted,  after  he  had  boldy  con- 
fessed, in  open  Court,  the  facts  constituting  his  treason, 
which  were  charged  in  the  indictment  ? 

We  hear,  too,  much  flippant  declamation  and  much 
vituperous  reproach  about  "  the  unjust  and  cruel  im- 
prisonment "  of  Mr.  Dorr.     With  what  propriety  can 

•In  impanelling  the  .Jury  foe  the  trial  of  Dorr,  the  Court  adopted  the  same 
rules  wHoh  wore  aiiopfed  by  Cliief  Justice  Marshall  in  the  trial  of  Aaron 
Burr  for  treason.  One  of  the  Jurors,  too,  was  a  membec  of  the  Convention 
which  framed  the  so  called  People's  Consfitution, 
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that  imprisonment  be  denoaneed  as  "  unjust  and  cruel," 
which  a  standing  law  of  the  State  provides— a  law,  too, 
enacted  years  ago,  under  the  influence  of  no  political 
passions— and  which  falls,  with  undiscriminating  accu- 
racy, upon  the  heads  of  all  offenders? 

Mr.  Dorr,  let  it  never  be  forgotten,  repudiates,  as 
emanating  from  himself,  all  attempts  to  procure  his 
release.  He  is  resolved  to  accept  of  no  liberation  but 
the  "  unconditional  liberation "  which  mass  meetings 
now  exact  from  the  government  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
is  treated  by  all  who  have  any  concern  with  the  prison, 
with  no  unkindness.  No  harsh  discrimination  is  made 
against  him — no  weak  and  unjust  discrimination  is 
made  in  his  favor. 

The  people  of  Rhode  Island,  wounded  and  insulted 
as  they  have  been  by  Mr.  Don-,  entertain  towards  him 
no  vindictive  feelings.  They  lament  the  perverse  ap- 
plication of  his  talents  and  acquirements ;  they  feel  for 
his  family  the  most  sincere  and  respectful  sympathy ; 
they  would  rejoice  to  see  him,  under  the  influences  of 
a  better  order  of  moral  sentiments,  devoting  his  pow- 
ers, not  to  petty  schemes  of  personal  aggrandizement — 
not  to  factious  and  revolutionary  enterprises — but  to 
plans  for  the  lasting  benefit  and  ornament  of  society. 

No  man  among  us  expects  that  Mr.  Don-'s  imprison- 
ment will  be  for  life— no  man  among  us  wishes  it  to  be  ■ 
for  life.  The  prerogative  of  pardon  belongs,  under  our 
Constitution,  to  the  General  Assembly — and  to  their 
discretion  it  may  safely  be  left.  Never,  upon  the 
question  of  "  law  and  order,"  was  public  opinion  more 
sound  in  Rhode  Island.  Never  was  the  government 
more  strongly  intrenched  in  the  aftections  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  and  never  was  it  better  prepared 
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to  defend  against  all  aggressions  its  own  honor  and 
the  rights  of  the  people.    Thus  strongly  fortified,  the 

government  can  exercise  in  Mr.  Dorr's  case  the  power 
of  pardon,  without  sul^jecting  itself  even  to  the  suspi- 
cion of  being  intimidated  into  concessions.  By  the 
conviction  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Dorr,  the  law,  the 
violated  law,  has  been  vindicated  I  This  is  a  vital  con- 
sideration— this  the  crowning  triumph  of  all  our  strug- 
gles in  the  great  cause  of  constitutional  freedom  ! 

The  General  Assembly,  I  am  quite  sure,  will  never 
pemiit  mass  meetings,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  dictate  to 
them  when,  or  upon  what  conditions,  they  shall  release 
Mr.  Dorr.  On  the  contrary,  the  clamor  and  reproaches 
of  tumultuous  masses,  I  am  no  less  sure,  will  never 
provoke  them  into  a  passionate  and  rigid  determina- 
tion indefinitely  to  prolong  his  imprisonment.  They 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  decide  his  case  upon  general 
principles,  upon  grave  considerations  of  public  policy, 
and  with  a  jealous  regard  to  the  rights,  safety  and 

honor  of  the  State.  .    t>  t  m- 

A  Khobe  Island  Maw. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  AFFAIRS. 

BO.  IIL 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizeks  :— Rhode  Island,  thougli  a  small 
State,  is  a  full  State,  In  any  constitutional  sense,  she 
is  as  much  an  Empire  State  as  New  York.  All  the 
powers  whieh  she  Las  not  delegated  to  the  general 
government,  she  has  reserved  to  herself.  Of  her  re- 
served rights,  no  State  can  be  more  jealous — and  no 
aggressions  upon  them  will  she  ever  tolerate,  whether 
they  come  from  the  general  government  or  from  an 
alien  Lost  in  mass  meeting  assembled.  In  any  contest 
for  tLe  preservation  of  these  reserved  rights,  she  will 
not  be  left  to  do  battle  alone — and,  in  any  such  con- 
test she  will  never  pause  to  count  the  cost  either  of 
treasure  or  of  blood.  This  is  so  well  understood  by 
our  gentlemen  jacobins  at  home — that,  if  the  gen- 
tlemen jacobins  abroad,  the  Bancrofts,  the  Mortons, 
the  Hubbards,  and  the  Halletts,  would  but  let 
us  alone,  Rhode  Island  would  be  left  to  pursue 
her  peaceful  course,  ambitious  of  no  distinctions 
but  those  which  follow  in  the  train  of  liberty  regu- 
lated by   law.      This   State,   too,   in    all  past  time, 
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has  enjoyed  all  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  a  "  repub- 
lican form  of  government " — and  these  blessings  and 
benefits  she  still  enjoys.  Under  the  liberal  Constitu- 
tion which  she  has  adopted,  sufeage  is  next  to  univer- 
sal. In  relation,  therefore,  to  this  matter,  once  the 
pretext  for  revolutionary  movements  in  this  State, 
there  exists,  no  longer,  among  our  own  people,  any 
plausible  reasons  for  discontent,  Ehode  Island,  too, 
has  no  unadjusted  quairels  with  any  of  her  sister 
States.  She  has  never  sought  to  violate  their  rights^ 
she  has  never  deemed  it  her  mission  to  reform  their 
institutions.  In  respect  to  the  Union  and  the  govei'u- 
ment  of  the  Union,  it  is  not  too  much  to  add,  that  she 
has  ever  been  found  true  and  faithful — impelled  from 
her  quiet  course  by  none  of  those  centrifugal  forces 
which  cause  some  of  her  more  ambitious  sisters  to 
rush  from  their  orbits. 

All  these  things  being  so,  fellow  citizens,  are  we 
not  justified,  as  Ehode  Island  men,  in  being  moved  to 
indignation  by  the  crusade  which  the  apostles  of  mis- 
chief and  anarchy  abi'oad  are  preaching  up  against 
Ehode  Island  ?  They  will  not  pretend  to  affirm  that 
we  have  violated  our  own  constitution  and  laws — and, 
if  we  had,  what  business  is  that  to  them  ?  They  will 
not  pretend  that  we  have  violated  either  the  laws  or 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  They  will  not 
pretend  that  we  are  without  "  a  republican  fonn  of 
government."  But,  say  they,  the  "  Algerines "  of 
Ehode  Island,  in  other  words,  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ehode  Island,  have  disowned  "  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  American  liberty,"  and  have  trampled  under 
foot  "  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  American 
Independence,"  as  we  understand  thenj  1    The  Ban- 
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ci'ofts,  tie  Mortons,  the  Hiibbards,  and  the  Halletts, 
inflamed,  "  al>out  these  days,"  with  a  burning  zeal  for 
the  principles  of  American  liberty,  which  they  assert 
have  been  violated  by  the  trial  and  imprisonment  of 
Dorr,  seem  determined  that  Rhode  Island  shall  dance 
to  their  pipe,  or  that  she  shall  not  dance  at  all !  You 
are  intruding,  gentlemen,  in  this  matter,  into  the  field 
of  opinion ;  you  are  setting  up  your  own  notions  as 
the  only  true  and  infallible  notions  ;  you  are  seeking 
to  punish  a  State,  not  for  a  violation  of  her  solemn 
constitutional  obligations,  but  for  not  understanding, 
as  you  understand  them,  the  principles  of  American 
liberty-— for  not  applying,  as  you  apply  them,  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence  ! 
In  the  prosecution  of  your  sinister  intent,  you  have 
ranged  yourselves  under  the  banner  of  "  Polk,  Dallas 
and  Dorr."  By  these  names,  which  regarded  as  expo- 
nents of  liberty,  law  and  order,  are  positively  amusing, 
you  hope  to  conquer.  Polk  is  a  slaveholder,  and  the 
favorite  candidate  of  slaveholders  because  he  is  a 
slaveholder  !  Dallas  is  a  recorded  champion  of  doc- 
trines subversive  of  all  law !  Dorr  is  a  felon  con- 
victed of  an  attempt  to  overturn,  by  force  of  arms,  the 
social  order  of  his  native  State  ! 

If  you  think  it  right,  by  appeals  to  the  passions,  to 
goad  the  masses  to  the  verge  of  revolutionary  violence 
in  defence  of  what  you  allege  to  be  the  true  doctrines 
of  American  liberty,  why  don't  you  attempt  to  get 
up  a  crusade  against  the  State  of  Maryland,  because, 
in  the  execution  of  her  laws,  she  keeps  in  a  felon's 
cell,  and  loads  with  a  felon's  chains,  an  American  citi- 
zen, whose  only  offence,  in  the  judgment  of  many,  is 
Mg  too  great  love  for  "  the  principles  of  American  lib- 
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erty  ?  "  Upon  your  own  principles,  Torry,  however 
wrong  or  misguided  he  may  have  heen,  is  far  more 
worthy  of  sympathy  than  Dorr.  The  latter  is  im- 
prisoned because  he  an'ayed  an  armed  mob  against  the 
people  and  government  of  his  native  State.  The 
former  is  imprisoned,  because  he  was  impelled  to  a 
violation  of  the  laws  of  Maryland  by  a  fanatical  ar- 
dor in  behalf  of  the  principles  of  American  liberty. 
I  allude  to  the  case  of  Torry,  merely  as  a  topic  for 
illustration.  I  feel  no  especial  sympathy  for  him,  and 
I  would  be  among  the  last,  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
to  say  or  to  do  aught  to  inflame  the  passions  of  the 
masses  against  the  highly  respectable  State  whose 
laws  he  is  alleged  to  have  transgressed,  and  by  whose 
laws  he  is  about  to  be  judged. 

It  will,  however,  in  this  connection,  readily  occur  to 
every  reflecting  mind,  that  if,  upon  the  vague  and  un- 
defined charges  of  having  violated  the  doctrines  of  the 
Declaration  of  American  Independence,  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  Khode  Island  are  to  be  arraigned, 
not  at  the  ballot  box— and  not  before  regularly  consti- 
tuted judicial  tribunals,  but  before  masses  of  men,  fol- 
lowing unprincipled  leaders — and  moved  by  strong 
passions — the  institutions  of  eveiy  State,  whatever 
may  be  the  protection  of  constitution  and  laws,  are 
liable,  at  any  moment,  to  be  overthrown.  The  people 
south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  entertain  very  differ- 
ent notions  of  American  liberty  from  those  which  the 
people  of  New  England  entertain — but,  so  long  as  our 
southern  brethren  continue  true  to  the  bargain  which 
we  have  made  with  them ;  so  long  as  they  fulfill  to- 
wards their  sister  States  and  towards  the  Union,  the 
obligations  which  the  constitution  imposes  upon  them, 
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we,  of  the  north,  are  bound,  in  all  good  conscience,  to 
let  them,  their  speculative  notions,  and  their  domestic 
institutions,  entirely  alone.  Reserving  to  ourselves, 
the  sacred  right  to  think  as  we  please,  in  reference  to 
the  institution  of  slavery— and  likewise  calmly  to  ex- 
press our  opinions,  we  disclaim,  and  we  are  bound  to 
disclaim,  all  desire  to  get  up  "  mass  meetings,"  within 
or  without  the  borders  of  slave  States, — for  the  pur- 
pose of  inflaming  the  discontent  of  any  portion  of 
their  people — or  of  subverting,  by  "  the  united  voice 
and  action  of  this  great  nation,"  an  institution  which 
the  Constitution  recognizes,  and  which  it  is  bound  to 
protect. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  our  southern  brethren, 
before  they  pass  any  more  resolutions  in  favor  of 
"  Polk,  Dallas  and  Dorr,"  to  comprehend  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  principle  for  which  Dorr  and  his  adherents 
contend?  How  would  that  principle,  if  carried  out 
fully  at  the  South,  operate  upon  the  institutions  of  the 
South,  upon  her  peace — upon  the  elements  of  her  po- 
litical power — upon  the  value  of  her  staples — and 
upon  all  the  forms  of  her  social  life  ? 

We,  fellow  citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  feel  at  present 
no  special  apprehensions  for  ourselves,  or  for  our  insti- 
tutions. We  are  prepared  to  take  good  care  of  both — 
and  we  mean  to  take  good  care  of  both !  Our  little 
bark  is  well  trimmed  and  well  manned,  and  under  the 
direction  of  a  veteran  pilot,  who  has  weathered  many 
a  political  storm,  she  will  ride  out  in  safety  the  angry 
tempest  which  false  and  bad  spirits  now  invoke  to 
destroy  her.  Looking,  however,  into  the  depths  of 
the  distant  future,  we  tremble,  and  well  may  we  trem- 
ble, for  the  ultimate  consequences  of  principles  and 
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measures  which  spring  from  the  spirit  of  jacobinism, 
and  which  can  end  only  in  the  triumph  of  the  mob. 
The  cloud,  at  which  we  now  gaze  solicitously,  may  be 
no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  biit  it  portends  a  tem- 
pest which  will  blacken  the  whole  sky.  Unless  the 
principles  broached  by  Dorr,  and  espoused,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  by  the  partisans  of  "Polk,  Dallas, 
and  Dorr,"  are  signally  rebuked  by  the  people  of  this 
country,  they  may  prepare  themselves,  not  for  one 
revolution  only — but  for  a  series  of  revolutions — - 
which,  after  torrents  of  fraternal  blood  are  shed,  will 
end  in  the  destruction  of  every  vestige  of  popular 

A  Rhode  Island  Man. 


PKOVIDENCE  JOURNAL,   OCTOBER  3,  1844. 


RHODE   ISLAND   AFFAIRS. 

NO.  IV. 


To  THE  People  of  Ehode  Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  : — In  seasons  of  sore  public  ca- 
lamity, when  practical  grievances  exist,  and  are  felt 
by  all  orders  of  the  community,  the  conservative 
classes  do  not  require  to  be  admonished  of  the  neces- 
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aity  of  vigilance,  and  effort,  and  self  sacrifice.  At 
sucli  seasons,  they  seem  to  act  from  a  common  impulse 
in  tlie  support  of  a  common  cause.  Wlien  they  feel 
the  State  to  be  in  danger,  they  put  far  from  them  all 
paltry  personal  considerations  ;  they  repel  the  agency 
of  hackneyed  and  intrusive  politicians;  and  they  repose, 
with  intuitive  sagacity  and  confidence,  on  the  counsels 
of  those  who  seek  for  no  spoils,  and  who  abhor  the 
strife  to  which  they  find  themselves  summoned.  In 
seasons  of  comparative  repose  and  of  general  pros- 
perity, the  matter  is  far  otherwise.  Then,  the  con- 
servative classes  need  to  be  stimulated  to  the  exercise 
of  that  vigilance  which  is  the  price  of  liberty,  and  to 
the  performance  of  those  duties  upon  which  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  is  suspended.  The  general 
prosperity  which  the  country  now  enjoys,  and  her  ex- 
emption from  all  pressing  dangers  from  abroad,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  may  induce  the  torpor  of  inexertion,  at  a 
crisis  in  her  domestic  affairs,  which  demands  the  zeal- 
ous, persevering  and  concentrated  efforts  of  all  good 
citizens. 

The  friends  of  "  law  and  order,"  however,  in  llhode 
Island,  do  not  need  to  be  reminded  of  the  services  and 
sacrifices  in  "behalf  of  the  State  which  the  times  exact. 
Though  weary  of  strife,  they  are  resolved  not  to  in- 
termit their  zeal,  and  not  to  lay  aside  the  armor  of 
championship  in  a  great  and  good  cause,  till  that 
cause  is  no  longer  threatened  with  danger.  The  ap- 
proaching election  of  President,  whatever  may  be  the 
result,  is  a  matter  of  deeper  interest,  of  more  vital 
concernment,  to  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  than  to 
the  people  of  any  other  State.  Should  Mr.  Clay  be 
elected — and  my  confidence  in  that  auspicious  result 
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is  unaffected  either  by  the  fierce  bluster  of  enemies  or 
by  the  croaking  of  timid  friends — we  may  reasonably 
expect  to  enjoy  a  season  of  refreshing  if  not  prolonged 
repose.  For  four  years,  at  least,  would  the  work  of 
agitation  be  postponed,  or,  if  not  postponed,  it  would 
be  found  abortive.  For  four  years,  at  least,  we  should 
escape  all  practical  exhibition  of  those  wild  revolu- 
tionary doctrines  which  have  so  vexed  our  peace,  and 
we  should,  moreover,  be  sheltered  from  those  insolent 
foreign  aggressions  upon  our  rights  which  have  so 
justly  aroused  our  indignation,  and  so  severely  tasked 
our  foi'bearance.  These  are  considerations  of  very 
grave  import.  They  address  themselves,  with  pecu- 
liar emphasis,  to  the  good  sense  and  generous  patriot- 
ism of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island — to  their  sagacious 
and  provident  concern  for  her  best  interests,  and  to 
their  jealous  love  of  her  stainless  honor.  No  man 
among  us,  affects  to  doubt  that  the  electoral  vote  of 
Rhode  Island  will  be  given  to  Henry  Clay  and  Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen.  All  important,  however,  should 
it  be  deemed  to  obtain  for  the  Clay  electoral  ticket, 
not  only  a  decisive,  but  a  commanding  majority — a 
majority  so  triumphant  that  the  enemies  of  law  and 
order,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  should,  even  in  the 
event  of  Polk's  election,  be  convinced  that  vain  would 
be  the  effort  to  rear  again  in  Rhode  Island  the  bleared 
and  tattered  banner  of  rebellion  against  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws. 

I  am  haunted  by  no  morbid  fears  of  the  election  of 
Polk  and  Dallas.  But  even  should  that  disaster  fall 
upon  the  land,  why  should  we  quail?  Standing 
firmly  upon  our  principles,  and  trusting  to  our  arms, 
if  need  be,  to  support  them,  who  caa  harm  us  ?    Massa- 
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chusetts  and  Connecticut  will  suffer,  on  the  part  of 
their  people,  no  invasion  of  our  lights — and  even  "  the 
unterrified  democracy"  of  New  Hampshire  will  visit 
us  with  no  blasts  but  those  of  calumny  and  reproach. 
New  York  will  have  enough  to  do  to  take  care  of  her 
own  agitators,  without  lending  a  helping  hand  to  ours. 
Her  Spartan  Band  and  her  Empire  Club  have  been 
among  us,  once.  They  will  not  be  found  here, 
again ! 

In  the  midst  of  this  hot  strife  for  political  power, 
one  of  the  great  parties  hopes  to  coin  some  political 
capital  for  itself,  by  manufacturing  sympathy  for 
Thomas  W.  Dorr.  Hence  the  numerous  resolutions 
which  denounce  his  imprisonment  as  an  offence  against 
the  principles  of  American  liberty— and  which,  in  a 
style  of  most  amusing  exaggeration,  put  him  forth  be- 
fore the  countiy  as  an  intrepid  confessor  of  interdicted 
tnith— as  a  persecuted  patriot— as  a  sublime  martyr 
in  the  cause  of  the  people  !  In  all  these  resolutions, 
my  fellow  citizens,  however  threatening  may  be  their 
language,  their  is  neither  blood  nor  thunder !  If  Mr. 
Clay  should  be  elected,  we  shall  be  sure  to  hear  no 
more  of  them.  Should  Mr.  Polk  chance  to  be  elected, 
we  shall  hear  naught  beside  their  echoes  in  the  dis- 
tance. The  confessor,  patriot,  and  martyr,  might,  for 
awhile,  be  cheered  by  tokens  of  sympathy — but  these 
tokens  would  gradually  diminish  in  number;  and  the 
demagogues  of  the  day,  after  having  used  Dorr,  would 
not  hesitate  ultimately  to  abandon  him. 

I  repeat  the  assertion,  that  the  friends  of  law  and 
order  in  Ehode  Island  feel  no  desire  that  Thomas  W. 
Dorr  should  be  imprisoned  for  life.  They  entertain 
towards  him  no  vindictive  feelings,  and  now  that  the 


.^y  Google 


386  -WRITINGS    OF   WILLIAM   a.    GODDAED. 

law  has  been  signally  vindicated  "by  his  conviction 
and  impi-isonment,  they  would  sanction,  with  their  ap- 
probation, any  act  of  grace  and  pardon,  touching  hia 
case,  which  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  approaching 
session,  may  think  proper  to  adopt.  The  people  and 
government  of  Ehode  Island  have  illustrated,  in  too 
many  ways,  their  capacity  to  maintain  their  own 
rights,  to  be  at  all  sensitive  to  the  imputation,  from 
whatever  source  it  may  come,  that  their  mercy  would 
be  the  dictate  of  their  fears.  The  rabid  partisans  of 
Dorr  confidently  affirmed  that  the  government  dared 
not  arrest  him,  and  yet  he  was  arrested  by  a  single 
constable  !  They  affirmed  that  the  government  dared 
not  try,  and  could  not  convict  him,  and  yet  he  was, 
under  evei-y  circumstance  favorable  to  impartiality, 
both  tried  and  convicted !  They  affirmed,  that  the 
court  dared  not  sentence  him  to  the  State  Prison,  and 
yet  sentenced  he  was  !  They  affirmed,  last  of  all,  that 
the  government  dared  not  execute  the  sentence  of  the 
law,  and  that  if  Dorr  were  incarcerated,  the  walls  of 
our  penitentiary  would  be  prostrated,  "  without  law 
and  against  law;"  and  yet,  as  we  all  know,  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  was  executed  upon  the  transgressor — 
and  the  walls  of  our  penitentiary  are  yet  standing ! 
Upon  what  terms  the  Legislature  will  extend  grace 
and  pardon  to  Thomas  "W".  Dorr,  should  be  left  to  the 
Legislature  to  determine.  Quite  sure  am  I,  that  the 
General  Assembly  will  yield,  in  this  matter,  nothing 
to  clamor,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

They  will  do  nothing  to  compromise  the  safety,  the 
i-ights,  or  the  dignity  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  They 
will  treat  Thomas  Wilson  Dojt  just  as  they  would  treat 
any  other  man  who  bad  rendered  himself  equally  ob- 
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noxious  to  the  penalty  of  the  laws.  They  will  make 
no  pusillanimous  and  unjust  exceptions  in  his  favor ; 
least  of  all  will  they  make  any  severe  exceptions 
which  may  operate  against  him.  The  law  of  the  land 
pronounces  him  to  be  a  guilty  man,  and  as  a  guilty 
man  will  they  deal  with  him.  His  "unconditional 
liberation,"  though  it  has  become  the  watchword  of 
demagogues  abroad,  and  is  demanded  by  mass  meet- 
ings at  home,  is  hardly  to  be  expected.  The  General 
Assembly  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  do  any  act,  in 
this  matter,  which  would  wear  the  appearance  of  un- 
usual severity,  or  of  excessive  caution.  They  will,  on 
the  contrary,  take  no  action  which  would  expose  them 
to  the  charge,  that  they  had  sacrificed  a  great  princi- 
ple, and  blasted,  forever,  the  honor  of  the  State,  mis- 
led by  the  impulses  of  a  weak  compassion,  or  ty  the 
wish  to  propitiate  any  "multitude,"  however  "vast !" 
It  may  suit  the  purposes  of  unprincipled  men  to  en- 
deavor to  create  abroad  a  strong  impression  in  favor 
of  the  character  of  Thomas  "W.  Doit,  and  a  strong 
sympathy  in  the  sufi:'erings  which  he  has  brought  upon 
himself.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island,  however,  are 
not  easily  humbugged.  They  know  the  man — for 
they  have  had  long  and  bitter  experience  of  his  pro- 
pensities and  capacities  for  mischief.  They  do  not 
deny  him  the  possession  of  respectable  talents  and 
more  than  respectable  acquisitions— but  these  talents 
and  acquisitions,  they  have  ever  lamented  to  observe, 
he  has  uniformly  perverted  to  the  purposes  of  the 
veriest  demagogism.  Under  the  direction  of  high 
principle,  he  might  have  been  a  useful  and  honored 
citizen — but  he  chose  to  become  a  regular  hackney 
politician,  a  demagogue  of  the  worst  type,  and  to  play 
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a  bold  game  for  the  spoils.  lie  might  have  helped  to 
elevate  the  character  and  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  masses  ;  hut  betrayed  by  his  wretched  ambition, 
he  has  lived  only  to  embitter  their  passions  and  to 
mislead  their  understandings.  All  this  is  known  here 
at  home,  and  the  fact  will  one  day  be  known  abroad. 
He  has  sinned  greatly,  and  with  small  temptation — he 
has  suffered  much  himself  from  the  consequences  of 
his  evil  deeds,  and  those  evil  deeds  have  brought  in- 
calculable suffering  upon  others.  When  he  comes  to 
emerge  from  his  prison  house,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that, 
chastened  by  the  experience  of  adversity,  he  will 
abandon  the  trade  of  a  political  agitator,  and  address 
himself  to  some  occupation  which  may  enable  his  fel- 
low citizens  to  connect  his  name  hereafter  with  some 
good  service  which  he  shall  have  done  his  native 
State. 

What,  fellow  citizens,  is  now  our  most  imperative 
duty  ?  Is  it  not  an  immediate  and  effective  organiza- 
tion of  the  friends  of  Law  and  Order  throughout  the 
State — an  organization  perfect  in  its  details,  and  capa- 
ble of  reaching  the  most  limited  districts  in  every  one 
of  our  towns  ?  On  the  fourth,  day  of  November,  only 
a  month  hence,  the  battle  is  to  be  fought  in  Rhode 
Island.  Ought  we  not  to  prepare  ourselves  for  the 
onset  which  awaits  us  1  We  can,  if  we  but  will  to  do 
it,  give  a  majority  of  three  thousand  votes  for  Clay 
and  Frelinghuysen.  What  good  citizen,  who  values 
the  peace,  dignity  and  independence  of  Ehode  Island, 
will  shrink  from  any  labor  which  may  be  needed,  in 
such  a  cause,  to  achieve  such  a  triumph  ? 

A  Ehode  Islatid  Mah". 
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RHODE   ISLAND  AFFAIRS. 

KO.  V. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  : — The  Domte  faction  in  this 
State,  I  need  not  tell  you,  has  parted  with  none  of  its 
bitter  hostility  towards  the  constitution  which  you 
have  established  for  the  protection  of  life,  liberty  and 
property.  Thomas  Wilson  Dorr,  a  convicted  traitor, 
is  still  the  idol  of  this  faction ;  and  the  so  called 
"people's  constitution"  is  still  its  beau  ideal  of  a 
republican  form  of  government !  If,  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  any  of  you  have  been  beguiled  into  a 
treacherous  confidence,  by  the  hollow  professions  of 
men  who  seek  to  mate  you  their  dupes,  in  order  that 
you  may  become  their  victims,  I  ask  you  to  read  and 
ponder  the  memorial  to  both  Houses  of  Congi'ess 
adopted  on  the  28th  ult.,  by  "  the  Democratic  Associa- 
tion of  Glocester."  This  is,  in  truth,  a  most  precious 
document !  Considering  where  and  by  whom  it  was 
adopted,  it  may  be  deemed  a  pretty  significant  indica- 
tion that  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  has  so  fear- 
fully disturbed  the  reign  of  the  law  in  Rhode  Island, 
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needs  nothing  but  a  fit  opportunitj  to  renew  its  work 
of  miscliief.  The  hall  of  General  Jedediah  Sprague, 
in  the  village  of  Chepachet,  and  within  sight  of  Acote, 
where  Dorr  mustered  all  his  chivalry,  was  the  spot 
chosen  by  the  Democratic  Association  of  Grlocester, 
(Amasa  Eddy,  Dorr's  Lieutenant  Governor,  being 
President,  and  Clovis  H.  Bowen,  Secretary,)  for  the 
perpetration  of  a  memorial,  which,  considered  either 
as  a  statement  of  facts,  or  as  a  constitutional  argu- 
ment, challenges  all  competition.  Henceforth,  let  the 
Dorrite  members  of  the  General  Assembly  hide  their 
diminished  heads  !  Their  memorial  to  Congress  will 
now  sink  into  oblivion  !  Let  Slocum,  too,  the  venera^ 
ble  Slocum,  surrender  the  claim,  which  he  can  no 
longer  maintain,  to  be  considered  the  last  and  most 
illustrious  expounder  of  constitutional  law !  The 
Democratic  Association  of  Glocester  has  surpassed 
them  all ! 

These  Glocester  Dorrites  place  in  the  very  front  of 
their  memorial  the  following  clause  of  section  fourth, 
article  fourth,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  :  "  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  a  republican  form  of  government."  It  did  not, 
however,  suit  their  purposes  quite  as  well  to  quote  the 
remaining  clause  of  the  same  section,  viz. :  "  and  shall 
protect  each  of  them,  on  application  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  of  the  Executive,  when  the  Legislature  can- 
not be  convened,  against  domestic  violence  !  "  That  I 
may  escape  all  charge  of  mutilating  a  document  which 
deserves  no  fleeting  record,  I  subjoin  the  following  ex- 
tracts. They  embrace  all  its  essential  parts,  and  they 
will  serve  to  show  you  by  what  spirit  the  Dorrite  fac- 
tion continues  to  be  animated,  and  what  new  aggres- 
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sions  it  meditates  upon  the  peace  and  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island : 

"The  undersigned  aver  that  when  the  State  of 
Khode  Island  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  State  had  not  a  Republican  form  of  Gov- 
ernment, nor  had  it  ever  had,  or  been  govei'ned  by, 
such  a  form  of  government,  but  the  charter  of  Charles 
the  second,  one  of  the  profligate  Kings  of  England, 
emanating,  not  from  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  "but 
from  the  "Eoyal  will  and  pleasure"  of  the  said 
Charles  the  second,  has  continued  to  be  the  form  of 
government  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  aforesaid, 
imtil  the  adoption  of  the  People's  Constitution,  in 
1841.  That  soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  People's 
Constitution,  by  a  majority  of  the  People  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  minority,  which  had  so  long  governed  the 
State,  by  restricting  the  right  of  suffi-^e,  and  many 
other  important  rights  to  landholders,  and  their  oldest 
sons,  finding  themselves  about  to  be  deprived  of  their 
monopoly  of  the  political  power  of  the  State,  and  re- 
duced to  a  level  with  their  fellow  citizens,  refused  to 
submit  to  the  People's  Constitution,  and  retaining  in 
their  hands  the  public  stations,  offices,  revenues,  and 
power  of  the  State,  declared  the  People's  Constitution 
null  and  void;*  hired  and  enlisted  troops,  procured 

•ThelanguajteoftMa  memorial  is  adapted  to  leave  on  the  pulilic  mind  the 
false  impression  that  the  Charter  of  Charles  II.  is  stin  tbe  fundamental  law 
of  this  State  !  The  memorialists  are  at  pains  to  abuse  the  old  Charter,  and 
the  "minority"  who  putdown the  people's  constitution,  whirh  is  they  say, 
■was  adopted  by  "  fourteen  thousand  strong! "  They  take  eace,  howerer,  to 
withhold  ftom  the  public  the  important  faot,  that  the  people  of  Bhode  Island, 
in  November,  1843,  adopted  a  constitntion  which  superseded  the  old  Charter. 
Under  this  constitntion,  which  equalized  representation  and  mi<ie  suffrage 
next  to  universal,  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  are  now  living  and  this  consti- 
tution they  aie  resolved  to  maintain,  notil  it  sliiU  be  changed  a'.iCording  to 
the  mode  provided  In  the  chapter  on  amendments. 
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arms  and  ammunition  from  other  States  ;  declared  the 
State  under  Martial  Law ;  disarmed  lai'ge  portions  of 
the  militia  of  the  State ;  searched  and  plundered 
houses,  without  warrants,  dragged  innocent  men  be- 
fore military  tribunals,  and  filled  the  prisons  with 
them,  took  innocent  and  peaceful  women  from  their 
domestic  employment,  insultingly  dragged  them  be- 
fore the  courts,  and  indicted  them  for  pretended  of- 
fences ;  established  a  system  of  espionage,  and  com- 
mitted other  enormities  unworthy  of  the  pirates  of 
Algiers,  whose  name  of  Algerines,  by  general  con- 
sent, even  among  themselves,  they  have  ever  since  borne. 

"The  undersigned  further  state,  that  the  act  de- 
claring the  State  under  Martial  Law,  although  sus- 
pended, has  not  been  repealed,  but  is  at  any  time  lia- 
ble to  be  revived  by  the  usurpers  of  the  authority  of 
the  State ;  that  troops  are  continually  kept  under  arms 
and  marched  to  and  fro  throughout  the  State,  to 
watch,  intimidate  and  overawe  peaceful  meetings  of 
men,  women  and  children,  assembled  to  complain  of 
their  grievances,  and  to  petition  the  government  to  re- 
dress them  ;  and  that  bands  of  ruffian  Carbineers  have 
been  hired  from  abroad,  and  commissioned  to  provoke 
the  good  people  of  this  State  to  resentment,  in  order 
to  afford  a  pretext  for  dispersing  peaceful  assemblies, 
and  for  further  acts  of  rapine  and  brutal  violence. 

"The  undersigned  further  state,  that  it  would  be 
useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  to  appeal  for  redress 
to  any  of  the  Courts  now  existing  in  this  Stata  That 
no  person,  scarcely  even  a  justice  of  the  peace,  is  per- 
mitted to  hold  an  office,  unless  he  belongs  to  the  Al- 
gerine  party,  and'  in  all  important  trials  for  alleged 
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crimes,  juries  are  packed  from  the  same  party,  and  the 
friends  of  free  suffrage  are  excluded  from  the  panels. 

"The  imdersigned  further  state,  that  they  have  no 
remedy  for  these  intolerable  acts  of  oppression,  but  to 
procure  arms,  and  wrest  from  their  oppressors  the 
power  which  they  so  much  abuse,  at  the  hazard  ot 
much  bloodshed,  or  to  call  upon  the  United  States  to 
guarantee  to  them  a  Republican  form  of  government, 
instead  of  the  Despotism  under  which  they  now  suf- 
fer. The  former  alteniative,  although  it  might  per- 
haps afford  the  most  speedy  relief,  is  not  iu  accordance 
witli  the  peaceful  principles  which  they  love,  and  de- 
sire to  cherish.  They  therefore  call  upon  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  who  have  had  proofs  of  these 
grievances,  to  exert  all  the  power  they  possess,  to  put 
an  immediate  end  to  them,  and  to  afford  all  such  means 
of  redress,  as  may  be  within  the  scope  of  their  power. 

"Resolved,  That  this  memorial  be  signed  by  the 
officers  of  this  meeting,  and  published  in  all  the  pa- 
pers of  the  State  friendly  to  its  objects  ;  and  that  this 
meeting  appeals  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
their  individual  capacity,  and  in  their  State  and 
national  organizations,  in  every  branch  of  their  gov- 
ernment, and  calls  upon  them  to  guarantee  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  the  full  benefit  and 
protection  to  which,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  they  are  at  all  times  entitled,  and  are  now  so 
fully  justified  in  demanding. 

"  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  memorial  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  at  their  approaching  session,  and 
to   the    Governors   of  the  several  States;    and   that 
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printed   copies  thereof  be  circulated   for   signatures 
throughout  the  State  of  Rhode  Island." 

In  commenting  npou  this  very  remartable  docu- 
ment which  comes  from  the  hall  (how  chivalric  the 
place !)  of  General  Jedediah  Sprague,  to  animate  the 
courage  of  the  faithful  to  renewed  endeavors  in  be- 
half of  "the  people's  constitution,"  it  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  preserve  a  tone  of  remark  sufficiently 
grave.  Who  can  read,  without  a  disposition  to  mer- 
riment, not  unmingled  with  contempt,  the  long  list  of 
"  abuses  and  usurpations  "  which  this  memorial  charges 
to  the  account  of  the  Algerines  of  Rhode  Island — 
coupled  as  this  list  is  with  the  cool  declaration,  on  the 
part  of  the  memorialists,  that  a  resort  to  arms  for  re- 
dress, "  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  peaceful  princi- 
ples which  they  love  and  desire  to  cherish ! "  Have 
yon,  Glocester  Dorrites,  lost  all  sense  of  shame  ?  If 
but  a  tithe  of  the  allegations  against  the  Algerines 
and  the  "  despotism  "  which  they  have  established  be 
true,  you  ought  to  sound  forthwith  from  the  heights 
of  Acote,  a  trumpet  blast  which  would  summon  every 
man  of  the  "  fourteen  thousand  strong,"  to  the  work 
of  stern  and  heroic  resistance  !  If  but  a  tithe  of  your 
allegations  be  true,  it  is  no  time  to  talk  about  your 
"  peaceful  principles."  Congress,  if  it  can  be  gulled 
into  a  belief  of  the  statements  in  your  memorial,  will 
scorn  the  craven  spirit  which,  under  such  circum- 
stances of  aggravated  oppression,  dictates  any  other 
appeal  than  an  appeal  to  arms.  If  but  a  tithe  of 
your  allegations  be  true,  not  only  will  you  provoke 
the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  all  honorable  men  but 
your  very  women  will  cry  shame  upon  your  manhood, 
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for  your  twattle  about  your  love  for  peace,  while  you 
complain  of  "  intolerable  acts  of  oppression  !  "  Whence 
this  new  born  reverence  for  "peaceful  principles"  on 
the  part  of  the  Acote  chivalry?  How  long  since  were 
these  same  men  assembled  in  the  hall  of  this  same 
General  Jedediah,  for  a  far  diiferent  purpose — ani- 
mated with  a  fierce  revolutionary  spirit,  and  ready  to 
shed  the  blood  of  those  of  their  fellow  citizens  who 
had  resorted  to  arms  in  defence  of  the  constitution 
and  the  laws  ?  After  such  a  development  of  charac- 
ter, it  ill  becomes  them  to  prate  about  "  the  peaceful 
principles  which  they  love,  and  desire  to  cherish ! " 

It  has  been  resei'ved  for  the  Glocester  Democratic 
Association,  for  Amasa  Eddy,  Clovis  H.  Bowen  and 
others  of  a  like  calibre,  to  make  the  discovery  that 
Rhode  Island,  when  she  adopted  the  Constitutioa  of 
the  United  States,  "  had  not  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment !  "  The  old  Charter  not  republican,  and  yet 
it  was  under  the  old  Charter,  that  Rhode  Island 
adopted  the  constitution  which  provides  that  the 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government !  If  our  government  was 
not  republican,  then,  why  did  not  our  sister  States 
make  the  discovery,  and  why  was  not  the  constitu- 
tional guarantee  then  enforced  ?  The  old  Charter  not 
republican,  under  which  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  have  for  more  than  fifty  years  been 
chosen — and  under  which,  for  a  term  of  more  than 
forty  years,  the  democratic  party  wielded  the  political 
power  of  Rhode  Island  !  The  Glocester  Democratic 
Association  is  wiser  in  its  day,  than  was  Alexander 
Hamilton  in  his.  This  great  master  in  political  sci- 
ence asserts  that  "  the  essential  criteria  of  a  govem- 
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ment  purely  republican,  are  that  the  principal  organs 
of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  shall  be 
elected  by  the  people,  and  hold  their  offices  by  a  re- 
sponsible and  temporary  or  defeasible  tenure."  Was 
the  old  Charter  wanting  in  any  one  of  these  essential 
criteria  of  a  government  purely  republican  ?  Were 
not  the  organs  of  the  executive  and  legislative  depart- 
ments elected  by  the  people,  and  responsible  to  the 
people  ?  The  vi^hole  matter  is  too  plain  for  argument. 
What  is  the  true  design  of  the  constitutional 
guarantee  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  which 
the  Glocester  Democratic  Association  now  supplicates 
Congress  to  execute  in  behalf  of  the  "  People's  Consti- 
tution?" Is  it  not  intended  to  protect  the  Union 
itself  from  danger,  by  guaranteeing  to  all  the  States 
the  republican  form  of  government  under  which  they 
entered  the  Union  ?  Other  confederated  governments 
have  comprised  States  differing  from  each  other  in  the 
form  of  their  government— some  retaining  monarchi- 
cal and  some  aristocratic  elements.  This  diversity  is 
always  a  source  of  discord,  and,  under  our  system, 
would  be  fatal.  Suppose,  for  example,  that  "  the  Em- 
pire State,"  with  her  central  position,  and  her  three 
millions  of  people,  should  adopt  a  monarchical  foim 
of  government,  her  sister  States  would  find  it  hard  to 
resist  her  power.  The  Union  itself,  and  that  glorious 
constitution  under  which  it  was  perfected,  could  not 
contend  against  so  fearful  an  element  of  discord.  The 
constitution,  therefore,  guarantees  to  every  State  a 
republican  form  of  government,  not  only  to  preserve, 
in  an  essential  matter,  uniformity  and  harmony  among 
the  States,  but  likewise  to  secure  the  Union  itself 
against  the  dangers  to  which  the  adoption  by  any  of 
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the  States  of  a  form  of  government,  in  any  wise  monar- 
ctical  or  aristocratic,  would  inevitably  expose  it. 

The  Glocester  Democratic  Association  is  not  con- 
tent with  slandering  the  people  and  institutions  of 
Ehode  Island.  It  appeals  "  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  their  individual  capacity,  and  in  their  State 
and  National  organizations,  in  every  branch  of  their 
government,"  and  calls  npon  them  to  interpose  their 
power,  for  the  destruction  of  the  constitution  which 
you,  my  fellow  citizens,  have  established.  This  ap- 
peal is  in  harmony  with  the  appeal  once  made  by 
Dorr  himself  It  is  in  hai-mony  too  with  the  appeal 
made  by  the  "  vast  multitude"  who  assembled  in  this 
city  on  Commencement  day,  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
awing you.  Such  appeals  are  disorganizing  in  the  ex- 
treme. Do  not  fear,  however,  that  they,  will  be 
heeded.  What  right  have  "  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  their  individual  capacity  "  to  interfere  with 
"  the  internal  police  and  government  of  Rhode  Island  ?" 
What  right  have  "  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
their  State  and  National  organizations,"  to  interfere 
in  a  matter  which  Rhode  Island,  when  she  joined  the 
Union,  expressly  reserved  to  herself?  Let  these  men 
invoke,  if  they  please,  the  power  of  the  mob  to  crush 
us — for  that  is,  in  effect,  the  puipose  of  their  memo- 
rial. We  have  naught  to  fear.  We  have  eight  on  our 
side — and  we  shall  not,  in  the  hour  of  trial,  be  found 
wanting  in  courage  to  maintain  the  eight.  The  mob 
at  home,  we  have,  once  and  again,  suppressed.  We 
are  prepared,  and  we  mean  to  keep  ourselves  prepared, 
to  resist,  successfully,  the  assaults  of  any  mob  which 
may  be  summoned  to  come  upon  us  from  abeoad  ! 
A  Rhode  Island  Man. 
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PKOVIDENCE  JOURNAL,   OCTOBER  31,  1844. 


RHODE   ISLAND  AFFAIRS. 

NO.  YI. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  : — 

Fellow  Citizens: — On  Monday  the  4t}i  day  of 
November,  only  one  fortnight  from  this  day,  you  will 
decide,  at  the  ballot  box,  so  far  as  your  votes  can  af- 
fect the  decision,  some  of  the  most  momentous  public 
questions  which  have  ever  agitated  our  country.  Shall 
the  tariff  remain  as  it  is  ?  Shall  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  be  distributed  among  the  sev- 
eral States  l  Shall  the  Union  remain  as  it  is,  or  shall 
its  borders  be  extended,  at  the  risk  of  provoking  a 
sanguinary  and  expensive  war,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
petuating the  curse  of  slavery  ?  Shall  the  Constitu- 
tions which,  at  any  time  exist,  be  held  "  sacredly  obli- 
gatory upon  all,  till  changed  by  an  explicit  and 
authentic  act  of  the  whole  people  ;  "  or  shall  they,  in 
accommodation  to  the  revolutionary  doctrines  of  the 
hour,  be  overthrown,  by  "  vast  multitudes,"  acting 
"  without  law  and  against  law  ? "  These  are  among 
the  great  issues  which  you,  men  of  Rhode  Island,  are 
about  to  decide  for  yourselves,  and  which  it  deeply 
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concerns  your  dearest  interests  to  decide  aright.  The 
doctrines  of  the  Dorrite  faction,  in  relation  to  the  mode 
of  changing  existing  constitutions,  it  would  now 
seem,  are  not  distinctly  placed  by  the  partisans  of 
Polk  and  Dallas,  among  the  great  issues  which  they 
address  to  the  whole  country.  The  Baltimore  Demo- 
cratic Convention  shied  these  doctrines — knowing 
that,  30uth  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  such  doctrines 
would  find  no  favor;  that,  if  carried  out,  they  would 
prove  fatal,  not  only  to  the  constitutions  of  the  Slave 
States — but  to  the  whole  order  of  society  in  those 
States.  The  Ehode  Island  qiiestJon  is,  therefore, 
made  an  issue,  where,  and  only  where,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected to  gain  support  for  Polk  and  Dallas.  On  that 
question,  however,  let  us  not  forget,  that  these  candi 
dates  are  designedly  left  to  occupy  a  position  of  con- 
venient ambiguity.  Henry  Clay  and  Theodore  Fi'eling- 
huysen,  stand  before  the  country  the  avowed  and  de^ 
cided  champions  of  the  true  principles  of  constitu- 
tional freedom.  Polk  and  Dallas  are  the  faVoiite  can- 
didates of  the  Dorrite  faction  in  this  State,  and  of 
those  in  other  States  who  openly  espouse  the  cause  of 
that  faction.  Their  election,  therefore,  would  be 
hailed  by  the  Dorrites,  at  home  and  abroad,  as  a  tri- 
uurph  over  those  principles  of  Law  and  Order,  which 
Clay  and  Frelinghuysen,  in  common  with  all  conserva- 
tive statesmen,  are  pledged  to  maintain.  I  do  not  af- 
fect to  believe  that,  even  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Polk's 
election,  the  friends  of  liberty  and  law  in  Rhode 
Island,  would  be  conquered.  While  they  remain  true 
to  themselves,  and  true  to  their  principles^they  can 
never  be  conquered !  Most  disastrous,  however,  to 
our  peace  and  to  our  prosperity,  would  be  the  elec- 
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tion  of  the  favoiite  candidate  of  the  Dorrites.  It 
would  fill  them  with  false  hopes — it  would  encourage 
them  to  renew  and  to  continue,  with  fresh  zeal,  the 
work  of  agitation.  It  would,  in  various  ways,  sum- 
mon us  to  the  exercise  of  vigilance,  activity  and 
courage — it  would  demand  heavy  draughts  upon  the 
resources  of  the  State,  in  order  to  maintain  the  public 
peace — it  would,  to  an  extent  which  cannot  well  be 
foreseen,  interrupt  the  business  of  every  class  of  our 
citizens,  and  impair  confidence,  especially  abroad,  in 
the  stability  of  all  our  institutions.  We,  then,  who 
are  fi'iends  of  Law  and  Order  in  Khode  Island,  are, 
in  some  sort,  compelled  to  regard  the  Rhode  Island 
question  as  among  the  great  political  questions  of  the 
day.  Let  us,  then,  by  our  votes,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  November,  give,  to  each  other  and  to  the  whole 
country,  another  and  an  unequivocal  pledge,  that  we 
mean,  in  any  event,  to  stand  firmly  upon  our  princi- 
ples— in  other  words,  that  we  are  resolved  to  maintain 
our  existing  constitution  "  until  it  is  changed  by  an 
explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  people." 

Protection  to  American  labor  has  become  the  policy 
of  the  government.  Rhode  Island  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  preservation  of  that  policy  against  the 
insidious  efforts  now  making  to  overthrow  it.  Mr. 
Polk  is  avowedly  hostile  to  the  tariff  as  it  is.  He 
was  nominated,  in  contempt  of  all  the  usages  of  the 
Democratic  party,  through  the  influence  of  a  faction, 
which  is  bent  upon  the  destruction  of  the  protec- 
tive policy ;  and  which  deems  slavery  to  be  the  great 
conservative  element  of  our  free  institutions  !  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Prellnghuysen  were  nominated,  almost  by 
acclamation,  by  a  great  party  which  regards  protec- 
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tioii  to  American  labor  as  essential  to  the  prosperity 
and  independence  of  the  whole  country.  It  has 
hitherto  been  thus  regarded  by  all  parties  in  Rhode 
Islaad,  and  I  cannot  perceive  upon  what  principle  any 
Rhode  Island  Democrat  can  now  be  reconciled  to  the 
support  of  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  who  is 
avowedly  hostile  to  the  great  interests  of  Rhode 
Island  !  Immense  evil  would  result  to  the  country, 
even  from  an  attempt  to  modify  the  tariff.  Such  an 
attempt  would  beget  distrust  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
government ;  and,  if  perchance  successful,  it  would  be 
the  parent  of  most  disastrous  fluctuations  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country. 

In  a  just  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  no  State  is  more  deeply  interested 
than  Rhode  Island.  She  has,  within  a  few  years,  com- 
menced the  great  work  of  providing  for  all,  at  the 
public  expense,  the  means  of  Education.  In  the  prose- 
cution of  this  great  work,  she  is  resolved  to  persevere. 
Nothing  is  needed  to  secure  its  triumphant  accomplish- 
ment, but  adequate  pecuniary  resources.  Give  us,  my 
fellow  citizens,  our  fair  proportion  of  that  magnifleeut 
national  domain,  which  our  fathers  helped  to  conquer, 
or  which  we  have  been  taxed  to  pay  for,  and,  in  a 
very  short  time,  we  can  establish  in  every  one  of  our 
towns,  a  system  of  free  school  instruction,  which,  for 
efficiency,  would  be  without  a  parallel  in  New  Eng- 
land. This  is  a  matter  which  comes  home  to  the  busi- 
ness and  bosom  of  every  man  in  Rhode  Island. 
Every  man  among  us,  whether  he  have  children  or 
whether  he  have  none,  is  vitally  concerned  in  the  im- 
provement and  extension  of  our  system  of  free  schools. 
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We  have  now  got  fi-ee  suffrage — but  let  us  remember 
that  free  suffrage,  without  free  schoola,  will  prove  a 
bane,  and  not  a  blessing !  This  is  the  doctrine — the 
settled  belief— the  clear  conviction  of  thinking  men 
of  all  parties.  Would  it  not  be  well,  therefore,  for 
thinking  men  of  all  parties  among  us  to  consider  how 
far  this  great  Ehode  Island  interest  may  be  affected  by 
the  votes  which  they  will  give,  in  the  choice  of  Elec- 
tors, on  the  first  Monday  of  November  next.  Clay 
and  Freliughuysen  are  in  favor  of  Distribution — Polk 
and  Dallas  are  against  it !  Every  Rhode  Island  man 
who  votes  for  the  Dorrite  Electors,  votes,  in  effect,  to 
deprive  his  own  children,  or  the  children  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  fellow  citizens,  of  those  "advantages  and  op- 
portunities of  education "  which  our  Constitution 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  secure 
to  the  people. 

You,  my  fellow  citizens,  are  exhorted  by  the  revo- 
lutionary party  in  this  State,  to  swallow  "  Polk,  Dal- 
las and  Dorr  "—and  to  consider  them  a  sweet  morsel ! 
But  this  is  not  all.  The  same  revolutionary  party  in- 
sists that  you  shall  swallow,  at  the  same  time,  Texas 
and  Slavery  !  Can  any  of  you  be  persuaded,  to  take, 
without  loathing,  these  bitter  potions  ?  Must  you  be 
asked  to  vote  not  ouly  for  Polk  and  Dallas,  who, 
upon  all  questions  affecting  Rhode  Island  interests,  are 
adverse  to  Rhode  Island  interests — but,  in  effect,  to 
vote  also  for  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  who,  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  a  pitiful  personal  ambition,  has  subjected  you 
to  such  sore  trials  ?  How  can  any  Rhode  Island  man, 
who  loves  freedom,  and  who  reveres  his  ancestors  for 
the  heroic  sacrifices  which  they  made  in  the  cause  of 
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freedom,  how  can  such  Rhode  Island  man  give  his 
voice  for  James  K.  Polk,  selected  as  he  was,  mainly 
because  lie  is  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  as 
the  great  means  of  extending  and  perpetuating  the 
curse  of  Slavery  !  We  hear  much,  now  a  days,  from 
the  Domtes,  about  the  "  principles  of  American  lib- 
erty " — "  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  Ameri- 
can Independence,"  "equal  rights,"  &c., — and  yet 
these  very  men,  with  rare  consistency,  are  straining 
every  nerve  in  the  cause  of  a  man,  who,  should  he 
chance  to  be  elected,  would  foster  upon  millions  of 
his  fellow  men,  guilty  of  a  skin  not  colored  like  his 
own,  the  fetters  of  a  cruel,  ignominious  and  hopeless 
servitude  ? 

Looking  calmly  at  the  result  of  the  recent  State 
elections,  we  are  justified,  my  fellow  citizens,  in  en- 
tertaining a  strong  and  exhilarating  confidence  in  the 
triiiniph  of  Clay  and  Fi'elinghuysen.  Let,  however, 
no  man  who  is  a  friend  to  these  noble  champions  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  Rhode  Island,  be  betrayed, 
by  this  confidence,  into  supineness  and  indifference. 
No  one  affects  to  doubt  that  Rhode  Island  will  give 
her  voice  for  Clay  and  Frelinghuysen.  With  adequate 
efforts,  with  a  thorough  organization— an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  may  be  obtained,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  for  the  Clay  Electoral  ticket.  Without 
adequate  effort — without  a  thorough  organization,  the 
result  may  be — -not  defeat— for  defeat  is  not  antici- 
pated— but  a  reduced  law  and  order  majority  !  This 
would  be  claimed  by  the  Dorrites,  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  proof  positive  that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island 
were  beginning  to  look  with  more  favor  upon  those 
revolutionary  doctrines  which  have  cost  them  so  many 
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sacrifices — -and  upon  whicli  they  have,  again  and 
again,  placed  the  seal  of  their  indignant  reprobation. 
If  every  friend  to  Henry  Clay  does  his  duty,  the  Dor- 
rites  will  le  left  -without  a  pretext  thus  to  de- 
fame us.  *    -r>  T  -n  1- 

A  KnoDE  IsLAJfD  Man-. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURKAL,  NOVEMBER  1. 


RHODE  ISLAND  AFFAIRS. 
NO.  vn. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  ; — ■ 

Fellow  Citizens: — The  great  struggle  is  over. 
The  spasm  has  been  succeeded  by  a  collapse ;  and  the 
victors  who  but  yesterday  stood  upon  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, clad  in  armor,  and  full  of  fight,  now  repose  upon 
their  laurels,  and  coolly  calculate  the  value  of  "  the 
spoils  !  "  Contrary  to  all  rational  expectations  of  the 
result,  Henry  Clay  has  been  defeated.  The  true  sense 
of  the  true  people  has,  most  unequivocally  and  em- 
phatically, declared  itself  to  be  in  favor  of  the  man, 
and  of  the  principles  and  measures  which  he  stood 
pledged   to   maintain.     To  the    stupendous,    the   un- 
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paralleled,  the  undema,ble  frauds  upon  the  elective 
franj^ise,  in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  to  the  fanatical  perversity  of  political 
abolitionism,  must  we  look  for  the  efficient  causes 
which  have  defeated  the  election  of  Henry  Clay. 
His  political  life  is  ended !  The  "brilliant  reward  which 
a  decided  majority  of  those  of  his  countrymen,  who 
-  have  a  common  interest  in  the  welfare  and  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  United  States,  would  have  conferred 
upon  him,  has  "been  intercepted  by  "  interlopers  "  who 
are  strangers  to  our  soil  and  to  the  principles  of  our 
government.  These  interlopers,  manufactured  into 
American  citizens  for  the  occasion,  would  have  voted 
for  the  Siamese  twins,  as  readily  as  they  voted  for 
Polk  and  Dallas,  had  the  Siamese  twins  been  pro- 
claimed as  the  nominees  of  the  Baltimore  Democratic 
Convention.  What  a  mockery  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise !  What  a  commentary  upon  the  virtue  and  in- 
telligence of  the  people!  What  a  manifestation  of 
the  capacity  of  man  for  self  government ! 

The  political  career  of  Henry  Clay  is  ended ! 
Amid  the  shades  of  Ashland  will  now  be  passed  the 
remnant  of  a  life  which  has  been  devoted  to  the 
service  of  his  country,  and  which  has  been  illustrated 
by  more  brilliant  and  commanding  qualities  than  have 
graced  the  character  of  any  American  Statesman, 
since  the  days  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  office  of 
President  of  these  United  States  could  not  have  added 
a  single  cubit  to  the  stature  of  Henry  Clay.  Patriot- 
ism may  sorrow  that  the  just  reward  of  illustrious 
service  has  been  fraudulently  snatched  from  him  ;  but 
let  patriotism  console  itself  .by  the  thought  that 
neither  fraud,  nor  folly,  nor  calumny   can  cast  an  en- 
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Tious  stadow  upon  his  fame  and  character.  What 
Henry  Clay  has  said  and  done,  during  a  long,  event- 
ful and  despite  of  every  reverse,  brilliant  political 
career,  now  awaits  the  impartial  judgment  of  history. 
From  history,  what  has  he  to  fear?  While  he  lives, 
however,  he  can  never  become  obscura  As  his  life 
passes  on,  tributes  of  grateful  and  disinterested 
homage  will  flow  in  upon  the  retired  servant  of  the 
State.  While  he  lives,  too,  he  can  never  become  un- 
mindful of  his  country.  From  the  seclusion  of  Ash- 
land, he  will  look,  with  patriotic  solicitude,  upon 
strifes  of  parties  in  which  he  is  no  more  to  mingle, 
and  upon  that  Senate,  the  field  of  many  noble  con- 
tests for  the  right,  in  which  he  is  never  again  to  lift  up 
his  eloquent  voice.  Had  Mr.  Clay,  fellow  citizens, 
been  the  successful  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  1 
should  have  been  among  the  last  to  fling  this  fleeting 
tribute  to  the  gale.  Under  existing  circumstances,  if 
delicacy  would  restrain  me  from  saying  more,  neither 
gratitude  nor  justice  would  permit  me  to  say  less. 

"  Let  others  hail  the  rising  sun, 
I  bow  to  that  whose  race  is  run." 

Fellow  Citizens,  the  friends  of  law  and  order  in 
Rhode  Island  have  no  reason  to  despair  of  their  cause, 
because  Mr.  Clay  has  been  defeated.  What  have  we 
to  fear  from  external  pressure  ?  Let  facts,  stubborn 
facts,  answer  the  question.  What  response  does  Con- 
necticut make  to  the  appeals  of  our  Rhode  Island  dis- 
organizers?  An  increased  majority  in  favor  of  the 
principles  of  law  and  order  I  And  what  is  the  re- 
sponse of  glorious  old  Massachusetts  to  like  appeals  ? 
An  overwhelming  majority  for  the  principles  of  law 
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and  order !  In  botli  of  these  States,  tte  Dorr  ques- 
tion was  made  an  issue.  In  both  of  these  States  it 
has  been  examined,  and  the  result  shows  how  it  is  ■un- 
derstood. George  Bancroft,  who  demands  the  uncon- 
ditional release  of  Dorr,  and  who  once  harangued,  in 
a  somewhat  ferocious  spirit,  an  indignation  Dorr 
meeting  in  Boston,  has  been  defeated  as  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  by  a  large 
majority  !  Benjamin  F.  Hallett,  too,  one  of  the  busi- 
est and  most  mischievous  meddlers  in  our  affairs,  who 
was  a  candidate  for  Congress  in  Massachusetts,  has 
likewise  been  defeated  by  a  large  majority  1  Let  it 
likewise  be  remarked,  that,  in  the  adjoining  county  of 
Bristol,  where  the  seeds  of  Dori'ism  had  been  sown 
broadcast,  the  radical  candidate  for  Congress  and  the 
radical  candidates  for  State  Senators  were  defeated  ! 
Even  in  Taunton,  the  home  of  ex-Governor  Morton,  of 
"  Clara  Bake  and  Mass  Meeting"  memory,  where  Dor- 
rism  had  been  preached  in  the  highways  and  by-ways, 
even  there,  was  it  destined  to  experience  an  unexpected 
and  most  mortifying  rebuke  ! 

We  have  no  reason,  fellow  citizens,  to  think  that, 
beyond  the  limits  of  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  the  Khode  Island  question  was,  to 
any  extent,  made  an  issue  in  the  Presidential  election; 
or  that  it  produced,  out  of  these  States,  any  apprecia- 
ble influence  upon  the  result.  In  this  connexion  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  call  public  attention  to  the  fact, 
that,  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  the  Clay  elec- 
tors prevailed  by  an  increased  majority  over  the  ma- 
jority for  Harrison  in  1840  ;  and  yet,  veiy  recently,  in 
this  very  city  of  Rochester  was  held  an  indignation 
meeting,   which  in  a  paroxysm  of  futile  anger,  pro- 
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scribed  all  the  Banks  and  all  the  manufactures  of 
Rhode  Island ! 

Mr.  Polk,  whatever  may  be  his  opinions  and  sym- 
pathies, and  it  remains  to  be  proved  that  they  are 
with  the  Don-ites,  will  be  harrassed  by  too  many 
troubles  of  his  own  to  mis:  himself  with  ours.  He 
will  come  into  office  at  the  head  of  a  party,  composed 
of  the  most  discordant  materials — ^at  the  head  of  a 
party  which,  quarrels  about  the  sjjoils  and  about  the 
succession  are  inevitably  destined  to  distract.  The 
minority,  too,  if  a  minority  the  Whig  party  can  right- 
fully be  called,  are  too  powerful  in  nurabei'S,  and  in 
talent,  not  to  possess  efficient  means  of  modifying,  on 
all  great  questions,  the  policy  of  the  national  adminis- 
tration. It  must  however,  be  confessed,  that  Mr. 
Polk's  election  has  wonderfully  exhilarated  the  spirits, 
and  increased  the  activity  of  the  Dorrites.  In  every 
nook  and  corner  of  Rhode  Island,  they  are  busy  in 
the  work  of  preparation  for  the  April  election.  More 
lively  are  they  than  the  snakes,  which,  after  a  frost 
bound  winter,  come  abroad,  under  the  influence  of 
vernal  suns,  to  take  their  fitting  place  in  the  grass  of 
our  meado%vs  and  pastures.  The  comparison  ends  not 
here.  They  combine  with  the  activity  of  serpents, 
the  cunning  of  serpents.  To  the  moderate  they  will 
preach  moderation ; — -to  the  violent,  they  will  preach 
violence  ;■ — ^they  will  introduce  new  issues,  and  they 
will  mask  old  ones  ;  they  will  strive  to  seduce  some 
by  professions  of  peace  ;  some,  by  hopes  of  plunder  ; 
and  some,  by  promises  of  revenge.  "Whatever  shape 
they  may  put  on,  it  will,  after  all,  be  no  questiona- 
ble shape  !  They  are  about  to  contend,  with  all  their 
might,  for  the  political  power  of  this  city,  and  for  the 
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political  power  of  this  State.  If,  however,  the  friends 
ot  Law  and  Order  continue  trae  to  themselves  and  to 
their  principles,  the  Dorrites  can  never  triumph;— 
they  can  never  elevate  their  leader  to  a  high  place;— 
they  can  never  establish  the  People's  Oonstitntion ; 
they  can  never  make  the  Judges  of  our  Supreme 
Court  the  victims  of  popular  vengeance ;  they  can 
never  so  far  extend  suffrage,  as  to  place,  in  all  time  to 
come,  the  whole  political  power  of  this  city  and  of 
this  State  in  the  hands  of  the  worst  demagogues  of 
the  day ! 

All  these  great  mischiefs,  my  fellow  citizens,  by 
seasonable  and  efficient  effort  it  is  in  your  power  to 
avert.  The  duty  of  registering,  before  the  close  of  the 
present  month,  the  name  of  every  friend  to  law  and 
order,  not  already  registered,  demands  immediate  at- 
tention. Do  not  neglect  this  duty  for  another  day 
Let  not  a  town,  or  village,  or  neighborhood,  or  shop, 
or  manufactory,  or  farm  house,  be  overlooked,  in  the 
performance  of  a  duty  which  may  he  essential  to  our 
success  at  the  election  in  April. 

Ehode  Island,  my  fellow  citizens,  has  won,  by  her 
manly  defence  of  the  principles  of  Law  and  Order,  a 
reputation  which  she  may  safely  commit  to  the  judg- 
ment of  history.  Be  it  our  care,  that  her  just  fame  is 
kept  unsullied.  Be  it  our  care,  that  the  State  which 
we  so  much  love,  shall  never  be  dishonored.  We 
have  passed  through  too  many  seasons  of  sore  trial 
to  be  disheartened  by  trivial  reverses.  Once,  our 
nearest  neighbors,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
were  against  us.  Now,  they  are  with  us.  Once,  we 
were  without  confidence  in  our  own  ability  to  repress 
the  violence  of  the  revolutionary  spirit.     Now,  we  can 
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trast  to  the  sound  lieads  and  to  the  strong  right  arms 
of  our  people,  the  defence  of  the  laws  and  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  Let  us,  then,  with  a  cheerful  spirit, 
buckle  on  our  armor  for  the  Spring  campaign — re- 
solved that,  whoever  may  be  President,  and  whoever 
may  assault  us — we  will  preserve  Law  and  Order  in 
Rhode  Island— and,  if  need  be,  that  we  will  preserve 
them  at  any  and  at  every  cost. 

A  Rhode  Island  Man. 


PEOVIDENCE  JOUENAi,  JAHUAEY  1 


RHODE  ISLAIfD  AFFAIRS. 

NO.  VIII,— AND  LAST. 


To  THE  People  of  Rhode  Island  ; — 

Fellow  Citizens  :— In  terminating  this  series  of 
remarks  upon  the  political  affairs  of  Rhode  Island,  I 
cannot  forbear  from  inviting  your  attention  to  a  few 
topics,  which,  at  this  time,  would  seem  to  deserve  some 
consideration. 

The  partisans  of  Thomas  W.  Dorr  are  most  indus- 
trious in  their  efforts  to  propagate  the  belief  that  popu- 
lar sympathy  in  behalf  of  "  the  martjT,"  is  daily  be- 
coming more  active  and  more  widely  diffused.    To 
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sustain  their  bold  assumptions,  they  appeal  to  the 
result  of  the  Presidential  election,  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
passed  upon  all  the  matters  involved  in  the  Ehode 
Island  controversy,  and  have  rendered  a  solemn  ver- 
dict against  both  the  government  and  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island.  Is  there  not  in  all  these  assumptions 
an  egregious  fallacy  ?  A  Convention  of  Mr.  Dorr's 
partisans  formally  commended  his  cause  to  the  Balti- 
more Democratic  Convention.  That  Convention 
heeded  not  what  was  meant  to  be  a  fraternal  appeal 
for  sympathy  and  for  succor.  That  Convention  tacitly 
refused  to  make  the  Khode  Island  question  one  of  the 
issues  in  the  contest  for  the  Presidency !  "What  else 
could  be  anticipated  ?  How  could  Virginia,  the 
Carolinas,  Georgia,  and  indeed  any  slave  State,  adopt 
principles  which,  if  practically  illustrated  within  their 
own  borders,  would  sweep  their  cities  and  plantations 
with  the  besom  of  destruction?  In  New  England,  if 
any  where,  the  Ehode  Island  question  is  understood. 
What  indication  of  an  increasing  sympathy  for  Mr. 
Dorr  is  furnished  by  the  commanding  majorities  which 
were  given  for  Mr.  Clay  by  Ehode  Island,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut  and  Vermont  ?  The  vote  of  New 
York,  and  the  vote  of  Pennsylvania  decided  the  great 
contest  in  favor  of  Mr.  Polk.  No  honest  and  intelli- 
gent man  affects  to  believe,  that  the  agitation  of  the 
Ehode  Island  question  made  any  appreciable  differ- 
ence in  the  votes  of  those  great  States.  The  truth  is, 
the  Dorrites  are  sadly  mortified  that  the  election  of 
Mr.  Polk  has  worked  no  material  change  in  favor  of 
their  champion.  At  the  first  moment  of  triumph 
they  seemed  to   think  that   torrents  of  indignation 


.^y  Google 


412  WRITINGS    OF    WILLIAM   0-.    GODDARD. 

would  overwhelm  "  the  Algerines,"  and  that  tides  of 
warm  and  genial  sympathy  would  flow  in  upon  "the 
martyr,"  firom  the  hearts  and  the  homes  of  the  wide 
spread  democracy  of  the  land !  The  fact  has  proved 
to  be  otherwise.  Here  and  there,  a  spark  of  sympa- 
thy for  Mr.  Dorr  has  been  kindled.  A  "  barn  burner," 
has  introduced  into  the  Legislature  of  New  York  a 
series  of  resolutions  in  relation  to  Dorr  and  his  princi- 
ples. These  resolutions  are  probably  designed  to  re- 
buke the  ominous  silence  which  Governor  Wright,  in 
his  message,  preserves  towards  the  quondam  corres- 
pondent and  fiiend  of  Senator  Wright !  Illinois,  too, 
who  admits  unnaturalized  foreigners  to  vote,  and  who 
repudiates  her  honest  debts,  has  been  guilty  of  a 
grave  impertinence  in  meddling  with  the  domestic  af- 
faire of  Rhode  Island.  Is  it  strange,  that  Illinois,  go- 
ing as  she  does  for  the  largest  liberty  of  the  "  sover- 
eignty," in  more  respects  than  one,  should  come  out  for 
Dorr  and  for  DoiTism  ?  In  New  Hampshire,  however, 
is  to  be  found  the  only  living  fountain  of  Dorrite 
sympathy.  That  spaniel  State,  always  true  to  her  in- 
stincts, at  one  moment  barks  at  the  heels  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  at  another  crouches,  in  wretched  servility, 
at  the  feet  of  those  of  her  sister  States  who  can  re- 
ward her  fawning  with  thrift.  Shame  upon  her !  She 
has  stained  her  ancient  renown,  and  deserves  not  to 
be  numbered  among  the  free  States  of  New  England. 
To  finish  this  topic,  somewhat  abruptly ;  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  a  paper  which 
has  always  manifested  sympathy  for  Dorr,  "  the  [Presi- 
dential] election  has  decided  that  the  administration 
shall  be  in  democratic  hands,  and  it  has  decided  noth- 
ing else." 
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We  hear,  now-ardays,  my  fellow  citizens,  much 
captivating  declamation  about  "  the  power  of  the  peo- 
ple," and  "the  majesty  of  the  people,"  How  are 
these  phrases  to  be  uuderstood  ?  Taken  in  one  sense, 
tliey  embody  great  and  acknowledged  fandamental 
truths  in  the  science  of  free  government.  Taken  in 
another  sense,  they  embody  the  most  mischievous 
heresies,  heresies  which,  if  once  carried  out  into  prac- 
tice, would  destroy  every  vestige  of  constitutional 
freedom  in  the  land.  I  acknowledge  and  I  reverence 
the  majesty  of  the  people  when,  to  secure  their  rights, 
the  people  institute  governments,  and  when,  to  escape 
intolerable  oppressions,  they  overthrow  them  !  I  ac- 
knowledge and  I  reverence  the  majesty  of  the  people, 
when  the  people  speak  and  act  through  the  regular 
constitutional  organs  which  they  have  established — 
through  the  ballot  box,  thi-ough  the  people's  Execu- 
tive, the  people's  Legislature,  and  the  people's  judges 
and  juries !  I  acknowledge  and  I  reverence  "  the  sov- 
ereign law,  the  State's  collected  will."  This,  and  this 
only,  is  genuine  republicanism.  The  majesty  of  the 
people,  viewed  in  any  other  light,  is  naught  but  rank 
jacobinism — leading  directly  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
mob,  and  the  destruction  of  all  those  checks  and  bal- 
ances which  are  the  boast  and  the  support  of  our  sys- 
tems of  regulated  American  liberty.  A  pregnant  illus- 
tration of  the  jacobin  tendencies  of  the  times  is  to  be 
found  in  that  resolution  appended  to  Burke's  report  on 
the  Rhode  Island  question,  which  denounces  the  con- 
duct of  John  Pitman,  Kichard  "W.  Greene,  and  other 
citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  for  their  noble  efforts  to  sus- 
tain the  government  of  Khode  Island  against  an  armed 
mob  of  ruffians,  headed  by  Thomas  Wilson  Doit.     A 
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similar  outrage  to  this  upon  the  most  sacred  rights  of 
individuals,  would  not  be  attempted  in  our  fatherland. 
It  would  make  the  blood  of  every  Englishman  tingle 
in  his  veins,  at  an  infamous  attempt  to  deprive  him  of 
the  sacred  immunities  thrown  around  him  by  the  great 
charters  of  English  liberty,  "What  concern  has  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  with  Judge 
Pitman  ?  What  concern  has  a  majority  of  that  House 
with  Judge  Pitman,  unless  they  deem  him  deserving 
of  impeachment  ?  What  concern  has  a  committee  of 
that  House,  or  even  a  majority  of  that  House,  with 
Richard  W.  Greene,  or  any  other  United  States  officer, 
appointed  by  the  Executive,  and  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Executive  ?  If  Judge  Pitman  has 
done  aught  worthy  of  impeachment,  why  let  him  be 
impeached,  and  tried  acccording  to  the  forms  which 
the  Constitution  provides. 

If  he  has  violated  any  law,  let  him  be  held  to 
answer  before  a  Court  and  jury,  competent  to  try  him. 
If  Mr.  Greene,  as  a  United  States  officer,  has  done 
aught  worthy  of  removal,  it  is  the  duty  and  it  is  the 
exclusive  province  of  the  President  to  remove  him. 
If  he  has  violated  any  law  of  the  land,  why  then  let 
him  be  tried  according  to  the  law  of  the  land.  This 
atrocious  outrage  upon  the  most  sacred  rights  of  in- 
dividuals is  in  exact  accordance  with  the  modern 
notions  of  "  the  majesty  of  the  people."  In  the  bet- 
ter days  of  the  Republic,  no  man  could  have  been 
found,  even  in  New  Hampshire,  to  offer  to  the  Ameri- 
can Congress  a  resolution  so  replete  with  the  genuine 
spirit  of  Jacobinism — a  resolution  which,  should  it  be 
adopted,  ought,  at  once  to  summon  every  State  in  this 
Union  to  the  defence,  the  indignant  defence,  of  the 
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rights  of  its  citizens  against  tlie  usurpations  of  a  po- 
litical majority  in  Congress,  acting  in  defiance  of  all 
constitutions  and  all  law  ! 

In  these  days  of  political  degeneracy,  my  fellow 
citizens,  the  very  genius  of  our  goveranient  seems  to 
he  misunderstood.  The  sages  who  formed  the  Ameri- 
can Constitution  established  not  a  Democracy — but  a 
Representative  Republic.  You  may  see  from  the 
whole  structure  of  the  government  how  solicitous  they 
were  to  protect  the  liberties  of  individuals  and  the 
rights  of  the  States  against  those  tendencies  to  misrule 
and  oppression  which  are  incident  to  all  Democracies 
—and  which,  When  the  unmitigated  despotism  of 
king  numbers  has  become  intolerable,  are  sure  to  de- 
velop themselves  in  the  despotism  of  a  single  man. 
Entertaining  this  salutary  jealousy  of  Democracy  and 
this  ardent  desire  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  States 
— ^they  constituted  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  upon 
different  principles ;  and  they  assigned  to  each  State, 
without  reference  to  its  population  or  territorial  ex- 
tent, an  equal  vote  in  the  Senate-  They  moreover 
established  an  executive  department  and  a  judicial  de- 
partment, and  clothed  them  with  such  powers,  as 
seemed  fitted  to  render  them  efl:'ectual  checks  upon 
that  branch  of  the  government  most  alive  to  demo- 
cratic impulses,  and,  therefore,  most  likely  to  oppress 
individuals  and  minorities. 

In  the  days  of  Jefferson  and  Madison,  the  term 
Democrat  w^  disowned  as  a  term  of  reproach,  by 
every  intelligent  partisan  of  those  distinguished  politi- 
cal leaders.  From  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  words  Democrat  and  Democracy  were  eai'e- 
fully  excluded ;  and  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  a  sin- 
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gle  State  Constitution,  tirougliout  the  length  and 
"breadth  of  this  confederated  Republic.  The  people  of 
Missouri,  with  admirable  propriety,  expressly  desig- 
nate their  government  as  "  a  free  and  independent  re- 
public" Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  people  of  this 
country  to  go  back  to  old  fashioned  republican  doc- 
trines, and  to  resist  even  the  modern  corruptions  of 
the  purity  of  our  mother  tongue  ?  *  Our  fathers  re- 
pudiated democracy,  and  went  for  republicanism,  and 
for  nothing  but  republicanism.  They  were  careful  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  but  they  never  dishonored 
themselves  by  pandering  to  the  worst  passions  of  the 


In  the  providence  of  God,  my  fellow  citizens,  the 
5acred  cause  of  Law  and  Order  has  been  committed  to 
the  people  of  Ehode  Island.  Thus  far,  they  have  well 
guarded  and  well  defended  the  sacred  deposit.  In 
the  contest  which  awaits  us,  and  which  demands  our 
full  and  our  united  strength,  we  shall,  I  trust,  be  found 
to  have  parted  with  no  portion  of  our  enthusiasm, 
courage,  and  firmness,  in  support  of  a  great  and  noble 
cause.  "We  are  about  to  meet  the  same  enemy,  and  to 
contend  with  him  for  the  same  issues.  Suffer  your- 
selves not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  concern  by 
mixed  and  subordinate  questions.  Who  is  the  more 
illustrious  expounder  of  constitutional  law.  Tread- 
well  or  Slocum  ?  Which  is  the  genuine  Dorr  Libera- 
tion stock  ?  Was  Mr.  Doit  a  good  boy  or  a  naughty 
boy  at  Cambridge  college  ?  Shall  he  be  liberated  with 
conditions  or  without  conditions?  These,  my  fellow 
citizens,    are,    comparatively   speaking,    all     frivolous 
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issues.  They  are  not  the  issues  which  you  are  to  de- 
cide at  the  ballot  box  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
April.  By  your  votes  on  that  day,  you  wiil  determine 
questions  of  transcendent  importance  to  yourselFes 
and  to  your  children.  By  your  votes  on  that  day,  you 
will  determine  whether  the  constitution  which  you 
have  established  shall  be  sustained,  or  whether,  by  a 
summary  and  revolutionary  process,  it  shall  be  de- 
stroyed ;  in  other  words,  whether  or  not  Dorr  and  Dor- 
rism  shall  mount  in  triumph  over  the  prostrate  cause 
of  Law  and  Order  !  This  is  the  true  and  the  grand 
issue ;  and  you  will,  I  trust,  never  suffer  any  man  or 
any  set  of  men,  under  any  pretence,  to  withdraw  you 
from  that  issue,  or  to  blind  you  to  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences which  defeat  would  inevitably  entail  upon 
all  the  social  interests  and  political  institutions  of 
Rhode  Island, 

Fellow  Citizens  : — The  pen  which  "  a  Rhode  Island 
Man  "  has,  for  so  many  years,  -wielded  in  the  discus- 
sion of  "Rhode  Island  affairs,"  must  now  be  laid 
aside,  perchance  forever.  I  resign  it,  leaving  no  per- 
sonal griefs  unredressed,  and  harboring  no  private  or 
political  resentments.  I  resign  it,  too,  with  a  convic- 
tion, which  no  man  can  take  from  me,  that  I  have  em- 
ployed it  not  to  flatter  the  people,  not  to  advance 
the  political  fortunes  of  any  individual,  or  to  subserve 
any  transient  interests;  but,  to  the  best  of  my  humble 
ability,  to  maintain  those  great  conservative  piinciples 
which  it  concerns  equally,  and  at  all  times,  every  man 
and  every  political  party  to  uphold  and  to  defend. 
A  Rhode  Island  Man. 
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TO  THE  HON.   GEORGE  M.  DALLAS,  VICE-PRESIDENT 
ELECT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Snt: — You  inlierit  a  brilliant  name,  and  you  have 
actieved  what  in  the  early  days  of  the  republic  -would 
have  "been  deemed  a  brilliant  destiny.  In  those  early 
and  uneorrupt  days,  elevation  to  high  place  was  not 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  noblest  distinctions 
of  individual  character.  It  did  not  expose  to  peril  all 
that  constitutes  the  true  dignity  of  a  statesman  and  a 
gentleman.  It  was  reached  by  none  of  the  poor  arti- 
fices of  the  demagogue.  It  was  sought  to  be  main- 
tained by  no  avowal  of  the  sympathies  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  jacobin.  High  place,  sir,  was  then  the 
reward  of  signal  ability,  of  meritorious  service,  of  a 
generous  love  for  the  true  glory  of  the  country,  of  un- 
swerving attachment  to  principles  which  change  not 
as  the  times  change.  You  are  too  familiar  with  the 
past  political  history  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
the  degraded  and  degrading  politics  of  the  present 
times,  not  to  perceive,  and,  in  those  better  moods, 
which,  I  trust,  sometimes  visit  you,  not  to  lament,  the 
sad  decline  of  that  manly  and  virtuous  statesmanship 
which  distinguished  the  administrations  of  Washing- 
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ton  and  the  elder  Adams.  Your  own  sueceas  as  a 
politician,  I  fear,  may  liave  gone  far  to  reconcile  you 
to  tbe  evil  times  on  which  we  have  fallen,  and  to 
make  you  look,  in  a  spirit  of  gentle  toleration,  upon 
those  false  standards  by  which  the  people  are  uow  ac- 
customed to  tiy  the  merits  of  public  men.  A  single 
phrase  in  your  letter  signifying  your  acceptance  of  the 
nomination  tendered  to  you  by  the  Baltimore  Demo- 
cratic Convention,  is  quite  sufficient  to  enable  your 
countrymen  to  gauge  your  capacity  for  the  higher 
duties  of  an  American  statesman.  In  this  letter,  you 
are  at  pains  to  captivate  the  masses,  by  assuring  them, 
in  a  somewhat  lover  lite  tone,  how  tenderly  alive  you 
are  to  "  the  genial  sympathies  of  demoa^acy  ! "  The 
genial  sympathies  of  Democracy !  What  language 
for  a  republican  statesman  to  address  to  a  republican 
people !  In  the  days  of  Washington  and  Adams,  and 
even  in  still  later  days,  what  public  man  would  not 
have  blushed  to  use  such  twattle  ?  In  the  days  of 
Washington  and  Adams,  with  what  scorn  would  the 
American  people  have  treated  such  experiments  upon 
their  credulity  ? 

My  business,  however,  is  not  with  your  foolish  let- 
ter, but  vpith  that  woi'se  than  foolish  speech,  which,  af- 
ter your  election  was  ascertained,  you  addressed  to 
the  crowd  which  gathered  around  your  sjjlendid  man- 
sion in  Walnut  street,  to  interchange  with  you  "  the 
genial  sympathies  of  democracy,"  The  Philadelphia 
Public  Ledger  states  that  Mr,  Dallas  made  this  speech 
at  "the  door  way."  Will  not  history  add  to  this 
record,  and  with  a  deep  meaning,— Mr,  Dallas,  in 
making  such  a  speech,  stumbled  at  the  threshold ! 

Had  you,  sir,  in    your   address  to    your   political 
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fi-iends  assembled  in  Walnut  street,  confined  yourself 
to  topics  connected  with  your  recent  political  triumph, 
I  for  one  would  have  pardoned  to  the  intoxication  of 
success  any  violation  of  good  taste,  into  which,  in  the 
presence  of  such  an  audience,  even  so  urbane  a  gentle- 
man as  yourself  might  have  been  betrayed.  You 
have,  however^  travelled  out  of  the  record  to  calum- 
niate Rhode  Island,  and  the  people  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  to  exalt  a  man  who  has  spent  his  whole  political 
life  in  efforts  to  aggrandize  himself,  reckless  all  the 
while  what  might  be  the  cost  of  his  selfish  triumph  to 
his  native  State.  On  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  re- 
feiTed,  it  is  stated  by  a  coiTcspondent  of  the  Republi- 
can Herald,  that  you  "  went  on  to  speak  nearly  as 
follows : " 

"  Governor  Dorr  I  It  gives  me  gi'eat  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  speak  a  word  for  that  good  man  who  has  suf- 
fered so  much  in  the  cause  of  the  people  of  his  coun- 
try. Since  the  formation  of  our  government,  the  pre- 
sent is  the  first  time  that  any  State  has  disgraced  the 
Union  by  the  imprisonment  of  a  man  for  his  political 
opinions;  and  although  I  will  not  speak  in  harsh 
terms  of  the  general  action  of  the  opposing  political 
party,  I  cannot  in  this  instance  withhold  from  de- 
nouncing, in  the  most  emphatic  terms,  the  cruel  eon- 
duct  of  the  ruling  party  in  Rhode  Island,  in  relation 
to  their  treatment  of  Mr.  Dorr.  And  I  hope  and  trust 
that  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  the  mighty  voice  of 
universal  indignation  will  be  heard  in  such  terms,  as 
will  break  asunder  the  bars  and  bolts  of  his  prison 
house,  and  set  the  noble  patriot  free." 

All  this,  sir,  is  clearly  gratuitous  on  your  part. 
You  have  gone  out  of  your  way,  to  lend  the  weight  of 
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your  moral  influence  as  Vice  President  elect  of  the 
United  States,  to  a  popular  movement  in  this  State, 
which  was,  throughout,  a  revolutionary  movement- 
revolutionary  in  its  impulses  and  in  its  principles — 
revolutionary  in  means  and  in  ends.  Whatever  may 
•be  the  artificial  importance  which  attaches  to  your 
opinions,  in  consequence  of  your  commanding  position, 
you  will  utterly  fail  in  this  profligate  attempt  to  en- 
list sympathy  for  the  cause  of  jacobinism  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  to  concentrate  upon  this  gallant  little  State 
the  indignation  of  a  great  and  victorious  party.  The 
South,  sir,  the  South,  destined,  in  all  future  time,  to 
determine  the  succession,  and  to  regulate  the  policy  of 
the  government,  never  will  go  with  you  in  the  support 
of  doctrines  which,  if  carried  out,  would  prostrate  in 
Titter  ruin  her  whole  social  order.  Nay,  more.  The 
cool,  reflecting  people  of  the  free  States,  who  know 
how  to  distinguish  licentiousness  from  democracy,  will 
never  embark  with  you  in  a  crusade  against  those  well 
settled  principles  of  constitutional  law  which  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  all  constitutional  freedom.  Pennsyl- 
vania herself,  drugged  as  she  now  is  by  all  the  opiates 
of  party,  will  he  slow  to  recognize  any  theories,  how- 
ever plausible,  which  would  subject  her  Constitution 
to  the  chances  of  being  altered  "  without  law  and 
gainst  law."  She  means  to  maintain  her  position  as 
the  "  Keystone  State,"  and  she  knows  full  well  that, 
whensoever  the  doctrines  broached  by  Thomas  Wilson 
Dorr  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  true  doctrines  of 
popular  sovereignty  in  this  country,  the  broad  arch  of 
republican  empire,  which  she  is  proud  to  uphold, 
will  fall,  at  once,  in  shapeless  ruins. 

Let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that  you  have  di'awn  upon 
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your  imagination  for  your  facts.  Mr.  Dorr  ia  not  im- 
prisoned for  his  political  opinions.  He  is  imprisoned 
for  the  highest  crime  known  to  the  laws,  for  a  crime 
which  seldom  fails  to  involve  murder,  rape,  arson  and 
robbery.  He  is  imprisoned,  not  for  his  theories,  but 
for  his  practice — not  for  his  thoughts,  but  for  his  acts. 
That  he  was  guilty  of  the  offense  of  which  he  stood 
chai'ged,  was  proved  by  plenary  testimony,  and  by  his 
own  confessions  in  open  Court.  After  a  trial  by  a 
Court  and  Jury,  upon  which  no  charge  of  partiality 
has  been  fastened,  he  was  convicted.  He  is  now  un- 
dergoing the  sentence  which  the  law  annexes  to  the 
crime  of  which  he  was  proved  to  be  guilty.  "What  evi- 
dence of  cruelty,  sir,  do  you  discover  in  all  this  ?  And 
as  an  American  statesman,  as  a  constitutional  lawyer, 
upon  what  principle  do  you  take  it  upon  yourself  to 
denounce  as  cruel  the  whole  action  of  the  legally  con- 
stituted tribunals  of  a  free  and  sovereign  State  ?  Af- 
ter your  recent  experience  in  Philadelphia,  do  you 
think  it  either  wise  or  safe  thus  to  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  courts  and  jui'ies  to  the  passions  of  the  mob? 
Mr.  Doit,  sir,  has  never  suffered  the  penalty  of  a 
single  hour's  imprisonment,  for  "  his  political  opinions." 
This  fact  you  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known.  Ad- 
mitting, however,  that  we  had  punished  him  for 
opinions  and  not  for  acts — with  how  ill  a  grace  could 
you,  a  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  reproach  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island !  The  conflagration  of  Pennsylvania 
Hall  is  not  forgotten.  The  sovereign  mob  could  not 
tolerate  the  opinions  there  advanced  by  the  Abolition- 
ists ;  they  applied  the  torch — and  that  beautiful  struc- 
ture fell  in  ruins !  This  event  alone  should  have  ad- 
monished you  to  withhold  the  unjust  reproach  which 
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you  have  cast  upon  Ehode  Island.  But  this  is  not 
all.  Philadelphia  furnishes  a  more  recent  and  fearful 
example  of  punishment  for  the  sake  of  opinion.  The 
moh  which,  under  impulses  derived  in  part  from  the 
teachings  of  gentlemen  jacobins,  recently  reigned  tri- 
umphant in  your  streets,  spared  not  even  the  temples 
of  the  living  God  !  They  were  exasperated  against 
the  persons  of  the  Roman  Catholics— they  were  stimu- 
lated to  a  hatred  of  their  opinions. — and  they  accord- 
ingly burnt  down  their  churches!  These  vindictive 
punishments,  and  all,  too,  for  the  sake  of  opinion,  were 
inflicted  by  a  Philadelphia  mob  ;  and  yet  a  Philadel- 
phia lawyer,  the  Vice  President  elect  of  the  United 
States,  takes  especial  pains  to  magnify  the  leader  of 
the  armed  mob  which  well  nigh  overturned  the  gov- 
ernment of  Rhode  Island  !  and,  either  ignorautly  or 
perversely,  affinns  that  we  the  people  of  Rhode  Island 
have  imprisoned  Mr.  Dorr  for"  his  political  opinions  !" 
A  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Can  it  be  possible 
that,  thus  early,  you  are  dreaming  of  the  succession  ? 
Do  you  seek  to  anticipate  your  livals  by  striking,  so 
long  in  advance,  for  the  lowest  stratum  of  demo- 
cracy ?  If  this  be  your  end  and  aim,  your  ambition 
will  o'erleap  itself.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
are  not  yet  prepared  to  open  upon  the  land  the  flood- 
gates of  jacobinism.  They  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
withdraw  their  habitual  reverence  for  laws  and  for 
constitutions,  and  to  adopt  those  extreme  and  dan- 
gerous notions  of  popular  sovereignty,  which,  in 
effect,  would  convert  our  republican  government  into 
a  wild  and  licentious  democracy — hostile  to  all  tem- 
perate freedom — and  destined  inevitably  to  end  in  an 
iron  despotism.  ^  ^^^^^^  j^^^^^  jj^^_ 
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CONGRESS. 


Another  Session  of  Congress  will  close  in  a  few 
days.  The  fate  of  the  Texas  resolutions  in  the  Sen- 
ate is  still  doubtful.  The  Senate  won  immortal  honor 
by  its  firm  and  noble  stand  against  executive  power 
in  the  person  of  the  Hero  of  New  Orleans.  It  has 
now  an  opportunity  to  achieve  still  higher  renown,  by 
protecting  the  Union  of  the  States,  the  integrity  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  National  Honor,  against  the 
combined  assaults  of  a  clamorous  multitude  usurping 
the  name  of  the  people,  of  a  weak  Executive  pre- 
ferring the  applause  of  the  ignorant  and  foolish  in  the 
present,  to  the  approval  of  the  wise  and  good  in  com- 
ing time,  of  a  Popular  Assembly,  whose  proceedings 
if  not  arrested  will  speedily  bring  into  disgrace  the 
very  name  of  legislation.  Even  if  this  is  too  much  to 
hope,  it  will  be  a  source  of  pride  to  reflect  that  the 
"Whig  Senators  almost  without  exception  maintain 
their  conservative  and  dignified  position.  From  the 
debates  in  the  House  there  seems  to  be  some  hope 
that  the  Postage  Bill  of  the  Senate  will  become  a  law. 
Beyond  this  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  apprehen- 
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sion  that  the  present  session  of  Congress  will  accom- 
plisli  any  wise  or  useful  object.  It  seems  to  be  en- 
tirely forgotten  by  these  gentlemen  that  according  to 
the  theory  of  a  free  government  they  are  selected  from 
among  tbe  body  of  the  people,  on  account  of  their 
superior  wisdom  and  virtue,  to  take  care  "  that  the 
Republic  receive  no  detriment,"  that  tbey  are  sent  to 
Washington  to  make  good  laws  for  the  government  of 
the  people  wlio  send  them  tbere.  On  the  contrary 
they  seem  to  be  under  the  impression  that  their  prin- 
cipal business  is,  to  interfere  with  the  negotiations  of 
the  Executive  department  by  passing  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  territory  beyond  tbe  Rocky  Moun- 
tains,— to  trample  on  the  treaty  making  power  and 
extend  "  the  patriarchal  institutions  of  Slavery,"  and 
"  the  harmony  of  Democratic  instincts  "  to  the  Istlimns 
of  Darien.  To  fm'nish  the  people  with  a  cheap  and 
convenient  means  of  transmitting  intelligence  from  one 
part  of  the  countrj'  to  another — to  repay  to  private 
citizens  the  money  which  the  government  has  received 
from  France,  and  "  fraudulently  converted  to  its  own 
use" — to  make  an  appropriation  to  procure  decent 
furniture  for  the  Presidential  mansion,  ai'e  objects  al- 
together beneath  the  notice  of  a  set  of  men,  who  deem 
themselves  especially  commissioned  to  extend  over  a 
continent  the  brawling  radicalism  of  modern  Demo- 
cracy. 

We  speak  especially  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, where  the  genius  of  locofocoism  is  unrestrained. 
In  the  Senate  there  yet  lingers  some  of  the  dignity 
and  glory  of  the  early  days  of  the  Republic.  How 
long  this  conservative  body  will  oppose  its  influence 
to  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  times  remains  to  be  seen. 
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The  complaint  about  legislation  "  by  men  of  none  or 
very  little  judgment  in  law,"  is  as  old  as  the  days  of 
Coke,  and  the  evil  has  by  no  means  diminished  in 
these  modei-n  times.  Excessive  and  hasty  legislatioa 
is  the  fault  of  our  State  governments,  but  the  im- 
mediate supervision  of  the  people  checks  this  tendency 
and  restrains  the  local  assemblies  within  certain 
bounds  of  decency  and  decorum.  This  check  does 
not  operate  upon  the  popular  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature.  A  man  sent  to  the  lower  House  in 
Maine,  who  should  make  a  mountebank  of  himself,  by 
supporting  some  foolish  law,  to  operate  directly  upon 
the  citizens  of  his  native  town,  would  be  detected.  A 
member  of  Congress  from  Maine  can  play  the  fool  in 
Washington  a  long  time  without  being  found  out  at 
iome.  But  the  day  of  reckoning  wiU  come  at  last. 
The  effects  of  folly  and  madness  cannot  be  confined 
to  the  Capitol,  The  members  of  Congress  cannot 
escape  with  the  simple  penalty  of  making  themselvea 
ridiculous  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  those  who 
watch  their  proceedings.  The  evils  of  misgovernment 
or  of  no  government  will  reach  at  last  the  homes  of 
the  humble,  will  be  felt  by  the  laborer  at  his  daily 
toil.  He  will  find  that  the  admission  of  Texas  has 
thrown  no  new  guards  around  property,  liberty,  or 
life.  He  will  find  that  braggart  legislation  about 
Oregon  has  done  nothing  to  assist  him  in  furnishing 
his  children  with  education  or  with  bread.  He  will 
find  that  the  flattery  of  demagogues  has  not  made  the 
village  in  which  he  lives  more  prosperous  or  more 
happy.  Then  these  demagogues  themselves  will  learn 
the  difference  between  that  voice  of  the  people  which 
a  party  catch  word  can  make  or  destroy,  and  that  voice 
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of  the  people  which  is  indeed  the  voice  of  God — that 
voice  which  humanity  utters  when  it  can  beai'  outrage 
and  insult  no  longer. 

Recent  events  have  shown  clearly  enough  that  the 
people  of  this  country  have  yet  to  leai'n  some  lessons 
in  the  steru  school  of  experience.  The  race  to  which 
we  belong  has  been  tried  by  the  oppression  of  kings 
and  not  found  wanting.  It  has  yet  to  pass  the  more 
awful  ordeal  of  the  tyranny  of  the  multitude,  and  it 
will  be  found  equal  even  to  that  trial.  When  the 
passions  of  the  hour  have  subsided,  and  their  fatal 
consequences  are  felt  in  the  land,  the  I'eactlon  will 
come.  When  that  day  conies,  a  modern  democrat, 
startled  by  a  voice  new  and  strange,  may  ask,  with  the 
courtier  of  old,  "  People  !  What  ?  the  people  l  "  and 
like  him  receive  for  answer,  "The  people,  like  the  air, 
is  seldom  heard  but  when  it  speaks  in  thunder." 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  IIAKCH  7,  1M5. 


IIESOLUTIOIS 

PASSED     AT    A    LAW    AND     ORDER    MEETING. 


Uesolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the 
elections  to  be  made  In  this  State,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  April,  involve  the  same  cardinal  principles 
which  the  Law  and  Order  party  was  originally  formed 
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to  defend  ;  wHich  tiat  party  has,  thus  far,  steadfastly 
upheld;  and  which,  by  continued  Union,  Vigilance 
and  Effort,  it  can  triumpliantly  maintain. 

Eesolved,  That,  at  the  present  crisis,  when  a  power- 
ful party  within  our  borders — a  party  which  has, 
again  and  again,  solemnly  declared  the  government  of 
this  State  to  be  a  flagrant  usurpation,  and  which 
stands  pledged  to  the  overthrow  of  our  excellent  con- 
stitution, and  to  the  establishment  of  the  miscalled 
people's  constitution  upon  its  ruins,  is  organizing,  with 
fresh  zeal  and  activity,  its  forces,  in  order  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  whole  political  power  of  this  city 
and  this  State  ;  when  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Congi-ess  of  the  United  States  have,  at  the  instiga^ 
tion  of  this  same  party,  published  a  report  slandering 
the  government  and  the  people  of  Ehode  Island,  and 
have  entei'tained  resolutions  id  derogation  of  her  re- 
served rights,  and  in  violation  of  the  sacred  rights  of 
several  of  her  citizens,  who,  at  a  crisis  of  imminent 
peril,  took  up  arms  in  her  defense;  when  some  of  the 
Legislatures  of  our  sister  States,  disregarding  all 
comity,  and  trampling  upon  the  well  established  prin- 
ciples of  Ameiican  constitutional  law,  presume  to  de- 
termine by  what  sort  of  a  constitution  Ehode  Island 
shall  be  governed,  and  in  what  manner  she  shall  ad- 
minister her  criminal  justice ; — at  such  a  crisis  as  this, 
we  deem  the  duty  of  Union,  Vigilance  and  Effort  to 
be  sacredly  obligatory  upon  all  the  fiiends  of  Law  and 
Order. 

Surveying  the  momentous  issues  for  which  we  are 
about  to  contend  at  the  ballot  box  ; — looking  at  the 
evils  which  defeat  would  inevitably  bring  upon  all 
the  great  interests  of  the  State;  and  admonished  by 
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past  experience  tliat  upon  ourselves  and  upon  our- 
selves alone  must  we  rely  in  tte  hour  of  danger, 

Resolved,  That  while  we  are,  at  no  time,  indifferent 
to  the  policy  of  the  national  government,  we  are  now 
constrained  to  regard,  as  matters  of  paramount  con- 
cern to  the  people  of  this  State,  those  grave  domestic 
questions  which  continue  to  agitate  us — which  touch 
the  very  foundations  of  our  whole  social  oi'der ;  which 
jeopard  all  the  securities  of  life,  liberty  and  property; 
which  come  home  to  our  bosoms  and  our  business ;  to 
our  halls  of  legislation  and  to  our  courts  of  justice ; 
to  the  fields,  and  manufactories,  and  workshops  in 
which  we  toil ;  and  to  the  firesides  around  which  we 
feel  it  a  blessed  privilege  to  seek  repose. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  which  the  people 
of  this  State  have  established,  contains  provisions 
which  ought  to  recommend  it  to  the  warm  and  untir- 
ing support  of  every  friend  to  regulated  liberty,  that, 
in  arming  the  weak  with  some  means  of  protecting 
themselves  against  the  encroachments  of  the  strong, 
it  has  exemplified  the  true  theory  of  equal  rights ; 
and  that,  by  the  qualifications  which  it  has  annexed 
to  the  right  of  suffrage^ — qualifications  demanded  by 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Rhode  Island,  it  has  pro- 
vided some  security  that  the  legislation  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  reflect,  not  the  capricious  impulses  and 
the  excited  passions  of  masses  connected  with  Rhode 
Island  by  no  permanent  ties,  but  the  considerate 
opinions  of  those  of  her  people  who  understand  her 
interests — who  love  her  institutions  ;  and  who  revert, 
with  somewhat  of  filial  reverence,  to  the  deeds  and  to 
the  men  who  illnstrate  her  past  history. 

Resolved,   That  we  regard,  with  cordial  approba- 
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tion,  the  course  which  Governor  Fenner,  as  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  State,  has  pursued  during  the  late 
political  year ;  that  we  repose  entire  eonfideuce  in  his 
sagacity,  energy  and  devoted  attachment  to  the  genuine 
principles  of  constitutional  liberty ;  and  that  we 
should  hail  hia  re-election  by  a  commanding  majority, 
not  only  as  a  merited  reward  of  honorable  and  disin- 
terested public  service,  but  as  a  renewed  expression,  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  of  their  un- 
altered purpose  to  maintain,  against  foes  from  within 
and  foea  from  without,  the  laws  and  the  Constitution 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Resolved,  That  we  can  confidently  assure  our 
friends  in  the  other  towns  of  Rhode  Island,  that  Provi- 
dence will,  on  the  first  "Wednesday  in  April,  do  her 
whole  duty  in  that  contest  for  political  power  then  to 
be  decided,  and  on  the  issue  of  which  are  suspended 
consequences  the  most  momentous  to  the  peace,  the 
interests,  and  honor  of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  vitally  important 
consequences  depending  on  the  result  of  the  approach- 
ing election,  we  earnestly  recommend  that  our  Law 
and  Order  fellow  citizens  in  the  other  towns  of  the 
State,  commence,  without  delay,  the  work  of  thorough 
and  systematic  organization,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
fully  prepared  to  do  battle  in  the  common  cause ;  to 
contend  successfully  for  principles  which  are  equally 
dear  to  them  and  to  ourselves,  and  to  avert  the  over- 
throw of  a  Constitution  which  they,  in  a  special  man- 
ner, are  interested  to  maintain. 

Resolved,  finally.  That,  while  we  cannot  repress  all 
indignation  at  the  systematic  efibrts  to  defame  the 
government  and  people  of  Rhode  Island,  which  origin- 
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ate  from  her  recreant  sona  at  home,  and  are  seconded 
by  a  profligate  press  and  by  profligate  politicians 
abroad,  we  yet  entertain  an  unfaltering  trust  that,  by 
no  interested  clamor  and  by  no  ephemeral  obloquy, 
can  the  judgment  of  the  country  and  of  posterity  be 
betrayed  into  lasting  injustice ;  that,  looking  back 
upon  the  early  history  of  Rhode  Island,  we  perceive 
that  she  commenced,  amid  a  cloud  of  calumniators, 
that  "  lively  experiment  of  full  liberty  in  religious 
concernments  "  which  is  now  the  praise  of  all  civilized 
lands  ;  and  that,  looking  forward  to  the  testimony  of 
future  times,  we  repose  in  the  conviction  that,  when 
the  strifes,  and  prejudices,  and  passions  of  the  day 
shall  have  passed  into  oblivion,  history  will  place  upon 
a  record  destined  never  to  perish,  the  sacrifices  which 
Rhode  Island  has  made,  and  the  perils  she  has  en- 
countered, and  the  triumphs  she  has  won,  in  the  sacred 
cause  of  American  constitutional  Freedom. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

PASSKD    AT    A    LAW    AND    OUDER    MEETINQ. 


Whereas,  we  are  about  to  contend  with  our  old 
enemy,  on  tlie  old  grounds, 

Resolved,  That  we  will,  one  and  all,  continue  to 
stand  firmly  on  the  broad  and  deep  foundations  of 
liberty  regulated  by  Law. 

Resolved,  That,  as  Rhode  Island  men,  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  contend  manfully  to  the  last,  for  the  rights 
and  for  the  honor  of  Rhode  Island,  against  any  and 
all  who  may  seek  to  violate  the  one  or  to  betray  the 
other ;  and  that,  whereas,  in  seasons  of  fearful  peril, 
we  have  successfully  resisted  both  fraud  and  force,  we 
are  determined,  in  these  more  tranquil  times,  not  to  be 
vanquished  by  treachery. 

Resolved,  That,  as  citizens  of  a  State  which  has 
ever  been  proud  and  jealous  of  its  freedom,  we  look 
to  wise  laws  efficiently  executed  as  the  only  true 
guardian  of  freedom  ;  that,  anxious  as  we  are  to  pur- 
sue in  quiet  those  various  callings  in  which  all  of  us 
are  engaged,  and  upon  which  most  of  us  depend  for 
support,  we  can  never  consent  to  surrender  Rhode 
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Island  into  tlte  hands  of  men,  who,  in  carrying 
out  their  principles,  would  rob  industry  both  of 
stimulus  and  protection ;  and  that  sincerely  as  we 
lament  all  social  alienations  and  hostilities,  we  would 
be  among  the  last  to  purchase  a  hollow  peace  by  the 
sacrifice  of  those  great  principles  of  Law  and  Order, 
upon  which  the  solid  and  lasting  tranquillity  of  the 
community  and  the  fireside  can  alone  depend. 

Resolved,  That  the  comparative  quiet  and  the  great 
prosperity  which  this  State  has  for  the  last  two  years 
enjoyed,  owing  mainly  to  the  restoration  of, confidence 
at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  stability  of  our  institu- 
tions, should  admonish  us  all,  whether  merchants, 
mechanics,  or  manufacturers,  whether  employer  or  em- 
ployed, to  cling  more  closely  to  those  grand  conserva- 
tive principles,  without  which  no  man  of  any  class 
in  any  community  can  hope  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his 
skill  and  industry,  or  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  tran- 
quil home. 

Kesolved,  That  Dorrism,  however  it  may  change  its 
front,  can  never  change  its  nature ;  that  it  strives  to 
exasperate  prejudices  against  the  rich,  while  it  gives 
neither  employment  nor  solace  to  the  poor — that  it  in- 
terrupts, by  restless  machinations,  the  pursuits  of 
honest  labor;  relaxes  the  obligations  of  law;  and 
scatters  wide,  among  members  of  the  same  community, 
the  seeds  of  animosity  and  distrust ;  that  it  is  at  war 
with  the  essential  principles  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment, and  is,  in  fact,  destructive  of  all  government ; 
that  it  resorts  to  revolution,  when  only  reform  is 
needed  ;  and,  finally,  that  it  constitutes  that  "  elective 
despotism "  which  Mr.  Jefferson  deprecated  as  the 
worst  tyranny  which  could  befall  a  free  people. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Jackson,  late  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  tie  Law  and  Order  party,  but 
now  the  Dorrite  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
has  a  right  to  bargain  for  himself,  but  not  to  bargain 
for  others;  that  the  coalition  which  he  has  formed 
with  the  Dorrites  is  designed,  under  shallow  pretences 
of  humanity  and  conciliation,  to  elevate  himself  to 
place  and  to  power,  and  to  confide  every  interest  in 
this  State,  to  a  party  composed  of  the  most  dangerous 
materials,  broaching  hitherto  the  most  revolutionary 
doctrines,  and  moved  too  by  the  most  revolutionary 


Eesolved,  That,  relying  on  the  practical  good  sense 
of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  we  are  persuaded  that, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  they  will  pronounce 
a  right  judgment  upon  Mr.  Charles  Jackson's  course, 
in  abandoning  a  party  which  maintains  well  defined 
principles,  for  a  party  which  now  professes  to  be  em- 
barassed  by  no  principles  at  all. 

Whereas,  the  Dorrite  Convention  of  1844  declared 
by  resolution  that  the  "  People's  Constitution  is  the 
supreme  law,  which  has  been  unjustly  and  ungener- 
ously set  aside  by  a  monied  aristocracy ;  and  that  the 
Algerine  Constitution  was  thrust  upon  the  people  of 
this  State  by  fraud  and  force,  and  that  it  is  insuffi- 
cient, unsatisfactory,  indefinite  and  deceptive  in  its 
provisions;"  and  whereas  the  Dorrite  Convention  of 
1845  has  declared,  by  resolution,  that  this  same  Al- 
gerine Constitution,  which  was  thrust  upon  the  people 
of  this  State, "  by  fraud  and  force,"  is  now  a  Constitution 
which  the  Dorrites  are  "  bound  to  support,  and  which 
they  have  no  desire  to  change  or  amend,"  except  in 
the  mode  which  itself  provides : 
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Therefore,  Kesolvod,  That  no  confidence  ought  to  be 
placed  in  the  professions  or  pledges  of  a  paity,  which, 
without  any  change  of  circumstances,  and  upon  mat- 
ters of  the  gravest  import,  proclaims,  within  one  year, 
doctrines  and  determinations  not  only  different  from 
each  other,  but  flagrantly  and  irreconcilably  contra- 
dictory. 

Resolved,  That  the  Dorrite  Convention  of  1845, 
while  it  professes  its  desire  not  to  change  or  amend  the 
existing  Constitution,  except  in  a  regular  mode,  said 
Convention  is  careful,  in  this  grave  concern,  to  express 
nothing  but  its  present  desire,  and  that  it  neglects  to 
affirm  the  great  conservative  doctrine  that  Constitu- 
tions cannot  rightfully  be  changed  or  amended,  ex- 
cept in  the  mode  which  their  own  provisions  may 
establish. 

Resolved,  in  the  language  of  the  addi'ess  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  signed  by  Charles  Jackson 
and  others,  in  October  last,  that  "  we  hope  if  there  is 
to  be  any  sympathy  among  the  citizens  of  other  States, 
in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  Rhode  Island,  that  it 
will  be  a  sympathy  for  violated  law  and  a  suffering 
community,  and  not  for  those  who  are  receiving  the 
pimishment  which  the  law  has  provided  for  their 


Resolved,  That  while  we  love  peace  and  the  things 
which  make  for  peace,  we  do  not  believe  that  this 
blessing,  so  dear  to  us  as  citizens  and  as  men,  can  be 
secured  for  the  people  of  this  State,  by  those  whose 
chief  vocation  it  has  been,  year  after  year,  to  create 
distractions  within  her  borders,  to  defame  her  charac- 
ter abroad,  and  to  pour  forth,  upon  all  those  who  have 
struggled  to  maintain  her  rights  and  her  dignity,  the 
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most  bitter  reproach,  and  the  most  fierce  denuncia- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  strive  to  keep  "  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  in  a  right  position  before  this  great 
Republic,"  and  that,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April, 
we  will  proclaim  to  our  sister  States,  that  Dorrism, 
whether  it  show  itself  in  arms,  or  whether  it  hide  it- 
self in  masquerade,  has  nothing  but  defeat  to  expect 
in  the  land  which  gave  it  birth. 


PKOVIDEBCE   JOUENAL,  MARCH  21,  18*5. 


THE  APPROACHING  ELECTION. 


To   THE  Feiehds   of  Law   akd   Oedeb,   in   Rhode 

Iblamti  : — 

Fellow  Citizens  : — Where  are  we  now  ?  What 
change  has  the  new  phase  which  Dorrism  has  assumed 
— the  new  mask  which  it  has  put  on  -uTOUght  in  our 
principles,  purposes  and  prospects  ?  How  are  we  af- 
fected by  the  strange  conjunction  of  planets  to  which, 
within  a  few  days,  our  gaxe  has  been  directed  ?  At 
all  hours  of  the  day,  by  the  wayside,  and  at  the  place 
of  concourse,  are  these  questions  familiarly  asked  by 
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men  of  every  age,  and  of  every  employment  in  life. 
They  are  asked,  too,  by  men  who  have  dared  and  done 
too  much  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  Ehode 
Island,  to  be,  in  the  slightest  degree,  alarmed  at  any 
meteor  which  may  chance  to  shoot  along  our  troubled 
sky ;  in  plain  words,  by  men  who  feel  far  less  sur- 
prise than  moral  indignation  at  the  convenient  facility 
with  which  Mr.  Charles  Jackson  has  consented  to  be- 
come the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Dorrites,  and  the 
avowed  champion  of  Dorrism !  These  cLuestions  can 
be  readily  and  satisfactorily  answered.  We,  the 
fi-iends  of  Law  and  Order  are  just  where  we  were  in 
1843.  "With  united  strength  and  unabated  zeal,  we 
are  resolved  to  contend,  foot  to  foot,  and  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  against  the  same  men  over  whom  we  then 
won  a  glorious  victory.  With  spirits  rather  elevated 
than  depressed  by  the  new  move  which  Mr.  Jackson 
kas  made  upon  the  political  chess  board,  by  the  harle- 
quin agility  with  whick  ke  has  vaulted  into  a  new 
position,  we  are  panting  to  do  battle  for  Rhode  Island 
—for  ker  institutions  which  no  foe  shall  be  permitted 
to  trample  down- — for  ker  priceless  honor,  which  no 
politician,  however  cheaply  he  may  value  his  own, 
shall  be  suffered  to  barter  away !  This  is  our  posi- 
tion. We  took  it  without  fear ;  we  have  maintained 
it  without  reproach  ;  we  can  define  it  without  a  blush  ! 

What,  on  the  other  hand,  fellow  citizens,  is  now  the 
position  of  Mr.  Charles  Jackson  ?  What  are  now  his 
purposes  and  principles  ?  Who  are  now  his  political 
associates  and  friends  ? 

These  questions,  too,  admit  of  an  answer  entirely 
satisfactory  to  every  Law  and  Order  man,  who  is  re- 
solved not  to  become  a  victim  to   adi'oit  and  un- 
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chastened  ambition,  and  who  disdains  to  be  made  its 
dupe.  The  members  of  the  Law  and  Order  party  do 
their  own  thinking  ;  they  follow,  in  political  matters, 
the  directions  of  their  own  judgments  and  consciences ; 
and  they  will  take  a  very  practical,  common  sense 
view  of  Mr.  Jackson  and  of  the  bold  experiment  he 
has  justmade  upon  their  honesty  and  sagacity.  lie 
may  transfer  himself  to  the  ranks  of  the  Dorrltes, 
upon  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon ;  but  let  him  not 
cheat  himself  with  the  notion  that  he  can  recruit,  from 
the  ranks  which  he  has  deserted,  more  than  a  corporal's 
guard,  to  follow  him  into  the  Dorrite  camp,  and  to 
fight  with  him,  like  soldiers  of  fortune,  under  the 
soiled  and  tattered  banner  of  Doriism !  Law  and 
Order  men  will  scorn  to  be  a  party,  in  any  sense,  to  a 
coalition  which,  viewed  in  any  light,  will  stand  out, 
in  bold  relief,  as  the  baldest  and  most  unscrupulous 
"  business  transaction,"  which  can  be  found  recorded 
in  the  history  of  the  prostitute  politics  of  modern 
times!  This  language,  however  strong,  is  not  too 
strong  for  the  occasion.  It  does  not  violate  the  pub- 
lic taste ;  and,  what  is  better  stilt,  it  does  not  outrun 
the  public  indignation.  Honest,  independent  and 
thinking  men  can  suppress  neither  the  language  nor 
the  feeling  of  deep  moral  reprobation,  when  political 
leaders,  whatever  may  be  their  professions,  presume, 
for  considerations  exclusively  selfish,  to  trifle  with 
great  interests,  and  to  compromise,  if  not  to  surrender, 
great  principles. 

So  sudden  and  so  remarkable  was  Mr.  Jackson's 
conversion  to  Dorrism,  that  people,  who  are  inquisi- 
tive about  strange  mental  and  moral  phenomena,  are 
curious  to  learn  exactly  when,  and  where,  and  how, 
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the  new  light  broke  in  upon  his  hitherto  darkened  in- 
tellect. A  like  prodigy,  happening  in  Paris,  would  be 
dramatised,  at  once,  by  the  brilliant  wite  of  the  French 
metropolis,  to  gratify  that  diseased  public  taste  which 
is  captivated  by  whatsoever  is  monstrous  and  start- 
ling in  life  and  character. 

This  sort  of  ordeal,  Mr.  Jackson  will  escape. 
Neither  he,  however,  nor  his  friends,  nor  his  copart- 
ners in  this  extraordinary  business  transaction,  must 
expect  to  escape  a  full  and  fearless  discussion  of  all 
the  principles  to  which  he  has  lent  the  sanction  of  his 
name ;  and  a  no  less  full  and  fearless  examination  of 
all  the  evils,  the  deplorable  evils,  which  his  election, 
and  the  triumph  of  the  party  to  which  he  has  allied 
himself,  would  inevitably  bring  and  fasten  upon  the 
State. 

He  must  not  feel  himself  aggrieved,  because  I  de- 
no^^nce  him,  as  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Dor- 
rites,  and  as  the  avowed  champion  of  Dorrism.  He 
has  chosen  to  connect  himself,  by  the  ties  of  political 
brotherhood,  with  the  men  who,  first  by  fraxid,  and 
secondly  by  force,  attempted  to  subvert  the  govern- 
ment of  his  native  State.  Forsaking  the  sympathies 
and  associations  to  which  he  has  long  been  habituated, 
he  has  joined  himself  to  Benjamin  Cowell,  David 
Pannenter,  John  S.  Harris,  Bun'ington  Anthony,  Wel- 
come B.  Sayles,  Walter  R.  Danforth  and  other 
worthies  of  the  same  school !  This  is  a  "  fixed  fact " — 
which  no  reasoning  can  nullify— no  ingenuity  can  ex- 
plain away — and  no  mask  can  conceal ! 

Mr,  Jackson  may  deny  that  he  is  about  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Dorrites  upon  any  principle  which  ought 
to  render  him  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  Dor- 
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risin.  He  may  claim,  to  be  still  an  "  oiit  and  outer 
Clay  "Whig,"  one  of  the  straitest  of  the  sect.  He 
may  claim  to  be  still  a  stanch  Law  and  Order  man. 
He  may  claim  that  he  has  not  changed  his  opinion  of 
the  invalidity  of  the  people's  constitution.  But  all 
these  claims,  however  ingeniously  set  forth,  will  not 
help  him.  His  fellow  citizens  will  judge  him  by  the 
company  which  he  keeps — by  the  principles  on  which 
he  now  consents  to  stand  as  a  candidate  for  the  chief 
magistracy,  by  the  party  to  which  he  is  now  laboring 
to  confide  the  political  power  of  this  State. 

The  unconditional  liberation  of  Thomas  Wilson 
Dorr  is  the  one  issue  upon  which  Mr.  Charles  Jackson 
and  the  Dorr  Democracy  have  formed  a  coalition,  for 
the  purpose  of  wresting  from  the  Law  and  Order 
party  the  political  power  of  this  State.  This  may  be 
a  single  issue-— but  it  is  an  issue  which  involves,  in  a 
concentrated  form,  all  the  great  principles,  which  we, 
my  fellow  citizens,  have  thus  far  struggled  to  main- 
tain. The  unconditional  liberation  of  ITiomas  Wil- 
son Dorr  is  demanded  by  his  political  friends,  at 
home  and  abroad.  He  refuses  to  accept  of  liberation, 
upon  the  reasonable  and  lenient  conditions  which  the 
State  Las  prescribed.  He  deems  any  conditions  to  be 
incompatible  with  his  honor — to  be  tantamount  to  an 
admission  that  he  has  transgressed  some  law,  and  that, 
in  this  whole  matter,  he  and  not  the  State  has  done 
wrong  !  In  other  words,  he  and  his  partisans  contend 
that  he  has  committed  no  crime  ;  that  he  is  obnoxious 
to  no  reproach,  and  that  he  ought  to  endure  no  pun- 
ishment !  Thus  will  it  be  seen,  that  unconditional 
liberation,  demanded  by  such  men,  for  such  reasons, 
and  with  such  a  spirit,  is  an  issue  which  involves 
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every  important  principle  for  whicli  the  friends  of  Law 
and  Order  have  hitherto  contended.  It  will  be  hard, 
in  this  matter,  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ehode  Island.  The  notion  has  got  abroad, 
that  quite  as  much  care  ought  to  be  taken  of  the 
honor  of  the  State  as  of  the  honor  of  a  State  Prison 
convict — and  that,  come  what  may,  the  sovereignty  of 
the  laws  must  be  upheld,  and  upheld  to  the  very 
last! 

For  the  result  of  the  approaching  election  I  enter- 
tain no  fears.  Effort,  however,  systematic  and  inde- 
fatigable effort,  will  be  needed  to  insure  such  a  ma- 
jority as  will  place  our  cause  out  of  the  reach  of  dan- 
ger hereafter. 

A  better  spirit  never  prevailed  in  this  city ;  and  if 
our  friends  in  the  country  come  up  to  the  work,  as  the 
importance  of  the  work  demands,  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  will  be  rescued  from  the  hands  of  men,  who, 
after  they  had  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  support  it,  in- 
voked the  interposition  of  the  general  government,  in 
order  to  set  it  aside. 

Hereafter  I  may  invite  your  attention  to  a  deliber- 
ate consideration  of  the  consequences  which  would  in- 
evitably result  from  the  success  of  the  Borr  party. 
At  present,  I  will  only  observe,  that  every  man  who  val- 
ues the  prompt,  economical,  intelligent,  and  uncorrupt 
administration  of  civil  and  criminal  justice,  is  deeply 
concerned  not  to  confide  the  political  power  of  the 
State  to  men  who  will  remove  from  office  those  Judges 
who  are  most  worthy  of  the  public  confidence  and  re- 
spect. Should  the  Dorrites  prevail  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  April,  Chief  Justice  Durfee  and  his  as- 
sociates on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  would 
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not  escape  immediate  and  vindictive  proscription. 
Let  tlie  Dorritea  achieve  their  long  sought  for  triumph 
over  the  majesty  of  the  law,  by  the  unconditional  lib- 
eration of  their  now  imprisoned  champion,  and  they 
would  at  once  consummate  their  triumph  and  his,  by 
the  sacrifice  of  the  miuistera  of  the  law. 

A   COKSEEVATIVE. 


PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  MARCH  22,   1845. 


THE    WONDERS    OF    THE    DAT. 


1.  Charles  Jacksow,  who  calls  himself  "a  Wliio' 
member  of  the  Law  and  Order  party,"  has  accepted 
the  nomination  of  "the  Democratic  Eepublican  Con- 
vention," alias  Dorrite  Convention,  alias  "  Liberation 
Convention ! " 

2.  Charles  Jaclison  last  evening  addressed  a  meet- 
ing of  Whigs  at  Masonic  Hall,  convened  at  his  own 
invitation,  and  gave  "  an  exposition  of  his  opinions  as 
a  Whig."  And  yet,  the  Herald  says,  his  nomination 
was  made  without  regard  to  "  party  politics !  " 

3.  Charles  Jackson,  the  nominee  of  "  the  Demo- 
cratic Republican,"  alias  Dorrite  Convention,  yester- 
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day  published  an  address  "  to  the  Whigs  of  Rhode 
Island !  "  In  this  address  he  insists  upon  it  that  he  is 
"  a  true  Whig  and  a  stiff  conservative  ! " 

4.  Charles  Jackson,  the  nominee  of  the  aforesaid 
Democratic  Republican,  alias  Dorrite  Convention, 
more  than  insinuates  that  Albert  C.  Greene,  who  was 
elected  by  Whig  votes  a  Whig  Senator  in  Congress,  is 
a  compromising  politician !  This  is  very  rich,  and 
somewhat  modest  withal ! 

5.  Charles  Jackson  has  associated  himself  with  Par- 
menter,  Harns,  Cowell,  Danforth,  B.  Anthony,  «fec., 
<fec.,  for  the  purpose,  the  palpable  purpose  of  giving 
political  power  to  the  Dorrites,  and  of  breaking  down 
the  Law  and  Order  party.  And  yet  Mr.  Charles 
Jackson  flies  into  heroics,  because  people  "  begin  to 
suspect"  that  he  "has  abandoned  the  conservative 
platform  of  law  and  order  !  "  Vide  his  address  to  the 
Whigs  of  Rhode  Island. 

6.  Charles  Jackson  in  effect  complains  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Law  and  Order  party  has  been  determined 
in  accordance  with  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  that 
party.  He,  it  seems,  cannot  consent  to  be  a  member 
of  a  party,  with  which,  in  regard  to  "  State  politics  " 
he  professes  an  almost  entii'e  agreement ;  -but  he  can 
consent  to  join  himself  to  the  Dorrite  party,  with 
which,  except  in  one  solitary  matter,  he  professes, 
upon  both  national  and  State  politics,  to  have  no 
agreement  at  all ! 

7.  Charles  Jackson  affects  to  be  aggrieved,  because 
he  is  not  a  member  of  the  Law  and  Order  party,  "  for 
the  purposes  of  planning  and  directing  !  "  Admitting 
Mr.  Jackson's  grievance  not  to  bo  imaginary,  how 
does  it  justify  him,  the  champion  of  "  the  conservative 
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principle,"  in  leaving  the  conservative  party  for  the 
radical  ?  What  is  thought  of  a  soldier,  who,  because 
he  is  not  consulted  in  "  planning  and  directing "  a 
campaign,  forthwith  deserts  to  the  enemy's  camp  ? 
And  what  ought  to  be  thought  of  a  public  man,  as- 
piring to  the  post  of  a  statesman,  for  this  most  paltry 
apology  for  the  abandonment  of  a  great  party  ?  Will 
Mr.  Jackson  tear  down  "the  conservative  platform  of 
Law  and  Order,"  simply  because  he  cannot  obtain  a 
high  seat  upon  it  ?  Will  he  quit  the  serene  heights 
of  Law  and  Order,  and  gravitate  to  the  low  levels  of 
Donism,  for  the  purpose  of  being  engaged  in  the  sub- 
lime mysteries  of  "planning and  directing"  the  policy 
of  a  political  party  ?  If  this  be  his  taste,  if  this  be 
his  ambition,  if  this  be  his  purpose — why  then  "let 
him  go," — he  will  go  to  "his  own  place ! " 

Charles  Jackson,  in  his  address,  says,  "the  olive 
branch  is  now  tendered  to  us  by  the  democratic  party," 
alias  the  Dorrite  party.  Does  he,  in  his  heart,  believe 
that  the  DoiTites  are  sincere?  Does  he  hope  that 
any  man,  or  woman  or  child,  in  any  town  where  "the 
schoolmaster  is  abroad,"  will  be  imposed  upon  by  such 
twattle  ?  "  The  olive  branch  "  indeed  !  Upon  what 
terms  is  it  tendered  ?  Confide,  say  the  Dorrites  all  the 
political  power  of  the  State  to  us ;  elect  Charles  Jack- 
son Governor ;  liberate  Thomas  W.  Dorr  upon  such 
conditions  as  may  be  congenial  to  his  sense  of  honor ; 
allow  us  to  legislate  for  you ;  to  appoint  your  Judges ; 
to  execute  your  laws  ;  to  administer  your  constitution, 
and  all  shall  be  well ;  the  tempest  which  has  agitated 
us  will  be  hushed ;  the  lion  will  lie  down  with  the 
lamb;  and,  under  the  new  dynasty  of  Dorrism,  a  day 
of  millennial  peace  and  glory  will  dawn  upon  the 
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State.  This  is  virtually  the  gentle  language  of  Mr. 
Charles  Jackson  and  Lis  new  confederates.  Mr.  Jack- 
son deceives  himself;  he  cannot  deceive  others.  It  is 
not  for  him  to  govera,  and  guide,  and  melt  into  tender- 
ness and  love,  the  rude  and  rebellious  spirits,  with  whom 
he  has  entered  into  communion.  They  may  consent  to 
follow  him  to  victory,  but,  after  the  victory  be  won ; 
he  must  follow  them,  and  to  a  lower  and  a  yet  lower 
deep.  It  is  not  for  him,  with  all  his  boasted  specula- 
tive conservatism,  to  put  a  hook  into  the  nose  of  that 
leviathan.  He  may  nestle  under  its  side,  and  he  may 
mount  upon  its  back,  but  it  belongs  not  to  him  to 
tame  the  monster.  It  will,  in  spite  of  him,  prove  true 
to  the  instincts  of  its  own  nature. 

Charles  Jackson  puts  himself  before  the  electors  of 
this  State,  as  the  great  apostle  of  "  the  pacification  of 
the  State."  And  yet,  he  allows  himself  to  be  used, 
aye,  used — that  is  the  very  word — by  a  party  which 
has  made  open  war  upon  the  government  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  which,  till  the  nomination  of  the  great 
Pacificator,  kept  open,  by  night  and  by  day,  in  town 
and  in  country,  in  business  and  in  pleasure,  the  foun- 
tains of  political  and  social  bitterness. 

Charles  Jackson  addresses  "  the  religious  men  of  the 
State."  He  quotes  the  language  of  Scripture — and  he 
commends  to  their  observance  the  command  of  our 
Savior — "  Love  one  another."  All  this  is  well.  Let 
us  love  our  enemies,  and  forgive  them,  too,  as  we  hope 
to  be  forgiven.  This,  however,  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  love  their  iniquities— or  why,  before  they  have 
shown  a  solitary  sign  of  sincere  penitence,  wo  should 
take  them  to  our  confidence  and  to  our  hearts — or 
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give  them  the  power  to  oppress  us — and  that  without 
remedy. 

Finally.  I  am  compelled  to  the  belief,  by  a  review 
of  all  these  "  wonders  of  the  day,"  that  Mr.  Jackson 
cannot  make  out  a  good  case  for  himself.  As  a  "Whig, 
he  was  bound  not  to  connect  himself  with  the  bit- 
terest opponents  of  the  "VVhigs.  As  a  Law  and  Order 
man,  he  was  bound  not  to  become  the  leader  of  the 
Dorrites,  the  inveterate  antagonists  of  Law  and  Or- 
der. As  the  Pacificator  of  the  State,  he  was  bound 
not  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  only  party 
which  ever  made  war  upon  the  State. 

Varmum. 


PEOVIDBNCE  JOUKNAL,  MAECH  20,  184B. 


TO   CHARLES   JACKSON,    ESQ. 

so.  I. 


Some  four  weeks  ago,  the  organs  of  Dorrism  in  this 
State,  published  a  call  for  a  Convention  to  nominate  a 
ticket  for  State  officers,  to  be  supported  by  that  jaco- 
bin party  at  the  ensuing  election.  Since  then,  we  have 
been  informed  through   various   channels,    that    the 
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usual  party  discussions  were  to  be  merged  in  one,  and 
that,  the  unconditional  liberation  of  Dorr.  To  ac- 
complish this  purpose,  it  was  deemed  most  expedient 
to  select  a  candidate  for  Governor  (if  he  could  be 
found,)  among  those  who  had  been  conspicuous  in 
maintaining  the  principles  of  the  Law  and  Order 
party.  It  was  a  novel  and  a  bold  proposition,  and 
one  which  we  did  not  believe  could  be  entertained  by 
any  one  who  regarded  the  laws  of  self  respect. 

Before  the  Convention  assembled,  rumor  was  busy 
with  her  thousand  tongues,  and  she  designated  Charles 
.  Jackson,  Esq.,  as  the  gentleman  who  would  be  honored 
by  that  august  body  as  the  Borr  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor. As  one  of  your  friends,  I  regretted  that  such 
a  slander  was  in  circulation,  and  thought  that  it  was  a 
duty  which  you  owed  yourself,  to  aiTest  the  charge. 
I  had  never  learned  that  Charles  Jackson,  either  by 
education  or  by  his  declared  opinions,  or  by  his  votes, 
in  or  out  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  a  Dorrite.  I 
knew  that  his  associations  would  repel  an  alliance 
with  treason,  and  I  supposed  that  he  cherished  no 
sympathy  ,  for  the  traitor.  Subsequent  events,  how- 
ever, have  dispelled  all  doubts,  the  curtain  has  been 
raised,  the  mystery  has  been  solved,  and  there  stands 
the  name  of  Charles  Jackson  ! !  as  the  Doit  candidate 
for  Governor  of  Ehode  Island. 

In  all  periods  of  our  political  history  there  have  oc- 
curred most  astonishing  changes,  among  great  men 
and  among  little  men;  but  this  last  summerset  is 
about  the  queerest  that  history  has  yet  revealed.  The 
Dorr  rebellion  furnished  rich  materials  to  bring  out 
the  hidden  talents  of  orators,  wairiors  and  statesmen. 
To  achieve  the  purposes  of  that  noble  enterprise,  were 
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enlisted  the  constitutional  learning  of  Dorr,  and 
Slocum,  and  Wales ;  tLe  heroic  devotion  of  Dispeau 
and  Landei's  ;  the  statesmanship  of  Sayles,  and  Har- 
ris, and  Cowell,  and  Parmenter.  The  deeds  accom- 
plished by  these  distinguished  individuals  in  their  sev- 
eral departments  vrill  pass  on  to  future  generations, 
and  the  reader  in  the  next  century  vpill  look  back  with 
mingled  feelings  of  wonder  and  pride,  that  so  much 
moral,  political  and  military  glory  dawned  and  flour- 
ished in  the  little  domain  of  Rhode  Island.  And 
while  engaged  in  this  study,  he  will  observe  that  the 
chief  conspirator  against  the  government  in  the  year 
1842,  was  indicted,  tried,  found  guilty  and  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  life,  for  the  crime  of  treason.  A 
most  righteous  sentence  he  will  exclaim,  and  honor  to 
all  those  men  who  revered  the  laws  and  resolved  that 
they  should  be  maintained  and  vindicated.  Fidelity 
here  will  command  a  sentiment  of  admiration  and 
gratitude,  as  enduring  as  the  page  on  which  the  deeds 
are  written.  But  how  great  will  be  his  surprise,  when 
he  learus  that  one  of  the  most  prominent  against 
Dorr  and  his  principles,  in  the  year  1845,  by  some 
legerdemain,  accepted  a  nomination  for  Grovemor  from 
the  very  pai-ty  against  whom  he  had  for  years  been 
directing  his  batteries.  And  yet  this  is  none  other 
than  Mr.  Charles  Jackson. 

This  then  is  your  position,  assumed  with  all  delib- 
eration, with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  consequences 
flowing  from  it,  and  yet  embraced  with  as  much  self 
possession  and  calm  confidence  as  if  it  were  one  of  the 
noblest  acts  which  can  adorn  the  political  life  of  the 
most  distinguished  statesman. 

"What  has  produced  this  sudden  conversion,  what 
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revelations  may  lie  anticipated  in  tlie  future  of  your 
political  careei'  it  is  not  for  me  at  present  to  record — 
these  shall  be  reserved  for  another  day. 

Meanwhile,  permit  me  to  offer  my  congratulations 
as  you  now  stand  upon  the  very  pinnacle  of  political 
glory — the  observed  of  all  observers,  inspiring  the  ad- 
miration of  your  old  friends  at  the  successfiil  termina- 
tion of  the  bargain,  and  at  the  same  time  calling  down 
a  stronger  feeling  of  indignation  than  has  been  usually 
expressed  towards  any  individual  even  of  your  ac- 
knowledged talent.  And  is  it  strange  that  public 
opinion  is  heard  uttering  in  full  and  withering  tones 
its  condemnatory  voice  ?  A  leader  in  the  councils  of 
the  State,  intrusted  with  her  secrets,  imparting  an  en- 
ergy to  all  her  deliberations,  prompt  to  vindicate  the 
majesty  of  law,  and  foremost  in  the  purpose  to  aiTest 
and  punish  her  most  determined  enemy,  his  voice,  his 
arm,  his  vote,  each  in  its  turn  and  in  its  place  assert- 
ing the  sacred  principles  of  genuine  freedom,  express- 
ing the  most  sovereign  contempt  for  Dorr  and  his  fol- 
lowers and  spuming  all  propositions  designed  to  give 
him  succor,  this  is  the  man  who  now  courts  the  smiles 
of  the  felon  whom  he  has  helped  to  brand  with  de- 
served infamy.  If,  however,  Mr.  Jackson  is  gratified 
with  his  present  position,  I  care  not  to  complain,  and 
yet  I  feel  just  like  showing  him  up  to  the  admiring 
gaze  of  his  fellow  citizens.  It  is  not  just  that  so  rich  a 
subject  for  dissection  should  not  have  the  knife  in- 
serted, that  we  may  learn,  if  possible,  what  peculiar 
disease  is  upon  him,  and  how  his  intellect  has  become 
so  clouded.  ,.  r, 

UXE    or   THE   i'EOPLE. 
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PEOVIDESCE   JOFRiTAL,  MARCH  25,  ' 


TO    CHARLES   JACKSON,    ESQ. 

KO.  IL 


The  curiosity  of  the  public  is  not  a  little  excited  to 
learn  the  time,  the  place,  and  the  company  present, 
when  you  resolved  to  commit  political  suicide.  The 
terms  of  the  bargain  must  have  been  very  captivating, 
or  else  yonr  vanity  led  you  on  without  regard  to  the 
consequences.  And  this  supposition  may  be  more  ehai'- 
itable  than  ti'ue,  for  one  can  hardly  conceive  that  van- 
ity alone,  vi^ould  impel  a  man  into  the  very  pit  of 
that  radicalism  which  he  has  so  often  described  as  the 
origin  of  all  the  political  evils  which  have  visited  the 
State  and  Nation.  But  the  day  and  the  hour  of  yonr 
conversion,  when  was  it,  and  whose  were  the  fortu- 
nate ears  that  heard  the  first  sounds  of  awakening 
life,  Cowell's  or  Pavraenter's  !  It  must  have  been  a 
most  interesting  meeting  when  you  doffed  the  Al- 
gerine  and  put  on  the  Dorr  cap,  and  I  know  not  the 
man  in  this  community  who  will  wear  it  with  quite  so 
cool  a  face  as  Mr.  Charles  Jackson.  It  seems  to  be- 
come him  and  suit  him  to  a  chann,  and  the  only  won- 
der is,  that  it  was  not  put  on  a  yeai'  ago,  before  this 
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Dorrism  had  met  with  so  many  disasters.  Neverthe- 
less, there  are  symptoms  in  your  letter  which  convey 
the  impression  that  you  are  not  satisfied  with  your 
position.  You  say  to  these  agitators,  that  you  have 
not  altered  any  opinion  heretofore  entei'tained  upon 
State  or  National  politics ;  nor  do  you  feel  obliged  to 
abandon  those  opinions  by  accepting  the  nomination. 

Let  ns  examine  into  this  matter  and'  then  we  can 
the  better  determine  the  value  of  that  man's  honor 
who  piofesses  to  be  a  Whig  and  a  Law  and  Order  ad- 
vocate, when  he  has  enlisted  in  the  company  of  trai- 
tors and  disorganizers.  As  I  understand  the  doctrines 
of  the  Whig  party,  their  tendency  is,  to  preserve  and 
maintain  a  conservative  influence  in  politics,  and 
always  to  revere  the  majesty  of  law.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble that  elements  so  adverse,  can  be  cherished  within 
the  same  bosom.  You  are  not  a  Whig  if  you  are  a 
Dorrite,  nor  if  a  Don'ite,  can  you  be  a  Whig.  The 
one  or  the  other  class  of  opinions  must  prevail,  and 
between  these,  no  xmion  can  be  formed.  When,  there- 
fore, you  choose  to  call  yourself  a  Whig,  permit  me  to 
add,  that  you  and  I  attach  a  very  different  meaning  to 
that  term.  A  Whig  and  yet  a  Dorrite!  Hold  him 
up  to  the  gaze  of  the  gaping  m^lltitude  and  they  will 
exclaim  at  the  facility  with  which  he  assumes  his 
chameleon  shape,  and  ask  in  what  region  of  the  globe 
such  a  production  was  reared,  and  how  many  years  of 
toil  and  anxious  watchfulness  have  been  expended 
upon  his  education. 

But  you  may  whisper  in  the  ear  of  your  former 
political  associates,  oh !  I  have  not  departed  and  do 
not  mean  to  depart  from  a  single  point  of  my  Whig 
faith— it  is  as  dear  to  me  now  as  when  I  advocated  the 
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election  of  Henry  Clay,  and  not  for  all  tlie  honors  or 
emoluments  of  office,  would  I  barter  those  principles. 
Very  well,  then  these  Dorrites  are  most  consummate 
fools  if  they  vote  for  you.  Just  turn  over  the  leaf  of 
our  experience  in  Khode  Island  and  observe  how  you 
were  affected  in  1842.  Take  that  memorable  act, 
called  the  Algerine  Law.  You  were  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  when  it  was  passed,  and  was  in 
favor  of  its  passage,  and  have  sanctioned  the  proceed- 
ings under  it.  You  were  in  arms  against  the  Dorr 
rebels,  and  under  similar  circumstances,  I  presume  you 
would  enlist  again.  Eveiy  measure  recommended  and 
pursued  by  the  party,  received,  so  far  as  I  know,  your 
approbation,  and  yet,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the 
facts  and  a  most  explicit  avowal  in  your  letter  that 
your  oijinions  have  undergone  no  change,  still  you 
solicit  the  suffrages  of  a  party  to  which  you  have  al- 
ways turned  the  cold  shoulder.  Will  they  be  soft 
enough  to  swallow  such  gammon  ?  Ye  Dispeaus  and 
the  brave  warriors  of  Federal  and  Acote's  Hill — ye 
Sloeums  and  all  ye  expounders  of  Constitutional  Law, 
from  Parmenter  down  to  Cowell— ye  highway  rob- 
bers and  ye  plunderers  of  cannon  and  powder,  cast 
your  votes  for  a  man  who  asserts  that  you  have  every 
one  of  you  committed  the  crime  of  treason  and  are 
amenable  to  the  law,  and  those  of  you  who  have  been 
convicted,  have  been  most  jtistly  condemned !  And 
the  sainted  Dorr  too,  he  the  patriot,  the  martyr,  the 
jewel  of  democracy,  the  persecuted  and  the  outraged, 
he  too  wasting  his  life  in  the  companionship  of  felons, 
shut  out  from  the  free  air  of  Heaven,  incarcerated  in 
a  dungeon,  painting  fans  and  earning  something  for 
the  State,  which  he  never  did  for  himself— the  pure 
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and  iacorniptible  Dorr,  I  Charles  Jackson,  in  tlie  face 
of  the  whole  Dorr  party,  under  my  own  hand,  and 
with  all  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to  my  name, 
here  proclaim  in  this  my  letter  to  "Ariel  Ballon,  Esq., 
President,  &c.,"  that  not  an  act  of  the  party  from  its 
inception,  through  all  its  progress,  up  to  the  hour  of 
its  retreat  on  Acote's  Hill,  not  one  of  all  its  follies 
and  its  crimes  but  have  received  and  do  now  receive 
my  most  cordial  detestation.  And  yet  gentlemen, 
with  this  insulting  language,  with  this  stinging  re- 
buke, with  this  "out  and  out"  declaration  of  my  ab- 
horrence of  you  and  the  cause  you  espouse,  I  know 
that  you  will  all  give  me  your  votes  for  Governor. 
And  why — because  "  a  new  question  is  now  presented." 
And  pray  what  is  this  new  question  ?  If  Mr.  Jack- 
son had  not  stated  what  it  was  in  his  letter,  most  peo- 
ple would  have  been  extremely  puzzled  to  know  what 
the  new  question  is.  We  should  have  been  tempted 
to  open  the  door  of  oui'  library  and  take  from  the 
shelf  the  immortal  work  of  Slocum  on  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  there  we  should  have  read  the  celebrated 
question — ^"  if  the  soveri«.nity  don't  reside  in  the  peo- 
ple, pray  where  does  it  reside  ? "  This,  however,  as  we 
all  know,  is  an  old  question,  which  has  addled  the 
brains  of  philosophers  and  statesmen  for  centuries,  and 
none  could  solve  it  but  the  distinguished  Slocum. 
The  new  question  to  which  Mr,  Jackson  refers  is  of 
quite  a  different  cast — "  the  unconditional  liberation  of 
Mr.  (not  Governor)  Dorr,  and  his  restoration  to  the 
rights  of  a  citizen."  We  will  dispose  of  this  new 
question  in  a  future  number. 

One  of  the  People. 
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PBOVIDBNCB  JOURNAL,   MARCH  26,   18*5. 


TO    CHARLES    JACK  SOX     ESQ. 

NO.  III. 


On  the  31st  day  of  October,  1844,  "An  Address  to 
the  People  of  the  United  States  "  was  published,  the 
object  of  which  is,  to  correct  the  gross  falsehoods  cir- 
culated in  other  States  against  the  people  and  govern- 
ment of  Ehode  Island.  Two  paragraphs  in  this 
pamphlet  deserve  your  especial  consideration  : 

"Thomas  "W.  Dorr  was  convicted,  not  under  the 
'  Algerine  Act,'  as  it  has  been  called,  but  under  the 
act  of  1838,  for  levying  war  against  the  State,  he  has 
been  sent  to  the  State  Prison  in  pursuance  of  tlie  same 
law  ;  and  there  he  remains  with  no  discnmination  of 
treatment  from  that  of  the  other  prisoners," 

Again — ■"  When  it  is  considered  that  the  crime  of 
High  Treason  is  the  greatest  crime  which  can  be  com- 
mitted against  society,  and  that  it  was  committed  by 
the  levying  of  war  against  Rhode  Island,  when  there 
was  no  pretext  which  could  palliate  it,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  suffrage  had  been  offered  and  rejected,  and  an- 
other act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed  with  a  view 
to  the  same  object,  we  hope,  if  there  is  to  be  any 
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sympathy  among  the  citizens  of  other  States  in  rela- 
tion to  the  troubles  in  Rhode  Island,  that  it  will  he  a 
sympathy  for  violated  law,  and  a  suffering  community, 
and  not  for  those  who  are  receiving  the  punishment 
which  the  law  has  provided  for  their  offences." 

Among  the  signatures  to  this  valuable  Address  is 
that  of  Charles  Jackson.  So  then,  it  seems,  as  late  as 
October,  you  deemed  it  wise  to  expend  sympathy 
upon  violated  law  and  a  suffering  community,  rather 
than  upon  him  who  was  receiving  that  punishment 
which  his  offense  so  richly  meiits.  In  other  words, 
Dorr  had  committed  treason,  and  for  one  you  thought 
his  imprisonment  just,  and  all  sympathy  in  his  behalf 
a  false  and  misplaced  sympathy.  But  this  is  not  all. 
In  yom'  letter,  you  say  that  your  opinion  has  under- 
gone no  change — that  what  you  subscribed  in  Octo- 
ber, 1844,  is  still  your  opinion  in  March,  1845.  Then 
let  me  ask  you  to  reconcile  these  statements,  for  they 
are  as  wide  as  the  poles  asunder.  If  I  can  compre- 
hend the  meaning  of  your  letter,  in  one  portion  you 
distinctly  avow  that  your  opinions  are  the  same  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  pamphlet,  and  in  another  portion  you 
state  just  as  explicitly  that  they  are  not  the  same.  In 
one  or  the  other  you  have  played  false,  or  perhaps 
charity,  which  you  know  is  a  cloak  covering  a  multi- 
tude of  sins,  would  suggest  that  it  was  very  con- 
venient to  avow  the  sentiment  in  October,  because 
nobody  would  recollect  it  in  March.  But  we  have  the 
name  in  both  instances  and  you  cannot  retreat  behind 
that  masked  battery.  Stand  up  then  like  a  con- 
demned politician,  and  plead  guilty  to  the  fraud — is 
that  term  misapplied  in  this  connection  l 

But  the  "new  question,"  let  us  look  at  that,  and  if 
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I  am  not  mistaken,  it  is  worse  for  you  tlian  tlie  other 
point  we  have  been  considering.  The  unconditional 
liberation  of  Doit  and  his  restoration  to  the  rights, 
that  is  your  word,  of  a  citizen,  this  is  the  "  new  ques- 
tion "  presented  to  the  people  of  this  State.  By  the 
use  of  the  term,  new  question,  one  must  infer  that  it 
is  just  sprang  upon  us,  and  for  the  first  time  now  agi- 
tated. But  Mr.  Jackson,  pause  for  a  moment,  and  re- 
flect how  deceptive  this  language  is — a  new  ques- 
tion !  Have  not  the  columns  of  the  Dorr  newspapers 
and  the  mouths  of  the  Don"  orators,  not  only  in  Khode 
Island,  but  in  every  State  in  the  Union  where  politi- 
cal capital  could  be  manufactured,  have  they  not  one 
and  all,  kept  up  an  unceasing  cry  for  the  uncondi- 
tional liberation  of  Dorr  ?  Have  not  some  of  these 
very  oratoi-s,  and  most  of  the  "  loafers "  been  living 
for  the  last  nine  months  upon  Dorr  liberation  stock  ? 
Have  they  not  at  all  their  public  meetings,  from  the 
day  of  his  imprisonment  to  this  hour,  passed  resolu- 
tions upon  this  subject,  and  circulated  statements 
which,  in  the  pamphlet  I  have  quoted,  you  denomi- 
nated "  the  grossest  falsehoods?"  And  yet,  with  all 
these  facts,  you  talk  about  a  "new  question,"  and 
upon  that  issue  appeal  to  these  Dorr  men  for  their 
suffrages !  If  this  is  not  political  audacity,  where 
will  you  iind  it  ? 

As  yet  I  have  alluded  only  to  the  first  branch  of 
"the  new  question;"  with  the  unconditional  liberar 
tion  of  DoiT  you  couple  his  restoration  to  the  rights 
of  a  citizen.  Educated  as  a  lawyer,  I  am  surprised 
to  see  this  term  in  your  letter.  He  is  entitled  to  the 
same  rights,  under  certain  circumstances,  as  every 
other  citizen,  among  which  are  the  protection  of  per- 
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son  and  property,  but  your  allusion  is  of  quite  a  dif- 
ferent meaning,-  The  restoration  of  his  oath,  of  his 
liberty  and  the  privileges  of  an  elector — these  are  the 
"  rights  "  which  you  demand,  and  which  you  have  bar- 
gained to  restore.  These  are  privileges  conferred  upon 
every  citizen  who  has  not  forfeited  them  by  the  com- 
mission of  crime.  It  is  the  crime  which  has  taken  them 
from  Dorr,  because  the  statute  makes  such  provision 
as  a  part  of  the  penalty ;  if  it  did  not,  it  would  be  a 
very  singular  omission.  He  is  then  deprived  of  no 
rights  of  which  all  other  felons  are  not  deprived,  and 
why  not  manifest  the  same  sympathy  towards  them? 
Besides  this  you  very  well  know  that  Don-  can  walk  out 
of  the  prison  whenever  his  dogged  obstinacy  permits, 
and  so  far  as  his  freedom  is  concerned,  he  cannot  feel 
much  solicitude,  or  he  would  have  availed  himself  of 
the  clemency  of  the  government,  months  ago.  It  is  a 
new  feature  in  modern  philanthropy,  that  when  a  man 
has  committed  the  highest  crime  against  society,  and 
been  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  life,  that  when  he 
is  released  he  must  be  I'estored  to  all  the  privileges  of 
a  citizen  before  he  condescends  to  ask  the  boon.  If 
this  is  the  doctrine,  why  not  deal  liberally  with  all 
other  criminals,  and  by  and  by  abolish  every  statute 
against  ci-ime  because  they  restrain  human  liberty.  I 
know  the  reply  you  would  make  to  this  question,  but 
it  seems  to  rae  to  be  a  distinction  without  a  difference. 
A  political  offense  you  contend  ought  to  be  over- 
looked, because,  after  all,  it  is  a  mere  difference  of 
opinion,  and  it  is  punishing  one  for  the  sake  of  opin- 
ion. If  this  be  sound  doctrine,  then  there  is  no 
security  for  government,  and  if  so,  where  is  the  secu- 
rity of  person  and  property  ?     It  may  be  the  opinion 
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of  some  libertine  that  be  lias  a  right  to  violate  your 
domestic  circle,  or  apply  the  torch  to  your  dwelling, 
but  if  it  be  proved  that  he  had  always  eutei-tained  the 
opinion  that  such  acts  could  be  perpetrated  without 
adequate  punishment,  he  falls  back  upon  his  opinion, 
and  society  has  no  redress. 

To  argue  this  point  at  length,  would  lead  me  from 
my  present  purpose,  and  I  will  only  beg  you  to  recol- 
lect, that  when  you  express  so  much  solicitude  for  the 
liberty  and  "  rights  "  of  Borr,  you  will  also  recollect, 
that  the  crime  of  which  he  is  guilty  is  the  fruit  of  al- 
most every  other  ciime,  and  it  is  not  his  fault  that  the 
very  worst  were  not  visited  upon  the  State,  For  one 
I  rejoice  that  I  have  none  of  this  mawkish  sensibility 
for  Dorr,  and  I  trust  that  there  is  yet  fortitude  and 
stability  enough  In  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  to  bear 
up  against  the  external  and  internal  pressure  which  is 
now  enlisted  in  his  behalf.  If  there  has  been  a  period 
when  we  were  bound  by  every  consideration  of  patri- 
otism, and  every  suggestion  of  policy,  and  eveiy  senti- 
ment of  dignity,  to  maintain  the  position  which  the 
General  Assembly  has  taken,  now  is  the  period.  The 
honor  of  the  State  is  not  yet  confided  to  your  coun- 
sels, and  for  one, 'I  pray  that  it  may  never  fall  into 
such  treacherous  arms.  q^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
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PBOVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  MAECH  31,  1843, 


TO   CHARLES  JACKSON,   ESQ. 

NO.  IV. 


It  yom-  nomination  has  effected  no  other  object,  it 
has  certainly  placed  you  upon  an  eminence  of  notoriety 
such  as  few  men  have  attained  in  one  short  week.  A 
private  citiaen,  enjoying  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  neighbors,  you  have  suddenly  emerged  from  the 
shades  of  retirement,  and  thrown  the  political  caul- 
dron into  such  a  tempest  that  most  of  us  look  on  with 
feelings  of  mingled  wonder  and  resentment,  and  are 
led  to  exclaim  at  your  rare  talent  for  swallowing  the 
dose  which  some  one  more  artful  than  yourself  had 
prepared.  When  it  was  first  swallowed,  it  seems  not 
to  have  produced  the  effects  which  subsequent  trick- 
ery has  accomplished.  At  one  time,  there  were 
strong  indications  that  the  symptoms  of  the  disease 
were  more  favorable,  and  some  imagined  that  you 
would  escape  the  infliction  of  that  pain  which  Dor- 
rism  and  treachery  are  sure  to  produce  upon  the  un- 
fortunate subject.  Anxious  days,  and,  if  reports  be 
true,  anxious  nights,  were  passed  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pended animation,  and  for  a   time  it  was  doubtful 
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whetbei"  the  complaint  would  be  firmly 
whether  you  would  reject  the  poison  which  had  been 
mixed  for  your  political  palate.  A  council  of  dis- 
tinguished physicians  was  summoned,  and  after  feel- 
ing your  pulse,  and  promising  some  sugar  plums  if 
you  wonld  be  pei'suaded  to  take  the  whole  dose,  your 
objections  were  surmounted,  and  you  are  now  reported 
as  having  the  Dorr  distemper  in  all  its  malignity. 

Well,  if  you  feel  joyous  in  such  an  embrace,  I  know 
not  the  man  who  is  jealous  of  your  position.  True 
the  digestive  organs  have  had  an  unusual  amount  of 
food  to  grind,  and  of  a  quality  too  that  would  create 
a  nausea  upon  the  stomach  of  most  politicians ;  but 
some  how  or  other,  you  have  survived  it  all,  and  now 
staud  up  as  the  idol  of  Dorr  democracy.  The  wor- 
shippers of  that  pestilential  god,  if  report  be  true,  do 
not  all  accept  you  as  the  pure  divinity.  With  averted 
eye,  and  determined  piirpose,  they  say  they  will  not 
bow  down  and  worship  the  unclean  thing.  It  was 
formed  in  iniquity  and  treachery,  and  none  can  pay  it 
homage  who  revere  qualities  of  the  martyr  Dorr. 
Among  those  who  rebel,  I  will  mention  the  name  of 
the  virtuous  and  honored  Parmenter,  From  his 
patriotic  lips  have  been  heard  expressions  of  the  most 
determined  hostility,  and  all  the  industry  and  legal 
acumen  of  Cowell  have  been  tasked  to  induce  him  to 
take  the  stump  for  Jackson.  But  Parmenter  has  not 
yet  restrained  the  utterance  of  his  indignant  rebuke — 
he  says  that  the  nomination  of  Jackson  is  an  outrage 
upon  the  party — that  when  it  was  first  lisped  by 
Cowell,  he  forewarned  his  associates  of  the  dangers 
which  beset  their  path,  and  that  with  a  renegade  as  a 
candidate,  in  one  short  month  they  would  look  about 
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for  the  Dorr  party  and  it  wouldn't  be  found.  In  one 
of  his  most  eloquent  passages,  Parmenter  exclaimed — 
"  What  think  you  Charles  Jackson  cares  about  the  lib- 
eration of  our  martyr  Governor — didn't  he  stand 
among  the  foremost  of  persecutors,  and  have  you  ever 
heard  his  voice  raised  for  liberation,  or  did  you  ever 
learn  that  he  was  a  subscriber  for  liberation  stock  ? 
If  you  hug  him  to  your  bosom  he  will  sting  you  to 
the  very  death."  But  not  Parmenter  alone  in  this  for- 
midable opposition  ;  there  is  Willard,  who  bad  his  eye 
upon  the  Gubernatorial  honors,  and  he  has  yet  to 
learn  why  his  eminent  services  to  the  faction  are  post- 
poned ;  although  he  now  stands  indicted  for  treason, 
he  has  yet  to  learn  why  the  name  of  Charles  Jackson 
is  prefeiTed  before  his. 

Surrounded  by  such  difficulties,  apprehensive  that 
the  perilous  voyage  upon  which  you  had  embarked 
might  terminate  in  hopeless  shipwreck,  or  that  the 
virtuous  crew  would  turn  mutineers  before  you  reach 
the  port  of  destination,  you  summoned  them  on  the 
peaceful  Sabbath,  to  sign  new  articles.  The  condi- 
tions have  been  fixed,  the  bond  has  been  executed, 
and  your  sails  are  once  more  unfurled  to  the  popular 
breeze.  I  am  no  Yankee  if  you  don't  catch  a  Tartar 
before  the  voyage  is  terminated. 

But  after  all,  was  ever  man  who  pretended  to  be  a 
decent  man  more  beautifully  hoaxed  ?  What  charms 
has  the  office  of  Governor  that  you  have  sacrificed  so 
much  to  obtain  it  ?  One  can  hardly  suppose  that  you 
have  been  the  pliant  instrument  in  other  hands,  by 
which  they  might  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  the 
Law  and  Order  party,  and  yet  circumstances  which 
have  transpired  since  your  nomination  justify  the  con- 


.^y  Google 


462  WETTINGS   or   WILLIAM   6.    GODDAED. 

elusion.  Only  think  of  it — "an  out  and  out  Clay 
man,"  and  be  it  remembered,  he  is  not  alone  of  that 
class  of  politicians,  for  there  is  more  than  one  "  out 
and  out  Clay  man  "  who  is  combined  with  you.  Only 
think,  I  say,  of  such  a  man  negotiating  with  the 
fiercest  Dorrites  within  our  borders.  Whatever  of 
sincerity  there  may  be  m  this  bold  movement,  let  the 
parties  concerned  share  the  undivided  honors  and  the 
unmitigated  disgrace.  In  pursuit  of  such  a  bawble,  and 
with  such  daring  effrontery,  let  not  Mr.  Charles  Jack- 
son, or  any  other  of  his  political  associates,  arrange 
themselves  as  the  apostles  of  the  Whig  creed.  I  call 
for  other  evidence  of  apostleship  than  the  passion  for 
official  prefei-ment.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  he  is  im- 
bued with  Whig  pnnciples,  who  deserts  to  the  camp 
of  the  enemy  in  the  hour  of  trial  or  of  peril,  and 
treats  with  that  enemy  to  leap  over  the  bounds  which 
the  conservative  principle  had  erected,  and  thus  de- 
stroy the  muniments  of  the  constitution.  If  there  is 
one  feature  above  all  others  distinguishing  a  true 
Whig,  it  is  his  unflinching  devotion  to  Law  ond  Or- 
der. If  he  is  possessed  of  the  true  spirit,  he  will 
spurn  all  alliance  with  treason  and  with  traitors  as  he 
would  the  sting  of  an  asp.  Can  there  be  communion 
or  fellowship,  no  matter  on  what  sectional  object,  with 
such  an  enemy.  Negotiate  with  him,  sink  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  State ;  erase  from  the  statute  book 
wholesome  laws ;  acknowledge  that  you  have  been 
wrong  when  you  feel  conscious  that  you  have  done 
right,  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  for  an  office,  a 
title,  a  name  ; — bargain  and  sell  your  reputation  and 
keep  the  company  of  men  whom  at  heart  you  despise, 
— is  this  what  is  meant  by  "  an  out  and  out  Whig  ? " 


.^y  Google 


CHARLES   .TACKSON,    ESQ.  463 

Of  that  communion  I  am  not  a  member,  and  so  far  as 
appearances  indicate,  the  Whig  party  in  Rhode  Island 
spurns  the  alliance.  The  lion  is  not  yet  ready  to  lie 
down  with  the  wolf,  much  less  with  the  woodchuck. 
Ome  of  the  People. 


PROVIDBlrCE  JOURNAL,  MARCH  i 


BRIEF  QUESTIONS  ADDRESSED   TO   CHARLES 
JACKSON,   ESQ. 


1.  You  declare  yourself  to  be  "a  true  Whig." 
How,  then,  can  you  consent,  on  a  mere  "  local  issue," 
to  lend  yourself  to  the  Dorrite  faction,  which  em- 
braces within  its  ranks  hardly  a  single  Whig,  which 
goes  for  principles  and  for  measures  to  which  the  great 
Whig  party  of  the  country  has  always  been  opposed ; 
and  which,  for  years,  has  been  conspicuous  for  its  fierce 
hostility  to  every  man  who  bears  the  name  of  Whig? 

2.  In  your  address  to  the  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island, 
you  say  that  "  they  opposed  the  election  of  General 
Greene  to  the  Senate,  because  they  believed  that  one 
of  the  strongest  Whig  States  in  the  Union  ought  to 
be  represented  by  uncompromising  Whigs."      How, 
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then,  can  you  reconcile  it  to  your  political  conscience, 
to  your  "  out  and  out  Wliiggism,"  to  form  a  coalition 
with  the  Dorrites,  the  practical  and  inevitable  effect  of 
which  coalition  will  he  the  triumph  of  Locofoeoism  in 
this  "one  of  the  strongest  Whig  States?"  If  you 
think  General  Greene  a  compromising  politician,  for 
supporting  Governor  Francis,  who,  by  the  by,  voted 
throughout  with  the  Whigs,  what  sort  of  a  politician 
must  you  be  thought,  for  the  coalition  which  you  have 
made  with  the  Dorrites,  alias  the  Locofocos  ?  Genei'al 
Greene  compromised  upon  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of 
honor;  you  have  compromised  upon  Hams,  Anthony, 
Cowell,  and  Parmenter  l 

3.  When  you  attempted  to  explain  "your  position 
as  a  Whig"  to  the  assembly  in  Masonic  Hall,  the 
other  evening,  did  you  not  find  some  difficulty  in  ac- 
commodating your  speech  to  your  audience  ?  Were 
you  not  veiy  soon  admonished,  by  the  upturned  faces 
before  you,  that  the  Dorrites,  and  not  the  Whigs,  had 
come  to  the  feast,  and  that  it  would  not  do  for  you  to 
let  out,  in  such  a  presence,  the  exalted  conservatism 
which  you  had  bottled  up  for  the  edification  of  true 
and  high  minded  Whigs  ? 

4.  You  claim  to  be  a  true  Whig  and  a  stanch  Law 
and  Order  man.  Do  you  find  yourself  quite  at  home 
in  your  new  position  ?  Are  your  new  companionships 
suited  to  your  taste  ?  Do  you  not  feel  as  if  some  wild 
centrifugal  force  had  caused  you  to  rush  from  your 
proper  orbit?  Upon  what  themes  do  you  and  your 
DoiTite  confederates  hold  converse  ?  If  you  talk  with 
them  upon  national  politics,  how  can  you  dwell 
together  in  unity  ?  If  you  talk  with  them  concerning 
what  you  are  pleased  to  call  "  local  issues,"  upon  what 
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topics,  save  tte  liberation  of  Dorr,  have  you  a  right 
to  expect  responsive  sympathy  ?  Are  you  not  made 
to  feel  by  the  costive  speech,  by  the  cold  and  decent 
civilities  of  men  who  have  made  up  their  minds  to  use 
you,  in  their  need,  that  you  have  placed  yourself  in  a 
position  where  you  may  command  votes,  but  not  con- 
fidence ;  where  there  is  no  cement  but  the  bond  of  a 
common  selfishness ;  and  where  the  talk  must  be,  not 
of  great  principles  which  both  parties  are  equally  con- 
cerned to  uphold,  but  of  the  spoils  of  that  antici- 
pated victory,  which  both  parties  have  made  such 
costly  sacnfices  to  achieve  ? 

5.  Do  you  believe,  Sir,  that  the  political  power  of 
this  State  may  be  more  safely  entnisted  to  the  Dor- 
rites  than  to  the  Whigs  and  conservatives,  with  whom 
you  have  hitherto  acted  ?  If  you  should  chance  to  be 
chosen  Governor,  are  you  so  veiy  verdant  as  to  flatter 
yourself  that  you  could  control  these  Dorrites?  If 
you  sow  the  wind,  you  must  not  expect  to  escape,  or 
that  others  -will  escape,  the  predicted  doom.  Both 
you  and  others  will  reap  the  whirlwind.  Upon  what 
will  you,  then,  fall  back  ?  Will  you  seek  again  the 
confidence  of  the  Whigs  ?  They  will  repel  your  ad- 
vances with  indignation  and  with  scorn.  Will  you 
endeavor  to  regain  your  position  upon  "the  conserva- 
tive platform  of  Law  and  Order  ? "  You  will  find 
your  place  filled  with  a  ti*ue  man — or  you  will  dis- 
cover, with  humiliation  and  with  shame,  that  this 
sacred  platform  has  been  swept  away  by  the  surges  of 
that  radicalism,  which,  but  for  you,  would  have  raved 
themselves  to  rest !  Itcannot  be  thatthe  barren  titleof 
Governor  would  solace  you,  in  a  season  of  public  ca^ 
lamity,  amid  the  wreck  of  conservative  principles— the 
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decay  of  public  virtue — tlie  instability  and  confusion  of 
all  social  concerns  and  interests  ?  No,  Sir,'tliis  can  never 
be.  The  world  reverences  not  barren  titles,  but  men 
fruitful  in  good  deeds.  Cause  snch  a  season  of  ca- 
lamity to  come  upon  your  native  State,  and  tbat  native 
State  does  not  contain  a  hiU.  which  you  would  not 
then  call  upon  to  cover  you — nor  a  man  of  unforfeited 
honor,  however  humble,  with  whom  you  would  not 
rejoice  to  exchange  places. 


PROVIDENCE  JOTIENAL,   MAECH  31  1845. 


TO  THE  HON.  JAMES  F.  SIMMONS. 


In  your  letter  to  Henry  B.  Anthony,  you  commend 
the  Dorrites  for  "  magnanimously  relinquishing  their 
dangerous  doctrine,  in  order  that  quiet  and  security 
may  be  restored  to  the  community,  and  the  government 
consistently  set  Mr.  Dorr  at  liberty,"  Upon  what 
principles  of  human  action  do  you  think  it  safe  to 
trust  these  men  ?  Have  they,  in  past  times,  shown 
either  sincerity,  or  moderation,  or  good  faith?  If 
upon  the  issue  they  have  made,  they  succeed,  will  they 
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not  claim,  and  rightfully  claim,  that  they  have  tri- 
umphed ?  Will  not  the  majesty  of  the  law  be 
trampled  down  2  Will  not  the  State  be  dishonored  at 
home  and  abroad  ? 

How  can  you  consider  the  question  of  liberation  as 
"  the  main  question "  at  the  approaching  election  ? 
The  mode  in  which  a  State  Prison  convict  shall  be 
liberated  the  main  question  !  Is  it  of  no  practical  im- 
portance whether  the  Law  and  Order  party,  or  the 
Donite  party,  decide  this  question  ?  Is  it  of  no  prac- 
tical importance  which  of  these  two  parties  exercises 
the  political  power  of  Rhotle  Island  ;  makes  her  laws ; 
appoints  her  judges  and  other  magistrates;  lays  and 
appropriates  taxes ;  takes  care  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment and  of  the  interests  of  public  education; 
and  determines  what  shall,  iu  all  matters,  be  the  policy 
of  the  State  'i  Upon  what  principle  of  common  pru- 
dence, do  you  think  it  safe  to  trust  all  these  great  in- 
terests to  the  Dorrites  ? 

By  supporting  Charles  Jackson,  the  Dorrite  candi- 
date, do  you  not,  in  effect,  leud  the  full  weight  of 
your  moral  influence  to  break  down  the  conservative 
party,  and  to  elevate  to  place  and  to  power,  the  radi- 
cal party  of  the  State  ? 

You  say,  you  never  assented  to  the  organization  of 
the  Law.  and  Order  party.  Could  you  have  ruled  the 
Law  and  Order  party,  as  you  once  ruled  the  Whig 
party,  would  you  not  have  been  among  the  last  to 
abandon  it  ? 

Suppose  you  succeed  in  your  efforts  to  break  up 
the  Law  and  Order  party,  can  you,  with  all  your  in- 
genuity, reconstruct,  from  the  fragments,  a  party  which 
can  stem  tlie  onward  tide  of  radicalism  in  this  State  ? 
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The  Dorrites  have  not  abandoned  their  prliieiples — 
but  only  waived  them.  They  never  authorized  the 
late  Convention  to  adopt  the  resolutions  which  you 
and  Mr.  Jackson  seem  to  think  so  very  "magnani- 
mous" and  sincere.  The  next  Convention  which 
comes  fresh  from  the  "  soverinnity,"  will  rescind  those 
resolutions ;  and  they  will,  at  the  same  time,  re-affirm 
all  the  dangei'ous  doctrines,  which,  to  answer  a  tempo- 
rary purpose,  the  late  Convention  found  it  convenient 
to  repudiate  ?  You  are  using  the  Dorrites,  and  the 
Dorrites  are  using  you.  Both  of  you  are  playing  a 
selfish  game.  But  one  of  you  can  win  it.  What,  in 
the  end,  becomes  of  the  rights,  interest  and  honor  of 
Rhode  Island  ? 

You  say  that  "  distinguished  men  abroad  have  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  you  for  Mr.  Dorr's  lelease  upon 
any  tei-ms  compatible  with  our  honor."  Have  you 
ever  been  told  by  any  distinguished  man,  Iiy  any  good 
Whig,  that  the  unconditional  liberation  of  Dorr  could 
be  accomplished,  without  dishonor  to  the  State,  by  a 
party  got  up  specially  foi'  the  purpose  of  breaking 
down  the  Law  and  Order  party,  and  forcing  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  terms  of  unconditional  liberation  ? 
Do  you  suppose  that  there  is  a  man  of  honor  in  the 
country,  of  any  political  party,  who  does  not  con- 
demn the  course  of  Mr.  Jackson  in  accepting  a  nomi- 
nation at  the  hands  of  the  DoiTites,  for  the  purpose  of 
winning  a  triumph  over  the  Law  and  Order  party  ? 
Are  you  aware  how  indignant  is  the  reprobation  with 
which  the  Whigs  abroad  regard  his  conduct  and  yours, 
in  this  unparalleled  transaction  ! 

You  overrate  your  own  power,  or  you  underrate  the 
sagacity  of  youi'  fellow  citizens,  if  you  suppose  that 
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you  can  blind  fhem  to  the  true  iasue.  They  take  a 
very  practical,  common  sense  view  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter. They  know  that  the  Dorrites,  aided,  I  lament  to 
say,  by  Mr.  Jackson,  Governor  Arnold,  Mr.  Samuel  F. 
Man,  and  yourself,  are  struggling  to  wrest  from  the 
Law  and  Order  party,  composed  for  the  most  part,  of 
Whigs,  the  whole  political  power  of  the  Stata  They 
know  that  Mi".  Jackson  was  nominated  in  order  to 
effect  this  purpose.  They  know  of  what  materials  the 
Dorrite  party  is  composed,  and,  without  a  longer  pro- 
bation of  its  sincerity  than  you  seem  to  require,  they 
do  not  wish  to  trust  this  pai-ty  with  power.  Do  you 
think  it  strange  that  your  Whig  friends  feel  more  con- 
fidence in  themselves  than  in  the  Dorrites,  even  though 
Mr.  Charles  Jackson  and  Mr  James  F.  Simmons  may 
become  their  political  endorsers  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
your  Whig  friends  have  tried  the  Law  and  Order 
party,  year  after  year,  and  have  no  reason  to  withdraw 
from  it  their  confidence.  They  are  willing,  at  any 
rate,  to  try  this  party  for  another  year.  Why,  Sir, 
should  you,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  throw 
yourself  into  this  contest,  in  opposition  to  those  who, 
in  all  past  time,  have  delighted  to  honor  you  ?  Are 
not  the  genuine  sympathy  and  confidence  of  the  Law 
and  Order  party  better  than  the  sympathy  and  confi- 
dence of  the  Dorrites  ?  Are  you  ready,  for  the  sake 
of  destroying  the  organization  of  the  Law  and  Order 
party,  to  arm  the  Dorrites  with  the  whole  political 
power  of  the  State  ? 

You,  sir,  may  raise  the  whirlwind,  but  you  may  not 
be  able  either  to  direct  it  or  to  allay  its  fury. 
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PROVIDENCE  JOURNAL,  APRIL  2,  1845. 


LETTER  TO   THE  HON.   JAMES  F.   SIMMONS. 


Sir  : — I  have  read  the  letter  which,  on  Friday  last, 
you  addressed  ostensibly  to  Henry  B.  Anthony,  Esq., 
the  editor  of  that  good  Law  and  Order  paper,  the 
Providence  Journal.  Under  the  shaUow  pretence  of 
defending  yourself  against  the  assault  of  an  humble 
paragraphist,  yon,  a  distinguished  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  seize  an  occasion  to  throw  yourself  into 
the  hot  strife  which  now  agitates  your  native  State. 
No  man  can  mistake,  in  this  matter,  your  real  pur- 
pose. Availing  yourself,  somewhat  adroitly,  of  the 
influence  which  belongs  to  the  character  and  position 
of  the  editor  of  the  Providence  Journal,  you  seek  to 
reach  and  to  change  the  minds  of  the  intelligent  and 
true  hearted  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island.  You  will  fail. 
Sir,  I  venture  to  predict,  you  will  signally  fail,  in  this 
desperate  enterprise  to  coin  political  capital  for  your- 
self, and  to  withdraw  the  Whigs  from  their  hitherto 
unfaltering  allegiance  to  the  principles  and  to  the  cause 
of  Law  and  Order.  I  can  hardly  apply  to  your  letter 
and  to  your  conduct,  that  style  of  decorous  remark 
which,  even  amid  political  contests  the  most  esasper- 
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ated,  it  is  my  aim  to  preserve.  Could  I  detect, 
througliout  the  whole  of  this  elaborate  production, 
one  sign  of  that  "  noble  rage "  which  fires  noble 
bosoms — one  graceful  and  fervid  expression  of  high 
moral  sentiment — one  flash  of  thought  or  of  feeling 
which  told  that  you  were  striving,  not  to  conceal  a 
crafty  intent,  but  to  suppress  strong  passions,  I  should 
welltnow  how  to  pardon  any  error  into  which  a  gen- 
erous vehemence  had  betrayed  you.  But,  when  I  find 
your  letter  to  be  cold,  arid  and  Jesuitical,  full  of  cun- 
ning appeals  to  obsolete  prejudices,  and  of  covert 
thrusts  at  men  whom  you  choose  to  denounce,  because 
you  cannot  govern  them,— when  I  find  you  laboring, 
by  gentle  and  sinister  plausibilities,  to  persuade  the 
Whigs  that  they  may,  without  danger  and  without 
dishonor,  throw  themselves  into  the  embraces  of  the 
Dorrites ;  that  the  monstrous  and  meretricious  union 
between  Whiggism  and  Dorrisra, — a  union  founded 
upon  no  principle,  and  cemented  by  no  bond  but  that 
of  a  common  selfishness,  is  better  for  the  State  than 
the  sober,  legitimate  and  honorable  tie  which  binds 
together  Law  and  Order  Whigs  and  Law  and  Order 
Democrats,  I  cannot  help  shaiing  in  the  general,  and 
the  virtuous  indignation  which  you  have  provoked  in 
the  bosom  of  every  true  and  honorable  man. 

Something  of  noble  grace.  Sir,  yet  lingers  around 
the  ruins  of  our  moral  nature — something  that  makes 
us  hate  selfishness  and  despise  cunning, — something 
that  reminds  us  of  our  relationship  to  higher  beings, 
and  kindles  in  our  hearts  sympathy  for  truth  and  for 
right.  You  seem,  Sir,  to  make  no  account  of  this  ele- 
ment in  our  moral  being, — the  secret  of  all  wide 
moral  influence,  the  inseparable  adjunct  of  all  great 
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and  effective  intellectual  power.  You  seem  to  forget 
that  "winding  and  crooked  courses  are  the  goings  of 
the  serpent,"^that  "  clear  and  round  dealing  is  the 
honor  of  a  man's  nature,  and  that  mixture  of  false- 
hood is  like  alloy,  which  may  make  the  metal  work 
the  better,  "but  it  embaseth  it."  *  Conquer,  Sir,  if  it 
be  not  too  late,  this  perverse  habit  of  your  mind; 
superinduce  upon  your  moi'al  constitution  higher  prin- 
ciples of  action,  or  you  will  miss  the  loftiest  heights 
of  statesmanship;  you  will  be  regarded  as  one  who  is 
"  good  only  in  canvasses  and  factions  ;  "  you  will  live 
in  the  recollections  of  those  who  are  to  come  after 
you,  only  as  an  expert  manager  of  the  politics  of  the 
day! 

Your  acknowledged  intellectual  ability,  your  saga- 
city as  a  party  politician,  and  your  commanding  posi- 
tion as  a  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
entitle  your  counsels,  in  relation  to  our  State  politics, 
to  the  candid  and  respectful  consideration  of  your  fel- 
low citizens.  While  I  thus  cheerfully  recognize  your 
claims  to  he  heard  with  candor  and  attention  by  those 
whom  you  have  so  long  and  so  ably  served,  neither  I 
nor  others  can  yield  such  implicit  deference  to  your 
opinions  as  to  adopt  them,  with  passive  servility,  in 
preference  to  the  opinions  of  men  not  less  wise  and 
thoughtful  than  yourself.  Those  of  your  fellow  citi- 
zens who  compose  an  immense  majority  of  the  Law 
and  Order  party  have  stood  by  you,  in  sunshine  and 
in  storm.  In  the  earlier  stages  of  your  political  life, 
they  looked  to  you  with  a  strong  hope  that  you  would 
not  disappoint  the  brilliant  destinies  which  they  for- 
saw  were  in  reserve  for  you.     They  hailed  your  eleva- 
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tion  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  if  your 
elevation  were,  in  some  sort,  their  triumph.  They 
have  watched,  with  friendly  solicitude,  your  course  aa 
a  Senator,  and  they  have  felt  that  some  portion  of  the 
just  fame  which  you  have  acquired,  in  counsel  and  in 
debate,  was  reflected  upon  themselves.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  another  tie  between  your  political 
friends  and  yourself  sprang  into  being.  Treason  and 
anarchy  menaced  the  State,  and,  like  other  good  citi- 
zens, you  espoused  the  cause  of  Law  and  Order.  Tou 
participated  largely  in  the  formation  of  our  excellent 
constitution.  You  put  forth  your  energies  in  favor  of 
its  adoption  by  the  people.  You  assented,  it  was  al- 
ways thought  till  now,  to  the  organization  of  the  Law 
and  Order  party.  You  have  hitherto  sustained  the 
nominations  of  that  party.  This,  Sir,  was  once  your 
position.  What  is  your  position  now?  I  ask  the 
question  not  without  sorrow.  Your  letter  to  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Journal  furnishes,  to  this  question,  a  signifi- 
cant and  most  intelligible  reply.  Without  giving 
your  friends  a  decent  "  order  of  notice," — without 
asking  their  counsel, — without  an  expression  of  soli- 
tary regret  at  the  severance  of  old  ties  of  political 
brotherhood,  you  have  abandoned  those  who,  through 
evil  and  throngh  good  report,  have  cherished  and  sus- 
tained /ou  ;  and,  what  is  more,  you  have  abandoned 
them  for  the  confidence,  the  sympathy,  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  Dorrites!  I  look  for  you  in  vain,  stand- 
ing side  by  side  with  tried  political  friends,  on  "  the 
conservative  platform,"  giving  to  those  fiiends  counsel, 
and  lending  them  aid.  I  look  for  you  in  vain  among 
those  true  men  who  still  rally  around  that  glorious 
banner  which  they  reared  in  a  season  of  sore  calamity, 
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which,  once  and  again,  tliey  have  followed  to  victory 
— which,  whoever  may  prove  recreant,  they  will  be 
the  last  to  desert !  Where  are  you  now.  Sir  ?  "Where, 
and  with  whom  must  I  expect  to  find  you  ?  Contend- 
ing, side  "by  side,  with  the  Dorrites,  and  under  what- 
soever plausible  pretences  yon  may  seek  to  justify 
your  flagrant  defection,  contending,  in  effect,  to  pros- 
trate the  Law  and  Order  party  in  the  dust,  and  to 
achieve  for  Dorrism  its  long  sought  for  triumph  over 
the  dignity  and  the  laws  of  the  State  !  This,  Sir,  is 
your  position.  It  needs  no  labored  definition — by  no 
flimsy  apology  can  it  be  rescued  from  dishonor  ! 

You  no  longer  attempt  to  shelter  yourself  behind 
convenient  ambiguities  of  language,  which  convey  to 
different  minds  very  different  and  sometimes  opposite 
meanings.  You  no  longer  give  forth  those  dark,  unin- 
telligible intimations  about  your  course,  which,  like 
the  famed  responses  of  the  ancient  oracles,  are  de- 
signed to  be  obscure.  You  stand  forth,  at  last,  the  de- 
clared champion  of  Charles  Jackson,  the  Dorrite  can- 
didate for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  the  avowed,  aye, 
the  vituperous  opponent  of  James  Fenner,  the  Law 
and  Order  candidate  for  Governor  !  You  ai-e  exerting 
all  youi'  skill  in  party  tactics  to  help  Mr.  Jackson  and 
to  harm  Governor  Fenner.  In  highways  and  in  by- 
ways, in  the  shop  and  in  the  manufactory,  in  town  and 
in  country,  in  the  farmhouse  and  in  the  hamlet,  you 
devote  yourself  to  the  work  of  persuading  people 
that  "  the  pacification  of  the  State  "  can  be  secured 
only  by  the  election  of  Charles  Jackson,  and  by  the 
consequent  triumph  of  Dorr  and  of  Dorrism  !  I 
inoarn,  Sir,  sincerely  do  I  mourn,  that,  fresh  as  you 
are  from  the  associations  of  gentlemen  and  of  men  of 
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honor  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  you  have 
returned  to  Rhode  Island,  not  to  help  her  in  an  hour 
of  ti'ial — not  to  tread  in  the  good  old  ways — not  to 
stand  iirmly  upon  the  good  old  platform— not  to  fight 
"bravely  under  the  glorious  old  "banner — but  to  aban- 
don tried  friends — to  renounce  past  professions — to 
violate  plighted  faith  !  The  fact,  Sir,  is  known  that 
you  assented,  cordially  as  it  was  thought,  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  Governor  Fenner.  The  fact  also  is  known, 
and  you  cannot  deny  it,  that,  only  a  few  months  since, 
you  volunteered,  in  the  presence  of  a  eonfideutial 
friend,  the  most  solemn  protestations  that  you  would 
"  vote  for  Governor  Fenner  as  long  as  he  lived."  Are 
not  these,  Sir,  your  very  words  ? 

Governor  Fenner  was  unanimously,  and  with  singu- 
lar cordiality,  nominated  for  re-election  "by  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  Law  and  Order  party.  In  that  Conven- 
tion you  were  represented  ;  to  that  party  you  belonged 
—nay,  more,  you  professed  yourself  to  he  in  favor  of 
maintaining  the  original  organization  of  that  party,  as 
understood  and  expounded  by  Mr.  Charles  Jackson. 
What,  then,  haa  wrought  this  sudden  and  extraordi- 
nary change  in  your  principles,  purposes  and  conduct  ? 
How  can  you.  Sir,  as  a  consistent  politician,  as  an 
honorable  .man,  support  Charles  Jackson,  the  Dorrite 
candidate,  in  opposition  to  James  Fenner,  the  Law 
and  Order  candidate  ? 

Let  me  tell  you.  Sir,  the  history  of  this  transaction 
will  not  be  confined  to  Rhode  Island.  The  record  of 
your  defection  will  follow  you  to  Washington.  Sena- 
te!^, high  minded  Senators,  whose  eyes  beam  bright 
with  honor,  and  who  "  feel  a  stain  like  a  wound," 
will  look  askance  at  you  for  quitting  the  path  of  open 
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dealing  and  of  elevated  principle  to  hatci  treacherous 
plots  with  treacherous  men — to  "brood  in  secret  con- 
clave, with  the  enemies  of  Law  and  Order,  over 
schemes  intended  to  fix  the  seal  of  popular  reproba- 
tion upon  the  principles  of  Law  and  Order ! 

I  lament,  Sir,  that  you  have  descended  from  the 
heights  of  trtie  civic  renown,  to  stir  this  Dorrite  caul- 
dron, and,  by  your  potent  incantations,  to  make  it  bub- 
ble. I  lament  that,  forgetting  your  true  position  as  a 
statesman,  you  stand  before  the  country  upon  a  false 
and  paltiy  issue,  as  the  ally  of  the  DoiTites,  their 
"  guide,  philosopher  and  friend !  " 

Your  friends,  Sir,  will  not  follow  you.  No  man  of 
an  erect  and  manly  spirit,  no  man  who  acknowledges 
the  validity  of  party  ties,  no  man  who  obeys  the  in- 
stincts of  nice  personal  honor,  can  follow  you ! 

It  is  asked,  on  all  sides,  by  right  minded'and  honora- 
ble men,  why,  on  your  return  from  Washington,  you 
did  not  seek  to  accomplish,  through  the  agency  of 
your  friends,  your  views  as  to  the  true  policy  of  Rhode 
Island  in  reference  to  Dorr  ?  Why  seclude  youraelf, 
by  night  and  by  day,  in  secular  seasons,  and  in  sacred 
seasons,  with  the  confederates  of  the  Dorrites  'i  Why 
lend  yourself  to  the  Dorrites,  upon  an  issue  which 
they  have  made  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
political  power  of  the  State  ?  Have  they  changed 
their  nature  ?  Can  they  abandon  their  principles  ?  Is 
it  safe  to  trust  their  professions — to  place  any  confi- 
dence in  the  resolutions  and  pledges  of  men  whom,  as 
past  experience  proves,  not  even  solemn  oaths  can 
bind  ?  Is  it  a  time  to  intrust  political  power  to  those 
who  demand  as  a  right,  the  unconditional  liberation 
of  Dorr,  and  who  would  hail  it  as  a  triumph  over  Al- 
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gerine  cruelty  and  injustice  ?  Is  the  mode  in  which  a 
convict  shall  be  liberated  from  the  State  Prison,  an 
issue  which  ought  to  be  agitated  by  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island  in  their  primary  capacity  ?  Finally,  is  it 
wise,  or  right,  or  safe,  to  give  the  Dorrites  the  power 
to  liberate  Dorr ;  and  can  "  the  pacification  of  the 
State  "  be  secured  by  placing  the  purse  and  the  sword 
of  the  State  in  the  hands  of  a  party  which  has  once 
arrayed  itself  in  ai-ms  against  her  government  and 
people  ?  These,  Sir,  are  plain  practical  questions, 
asked  by  plain  practical  men — and  to  which,  with  all 
your  ingenuity,  you  will  find  it  hard  to  give  a  satis- 
factory answer. 

I  have  not  attempted  an  answer  to  your  letter— an 
abler  pen  than  mine  has  undertaken  that  task.  I  have 
aimed  merely  to  describe  its  drift— and  to  indicate  the 
true  position  in  which  you  have  placed  yourself.  A 
few  words  more,  and  I  have  done.  I  like  old  friends, 
Sir,  as  much  as  you  seem  to  like  new  issues.  I  have 
confidence  in  the  integrity  and  genuine  Khode  Island 
spirit  of  the  Law  and  Order  democrats  who,  foot  to 
foot,  and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  stood  by  us  in  the 
hour  of  our  utmost  peril.  For  one,  I  would  scorn 
to  cast  off  these  men — or  to  exchange  them  for  new 
and  untried  friends.  With  them  I  am  willing  to 
sink  or  to  swim.  With  them  I  am  willing  to  share 
whatever  of  prosperity  or  of  adversity  may  be  in  re- 
serve for  those  of  us  who  have  made  common  cause  in 
defence  of  the  constitution  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  principles  of  Law  and  Order. 
If  you  prefer  an  alliance  with  the  Dorrites,  you  must 
be  left  to  follow  your  own  taste,  and  to  be  governed 
by  your  own  convictions  of   duty.    Your  old  friends, 
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Sir,  will  part  from  you,  not  wittout  some  natural  re- 
grets. They  will  travel  back,  in  memory,  to  the  tri- 
umphs which,  in  years  gone  by,  they  and  you  won 
for  conservative  doctrines  and  for  conservative  men. 
As  Whigs,  they  will  mourn  that,  in  a  season  of  trial 
to  the  grand  distinctive  principle  of  the  "Whig  party, 
"  their  own  familiar  friend,  in  whom  they  trusted,  who 
did  eat  of  their  bread,  hath  lifted  up  his  heel  against 
them."  They  sorrow,  however,  most  of  all,  that, 
weary  of  the  noble  strife  for  Law  and  Order,  you  have 
joined  yourself,  in  disastrous  and  ignoble  fellowship, 
to  the  men  who  have  only  waived  their  radical  princi- 
ples, that,  under  circumstances  more  favorable,  they 
may  re-assert  and  establish  them.  They  tried  to  save 
you,  but  in  vain.  You  would  have  none  of  their 
counsel — you  despised  all  their  reproof  To  your  new 
friends  and  to  yourself  they  are  therefore  compelled  to 
leave  you.  Upon  what  a  poor  device.  Sir,  have  you 
staked  your  character  and  fortunes  as  an  American 
statesman  !  Whatsoever  temporary  advantage  it  may 
promise  to  win  for  you,  be  assured,  it  cannot,  in  the 
end.  achieve  that  tme  fame  and  that  abiding  popu- 
lar favor,  which  are  reserved  only  for  unshaken  con- 
stancy to  Principle,  to  Honor,  and  to  Truth. 

A  Rhode  Islahd  Conservative. 
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GOVERNOR    FENNER. 


Me.  Editor: — Thousands  of  the  true  hearted  Whigs 
of  Rhode  Island  respond,  most  cordially,  to  the  brief 
but  just  and  eloquent  tribute,  which,  on  Tuesday  last, 
you  paid  to  the  merits  of  this  veteran  servant  of  the 
State,  You  are  right.  Sir,  in  your  estimate  of  bis 
"firm  yet  -prudent  administration."  You  are  right, 
also,  in  your  anticipations  that,  when  the  history  of  ' 
our  noble  struggle  in  the  cause  of  regulated  liberty 
comes  to  be  written,  his  name  will  stand  out  clear  and 
bright  upon  the  record.  How  full  of  startling  con- 
trasts will  that  history  be  !  How  attractive  will  be 
some  of  its  "  political  portraits  "- — how  J'epulsive  will 
be  others  !  On  one  page,  will  be  found  the  story  of 
men  who  stood  ready  to  peril  every  thing  to  save  a 
noble  cause ;  on  another,  will  be  chronicled  the  acts 
and  the  sayings  of  a  few  politicians  who  treacherously 
perilled  a  noble  cause,  in  order  to  save  themselves  ! 

As  Governor  Fenner  is  about  to  retire,  and  to  retire 
forevei',  to  the  shades  of  private  life,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  recall  to  the  public  memory  a  few  illustra- 
tions of  the  good  service  which,  in  a  season  of  immi- 
nent peril,  he  rendered  to  his  native  State.    In  April, 
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1842,  when  treason  was  abroad  in  our  streets,  and 
when  many  hearts  trembled  for  the  issue  of  the  doubt- 
ful struggle,  James  Fenner  never  quailed.  When 
timid  politicians  were  careful  in  what  position  they 
placed  themselves,  he,  with  uncalculating  generosity, 
threw  himself,  his  name,  and  influence  and  character, 
into  the  midst  of  a  contest,  which  he  at  once  saw  was, 
in  very  truth,  a  contest  for  the  fundamental  principles, 
not  only  of  constitutional  freedom,  but  of  social  order. 
Upon  the  most  broad,  and  patriotic  basis,  was  the  Law 
and  Order  party  formed.  The  State  was  in  danger ; — 
and  good  men  and  true,  Whigs  and  Democrats,  came 
to  the  rescue  !  They  united  in  a  noble  effort  to  save 
the  State.  At  an  hour  like  that,  no  paltry  stipula- 
tions about  the  division  of  offices,  could  either  have 
arrested  or  accelerated  such  a  union  !  The  politicians, 
it  is  quite  probable,  might,  even  then,  have  been  con- 
cerned about  the  future  disposal  of  offices  and  honors, 
but  the  mass  of  the  people,  to  their  honor  be  it  re- 
corded, looked  only  to  the  safety  of  the  State,  to  the 
maintenance  of  her  constitution  and  laws,  against  a 
most  desperate  effort  to  overthrow  them.  In  April, 
1842,  Governor  Fenner  was  solicited  to  take  the  post 
of  first  Senator  in  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island, 
He  unhesitatingly  consented.  He  had,  it  is  true,  been 
a  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and, 
in  past  times,  he  had  filled,  for  many  years,  the  office 
of  Governor  of  his  native  State.  By  no  false  notions 
of  dignity,  however,  was  he  withheld  from  taking,  at 
a  crisis  of  great  public  emergency,  any  post,  subordi- 
nate though  it  might  be,  in  which  his  talents  or  in- 
fluence could  be  most  efficiently  exerted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  fellow  citizens. 
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During  tie  whole  of  that  eventful  year,  Grovernor 
Fenner  was  fearless  and  indefatigable  in  the  sxipport 
of  the  great  cause  to  which  he  had  pledged  his  efforts. 
When  the  Legislature  was  in  session,  no  Senator  was 
more  punctual  or  constant  in  his  attendance;  and 
none,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  was  more  wise  in  coun- 
sel, more  firm  in  purpose,  more  vigorous  in  action. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  Governor  King  re- 
quested the  General  Assembly  to  appoint  a  council  to 
advise  him  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  ren- 
dered, by  fearful  political  agitations,  not  only  arduous, 
but  peculiarly  delicate  and  responsible.  Of  that  coun- 
cil. Governor  Fenner  was  chosen  a  member.  It  were 
needless  to  add,  that,  in  this  new  position,  he  exhi- 
bited his  characteristic  firmness,  a  far  reaching  politi- 
cal sagacity,  and  a  generous  devotion  to  Rhode  Island, 
which,  when  her  rights  and  honor  were  drawn  into 
peril,  made  him  disdain  all  compromise.  The  sittings 
of  the  council  were  frequent,  and  at  times  protracted. 
Governor  Fenner,  at  the  sacrifice  of  that  ease  and 
quiet  which  are  demanded  by  advanced  years,  never 
failed  to  be  present ;  and  never  was  he  present,  with- 
out putting  forth  the  powers  of  his  clear  and  strong 
intellect  in  fevor  of  the  wisest  measures  to  protect  the 
government  and  people  against  the  dangers  which 
threatened  them.  He  remained  an  active  and  influen- 
tial member  of  Governor  King's  council,  till,  at  the 
close  of  the  political  year,  that  body  became  extinct 
— ^the  repeated  failure  of  the  insurgents  to  establish, 
by  force,  their  revolutionary  government,  having  ren- 
dered its  functions  entirely  unnecessary. 

During  the  same  eventful  year,  was  held  a  Conven- 
tion of  Delegates,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Con- 
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stitution  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  for  their  ratification  or  rejection.  Of  this  Con- 
vention, Governor  Fenner  was  a  member — spontan- 
eously chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  of  Providence,  in 
consideration  of  his  ripe  experience  in  political  affairs, 
and  of  his  eminent  fitness  for  the  emergent  crisis  on 
which  the  State  had  been  precipitated.  He  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  preside  over  that  assembly,  and  he 
mingled  freely  in  its  counsels.  Upon  the  question  of 
suffrage,  he  favored,  in  accordance  with  his  previous 
and  well  known  opinions,  the  largest  extension  which 
seemed  compatible  with  the  greatest  good  of  the 
greatest  number. 

In  January,  1843,  Governor  King  having  signified 
his  desire  to  retire  to  private  life,  Governor  Fenner 
was  urged  by  gentlemen  of  both  political  parties  to 
become  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate. 
At  a  crisis  happily  without  a  parallel  in  our  political 
history,  he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  withhold 
from  his  fellow  citizens  any  service,  which  in  their 
judgment,  he  could  render  to  the  State.  The  nomina- 
tion of  Governor  Fenner  by  the  Law  and  Order  con- 
vention was  made  with  genuine  cordiality-— and,  in 
this  connexion,  it  ought  to  be  added,  that  among  those 
who  most  strenuously  supported  his  nomination  were 
certain  of  the  ultra  Whigs,  who,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  the  present  month,  successfully  strove  to  de- 
feat his  election  !  James  F.  Simmons  and  Lemuel  H. 
Arnold,  it  is  admitted,  did  not  assent  cordially  to  the 
nomination  of  Governor  Fenner.  He  was  not  of  their 
clique,  and  they  well  knew  that  he  was  a  man  whom 
they  could  not  use  for  their  purposes.  The  counsels 
of  these  politicians,  however,  did  not  prevail.     Gov- 
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ernor  Fenner  was  nominated,  and,  in  April,  was  elected 
by  a  majority  so  overwhelming  as  to  be  without, a 
precedent  in  the  history  of  our  contested  elections. 

The  administration  of  Governor  Fenner  was  cor- 
dially approved  by  a  large  majority  of  liis  fellow  citi- 
zens. In  January,  1844,  he  was  again  nominated  for 
the  office  of  Govenior,  without,  as  is  believed,  a  dis- 
senting voice  ;  and,  in  April,  be  was  again  elected,  by 
a  commanding  majority.  During  the  second  year  of 
his  administration,  no  persons,  except  the  Dorrites, 
complained  that  James  Fenner  was  other  than  a  firm, 
discreet  and  intrepid  Governor  of  Rhode  Island— care- 
ful in  providing  for  her  safety— -watchful  over  her 
various  interests— jealous  of  her  priceless  honor  ! 

In  January,  1840,  he  was  again  nominated  for  re- 
election, and  as  it  then  appeared,  with  entire  and  cor- 
dial unanimity.  What  followed  is  too  well  known  to 
require  more  than  a  passing  remark.  A  few  discon- 
tented politicians  were  resolved  to  break  up  the  Law 
and  Order  party — and  to  re-establish  their  ancient  rule 
over  the  Whig  party.  Availing  themselves  of  a  false 
issue,  and  seducing  many  right  minded  Whigs  into  the 
belief,  that  they  had  no  other  object  in  view  than  "  the 
pacification  of  the  State ! "  they  have  succeeded,  by 
an  alliance  with  the  Dorrites,  in  defeating  the  election 
of  James  Fenner,  the  able  and  unswerving  representa- 
tive of  those  great  conservative  principles  which  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island  have,  for  years,  struggled  to 
maintain.  What  is  to  follow,  what  fresh  dishonor  is 
in  reserve  for  Rhode  Island,  time  will  disclose ! 

The  tirade  which  Mr.  Senator  Simmons,  in  very  bad 
taste,  recently  pronounced  upon  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  this   State,  will    not   soon    be  forgotten.     He  de- 
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nounced  Governor  Fenner  as  a  "hard  liearted  tyrant, 
incapable  of  feeling,  and  destitute  of  principle— a 
democrat  in  private  life,  and  a  Bourbon  when  in 
power  ! "  These  historical  parallels  are  sometimes  un- 
fortunate. It  is  difficult  to  be  reminded  of  the  Bour- 
bons, and  to  lose  all  memory  of  the  Jesuitical  politi- 
cian, who  now  swore  allegiance  to  them,  and  now  be- 
trayed them — ^who  one  day  leagued  with  the  revolu- 
tionary party,  and  the  next  deserted  it;  and  who, 
amid  all  the  changes  of  French  politics,  was  true  only 
to  himself! 

Governor  Fenner,  as  you  well  observe,  Mr.  Editor, 
"  will  carry  with  him  into  his  retirement  the  respect 
of  thousands  of  his  fellow  citizens,  which  he  would 
not  exchange  for  all  the  honors  of  office."  The 
memory  of  his  eminent  services  in  the  cause  of  "  Law 
and  Order  "  will  survive  the  abuse  of  ephemeral  poli- 
ticians. History  will  bear  witness  to  his  unfaltering 
devotion  to  that  cause,  and,  if  true  to  its  office,  it  will 
place  upon  an  imperishable  record,  the  names  of  the 
men  who  betrayed  it ! 

A  Khode  Island  Conservative. 
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PEOVIDENCB  JOURNAL,  MAY  6,  1845. 


LETTER  TO  THE  HON.  HENRY  B.  ANTHONY. 


To   THE   Editoe   of   THE   PeOVIDENCE  JoUENAL: — 

SiE : — The  Hon.  James  F.  Simmons,  in  a  long  letter 
addressed  to  yourself,  and  published  in  the  Journal  of 
Friday  last,  is  at  great  pains  to  pei-suade  the  public 
that  I  am  "  governed  by  a  rancorous  hostility  "  towards 
him;  that  I  have  " continually  assailed  him,"  that  I 
seem  "  determined  to  pursue  him  as  an  enemy,"  &c. 
In  proof  of.  these  grave  charges,  which  it  suits  the 
purpose  of  Mr.  Simmons  to  make  in  tenns  transcend- 
ing the  license  even  of  rhetorical  exaggeration,  he  as- 
serts that  I  have  written  "  many,  if  not  all  the  arti- 
cles which  have  appeared  against  him  in  the  Law  and 
Order  papers  for  the  last  fifteen  months,"  and  some  of 
the  first  of  which,  lie  has  been  told,  "  you  refused  to 
publish."  Can  any  man  gifted  with  ordinary  discern- 
ment mistake  the  drift  of  these  allegations  ?  They 
are  not  intended  to  wound  me  or  to  depress  me  in  the 
estimation  of  my  fellow  citizens.  Very  far  from  it. 
Mr.  Simmons,  however  profuse  he  may  be  in  his 
charges  of  "  bitterness  "  and  "  malignity,"  is  too  vain 
a  man,  and  too  shrewd  and  calculating  a  politician,  to 
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nurse  much  wrath  towards  an  individual  who,  with- 
out intending  it,  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  grati- 
fied his  vanity,  and  who,  he  well  knows,  has  never 
sought,  for  a  single  moment,  to  frustrate  his  schemes  of 
personal  ambition.  Why  should  I  l>e  the  enemy  of 
James  F.  Simmons  ?  Till  his  formal  renunciation  of 
all  allegiance  to  the  Law  and  Order  party,  I  had  al- 
ways considered  him  as  a  political  friend  and  ally,  and 
as  such  I  had  treated  him.  From  some  of  his  opin- 
ions, it  is  true,  I  have  been  compelled  to  dissent,  but 
that  dissent  I  have  always  expressed  in  terms  the  most 
courteous,  and  with  an  honest  desire,  while  maintain- 
ing what  seemed  to  me  to  be  important  truth,  to  in- 
flict upon  Mr.  Simmons  no  unnecessary  wound. 

Why,  Mr.  Editor,  should  I  be  the  enemy  of  James 
F.  Simmons  ?  As  a  Rhode  Island  man,  I  have  felt  a 
just  pride,  if,  indeed,  any  pride  can  be  just,  in  his  fame 
and  character  as  a  Ehode  Island  Senator ;  and  yet 
more,  up  to  the  very  hour  of  his  defection  from  the 
Law  and  Order  party,  it  is  known  that  I  frankly  and 
repeatedly  expressed  my  preference  for  Mr.  Simmons 
as  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States !  Widely  different  have  always  been 
onr  spheres  of  action  and  enjoyment.  He  is,  and  from 
his  youth  has  been,  a  shrewd,  a  very  shrewd  politi- 
cian ;  he  has  given  himself,  with  all  his  might,  to  the 
trade  and  mystery  of  partisan  politics  ;  he  has  exerted 
in  this  State  a  commanding  political  influence  ;  he  has 
bewildered  himself  with  the  fascinations  of  political 
power,  and  the  captivating  pageantries  of  elevated 
official  rank.  Surely,  it  were  needless  to  carry  out  a 
contrast  between  this  veteran  politician,  this  favorite 
of  the  people,  this  applauded  Senator,  and  an  humble 


.^y  Google 


LETTER   TO   THE   IIOH",    HENRY   B.    ANTHONY,  487 

individual,  who  has  been  forced,  by  a  most  extraordi- 
nary pressure,  to  emerge  from  still  life  into  the  arena 
of  political  contention,  and  who,  I  must  be  pardoned 
for  adding,  has  not,  for  a  single  hour,  repented  of  a 
purpose,  early  formed,  never  to  chase  the  phantoms  of 
political  ambition.  All  this  Mr.  Simmons  well  knows. 
His  object,  however,  is  to  create  sympathy,  to  repi'e- 
sent  himself  as  a  persecuted  man,  as  a  victim  which 
"  a  corps  of  men  eminent  for  their  acquirements  "  have 
selected  for  destruction  !  Considering  the  exigencies 
of  his  case,  something  perhaps  should  be  pardoned  to 
Mr.  Simmons,  if,  in  his  attempts  to  defend  himself,  he 
do  not  very  scrupulously  adhere  to  the  truth  which 
belongs  to  history ;  and  if,  in  drawing  political  por- 
traits, he  deals  somewhat  largely  in  caricature. 

After  all,  Mr.  Editor,  is  Mr.  Simmons  a  persecuted 
man  ?  Is  he  a  servant  of  the  State  who  has  gener- 
ously risked  all,  or  sacrificed  all,  that  he  might,  save 
the  State  ?  Is  he  entitled  to  the  sympathy  which,  by 
devices  the  most  ingenious,  he  seeks  to  create  ?  Has 
he  not  inflicted  upon  the  Law  and  Order  party  a  deep, 
but  I  trbst  not  an  incurable  wound  ?  Has  he  not 
forsaken  the  counsels  of  that  party — repudiated  its 
candidates,  and  wrought  confusion  in  its  ranks  ?  Did 
he  not  first  sleep  upon  his  post,  and,  at  last,  desert  to 
the  enemy?  And  what  has  been  the  result?  The 
Domtes  have  elected  their  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Governor;  and  every  radical  herald  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  makes  itself  hoarse  in  proclaiming  this  pre- 
liminary triumph  of  Dorrism.  A  triumph  so  disas- 
trous for  the  peace  and  honor  of  Ehode  Island,  it  was, 
be  it  remembered,  in  the  power  of  James  F.  Simmons 
to  avert  1    Misled,  however,  by  a  diseased  vanity,  or 
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betrayed  by  lis  vaulting  ambition,  he  abandoned,  in 
their  hour  of  trial,  the  friends  who  had  crowned  him 
with  the  selectest  honor,  and  whom  naught  but  his 
unwarrantable  aggression  upon  the  Law  and  Order 
party  would  ever  have  repelled  from  his  side.  And 
this,  Mr.  Editor,  is  not  all.  So  desperate  has  he  be- 
come in  his  efforts  to  avert  the  consequences  which  his 
defection  may  chance  to  entail  upon  himself,  that,  in 
more  instances  than  one  he  has,  either  by  an  artful  in- 
sinuation or  by  a  bold  declaration,  invoked  the  aid  of 
jacobinism  itself,  and  sought  to  stir  up,  for  his  own 
benefit,  and  against  good  men  and  true,  the  fires  of  its 
inextinguishable  hate  !  Surely,  then,  sir,  it  becomes 
not  him  to  turn  and  rend  those  whom  his  own  acts 
have  forced  into  an  antagonist  position— whom  he  has 
so  deeply  wronged — whose  confidence  he  has  forfeited 
— ^for  whose  sympathy  he  has  no  right  to  plead  ! 

Mr.  Simmons  alleges  that  I  am  the  "  author  of  many 
if  not  of  all  of  the  publications  which  have  appeared 
against  him  in  the  Law  and  Order  papers  of  Provi- 
dence for  the  last  fifteen  months."  And  now,  sir, 
what  is  the  truth  in  this  matter  ?  For  the  Transcript, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  I  have  never 
wi'itten  a  line  against  him.  Nay,  more,  I  interested 
myself  to  suppress  the  paragraph  in  the  Transcript 
extra,  which  formed  the  text  of  Mr.  Simmons's  first  ex- 
culpatory address  to  the  public,  suggesting  to  the 
Editor  of  that  paper  that  Mr.  Simmons  had  not  yet 
placed  himself  in  an  attitude  of  open  and  avowed 
hostility  to  the  Law  and  Order  party. 

After  taxing  my  memory,  and  searching  the  columns 
of  the  Journal,  I  can  discover  only  four  publications, 
of  which  I  am  the  author,  and  which,  in  any  manner, 
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relate  to  Mr.  Simmons.  They  were  all  demanded  for 
the  defence  of  the  cause  of  law  and  order,  and  all  of 
them  appeared  after  Mr.  Simmons  had  distinctly  de- 
fined his  position — after  he  had  come  out  boldly  in 
opposition  to  the  Law  and  Order  party,  and  in  favor 
of  the  Dorrite  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor ! 
Thenceforward,  it  is  most  true,  I  no  longer  treated 
him  as  a  political  ally  and  friend.  He,  he  it  remem- 
bered, provoked  the  war.  Why,  then,  should  he  com- 
plain that  he  has  not  escaped  the  fortune  of  war  ? 

Mr.  Simmons  takes  occasion  to  refer  to  "  some"  ar- 
ticles written  by  me,  and  as  he  intimates  in  opposition 
to  him,  which  you  "  refused  to  publish."  Now,  Sir, 
what  is  the  truth  in  this  matter  ?  In  March,  1844, 
Mr.  Simmons  made,  in  the  Town  House,  a  speech  be- 
fore the  Providence  Clay  Club,  which  I  am  not  alone 
in  thinking,  was  adapted  to  throw  into  the  shade  the 
grand  conservative  principles  of  the  Law  and  Order 
party.  Deprecating  the  effect  of  this  speech  upon  the 
public  mind,  I  handed  you  for  publication  the  follow- 
ing letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Simmons,  which  you,  in 
the  most  courteous  and  friendly  terms,  declined  to 
publish.  As  I  am  determined  that  Mr.  Simmons 
shall  not  profit  from  any  of  my  secret  sins  against 
him,  from  any  of  my  siippressed  publications,  I  now 
ask  of  you  the  favor  to  give  this  letter  a  place  in  the 
columns  of  the  Jouraal.  The  public  will  perceive 
that  it  is  entirely  free  from  ''malignity"  or  "bitter- 
ness"— that  its  aim  is  not  to  "  destroy  "  Mr.  Simmons, 
but  to  prevent  Mr.  Simmons,  from  destroying,  by  in- 
sidious appeals,  the  Law  and  Order  party! 

I  lament.  Sir,  most  sincerely  do  I  lament,  the  posi- 
tion in  which  Mr.  Simmons  has  placed  himself  in  rela- 
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tion  to  old  and  faithful  friends ;  and  happy  shall  I  he, 

if  he  be  not  reserved  to  illustrate,  yet  more  fully,  the 
remark  of  a  philosophical  writer,  that  "falseness  of 
position  naturally  leads  to  falseness  of  character!" 
His  present  course,  it  is  certain,  can  end  well,  neither 
for  himself,  nor  for  the  State.  He  may,  it  is  true, 
achieve  success;  he  may  catch  the  plaudits  of  the 
multitude;  he  may  win  a  selfish  political  triumph; 
but  the  hour  awaits  him,  when  every  illusion  will  be 
dissipated,  and  when  he  will  learn,  perhaps  too  late  to 
profit  from  the  lesson,  that  the  lasting  sympathies 
of  an  intelligent  and  virtuous  people  are  with  honor 
and  with  truth. 

Eeserving  to  myself  the  privilege  of  noticing,  very 
briefly,  and  at  no  very  distant  day  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  approaching  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, the  reply  of  Mr.  Simmons  to  the  interrogato- 
ries of  "  One  of  the  People,"  I  subscribe  myself,  your 
friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

"WlLLTAJI   G.    GoDDAKD. 

Providence,  May  5,  1845. 


TO   THE   HON.   JAMES   F.    SIMMONS. 

Sir  :^Will  you  pardon  in  me  a  common  artifice 
of  humble  authors  ?  I  seek  to  attract  attention  to  my 
thoughts,  by  addressing  them  to  the  public  under  the 
auspices  of  a  popular  and  distinguished  name.  [Your 
acknowledged  intellectual  ability,  your  sagacity  as  a 
party  politician,  and  your  commanding  position  as  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  entitle 
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your  counsels  in  relation  to  our  State  politics,  to  the 
most  respectful  consideration  of  your  fellow  citizens. 
While  I  thus  cheerfully  recognize  your  claims  to  be 
heard  with  candor  and  attention  by  those  whom  you 
have  so  long  and  so  ably  served,  I  cannot  yield  such 
implicit  deference  to  your  opinions  as  to  adopt  them 
all,  with  passive  servility,  in  preference  to  the  opin- 
ions of  men  not  less  wise  and  thoughtful  than  your- 
self.*] Fi'esh  as  you  are  from  the  conclaves  of  the 
Capitol,  and  animated  as  you  are  by  a  generous  zeal  in 
behalf  of  that  great  Statesman,  whom  we  all  delight 
to  honor,  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  your  sym- 
pathies were  not  somewhat  exclusive — it  would  be 
strange,  indeed,  if  your  associations  at  Washington 
had  not  caused  you  to  feel  somewhat  less  strongly  than 
you  once  felt,  the  transcendent  importance  of  the 
Ehode  Island  Question,  and,  consequently,  the  vast 
importance  of  maintaining,  in  unbroken  strength  and 
spirit,  the  Ehode  Island  Party.  All  this  is  very 
natural — and  whatever  of  wrong  in  the  matter  there 
may  be,  it  ought,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  fallibility  of  all  hiiman  judgments. 

I  respond,  most  cordially,  to  the  language  and  senti- 
ments of  most  of  your  recent  address  to  the  Clay 
Club  in  this  city.  I  agree  with  you  that  vitally  im- 
portant to  Ehode  Island  and  to  the  country  are  the 
great  questions  which  now  divide  political  parties, 
and  which  are  so  soon  to  be  decided,  for  good  or  for 
evil.  I  sympathize  with  you  in  your  admiration  for 
the  character  of  Mr.  Clay — and  in  your  generous  and 

*  Note.— Although  the  passages  Enclosed  id  brackets  were  incorporated 
into  a  letter  to  Mr,  Simmons,  published  in  the  Journal,  April  3,  1845,  under 
Ihe  siguatiire  of  "  a  Ehode  Island  Conservative,"  jet,  to  prevent  all  cavil,  I 
iave  deemed  it  adTiaahle  not  to  retrench  them.— IT.  G.  G. 
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honest  zeal  in  behalf  of  him  and  of  the  great  cause 
with  which  he  is  identified.  I  look  to  him  as  to  The 
People's  Last  Hope  !  I  look  to  him  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  true  principles  of  national  policy.  More 
than  all,  1  look  to  him  as  the  fast  friend  and  the  in- 
trepid defender  of  that  sacred  cause  of  regulated  lib- 
erty— which  the  men  of  Khode  Island  have  perilled 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  maintain.  Here,  perhaps, 
you  may  suppose  lies  the  ultimate  point  of  agreement 
between  us.  Not  so.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add, 
in  all  sincerity,  that  I  desire  no  less  than  you  do,  that 
this  State  should  elect  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  none  but  "  thorough  and  true  men."  I  want  no 
"doubtful  man"  for  that  or  for  any  other  place,  I 
agree  with  you.  Sir,  "  we  want  true  men ; "  I  agi'ee 
with  you,  that  "  true  men  are  much  needed."  I  agree 
with  you,  also,  that  "they  are  not  always  to  be 
found ! " 

I  have,  Sir,  been  thus  particular  in  enumerating 
the  topics  of  your  speech,  concerning  which  there  can 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  among  the  law  and  order 
men  of  Rhode  Island,  because  I  am  compelled  to  ex- 
press my  irreconcilable  dissent  from  some  of  your 
views,  and  to  protest,  in  the  most  decided  terms, 
against  your  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the  Rhode 
Island  question.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  Sir,  I  was 
mortified  and  disheartened  at  your  whole  treatment 
of  this  question.  You  brushed  it,  with  most  uncere- 
monious hand,  into  a  side  pocket,  as  if  it  were  an  in- 
cumbrance to  be  removed,  or  rubbish  which  should 
be  kept  out  of  sight.  I  was  mortified  and  disheart- 
ened, Sir,  that  you,  a  Rhode  Island  Senator,  and  a 
statesman  of  no  mean  repute,  should  allude  to  the 
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Rhode  Island  question  as  a  "  local  issue,"  as  a  particu- 
lar and  partial  subject !  The  Rhode  Island  question  a 
local  issue !  a  particular  and  partial  subject !  A  vast 
majority  of  your  fellow  citizens  do  not  so  regard  this 
matter.  They  believe,  with  Henry  Clay,  that  there  is 
"  no  mode  by  which  an  existing  government  can  be 
overthrown  and  put  aside,  and  a  new  one  erected  in 
its  place,  but  by  the  consent  or  authority  of  that  gov- 
ernment, express  or  implied ;  or  by  forcible  resistance, 
that  is,  revolution ! "  This  is  the  language,  and  this 
the  doctrine  of  Henry  Clay.  This  was  and  still  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  Law  and  Order  party  in  Rhode  Island. 
They  are  not  disposed  to  repudiate  it,  or  to  banish  it 
into  seclusion  as  an  obsolete  idea,  or  as  a  "local  issue;" 
they  contend,  that  unless  this  doctrine  can  be  main- 
tained in  this  countrj^,  constitutions  are  of  no  value  to 
the  people,  and  that  whoever  is  President,  no  State 
and  no  interest  would  be  for  a  moment  secure  against 
revolutionary  aggression. 

You  seem  to  be  apprehensive  lest  "  any  new  issues 
should  he  presented  by  any  Clay  Club  in  this  State  to 
the  people,  here  or  elsewhere."  I  do  not  affect  to  mis- 
understand this  language.  You  mean,  Sir,  to  admon- 
ish us,  not  to  introduce  the  Rhode  Island  question 
among  the  great  issues  which  are  to  be  tried  before 
the  people  in  the  coming  contest.  The  friends  of  Law 
and  Order  have  not  sought  to  introduce  the  Rhode 
Island  question  into  the  issues  of  the  day,  nor  have 
they  sought  to  exclude  it.  Our  opponents,  the  Dor- 
rites,  have  already  introduced  it  into  Congress,  and 
they  intend  to  bring  it  before  the  Baltimore  Van 
Buren  Convention.  Under  such  circumstances,  how 
fruitless,  how  worse  than  fruitless  the  tone  of  depre- 
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cation  which  you  have  adopted!  Come  what  may, 
the  Rhode  Island  question  will  be  made  an  issue, 
before  the  country.  For  one,  I  am  prepared  to  meet 
it — "  here  and  elsewhere,"  now  and  hereafter — assured 
that,  the  more  it  is  discussed,  the  better  it  will  be  un- 
derstood—and that  the  great  principles  for  which  we 
in  Ehode  Island  have  contended,  will  commend  them- 
selves to  a  vast  majority  of  the  American  people  as 
the  only  true  principles  of  popular  freedom. 

You  exhort  us,  Sir,  .in  the  close  of  your  speech,  to 
"  cherish  kind  feelings  towards  the  reasonable  portion 
of  the  DoiTite  party," — towards  those  who  are  satis- 
fied with  the  salutary  changes  which  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  civil  government  of  Ehode  Island. 
All  this  may  be  well — and  perhaps  in  accordance 
with  Scripture  you  might  have  extended  your  kind- 
ness yet  further.  Kindness  it  may  be  right  to  show 
towards  all  men.  But  kindness  and  confidence  are 
very  different  things.  Confidence  is  of  slow  growth, 
and  should  not  be  placed  prematurely  in  those  who 
may  abuse  it.  [I  like,  Sir,  old  friends,  as  much  as 
you  seem  to  like  new  issues.  I  want  to  form  no  new 
alliances,  "here  or  elsewhere."  I  have  unlimited  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  and  true  Rhode  Island  spirit 
of  the  Law  and  Order  democrats,  who,  foot  to  foot 
and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  stood  by  us  in  the  hour  of 
our  utmost  peril.  For  one,  I  would  scorn  to  cast  off 
these  men,  or  to  exchange  thera  for  new  and  untried 
friends.  With  them,  I  am  willing  to  sink  or  to  swim. 
"With  them,  I  am  willing  to  share  whatever  of  pros- 
perity or  of  adversity  may  be  in  reserve  for  those  of 
us  who  have  made  common  cause  in  defence  of  the 
institutions  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  the  maintenance 
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of  the  principles  of  law  and  order.*]  These  princi- 
ples, far  from  being  local  in  their  application,  extend 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  whole  land. 
So  far  from  being  subordinate,  they  transcend  immeas- 
urably in  importance  a:sy  otiiee  question  anc  all 
OTHER  QUESTIONS  which  the  people  of  this  country  are 
now  about  to  decide.  ,    „ 

A  Khodr  Island  Man. 

Fbovidekce,  March  9  1844. 


PEOVIDENOE  JOURNAL,  MAY  19,  1 


LETTEIi  TO  THE  HON.  HENRT  B.  ANTHONY. 


To  THE  Editoe  of  THE  Provibence  Jofrnal: — 

SiE ; — I  offer  no  apology  for  again  addressing  you, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Senator  Simmons.  Disregarding  the 
immunities  of  the  press,  and  the  rules  of  controversy 
that  gentleman  has  summoned  me,  by  name,  into  the 
arena.  Although  I  court  no  contest  with  him  or  with 
any  other  antagonist,  yet  I  seek  to  shun  no  responsi- 
bilities to  which  a  calm,  and  manly,  and  fearless  de- 
fence of  the  cause  of  Law  and  Order  may  chance  to 
expose   me.     The  mode   in  which,  for  the  last  two 

•See  Note,  page  491.— M. 


.^y  Google 


49G  WRITINGS   OF    WILLtA3I   G-.    GODDARD. 

months,  tlie  war  has  "been  carried  oti  against  the  men 
and  the  principles  of  the  conservative  party  in  this 
State,  ought,  perhaps  to  admonish  me  that  I  am  be- 
hind the  age,  in  attempting  to  set  up  any  claim  in  he- 
half  of  the  press,  or  of  those  courtesies  which,  in 
other  times,  were  established  to  save  controversy  from 
sinking  into  the  rudeness  and  violence  of  gladiatorial 
strife.  At  the  risk,  however,  of  being  charged  with 
entertaining  somewhat  anticiuated  and  dainty  notions 
of  pei^onal  honor,  I  desire,  on  this  occasion,  to  pro- 
test, indignantly  to  protest,  against  the  use,  for  any 
political  purposes  whatsoever,  of  the  unreserved  dis- 
closures of  opinion  in  private  conversation,  and  of  the 
contents  of  the  private  letters,  which  public  men  may 
address  to  personal  or  to  political  friends.  If  these 
things  can  be  done,  without  meeting  from  the  commu- 
nity a  scorching  rebuke  ; — if  the  sacred  confidence  of 
unstudied  epistolary  correspondence  is  to  be  recklessly 
violated; — if  every  thought  to  which  utterance  is 
given  under  the  genial  influences  of  the  social  princi- 
ple, is  to  be  perverted  by  cold  and  crafty  politicians, 
to  the  purposes  of  gi'ave  public  accusation  and  re- 
proach, men  will  come .  to  dread  society  as  a  snare  ;— 
they  will  stifle  their  generous  sympathies  ; — they  will 
keep  back  their  honest  opinions  ;— they  will,  in  short, 
be  compelled  to  find  refuge,  from  this  species  of 
treachery,  either  in  timid  silence  or  in  suspicious 
diplomatic  reserve.  What  political  advantage,  let 
me  ask  you,  Sir,  can  compensate  the  loss  of  "  the  free 
thought  of  the  free  soiil?"  Under  a  government 
founded  upon  opinion,  how  unwise,  too,  not  to  say  how 
wicked,  to  restrain,  by  any  sort  of  inquisitorial 
penalty,  the  full  and  fearless  expression  of  opinion! 
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Mr.  Simmons  is  fond  of  involution,  both  in  conduct 
and  in  style.  Into  his  ingenious  and  elaborate  reply 
to  the  interrogatories  of  "  One  of  the  People,"  he  has, 
for  effect,  introduced  several  topics  not  at  all  perti- 
nent to  the  main  issues.  From  the  true  and  original 
grounds  of  the  controversy,  I  shall  not,  however,  suf- 
fer myself  to  be  diverted,  for  the  purpose  either  of  re- 
torting personalities,  or  of  discussing  unimportant  and 
irrelevant  questions.  Let  me,  therefore,  recall  public 
attention  to  the  questions  propounded  by  "  One  of 
the  People."  They  have  served  Mr.  Simmons  as  a 
peg  whereon  to  hang  a  long  letter —a  letter,  too,  which 
fully  sustains  his  reputation  for  political  tact,  and  for 
skillful  special  pleading ! 
"  One  of  the  People  "  asks, 

"Were  the  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Ehode  Island,  in  reply  to  the  impertinent  and  abusive 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire, 
ever  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ?  " 
Mr.  Simmons,  in  his  reply  to  this  question,  admits 
that  the  Resolutions  in  question  were  not  presented 
to  the  Senate. 

"  There  was,"  says  he,  "  neither  direction  nor  request 
by  our  Assembly  that  they  should  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  and  upon  consultation  with  my  colleague  it 
was  thought  that  they  contained  expressions  calcii- 
lated  to  produce  an  unprofitable  discussion,  if  pre- 
sented." 

As  to  the  matter  here  stated  as  fact  by  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, he  is  clearly  in  the  wrong.  Our  Assembly,  as 
may  be  seen  from  its  records,  did  "  request  our  Senar 
tors  and  Representatives  to  lay  these  Resolutions  be- 
fore their  respective  Houses  of  Congress."    This  error, 
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I  have  no  question,  was,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Simmons, 
entirely  inadvertent — and,  regarding  it  as  such,  I  de- 
sire not  to  magnify,  but  simply  to  correct  it.*  The 
reasons  for  withholding  these  Eeaolutions  from  the 
Senate,  do  not,  upon  general  principles,  segm  to  me  to 
be  satisfactory.  Not  only  were  the  New  Hampshire 
Resolutions  grossly  affrontive  to  the  government  and 
people  of  Rhode  Island,  but  they  were  transmitted  by 
Governor  Steele  to  Governor  Fenner,  in  a  manner 
deliberately  and  studiously  insulting.  Hence  the 
somewhat  piquant  style  with  which  Rhode  Island  re- 
buked the  impertinence  of  New  Ilampshij'e.  Be- 
sides, these  New  Hampshire  resolutions,  inasmuch  as 
they  assumed  the  right  to  inteifere  in  the  internal 
government  and  police  of  a  sister  State,  become  mat- 
ters of  grave  concernment  to  every  man  who  regards 
the  qualified  sovereignty  of  the  States  as  a  check 
upon  that  popular  absolutism  which  threatens  to  de- 
stroy, throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
land,  eveiy  vestige  of  sober  constitutional  freedom. 
It  would  seem  to  me  that,  in  this  and  in  all  similar 
cases.  Senators  are  invested  with  no  discretionary 
power.  It  belongs  not  to  them  to  decide  in  what  lan- 
guage a  State  shall  repel  aggressions  upon  its  sover- 
eignty. It  was,  however,  apprehended,  that  these 
resolutions  would  produce  an  "unprofitable  discus- 
sion." Has  Mr.  Simmons,  since  he  electrified  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  by  his  noble  speech  upon 
Rhode  Island  afiairs  in  May,  1843,  ever  found  a  single 
occasion,  in  the  Senate  or  oat  of  It,  on  which  he  has 
not  shied,  as  "  unprofitable,"  the  Rhode  Island  Ques- 
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tion?  And  yet,  he  is  challenged  to  select,  from  the 
liistory  of  State  or  of  national  polities,  a  more  im- 
portant, or  vital,  or  far  reaching  question.  "  One  of 
the  People,"  liowever,  did  not  make  this  neglect  to 
present  the  resolutions  of  our  Legislature,  in  reply  to 
those  of  ~New  Hampshire,  a  matter  of  very  grave  re- 
proach gainst  Mr.  Simmons  ;— and  I  have  no  desire  to 
press  the  topic  beyond  its  legitimate  claims  to  atten- 
tion. 

After  affirming  that  "Senator  Simmons,  during  the 
late  canvass  in  this  State,  coined  for  himself  no  little 
political  capital,  by  alleging  that  (roveraor  Fenner 
withheld  the  anti  Texas  resolutions  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,"  "  One  of  the 
People  "  aalis,  "  were  these  resolutions,  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted reached  Washington  before  the  question  was 
taken,  ever  presented  to  the  Senate  ? "  How  does 
Mr.  Simmons  meet  this  question?  In  the  first  place, 
availing  himself  of  a  verbal  distinction,  he  denies, 
with  some  indignation,  that  he  "  charged  Governor 
Fenner  with  withholding  the  anti  Texas  resolutions." 
Unless  he  intended  to  produce  an  impression  upon 
the  public  mind  ^mfavorable  to  Governor  Fenner,  in 
reference  to  the  transmission  of  the  anti  Texas  resolu- 
tions, why,  in  his  first  letter  to  you,  did  he  introduce 
the  topic  at  all  ?  Why  assert  that  if  the  "  delay  in 
the  transmission  of  these  resolutions  was  caused  by 
his  hostility  to  the  resolutions,  he  (Governor  Fenner) 
has  assumed  a  great  responsibility  by  refusing  fairly 
to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office?"  These  are  the 
very  words  of  the  honorable  Senator.  He  lacked  the 
courage  and  the  manliness  to  make  against  Governor 
Fenner  a  distinct  and  direct  charge  of  malefeasance 
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in  office.  By  an  inainuation,  however,  whicli  is  utterly 
unworthy  of  him  aa  a  man  and  aa  a  Senator,  he  seeks 
to  accomplish  his  object — to  beget  in  the  public  mind 
the  belief  that  Governor  Tenner  delayed  to  transmit 
the  anti  Texas  resolutions,  because  he  was  hostile  to 
those  resolutions !  To  harm  Governor  Fenner,  he  re- 
sorts to  a  paltry  insinuation  which  he  knows  will  pro- 
duce all  the  effect  that  could  be  wrought  by  a  charge 
against  him  in  explicit  words.  And  then,  after  having 
done  the  very  mischief  which  he  sought  to  do,  he  inter- 
poses a  pitiful  salvo  in  order  to  protect  himself.  He 
intimates  that  "  the  delay  may  have  been  accidental — 
that  he  does  not  wish  to  be  unkind  or  to  make  any 
charges  of  intentional  neglect !  "  The  exact  measure 
of  Senator  Simmons's  kindness  towards  Governor 
Fenner,  I  leave  to  be  determined  by  the  few  Whigs 
who  listened  to  his  speech,  which  won  such  loud  plau- 
dits fi"om  the  Borrites  in  Masonic  Hall ! 

It  in  painful,  however,  to  dwell  longer  upon  the 
poor  expedients  to  which  an  able  man  ia  driven,  when 
he  once  deserts  the  path  of  plain  dealing.  I  therefore 
pass  to  the  consideration  of  other  topics.  And  hei'e, 
to  prevent  all  misconception,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
let  the  honorable  Senator  define,  in  his  own  words, 
his  own  position  in  reference  to  the  anti  Texas  resolu- 
tions of  our  General  Assembly.  I  quote  fi'om  his  last 
letter  addi'essed  to  yourself: 

"The  anti  Texas  resolutions  did  not  contain  any 
direction  or  request  that  we  should  present  them. 
When  I  addressed  the  Senate  upon  that  question,  I 
read  the  resolutions,  to  show  the  opinion  entertained 
by  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  our  State  had 
made  a  proper  distinction  between  this  question  and 
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tlie  one  presented  in  the  acq^uisition  of  Louisiana.  I 
did  not  present  them  formally  to  the  Senate  because  I 
Lad  reason  to  believe  that  whatever  opinions  my  col- 
league might  entertain,  his  vote  would  be  in  accor- 
dance with  the  wishes  of  the  Assembly.  Doubts  had 
been  expressed  by  others  as  to  his  course,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  if  he  desired  to  have  the  resolutions 
appear  as  the  ground  of  the  vote  he  intended  to  give, 
he  would  introduce  them  himself;  and  if  he  did  not, 
it  might  appear  indelicate  for  me  to  do  it,  as  no  one 
had  expressed  any  doubt  as  to  my  vote,  and  I  had 
none  about  his," 

Delicacy,  it  seems,  towards  John  Brown  Fraiicis, 
prevented  James  F.  Simmons  from  formally  presenting 
these  resolutions  to  the  Senate !  How  engaging  is 
this  considerate  tenderness  towards  his  colleague ! 
What  gentle  care,  too,  does  Mr.  Simmons  take  of  his 
colleague,  when  he  suggests  that,  upon  the  Texas  ques- 
tion, Governor  Francis  was  regarded  as  a  doubtful 
man,  while  no  one  had  expressed  any  doubt  as  to  his 
vote!  Upon  this  portion  of  the  honorable  Senator's 
explanation,  I  cheerfully  leave  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  to  make  their  own  commentary. 

Mr.  Simmous's  extraordinary  explanation  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  auti  Texas  resolutions  of 
our  General  Assembly  were  disposed  of  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  can  hardly  be  deemed  satisfac- 
tory by  any  true  anti  Texas  man.  Owing,  undoubt- 
edly, to  a  casual  omission  on  the  part  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  resolutions,  it  is  true,  contained  no  explicit 
direction  or  request  that  oui-  Senators  should  present 
them.  The  Governor,  however,  was  requested  to  send 
a  copy  of  them  to  each  of   our  Senators  and  Repre- 
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sentatives  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States.  For  what  purpose  should  he  send 
thera?  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  might 
lay  them  before  their  respective  Houses,  and  that  the 
Governors  might  lay  them  before  their  respective  State 
Legislatures.  Besides,  in  one  of  these  resolutions,  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  "  does  most  solemnly  protest 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  or  any  other  foreign 
State  or  territory  to  this  Union,  unless  the  same  shall 
be  accomplished  by  an  independent  expression  of  the 
sovereign  will  of  the  free  people  of  all  and  each  of 
these  United  States."  For  what  purpose  was  this 
solemn  protest  made  ?  Was  it  intended  for  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  alone?  Clearly  not.  It  was 
intended  to  reach  both  Houses  of  Congress ;  and  to 
operate  on  the  decision  at  which  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress might  arrive  upon  this  great  national  question. 
And  yet,  after  all,  these  resolutions  were  never,  in 
any  formal  and  constitutional  sense,  presented  to  the 
Senate.  The  solemn  protest  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  cannot  now  be 
found  among  the  records  of  the  Senate!  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, when  he  made  his  Texas  speech,  read  the  reso- 
lutions in  question !  For  what  purpose  did  he  read 
them?  Informally  to  make  known  to  the  assembled 
Representatives  of  the  sovereign  States  in  the  confed- 
eracy, that  Rhode  Island  solemnly  protested  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  and  to  show 
that  "  our  State  made  a  proper  distinction  between  this 
question  and  the  one  presented  in  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana  ! "  Specially  incumbent  upon  Mr.  Simmons 
was  the  duty  to  present,  in  the  most  foi-mal  and  authen- 
tic manner,  these  anti  Texas  resolutions.    In  his  pub- 
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lished  letters  and  speeches  during  the  late  canvass,  he 
complained  bitterly  of  the  course  which,  as  he  says, 
Governor  Kenner  pursued  in  regard  to  the  Texas 
question.  If,  as  Mr.  Simmons  asserts  "  a  letter  fi'om 
Grovernor  Fenner  urging  the  annexation  of  Texas  was, 
last  year,  shown,  and  the  fact  urged  upon  Southern 
Senators  to  prove  that  not  all  of  the  old  thirteen,  and 
not  all  even  of  the  New  England  States  were  opposed 
to  annexation,"  why  did  he  not  present  the  resolutions 
of  our  Legislature,  in  order  to  counteract  the  malign 
influence  which  he  ascribes  to  Governor  Fenner's  let- 
ter? Why  did  he  not  furnish  Southern  Senators 
with  the  highest  and  most  incontestible  evidence  that 
Rhode  Island,  a  New  England  State,  and  "one  of  the 
old  thirteen,"  was  opposed  to  annexation  ? 

Let  me  now  examine  Mr.  Simmons's  course  in  rela- 
tion to  the  very  able  and  spirited  Protest  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  against  the  attempted 
interference  of  the  General  Government  in  our  in- 
ternal affairs.  This  Protest,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
adopted  at  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature,  March 
29,  1844.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  resolution  re- 
questing our  Senators  and  Representatives  "to  urge 
this  our  Protest  and  Declaration  upon  the  attention  of 
the  respective  Houses  of  Congress."  On  the  1 6th  of 
April  it  was  presented  to  the  House,  bxit,  much  to  the 
surprise  and  regret  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  it 
was  never  presented  to  the  Senate  till  April  34th, 
nearly  a  month  after  the  time  of  its  adoption  1  And, 
then,  the  presentation  of  this  document  was  accom- 
panied by  a  motion  to  lay  it  upon  the  table !  and 
there,  for  aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  this 
solemn  and  indignant  protest  of   a  sovereign   State 
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against  a  most  dangerous  aggression  upon  her  reserved 
rights,  lias  been  permitted  to  remain  undisturbed ! 
Of  this,  the  Legislature  and  people  of  Ehode  Island 
have  a  right  to  complain.  The  Protest  deserved,  on 
everj' ground,  to  be  "urged  upon  the  attention"  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  more  especially  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  composed,  as  that  body  is, 
of  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  States,  and  in- 
trusted, in  some  sort,  with  the  guardianship  of  the 
residuary  sovereignty  of  the  States.  Inasmuch  as  the 
motion  to  lay  the  Protest  upon  the  table  excludes  de- 
bate, why  was  that  motion  made?  Besides,  this 
motion  disposes  of  a  proposition  only  for  .the  present. 
The  Protest  might  have  been  taken  up,  upon  motion 
and  vote,  at  any  time  when  the  Senate  pleased.  Upon 
such  motion,  debate  would  not  have  been  excluded. 
Why  was  not  such  motion  made  I  Mr.  Simmons  stood 
mute  during  every  stage  of  this  transaction,  and  thus 
standing  mute  he  was  false  to  his  trust  as  a  Rhode 
Island  Senator.  It  is  known  that  he  speaks  often,  and 
that  he  can  speak  well.  Upon  the  very  day  when  the 
Protest  was  presented,  and  put  to  sleep  upon  the  table 
of  the  Senate,  he  engaged  in  a  debate  upon  the  de- 
tails of  the  Post  Office  bill.  Upon  every  question 
affecting  the  interests  and  the  rights  of  his  con- 
stituents, except  the  Rhode  Island  Question,  which 
more  deeply  than  any  other  concerns  their  interests 
and  their  rights,  he  has  lifted  up  his  voice.  That 
CLuestion,  he  has  systematically  shunned  in  the  Senate 
and  out  of  the  Senate.  In  his  famous  Clay  Club 
speech,  delivered  in  March,  1844,  in  the  Town  House, 
he  treated  it  as  "a  local  issue,  as  a  partial  and  particu- 
lar subject!"     During  the  late  canvass  for  the  Presi- 


.^y  Google 


LETTER   TO   THE   nON".    HENRY   B.    ANTHONY.         505 

dentsliip,  he  addressed  mass  meetings  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  the  Locofoco  -  orators  dwelt  mainly,  and, 
as  is  believed,  with  mischievous  effect,  upon  the  con- 
duet  of  this  State  iu  relation  to  Dorr  and  to  Dorrism. 
I  have  yet  to  leani  that,  on  any  occasion,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, or  elsewhere,  lie  ever  sought  to  vindicate  the 
character  of  his  native  State  from  the  calumnies 
heaped  upon  it  by  the  sympathizing  ftiends  of  Dorr, 
or  that  he  ever  improved  an  opportunity  to  discuss 
before  the  people  of  any  State  the  true  merits  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Question.  At  the  memorable  mass 
meeting  held  in  Taunton,  September  10,  1844,  Mr. 
Simmons  was  introduced  to  the  people  by  Daniel 
"Webster,  in  the  most  eloquent  manner,  as  "  the  Repre- 
sentative of  a  State  which  has  recently  occupied  a  dis- 
tinguished and  remarkable  position  before  the  whole 
country— which  has  maintained  her  institutions  against 
those  who  have  raised  the  standard  of  insurrection 
within  her  borders,  and  against  those  who,  under  the 
influence  of  miserable  and  misdirected  sympathizers, 
have  gone  there  from  abroad."  How  did  Mr.  Sim- 
mons respond  to  the  fervid  and  eloquent  remarks  of 
Mr.  Webster,  which  were  obviously  intended  to  draw 
him  out  upon  the  great  principles  involved  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Question  ?  In  a  cold  and  costive  man- 
ner, he  acknowledged  the  tribute  paid  by  Mr,  Web- 
ster to  his  native  State,  and  "  then  proceeded  to  dis- 
cuss the  questions  of  policy  upon  which  the  two  par- 
ties are  divided !  "  On  this  occasion,  surely,  Mr.  Sim- 
mons was  excluded  by  no  stringent  parliamentary  rule 
from  discussing  the  affairs  of  Rhode  Island ;  and  he 
will  not  deny  that  every  man  upon  the  ground  ex- 
pected that  he  would  discuss  them,     Taunton,  as  is 
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well  known,  was  the  centre  of  an  "  infected  district ;  " 
it  was  the  home  of  an  illustrious  clam  bake  apostle  of 
Dorrism,  and  when  Mr.  Simmons,  amid  the  deafening 
shouts  of  the  multitude,  rose  to  speak,  every  man 
strained  his  ear  to  catch,  from  the  lips  of  a  Khode 
Island  Senator,  a  buraing  rebuke  of  the  sympathizers 
who  had  vexed  our  peace,  and  a  spirit  stirring  and  lofty 
vindication  of  the  great  principles  which  Rhode  Island 
had  straggled  to  maintain.  But,  alas !  the  voice  of 
the  Senator  was  I'aised  only  to  discuss,  at  such  a  time 
and  in  such  a  presence,  the  policy  of  antagonist 
parties  !^' 

How  does  Mr.  Simmons  reply  to  the  charge  that  he 
stood  mute  in  the  Senate,  although  the  radical  orators 
at  the  other  end  of  the  capitol  were  pouring  forth 
upon  the  government  and  people  of  Rhode  Island  the 

•  In  this  conQKxion,  it  may  not  tie  amiss  to  present  to  tlie  piiblic  tlie  follow 
ing  extracts  from,  an  account  of  the  enthus  asti  Mass  M  etngatTa  nton  on 
the  lOtJi  of  Septem'ber  last.  It  may  be  fo  nd  m  the  Pro  donoo  Jo  tnal  of 
September  11th : 

"  Mr.  Webster  theo  rose  and  said :  It  gives  me  great  [leisure  to  ntroduce 
to  yoa  anotber  member  of  the  United  States  Sena  e  who  rep  e<!eiits  i  State 
wliioli  has  recently  occupied  a  distinguished  ind  remarkable  j  os  t  on  before 
the  whole  country.  lu  my  deliberate  jndo  oen  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Wliigs  of  Bhode  Island,  during  the  recent  contest  n  bat  Statu  has  ent  tied 
them  to  the  gratefnl  respect  and  remembrance  ot  ere  y  Amer  can  c  tizen 
She  has  maintained  her  institutions  aga  st  tho  e  who  have  ra  sed  he  Stan 
dardof  insurrection  within  her  borders  andaganst  those  who  unle  the  In 
fluence  of  miserable  and  misdirected  sympathizers,  have  gone  thence  from 
abroad.  She  deserves  the  support  of  every  man  who  valnes  constitutional  lib- 
erty and  tie  permanence  of  principles  of  law  and  order  in  society.  I  have  the 
honor  to  introduce  to  you,  gentlemen,  Mr,  Simmons,  of  the  United  States 
Senate,  from  Bhode  Island.  (Here  nine  enthusiastic  cheers  were  ^ven  for 
Bhode  Island.) 

"  Mr.  Simmons  said,  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  reply  in  a  suitable  man- 
ner to  the  compliment  of  yonr  distinguished  chairman,  to  the  State  in  which 
I  was  bom.  We  of  Bhode  Island  have  been  educated  in  the  principles  of 
clvilliberty  from  the  earliest  times,  and  we  think  we  know  how  to  maintain 
them.  Mr.  Simmons  then  proceeded,  in  bis  usual  able  manner,  to  discuss  the 
questions  of  policy  upon  which  the  two  parties  of  the  country  are  divided,"— 
W.  O.  G. 
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most  bitter  invectives  and  tlie  most  injurious  calum- 
nies? Does  he  deny  the  fact?  No — for  it  is  unde- 
niable. He  pleads,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  motion 
to  lay  the  protest  upon  the  table  precluded  debate  ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  that  it  would  be  out  of  order 
to  "  answer  or  allude  to  the  proceedings  or  speeches  in 
the  House  of  Representatives."  All  this  is  very  true. 
Mr.  Simmons  was  not  expected  to  answer  these  radi- 
cal orators,  but  he  was  expected,  while  they  were  oc- 
cupied in  vilifying  us,  to  seeli  an  occasion,  nay  to 
make  an  occasion,  to  raise  his  voice  in  defence  of  the 
character  and  institutions  of  his  native  State.  This 
duty  he  neglected  to  discharge.  Had  he  been  anxious 
to  discharge  it,  the  occasion  would  not  have  been 
wanting.  Parliamentary  rules  were  not  made  to  pre- 
clude debate  upon  great  questions.  Had  the  protest 
been  "  urged "  xipon  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  as  it 
ought  to  have  been,  the  whole  matter  would  have 
been  opened  for  discussion,  and  neither  Mr.  Simmons 
nor  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  would  now  be  left  to 
make  the  humbling  confession,  that  the  Rhode  Island 
question  is  not  well  understood  by  the  people  of  other 
States!  Had  Virginia,  or  Kentucky,  or  South  Caro- 
lina, protested,  in  a  like  solemn  manner,  against  the 
interference  of  the  general  government  in  their  in- 
ternal affairs,  does  any  man  believe  that  the  indignant 
eloquence  of  Rives,  of  Crittenden,  and  of  M'Duffie, 
could  have  been  restrained  by  any  cold,  parliamentary 
rules  ?  Does  any  man  doubt  that,  at  such  a  crisis, 
those  ehivalric  Senators  would  have  raised,  in  defence 
of  "State  Rights"  and  Regulated  Liberty,  voices 
which  would  have  thrilled  the  bosoms  of  the  masses 
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in  every  city  along  our  Atlantic  border,  and  wote  to 
new  life  the  lone  dweller  in  every  log  house  beyond 
tbe  mountains? 

It  was  asked,  by  "  One  of  the  People,"  "  did  they 
(the  Rhode  Island  Senators)  embrace  the  opportunity 
to  support  the  doctrines  of  the  protest,  and  to  defend 
their  native  State  against  the  slanders  contained  in 
Burke's  Report  ? "  In  a  tone  of  triumph  not  warranted 
"by  an  error  quite  immaterial  to  the  main  issue,  into 
which  I  was  betrayed,  Mr.  Simmons  affii-ms  that,  at 
the  time  this  protest  was  presented,  Mr.  Burke's  Re- 
port had  not  been  made  !  This,  I  admit,  is  very  true ; 
but  what  does  Mr.  Simmons  gain  by  the  admission  ? 
The  slanders  upon  this  State,  contained  in  that  report, 
had  been  uttered  in  the  House,  by  Rathbun,  of  New 
York,  Kennedy,  of  Indiana,  and  M'Clemand,  of 
Illinois,  before  the  protest  was  even  adopted  !  Will 
Mr.  Simmons  pretend  that,  in  a  discussion  upon  the 
facts  and  doctrines  set  forth  in  the  protest,  it  would 
not  have  been  in  his  power,  in  spite  of  any  technical 
parliamentary  rule,  to  vindicate,  and  triumphantly  to 
vindicate,  the  government  and  people  of  Rhode  Island 
against  every  slander  which  had  been  uttered  against 
them? 

I  have  no  desire  to  place  myself  in  an  antagonist 
position  to  Mr.  Simmons.  I  lament  that  he  should 
have  said  or  done  anght  to  shake  the  public  confi- 
dence in  him  as  a  pxtblic  man.  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
him  regain,  by  a  course  of  manly  and  elevated  con- 
duct, befitting  the  character  of  an  American  Sena- 
tor, any  portion  of  that  favor  and  respect  which, 
through  an  unwise  trust  in  the  shifts  of  a  hackney 
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politician,  he  aeems  to  have  forfeited.  I  should  not 
have  dwelt  thus  long  upon  the  charges  which  "  One  ot 
the  People  "  has  made  against  him,  had  he  not,  in  the 
most  confident  manner,  pronounced  them  to  he  "  ut- 
terly groundless."  No  candid  and  intelligent  man,  I 
am  persuaded,  can  resist  the  conviction  that  these 
charges  are  all  substantially  true.  They  were  made 
with  no  design  to  "destroy"  Mr.  Sunmons,  but  to 
neutralize,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  the  influence 
which  he  was  exerting  to  break  down  and  to  destroy 
the  Law  and  Order  party. 

Mr.  Simmons  has  introduced  into  his  letter  sundry 
topics,  somewhat  personal,  upon  which,  from  a  re- 
luctance to  obtrude  myself  upon  the  public,  no  less 
than  from  an  honest  desire  to  avoid  all  further  contro- 
versy, I  shall  forbear  to  remark.  I  may,  however,  be 
pardoned  for  adding,  that  he  has  caricatured,  with 
what  propriety  I  leave  gentlemen  of  all  parties  to  de- 
tennine,  some  opinions  which,  in  the  easy  confidence 
of  social  intercourse,  I  have  expressed  to  him ;  and 
that  he  has  ascribed  to  me  others,  which  I  have  never 
either  expressed  or  entertained  ! 

A  few  words  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing the  organization  of  the  Law  and  Order  party, 
and  I  have  done.  Mr.  Benjamin  Abom,  Mr.  Samuel 
F.  Man  and  Mr.  James  F.  Simmons,  in  their  printed 
address  to  the  Whigs  of  Rhode  Island,  while  they 
speak  of  themselves,  with  quite  as  much  truth  as 
modesty,  "  as  leading  members  of  the  Law  and  Order 
party,"  announce,  somewhat  in  the  style  of  an  imperial 
decree,  that  "  its  end  is  accomplished  ! "  The  Hon. 
Lemuel    H.    Arnold    denominates    it    an    "expiring 
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clique;"  and  tlie  Hon.  Eichard  K.  Randolph  goes 
yet  farther,  in  declaring  that  "the  Law  and  Order 
party  has  been  broken  up  ! "  These  gentlemen  have 
renounced,  in  a  formal  manner,  all  allegiance  to  that 
party.  No  man  questions  their  naked  right  thus  to 
abandon  a  well  tried  and  honorable  political  connex- 
ion, which  has  won  both  blessings  and  honor  for  the 
State.  It  belongs,  however,  not  to  them  nor  to  any 
leaders  of  the  Law  and  Order  party,  to  determine 
when  that  party  has  accomplished  its  end;  or  when  it 
may  be  safe  and  proper  to  abandon  an  organization, 
which,  though  rightfully  deemed  to  be  "  paramount " 
to  all  other  political  organizations,  never  has  endan- 
gered and  never  can  endanger  the  ascendency  of  Whig 
principles  in  Rhode  Island.  This  party,  as  I  believe, 
is  yet  greatly  needed  to  accomplish  ends  the  most  im- 
portant— to  avert  calamities  the  most  serious  from  the 
government  and  the  people  of  Rhode  Island.  I  rejoice 
to  perceive  that,  in  spite  of  every  mean  and  profligate 
attempt  to  destroy  it,  it  still  gives  evidence  of  vitality 
in  every  part.  It  is  strong  in  the  confidence  and  at- 
tachment of  an  immense  majority  of  its  members;— it 
is  strong  in  the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  conserva- 
tive party  throughout  the  country;  it  is  stronger  still 
in  the  transcendent  importance  of  the  principles  which 
it  has  hitherto  upheld;  and  which,  whatever  may  be 
the  future  destinies  of  the  State,  it  will  inevitably  be 
summoned  again  to  assert  and  to  defend.  Let  it,  then 
be  maintained,  till  the  many  and  not  the  few,  the  tribes 
and  not  the  heads  of  tribes — the  people  and  not  the 
politicians,  shall,  in  their  w-isdom,  decide  that  for  the 
good  of  the  whole,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned ! 
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Not  intending,  under  any  circnmstances  of  provoca- 
tion, again  to  address  you,  allow  me,  Mr.  Editor,  to 
return  you  my  sincere  thanks,  for  the  courtesy  which, 
on  all  occasions,  you  have  extended  to  me,  and  to  sub- 
scribe myself, 

Faithfully,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

AVjlliam  G,  Goddakd. 

Providence,  May  15, 1845. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED  AT  A  CONVENTION  OF  THE   RHODE  ISLAND  PARTY. 


Eesolvkd,  That,  whereas  the  powers  delegated  to 
the  general  government  are  few  and  defined,  and  those 
which  remain  in  the  State  governments  are  numerous 
and  indefinite,  and  whereas  the  former  are  exercised 
principally  on  external  objects,  as  war,  peace,  negotia- 
tion and  foreign  commerce,  and  the  powers  reserved 
to  the  States  extend  to  all  the  objects  which,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  affairs,  affect  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  properties  of  the  people,  and  the  internal  order, 
improvement,  and  prosperity  of  the  State,  it  therefore 
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becomes  the  paramount  concern  of  the  people  of  the 
several  States  to  take  the  first  and  best  care  of  their 
domestic  govermuents,  organizing  them  upon  sound 
conservative  piinciples,  and  confiding  the  adminietrar 
tion  of  them  to  sound  conservative  men. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  more  especially  the  duty  and 
the  interest  of  the  smaller  States  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, and,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  rely  upon  them- 
selves, because  they  are  unable  either  to  shape  the 
counsels  of  the  genei'al  government  or  to  conciliate 
its  favor;  because  the  influence  of  the  great  States  is, 
every  year,  becoming  more  effective  in.  deciding  who 
shall  govern  the  country,  and  what  shall  be  its  course 
of  legislation;  and  because,  moreover,  the  extension 
of  our  borders  and  the  rapid  increase  of  population 
in  the  West  have  quickened  into  life  a  gigantic  power, 
moved  by  strong  impulses  and  passions ;  intent  upon 
projects  of  sectional  aggrandizement;  ambitious,  even 
at  the  expense  of  war,  to  extend,  still  farther,  "the 
area  of  freedom,"  and  destined,  ere  long,  to  control, 
either  for  good  or  for  evil,  the  whole  policy  of  the 
general  government. 

Eesolved,  That,  while  we  call  to  remembrance  the 
fact  that,  during  a  season  of  trial,  unexampled  in  our 
political  history,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  prostituted  its  powers 
to  the  ignoble  purpose  of  placing  upon  record  an 
elaborate  libel  upon  the  government  and  people  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  silently  laid  upon  its  table,  and  suffered  it  to 
sleep  there,  the  indignant  protest  which  Rhode  Island 
felt  herself  bound  to  make  against  the  unconstitu- 
tional interference  of  the  general  government  with  her 
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internal  affairs,  we  cling  more  closely  than  ever  to  the 
conviction  tliat  it  is  tte  sacred  duty  of  Rhode  Island, 
while  she  faithfudly  discharges  all  her  constitutional 
obligations  to  the  Union  and  to  her  sister  States,  to 
rely  upon  herself  for  the  maintenance  of  her  rights, 
and  for  the  vindication  of  her  honor. 

Resolved,  That  this  conviction  is  strengthened  by 
the  "  fixed  fact "  that  the  present  Executive  of  the 
United  States  has  appointed  to  offices  of  trust  and 
honor  several  individuals  who  signalized  themselves 
in  the  late  attempt  to  overthrow  by  force  the  legal 
government  of  this  State ;  and  some  of  whom,  when 
they  received  their  commissions  from  the  President, 
were  actually  under  indictment  for  grave  offences 
against  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  contains,  within  her  narrow  limits,  a  dense  and 
somewhat  fluctuating  population,  a  large  portion  of 
which  is  concentrated  within  the  limits  of  a  single 
town,  she  is  specially  interested  to  uphold  her  Consti- 
tution, with  its  existing  provisions  for  the  distribu- 
tion and  exercise  of  political  power,  and  to  maintain 
the  wholesome  vigor  of  the  laws,  to  the  end  that  the 
lives,  liberties  and  happiness  of  all  her  people  may  be 
secure. 

Resolved,  That  the  prosperity  of  those  various  im- 
portant interests  and  employments  which  now  afford 
such  ample  remuneration  to  the  skill  and  industry  of 
all  classes  of  people  in  Rhode  Island,  depends  essen- 
tially upon  the  confidence  which  is  felt,  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  the  stability  of  our  present  Constitution ; 
in  our  continued  disposition  and  ability  to  uphold  an 
enlightened  and  upright  administration  of  civil  and 
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criminal  justice,  and  in  our  unalterable  determination 
to  continue  the  political  power  of  the  State  in  the 
hands  of  men,  who,  on  all  occasions,  have  proved  them- 
selves true  to  the  conservative  cause— in  the  hour  of 
peiil  intrepidly  defending  it — in  the  hour  of  peace 
scorning  every  temptation  either  to  desert  or  to  be- 
tray it. 

Kesolved,  That  whereas  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice is  the  chief  end  of  government,  and  whereas  every 
citizen  of  Rhode  Island  who  values  his  constitutional 
rights  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  permanence  of  our 
judicial  system,  as  at  present  organized  and  adminis- 
tered, it  becomes  every  such  citizen  to  beware  how, 
either  by  his  neutrality  or  his  succor,  he  gives  to  our 
political  opponents  the  power  to  prosti'ate  those  up- 
right judges  whom  they  were  never  able  to  intimidate, 
and  whom  they  have  never  ceased  to  defame. 

Resolved,  That  the  tone  of  violence  and  acrimony 
which,  in  primary  meetings,  in  legislative  halls,  and 
through  the  press,  our  political  opponents  etill  main- 
tain towards  the  conservative  party,  should  be  re- 
garded as  a  sure  indication  that,  however  they  may 
change  their  tactics,  they  have  changed  neither  their 
temper  nor  their  purposes ;  and  that,  in  the  event  of 
their  success  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April  next, 
they  will  commence  a  series  of  measures  which  will 
work  the  ultimate  overthrow  of  our  present  Constitu- 
tion, and  perpetuate,  in  hands  which  have  been  up- 
lifted to  break  down  all  social  order,  the  political 
power  of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  no  sophistry  can  expel  from  our 
minds  the  conviction,  that  the  principles  for  which  we 
have  so  long  done  battle  are  still  in  danger ;  that  these 
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principles  immeasurably  transcend  in  importance  to 
this  State  and  nation  any  of  the  fugitive  triumphs  of 
policy,  or  the  shifting  interests  of  party  ;  and  that  the 
great  issue  to  be  decided  at  the  election  in  April  next 
is,  whether  the  people  shall  intrust  political  power  to 
those  who  are  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  existing  or- 
der of  things  in  Rhode  Island,  or  to  those  who  will 
seize  the  first  opportunity  to  overthrow  it. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  judgment,  the  election  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April  next  ought  to 
summon  to  most  vigorous  and  united  efforts  every 
man  who  values  the  great  principles  of  constitutional 
freedom,  inasmuch  as  upon  the  issues  of  that  election 
the  fate  of  those  principles  is  believed  to  be  sus- 
pended. 

Resolved,  That  Byron  Diman,  of  Bristol,  be  nomi- 
nated a  candidate  for  the  ofiice  of  G-ovenior,  and  that 
Isaac  P.  Hazard,  of  South  Kingstown,  be  nominated  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor  ;  and 
that  we  cordially  recommend  these  gentlemen  to  the 
support  of  the  electors  of  Rhode  Island,  at  the  elec- 
tion to  be  held  in  this  State  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
April  nest. 

Resolved,  That  with  equal  cordiality  we  I'eeommend 
to  the  electors  of  Rhode  Island  the  re-election  of 
Henry  Bowen,  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  of 
Joseph  M.  Blake,  the  present  Attorney  General,  and 
of  Stephen  Cahoone,  the  present  General  Treasurer. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  rest  the  claims  of  these 
candidates  to  general  confidence,  most  of  all  upon 
their  eminent  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
offices  to  which  they  are  respectively  nominated,  and 
to  maintain  the  i-ights  and  the  honor  of  the  State,  we 
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recognize,  as  fresh  titles  to  popular  favor  in  this  State, 
their  known  attachment  to  a  conservative  administra- 
tion of  the  general  goveniment,  and  to  that  protective 
policy  which  so  deeply  affects  the  labor  of  the  country, 
and  which,  let  it  not  he  forgotten,  our  political  oppo- 
nents are  stnving  to  overthrow. 

Resolved,  That  we  exhort  the  friends  of  a  protec- 
tive tariff  and  of  conservative  government  not  to  sacri- 
fice realities  to  names — not  to  value  men  more  than 
they  value  principles— above  all,  not  to  blind  them- 
selves to  the  disastrous  consequences  of  lending, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  our  political  opponents,  any 
aid  which  may  enable  them  to  achieve  even  a  partial 
triumph. 

Resolved,  finally,  that,  about  to  engage  as  we  are, 
with  our  old  enemy  upon  the  old  grounds,  we  are 
cheered  by  the  responsive  sympathies  of  the  conserva- 
tive men  of  all  parties  throughout  the  Union,  and  that 
we  are  determined  to  meet  him  as  we  have  met  him  in 
times  past,  with  the  tranquil  confidence  that  a  battle 
which  is  waged  in  defence  of  true  men  and  right  prin- 
ciples, cannot  he  lost  1 

Resolved,  That  we  will  put  forth  our  most  zealous 
efforts  to  secure  the  election,  by  a  triumphant  majority, 
of  the  candidates  nominated  to  compose  the  Rhode 
Island  Prox. 
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ADOPTED  IB"  THE   GENERAL  ASSEMBLr,  JUNE  SESSION,  1845. 


The  Select  Committee  to  wtom,  at  tie  session  of 
this  General  Assembly  in  May  last,  were  referred  sun- 
dry resolutions  of  the  State  of  Maine,  respectfully 
report, 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  confided  to 
them  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  they 
recommend  the  adoption,  by  this  Legislature,  of  the 
accompanying  preamble  and  resolutions.  Your  com- 
mittee have  deemed  it  quite  unnecessary  to  attempt 
any  vindication  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State 
from  the  grossly  calumnious  charge  of  the  Legislature 
of  Maine  ;  but  in  the  progress  of  their  inquiry  upon 
the  matter  committed  to  them,  they  have  had  recourse 
to  sundiy  opinions  delivered  by  said  court  during  the 
trial  of  Thomas  W.  Don-,  for  the  crime  of  treason. 
These  opinions,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  submit- 
ted to  the  House,  are  not  wanted  to  place  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  injury,  by  the  poor  demagogues  of  the 
day,  the  reputation  of  that  court  for  learaing  and  im- 
partiality, and  for  the  intrepid  discharge  of  high  con- 
stitutional functions,  at  a  season  of  popular  excite- 
ment unparalleled  in  the  previous  history  of  this 
State. 
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Whereas  tlie  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine  has 
passed  sundry  resolutions  reprobating,  in  terms  the 
most  offensive,  the  government  and  people  of  Rhode 
Island,  for  their  efforts,  during  the  late  insurrection,  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  protesting  against  the  imprisonment  of  Thomas 
W.  Dorr,  as  "  unjust,  illegal,  malignant,  and  tyranni- 
cal," and  invoking  the  intei-posltion  of  the  General 
Government  to  procure  "his  immediate  release  ;  "  and 
whereas  these  Eesolutions  have  been  transmitted  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  by  him  have  been 
communicated  to  this  General  Assembly,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  does  hereby 
enter  its  solemn  Protest  against  the  interference  of  the 
State  of  Maine  with  the  internal  affairs  of  Rhode 
Island,  as  an  interference  which  can  plead  no  constitu- 
tional sanction,  and  which  deserves  to  be  rebuked  as 
a  dangerous  invasion  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  obligations  of  truth,  no  less 
than  that  comity  which  it  is  the  duty  and  the  interest 
of  sister  States  to  preserve  in  their  intercourse  with 
one  another,  ought  to  have  restrained  the  Legislature 
of  Maine  from  levelling  coarse  denunciations  against 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  manner 
in  which,  at  a  memorable  crisis  in  our  history,  that 
upright  and  enlightened  tribunal  discharged  an  im- 
perative but  painful  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Maine,  to  intermeddle  vrith  the  administra- 
tion of  criminal  justice  in  this  State;  to  invoke  the 
popular  vengeance  against  the  ministers  of  the  law, 
and  to  render  odious  its  righteous  penalties,  furnishes 
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a  melanclioly  illustration  of  that  mad  party  spirit, 
whicli,  to  accomplish  a  temporary  and  selfish  purpose, 
tramples  upon  all  the  safeguards  of  constitutional  free- 
dom, and  disregards  the  most  impressive  admonitions 
of  history. 

Kesolved,  That  the  appeal  which  the  State  of 
Maine  has  seen  fit  to  make  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, in  behalf  of  Thomas  "W.  Dorr,  l>y  whatsoever 
plausibilities  of  language  that  appeal  is  sought  to  he 
sheltered  from  reprobation,  can  be  regarded  in  no 
other  light  than  as  an  alarming  attempt  to  concen- 
trate upon  a  small  but  sovereign  State,  the  vindictive 
energies  of  a  goveniment,  armed  with  the  whole 
power  of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  of  Ehode  Island,  while 
she  faithfully  discharges  all  her  Constitutional  obliga- 
tions to  her  sister  States,  and  to  the  Government  of 
the  Union,  can  never  so  far  forget  her  past  history— 
her  early  struggles  in  the  cause  of  religious  freedom— 
her  toils,  and  sufferings,  and  sacrifices,  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  her  jealous  determination,  at  all 
times,  to  secure  to  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in  their  own 
way,  as  not  to  repel,  with  indignation,  every  attempt, 
come  when  and  whence  it  may,  to  deprive  her  of  those 
constitutional  safeguards  which  the  fathers  of  the 
Republic  established,  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace, 
union  and  liberty  of  these  confederate  States, 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  cause  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  and  to  each  of 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 
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DISCOURSE.* 


I  KiSE,  this  afternoon,  to  perform  one  of  tlie  saddest  duties  t 
which  I  have  ever  heen  appointed.  My  colleagues  have  r 
me  to  deliver  a  discourse,  in  commemoration  of  the  life  and  ei 
of  one  very  dear  to  ua  all,  hut,  if  I  may  he  allowed  to  say  it,  specially 
dear  to  me.  He  was  the  first  officer  of  this  institution  with  whom  I 
had  the  honor  to  hecome  intima,tely  acquainted.  Our  friendship  has 
continued,  without  interruption,  from  its  commencement  until  the  day 
of  his  deatli.  During  the  whole  period,  within  which  we  were  asso- 
ciated as  ofltcers  of  instruction,  we  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting 
daily,  and  many  times  in  the  day.  The  various  plana,  which,  since 
my  knowledge  of  this  institution,  have  been  laid,  for  the  improve- 
ment either  of  its  course  of  education  or  manner  of  discipline,  have 
all  received  the  benefit  of  his  wise  and  thoughtful  consideration. 
The  principles  on  which  they  depended  were  developed  by  mature 
reflection,  and  the  measures  which  resulted  from  them  were  carried 
into  effect  by  our  mutual  labor.  And  when,  in  consequence  of  ill 
health,  he  retired  from  the  duties  of  that  chair  which  he  had  filled 
with  equal  honor  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  TTniverbity,  we  all 
considered  his  separation  from  us  to  be  rather  in  form  than  in  feet. 
Wg  unanimously  invited  him  to  be  present  at  all  the  meetings  of  the 
faculty,  assured  that  his  interest  remained  unabated  in  the  prosperity 

•We  give  tlie  larger  portion  of  tliia  Diaconrae,  aa  an  iotereating  and  fitting 
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of  the  institution,  on  whose  teputafioa  his  labors  had  conferred  so 
much  additional  lustre.  "We  felt  that  his  talents,  and  labor  and  fame, 
were  as  much  as  ever  the  property  of  the  University.  For  myself,  1 
may  truly  say,  that,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  1  have  taken  but  few  im- 
portant steps  the  reasons  for  which  I  have  not  discussed  in  the  freest 
manner  with  him,  and  in  which,  also,  I  have  not  been  in  a  great  de- 
gree either  guided  by  his  counsel  or  emounged  bj  his  approbation 
There  is  scarcely  a  topic  in  religion  or  morals,  m  literature  or  social 
law,  on  which  either  of  us  has  reflected,  that  we  ha^e  not  di^cus5fed 
together.  Keither  of  us  was  fond  of  disputation,  but  both  of  us 
loved  exceedingly  the  honest  and  unstudied  tnteichange  of  opinions 
It  so  happened,  that  our  views  upon  most  of  these  subjects  were,  in 
an  unusual  degree,  identical.  The  \er\  Iiat  conversation  m  which 
we  were  engaged  related  to  those  grcit  truths  le^eik  J  to  us  by  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  belief  and  love  of  which  all  his  spiritual  disciples  are 
one.  A  few  days  previously,  I  had  requested  bis  advice  upon  a  matter 
of  some  importance  to  myself,  some  of  the  feels  in  connection  with 
which  I  then  submitted  to  him,  while  the  farther  consideration  of 
them  we  deferred  to  another  occasion. 

In  a  moment,  aai  all  this  interchange  of  thought,  and  dl  this  con- 
cert of  action,  have  ceased,  and,  so  far  as  this  world  is  concerned, 
have  ceased  forever;  and  while  the  livii^  image  of  our  associate  and 
friend  seems  yet  to  walk  among  us,  ia  all  its  freshness,  I  am  requested 
to  commemorat*  tho  services  of  the  dead.  You  will  all,  I  very  well 
know,  sympatUze  in  the  emotions  with  vfhich  I  undertake  this  solemn 
service.  It  is  almost  as  if  he  of  whom  I  speak  were  in  the  midst  of 
us,  to  be  the  hearer  of  lus  own  eulogy.  "We  have  been  so  long  ac- 
customed to  his  presence  on  every  collegiate  occasion;  bo  few  days 
have  elapsed  since  he  occupied  his  wonted  seat  in  this  sanctuary; 
that  we  are  unable  to  realize  the  melancholy  truth,  that  we  shall  see 
his  ftce  no  more.  And  besides  this,  the  deep  feeling,  which  pervades 
every  bosom,  leads  us  instinctively  to  distrust  our  own  judgments. 
On  the  one  hand,  we  fear  lest  the  full  utterance  of  our  sentiments 
should  seem  like  panegyric ;  and  on  the  otJier,  we  are  troubled  lest 
eulogy,  too  much  chastened,  should  do  injustice  to  the  memory  of  the 
dead.  And  yet  more  is  this  embarrassment  increased  by  the  recollec- 
tion, that  the  occasion  necessarily  awakens,  of  those  inimitable  de- 
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Hneations  of  character,  which  so  often  flowed  from  tlie  pen  of  him 
whose  sudden  departure  we  are  now  assemhled  to  deplore. 

Under  such  circnmstances,  I  know  full  well  that  I  must  fail  to  pre- 
sent the  portraiture  of  the  lat«  Professor  Goddard,  as  he  now  reveals 
Wmaeff  to  your  memory,  and  stands  embodied  before  you  in  your 
conceptions.  I  know,  however,  that  I  am  surrounded  by  his  iHends, 
who  will  readily  complete  the  sketch,  no  matter  how  imperfectly  esc- 
cuted,  which  I  may  offer  for  their  contemplation.  I  know,  more- 
over, that  you  will  all  appreciate  the  difficulty  of  my  task,  and  pardon 
the  indistinctness  with  which  my  thoughts  reflect  the  beauty  and  the 
symmetry  which  you  have  so  frequently  admired  in  the  honored  and 
beloved  original. 

In  college,  Mr.  Goddard  was  remarkable  for  his  love  of  classical 
literature,  but  especially  tor  his  skill  in  English  composition.  Por  tha 
Latin  language  he  retained  his  fondness  through  life.  At  our  regular 
term  exsaninations  he  frequently  discovered  a  most  delicate  apprecia- 
tion of  the  beauties  of  Horace,  and  detected,  with  instinctive  tact,  any 
deviation,  in  translation,  iirom  the  meaning  of  that  author,  who  was 
his  special  favorite  of  all  the  poets  of  antiquity.  For  the  mathe- 
matics he  had  no  fondness,  but  rather,  I  think,  a  positive  dislike. 
This  did  not,  however,  arise  from  any  Mlure  to  appreciate  the  value 
of  the  exact  sciences,  either  as  an  instrument  of  discovery,  or  a  means 
of  intellectual  discipline.  He  was  by  far  too  wise  a  man  to  under- 
value a  branch  of  knowledge  in  which  it  was  not  his  good  fortune  to 
excel.  I  apprehend  the  fact  to  have  been,  that  in  consequence  of 
some  mental  idiosyncrasy,  he  was  unable  to  compare  the  mathematical 
relations.  He  has  frequently  observed  to  me,  that  geometrical  figures 
never  conveyed  any  idea  whatever  to  his  mind  ;  and  still  more,  that 
he  could  form  no  conception  of  the  interior  of  a  building,  from  any 
plan  of  it  that  was  ever  presented  to  him.  I  have  mentioned  this  lit^ 
tie  peculiarity,  because,  as  it  seems  to  me,  every  original  feature  of 
minds.of  a  high  order  deserves  to  be  particularly  recorded. 

•  •••••** 

Mr.  Goddard  had  formed  very  just  conceptions  of  the  moral  and 
social  obligations  devolving  upon  the  conductor  of  a  pubhc  press. 
He  believed  it  to  he  the  duty  of  an  editor  not  merely  to  abstain  from 
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outraging  the  moral  sentiment  of  a  community  ;  but,  still  more,  by 
holding  forth  examples  of  pre-eminent  virtue,  and  inculcating  the 
principles  of  everlasting  truth,  to  elevate  the  standard  of  public  man- 
ners, and  teach  tlie  wayward  passions  of  men  obedience  to  conscience 
and  reverence  for  law.  He  believed,  that  by  constantly  presenting  to 
the  eye  of  the  public,  images  of  beauty,  the  press  might  exert  a  pow- 
erful influence  in  forming  and  purifying  the  nationsd  taste.  He 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him,  on  all  suitable  occasions,  to  arouse 
the  sphit  of  the  State,  to  combine  together  good  men  of  every  name, 
in  the  promotion  of  every  enterprise  by  which  the  ignorant  might  be 
enlightened,  or  tlie  vicious  reclaimed  ;  by  which  vice  might  be  de- 
prived of  its  means  of  fescination,  or  virtue  endowed  with  new  ele- 
ments of  attractiveness  ;  by  which  the  intelligent  and  the  wealthy 
might  be  excited  to  beneficence,  and  the  poor  and  uncultivated  be  en- 
couraged to  self  dependence. 

In  confonnity  with  these  views,  the  jiress,  under  Mr.  Goddard's 
superintendence,  was  ever  conducted.  The  columns  of  his  paper 
were  always  enriched  with  the  choicest  gems  of  English  literature. 
His  editorial  writings  were  remarkable  for  the  high  spirit  of  indi- 
vidual and  social  morality,  which  breathed  in  every  hue,  no  less  than 
for  the  pure,  yet  sparkling  and  epigrammatic  English,  in  which  every 
sentiment  was  clothed.  Though  he  espoused  with  youthful  ardor  the 
political  opinions  he  ever  afterwards  professed,  yet,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, he  never  in  a  single  instance  forfeited  the  personal  respect  of 
his  warmest  opponents.  To  every  judicious  effort  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he  gave  his  wUling  and  earnest  support ; 
and  some  of  our  moat  viduabie  public  charities  owe  their  origin  to  the 
editorial  labors  of  this  portion  of  his  life.  Of  this  number  is  the 
Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  the  objects  and  advantages  of 
which  hi!  first  laid  before  the  public  in  this  city,  and  to  the  establish- 
ment of  which,  his  efforts  cpntributed  more  than  those  of  any  other 
individual. 

While  Mr.  Goddard  was  employed  in  conducting  a  public  press,  he 
yet  found  leisure  for  extensive  and  varied  literary  acquisitions.  The 
remark  made  respecting  the  late  Lord  Holland,  that  "  you  could  never 
sail  upon  him  without  finding  him  with  a  good  book  in  his  hand," 
might,  with  singular  truth,  be  applied  to  our  lamented  friend.    Though 
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emphaticaUy  a  literary  man,  there  aro  few  men  whose  reading  was 
selected  with  more  severe  discrimination.  Por  ordinary  fictitious 
literature  he  seemed  to  me  to  have  scarcely  any  fondness.  The 
lighter  forms  of  poetry  had  but  few  attractions  for  him,  while  of  the 
gems  of  verse  he  was  a  fervent  yet  discriminating  adnvirer.  He  most 
delighted  in  the  classical  English  authors  on  religion  and  morals,  on 
general  politics,  social  order,  and  the  progress  of  civilization.  On  the 
latter  subject  he  was  accustomed  to  reflect  with  enthusiastic  pleasure. 
Among  political  authors,  I  think  that  his  favorites  were  Burke,  Ham- 
ilton, and  Madisoru  His  chosen  divines  were  Barrow,  South,  and,  in 
later  years,  Whately.  Of  the  metaphysicians  he  preferred  Dugald 
Stewart,  and  derived  great  pleasure  irom  contemplating  the  vigorous 
thought,  and  tracing  the  masterly  generalizations  of  that  iiccompUshed 
philosopher.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  commenced  the  reper- 
usal  of  Lord  Bacon. 

*  •  «  *  *,*  *  » 

It  became  the  duty  of  Professor  Goddard,  immediately  after  his 
appointment,*  to  conduct  the  studies  of  the  senior  and  junior  classes 
in  moral  and  intellectual  philosophy,  and  in  some  portions  of  our 
usual  course  in  rhetoric  and  beUes  lettres.  Por  the  former  of  these 
departments  he  felt  that  he  had  no  peculiar  aptitude,  and  very  soon, 
by  mutual  arrangement  with  his  coUeagues,  he  was  relieved  from  the 
labor  of  this  branch  of  instruction.  He  was  thus  enabled,  with  great 
advantage  to  the  University,  to  devote  himself  to  those  studies  to 
which  he  was  ardently  attached,  and  for  tho  instruction  iu  which  he 
possessed  peculiar  and  acknowledged  ability.  It  hence  happened, 
that  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  connexion  with  the  University, 
he  gave  instruction  mainly  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  rhetoric, 
the  evidences  of  natural  and  revealed  religion,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States, 

The  success,  to  which  Professor  Goddard  attained  as  an  instructor, 
did  not  result  from  rigid  analysis  of  a  science,  or  minute  and  critical 
acquaintance  with  an  author.  His  mind  rather  reluctated  from  those 
forms  of  intellectual  labor  on  which  such  knowledge  depends.  He 
excelled  rather  in  unfolding  such  general  views  as  illustrate  the  prin- 

•  The  Professoiahip  of  Moral  and  Intellectual  PMoaophy  in  Brown  TJnlver- 
a\ty.—Md. 
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ciples  of  a  science,  by  tradng  their  effects  upon  the  condition  and 
changes  of  society,  said  by  exhibiting  their  influence  in  tlie  formation 
of  individual  character.  He  labored  to  enkindle  in  the  bosoms  of  hia 
pupils  a  love  of  truth,  of  virtue,  and  of  goodness.  He  was  also  pre- 
eminently successful  in  creating  in  the  minds  of  the  undergraduates 
a  just  appreciation  of  the  beauties  of  English  eompositiou.  His  cor- 
rection of  their  class  papers  was  elaborate  almost  beyond  belief;  so 
that  every  dissertation,  as  it  was  returned  ftora  his  hands,  presented 
to  the  student  a  model  of  finished  excellence  with  which  his  own  rude 
and  imperfect  attempt  could  be  plainly  and  visibly  contrasted.  What- 
ever be  the  improvements  which  our  undergraduates  of  the  present 
day  may  have  made  upon  the  attainments  of  their  predecessors,  let  it 
never  be  forgotten  that  this  improvement  was  commenced,  and  for 
many  years  carried  forward,  solely  by  the  labors  of  Professor  Goddard. 
Perhaps,  however,  in  no  department  did  he  so  much  excel,  as  in  his 
prelections  upon  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  "With  the  his- 
tory of  the  formation  and  adoption  of  this  instrument  he  was  minutely 
fannlui  E<ich  one  of  its  provisions  had,  at  \anoua  times,  been  the 
object  of  his  careful  examination  and  laborious  thought  His  pur- 
suits had  tendered  him  accurately  acquainted  with  the  political  his- 
tory of  our  counttv,  from  the  adoption  of  the  toastitution  to  the 
present  moment  His  recitations  thus  assumed  the  form  of  an  extem- 
poraneous lecture,  or  commentary  upon  the  text,  in  which  a  marvel- 
lous acutcness  of  discrimination  was  illustrated  by  the  results  of 
extensive  and  accurate  research  ;  while  both  were  rendered  attractive 
by  rare  felicity  of  diction,  and  the  charms  of  an  animating  eloquence. 
When  Professor  Goddard  relinf[uished  his  connexion  with  the 
duties  of  instruction,  he  by  no  means  intended  to  wear  out  his  life  in 
indolent  leisure.  He  encour^ed  himself  in  the  hope  that  he  should 
be  enabled  to  devote  himself  to  the  composition  of  some  work  of  per- 
manent value  to  the  cause  of  morals  and  good  learning.  The  oppor- 
tunity, however,  waa  never  granted  to  him.  His  fellow  citizens,  as 
though  it  wore  a  matter  of  course,  seemed  to  expect  his  assistance, 
whenever  any  good  design  required  that  an  appeal  should  be  made 
to  the  public,  or  whenever  the  management  of  an  important  trust 
demanded  the  skill  of  a  cultivated  intellect,  and  the  impulses  of  a 
benevolent  heart.    There  is  scarcely  an  institution  among  us,  devoted 
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to  the  promotioa  of  general  iatelligetice,  or  the  relief  of  suffering 
humanity,  which  has  not  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  and  ad- 
vice. •  *  *  *  It  is,  moreover,  deserving  of  special  remark,  that 
he  always  refused  to  hold  an  office  as  a  matter  of  form.  It  was  hia 
rule  to  decline  an  appointment,  whenever  he  found  himself  unable  to 
perform  the  duties  which  it  imposed  I  presume  that  his  associates  in 
tlie  several  boards  of  which  he  wisaniemher  will  testify,  that  they 
rarely  tmbaiked  in  any  important  undertaking  without  seeking  his 
advice  and  that  from  the  adiK,e  which  he  g^ve,  they  very  rarely 
found  it  wiie  to  dissent  Sudi  was  certamlj  the  case  in  all  liie  in- 
stances m  which  I  h^d  the  honor  to  he  associated  with  him. 

If  I  have  cjrrectly  e  timtted  the  chancier  of  Mr  Godd^rd  its 
most  remarkal  le  feiture  was  delicate  ^ud  discriminating  hcnsibility. 
I  have  alrea<ly  remarked  tliat  he  posseiseJ  neither  taste  for  the 
mathematics  nor  aptitude  for  tiacing  the  relations  whicli  they  dis- 
cover. This  observation  nii_ht  with  ttuth  be  moie  widely  extended. 
He  had  no  fondness  for  th^trase  rea&onma  of  tnv  kinl  ind  I  pre- 
sume rarely  followed  the  succ  "sive  steps  ot  an  intricate  metaphysi- 
cal argument  to  its  conclusiin  But  it  was  equilly  true  thit  hy  a 
sort  of  instinctive  sensililitj  he  Seemed  to  arrne  at  precisely  the 
same  result  whieh  minds  difleientlj  endowed  apprehenled  only  by 
the  slower  process  of  ritiocmitim  Hi  critical  perceptions  were 
more  exquisitely  dehc'^te  thin  those  of  any  man  whom  I  h'\%eever 
knoivn.  His  fiicnds  ne'ier  cised  tj  idmire  hi"*  unsurpassed  power  of 
discerning  the  most  microseopie  wint  of  adjustment  between  a 
thought  and  the  language  in  which  it  ws  clothed  He  saw  intuitively 
the  precise  form  which  an  idea  should  issume,  in  any  portion  of  a 
discourse,  and  the  very  tinge  and  junction  of  words  which  would 
most  clearly  and  happily  develop  it.  He  frequently  could  not  give  the 
reason  for  his  choice  of  an  expression,  and  he  might  sometimes  ask 
the  reason  of  others  ;  hut  the  reason  always  existed,  and  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment.  Heoce  the  study  of  the  sci- 
ence of  rhetoric  produced  but  little  effect  upon  his  stjle.  It  seemed 
not  to  teach  him  to  write,  in  any  respect,  either  with  gieater  accuracy 
or  elegance,  but  only  to  give  him  firmer  confidence  in  the  decisions 
of  his  own  sensibility.  He  learned  from  the  study  of  rules  to  write 
67 
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with  less  anxiety,  and  to  correct  with  greater  rapidity,  inasmuch  as  he 
thus  knew  that  ho  was  right,  when  before  he  had  only  felt  it. 

The  oration  which  he  pronounced  hefore  the  Ehode  Island  Society 
of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  at  the  commencement  in  1836,  furnishes  a 
favorable  specimen  of  Mr.  Goddard'e  literary  ability.  The  reader 
will  immediately  perceive  that  no  labor  has  been  expended,  either 
upon  the  general  plan  of  the  discourse,  or  upon  the  separate  arrange- 
ment of  its  parts.  The  course  of  thought  is  not  confined  by  the 
pressure  of  any  general  and  all  pervading  idea.  The  several  para^ 
graphs,  like  handftils  of  pearls,  arc  rather  grouped  together  by  feeling, 
than  marshalled  by  the  understanding.  And  yet  it  seems  to  me  that 
few  tracts  are  to  be  found  in  our  language,  in  which  so  much  manly 
and  "  large  round  about  sense  "  is  clothed  in  a  style  at  once  so 
negatively  iaultless,  and  so  positively  beautiful.  Every  seatence 
seems  a  maxim  of  unquestioned  authority  ;  and  yet  there  is  nothing 
either  startling,  labored,  or  out  of  keeping.  It  all  seems  the  spontan- 
eous efiUsion  of  a  mind  of  which  such  things  were  the  ordinary  pro- 
duct. I  have  read  this  discourse  lately,  and  was  struck  with  the  simi- 
larity of  its  thoughts  to  those  of  Lord  Bacon's  Essays,  a  book  which 
I  had  but  just  laid  down  ;  while  the  exquisite  finish  of  the  style  some- 
times reminded  me  of  the  vigor  of  Johnson,  and,  at  others,  of  the 
splendor  of  Burke. 

But  it  was  not  in  the  department  of  literature  alone,  that  this  deli- 
cate and  discriminating  sensibihty  predominated.  The  same  pecu- 
liarity might  be  observed  in  Mr.  Goddaid'a  studies,  when  they  par- 
took of  a  severer  character.  He  was,  as  I  have  said,  a  diUgent  and 
profound  thinker  upon  all  subjects  of  religion,  morals,  general  poli- 
tics, and  human  civilization.  But  even  here,  he  appeared  to  arrive  at 
the  result  in  which  he  rested,  rather  by  amoral  intuition  than  by  any 
process  of  reasoning.  His  spiritual  discernment  seemed  to  indicate 
to  him  what  the  law  should  be,  and,  upon  investigation,  he  found  his 
opinions  coniumed  by  the  highest  authorities.  Hence,  in  his  read- 
ing, he  rather  sought  for  the  truths  which  our  great  teachers  have 
discovered,  than  for  the  processes  by  which  their  discoveries  have 
been  effected.  To  theological  controversy  he  paid  but  little  atten- 
tion ;  but  of  sermons,  or  other  religious  writings,  which  lay  bare  the 
human  heart,  or  reveal  to  us  the  precepts  of  duty,  or  present  the 
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scriptural  motives  for  Wiill  dohig,  lie  was  a  diligent  and  earnest  stu- 

As  a  specimen  of  Mr.  Goddard's  habits  of  thought  on  the  grave 
questions  of  social  right,  I  woiild  refer  to  his  discourse  on  the  occasion 
of  the  change  of  the  civil  govertimeiit  of  Rhode  Island.  In  this  ad- 
dress, after  glancing  at  some  of  the  more  prominent  facts  in  the  early- 
history  of  his  native  State,  he  proceeds  to  explain  and  illustrate  the 
principles  involved  in  the  constitution  under  which  she  was  henceforth 
to  be  governed.  His  style  becomes  at  once  grave,  simple  and  earnest ; 
abjuring  all  ornament,  and  appealing  directly  to  the  reason  and  the 
conscience  of  his  hearers.  The  whole  discourse,  replete  with  the 
most  important  maxims  on  the  science  of  government,  clearly  indi- 
cates a  mind  in  which  a  knowledge  of  the  theoretical  and  practical  is 
happily  blended  ;  a  mind  accustomed  to  contemplate  truth,  both  in 
its  widest  genendizations,  and  in  ite  minutest  applications  ;  that  could 
discover  the  unchangeable  principles  on  which  social  law  is  founded, 
and  at  the  same  time  acknowledge  the  modiftcations  which  that  law 
must  assume,  when  it  is  brought  into  contact  with  the  passions  and 
selfislmess  of  our  imperfect  nature.  I  do  not  remember  any  com- 
mentary upon  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions,  which,  in  so  few 
pages,  contains  so  much  that  is  of  permanent  value. 

It  might  seem  the  result  of  a  studied  reserve,  were  I,  in  this  con- 
nexion, to  make  no  reference  to  the  writings  of  Professor  Goddard, 
during  the  political  citations  of  this  State,  a  few  yoai-s  since.  It  is 
well  known,  that  as  soon  as  any  serious  danger  to  our  institutions 
was  apprehended,  he  stood  forth  the  unwavering  advocate  of  justice 
and  truth,  of  liberty  and  law.  His  essays  for  the  daily  press,  during 
this  period  alone,  would  fill  a  moderately  sized  volume.  Day  after 
day,  he  explained  to  his  fellow  citizens  the  principles  of  rational  lib- 
erty ;  he  liud  bare,  with  a  masterly  hand,  tlie  distinction  between  lib- 
erty and  licentiousness  ;  and  when  at  last  the  crisis  arrived^with  an 
eloquence  that  fired  the  soul  of  every  true  hearted  man,  he  urged  us 
all  lo  unite  in  defence  of  that  heritage  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
which  God  had  bestowed  upon  our  &thers.  In  this  cause  he  labored 
on,  amid  sickness  and  infirmity,  through  good  report  and  through 
evil  report,  until  the  effbrts  of  patriotism  were  crowned  with  tri- 
umphant success.    And  he  labored,  as  every  one  of  you  knows,  from 
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the  pure  love  of  right.  All  the  ends  he  aimed  at,  were  his  country's, 
his  God's,  and  truth's.  He  desired  nothing,  either  for  himself  or 
his  friends,  which  he  did  not  equally  desire  for  ttie  humhlest  citizen 
amongst  us.  He  lahored  to  sustain  a  government  which  should  se- 
cure to  every  citizen  the  rights  conferred  upon  him  by  his  Creator, 
and  which  should  guard  those  right*  with  equal  vigilance,  both 
against  the  oppressions  of  the  many,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  few.  It 
is  in  no  small  degree  owing  to  his  labors,  that  the  success  of  these 
principles  in  our  little  State  may  be  attributed. 

Tlie  manners  of  Professor  Goddard  were  courteous  and  retined. 
His  personal  habits,  without  being  painfully  exact,  were  scrupulously 
neat,  and  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  character  of  a  literary  citizen. 
His  conversation,  sometimes  playful,  never  Mvolous,  was  sdways  in- 
structive, and  at  times  singularly  forcible,  captivating  and  eloquent. 
His  tastes  were  simple  and  easily  gratified  ;  and  I  think  that  he  pre- 
ferred a  book  in  his  study,  or  a  conversation  at  the  fireside  with  a 
friend,  to  any  form  of  more  exciting  and  outdoor  enjoyment.  He  was, 
both  from  nature  and  principle,  eminently,  but  with  discrimination, 
charitable.  To  the  iudiciously  benevolent  institutions  of  our  city  he 
was  a  liberal  and  frequently  an  unsolicited  contributor.  Nor  did  his 
charity  exhaust  itself  in  making  others  the  almonerw  of  his  bounty. 
He  sought  out  the  poor  and  infirm,  the  disconsolate  and  the  forgotten, 
and  specially  those  who  in  age  were  suffering  from  the  mutability  of 
fortune  ;  and,  while  he  relieved  their  wants  by  pecuniary  aid,  soothed 
their  sorrows  by  liis  sympathy,  and  animated  their  hopes  by  his  cheer- 
ful encouragement.  One  of  his  last  visits,  only  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  was  nMule  to  an  aged  widow,  who  has  since  followed  him  into 
eternity,  to  whom  he  communicated  alms  ■  while,  as  she  hcrseif  told 
me,  he  cons  le  1  her  sinking  ipint  1  j  tin,  h  imble  piety  of  his  conver- 
sation. 

The- rehgijus  otmions  if  Professfr  Goddard  were  those  of  the 
divines  of  the  English  reform'^tion  He  I  elieved  most  fully  in  those 
doctrines  which  teaeh  tlie  moral  corruption  of  the  human  heart,  the 
necessity  of  the  mflueucts  tf  the  '^plrlt  to  our  mocal  transformation, 
and  that  out  onl\  hipe  of  sal\itijn  tests  upon  the  atonement  by 
Jesus  Chiist  He  was  conscienti  >usly  attached  to  the  Episcopal 
Church;  but    ma,kin^   a,  ^Mae    li  tincti  n  between  spiritual  religion 
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and  the  various  mcKlea  in  Which  it  may  be  manifested,  he  loved  true 
piety,  wherever  he  discovered  it,  "  with  a  pure  heart  fervently."  He 
carried  into  daily  practice  the  sentiment  which  he  uttered  only  a  few- 
days  before  his  deatli.  "The  longer  I  live,"  said  he,  "the  more 
dearly  do  I  prize  being  a  Cliristian ;  and  the  more  rfgnally  unim- 
portant seem  to  me  the  differences  by  which  true  Christians  are  sep- 
arated IVom  each  other."  I  do  not  remember  to  have  known  a  person 
who,  with  so  ardent  an  attachment  to  the  truths  which  he  believed, 
combined  so  fervent  and  comprehensive  a  charity  for  all  tliat  loved 
the  Loi-d  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity.' 

From  this  time,  his  friends  observed  that  religious  truth  was  gradu- 
ally obtaining  a  more  controlling  influence  over  his  opinions,  his  af- 
■fections  and  his  practice.  As  he  grow  older,  his  love  for  piety,  sim- 
ple, obscure,  unadorned  piety,  became  more  ardent  and  reverential. 
His  charity  was  more  earnestly  directed  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  man. 
His  conversation,  especially  of  late  years,  seemed  to  me  to  move  in 
constant  pai-aUelism  with  religious  ideas ;  and  it  spontaneously  turned 
towai-ds  them,  as  if  his  mind  dwelt  in  habitual  contemplation  of  the 
vanities  of  time  and  the  realities  of  eternity.  He  became  more 
prompt  in  avowing  his  religions  sentiments  on  all  occasions,  and  in 
their  relation  to  every  subject.  His  reading  became  more  exclusively 
religious.  Sermons  of  the  English  divines,  especially  those  of  a  prac- 
tical character,  became  his  constant  study.  He  more  frequently  made 
religion  the  subject  of  conversation  in  the  domestic  circle.  On  Sun- 
day, the  day  before  his  death— his  family  having  been  detained  from 
public  worship  in  consequence  of  a  violent  storm— after  family 
prayers  were  concluded,  he  read  for  their  instruction  some  interesting 
passages  which  he  had  selected  from  the  sermons  of  Archbishop 
Whately  ;  interspersing  them  with  impressive  remarks  of  his  own,  on 
the  subject  of  the  importance  of  religion.  These  were  his  dying 
counsel.  It  is  by  such  precept  and  example  that  "  he  being  dead, 
yet  speaketh." 

The  death  of  such  a  man,  at  any  time,  is  always  felt  to  be  an  irre- 
parable loss.  I,  however,  remember  no  instance,  since  my  residence 
in  this  city,  in  which  this  sentiment  has  been  so  deep  and  universal. 
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